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PREFACE. 


In Icrminating the second year of their labours, 
the Editors of this Journal ])rocccd, consistently 
with the plan which they formerly announced, to 
draw a retrospective outline of the progress of 
those principal branches of Science and Art, 
which properly belong to the object of llicir work ; 
and if it be found that during the last twclvc- 
inontli no very brilliant discoveries have been 
added to the general stock, it will nevertheless, 
be allowed to have been enriched with many use¬ 
ful and im[)ortant inventions, and to have received 
a considerable increase of facts and observations. 
Although therefore the march of science lias not 
been rapid, it has been sure, and wc have nothing 
to apprehend from those retrograde movements 
which arc apt to succeed too rapid strides. 

Regarding the Philosophical Transactions as the 
standard of English Science, we shall first notice 
the contents of the volumefor 1817, and afterwards 
advert to the novelties which have been brought 
before the public by other channels of informa¬ 
tion, and from other sources. 

Among the chemical papers, Sir Humphry 
Davy's researches on flame obviously stand fore- 
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most; they not only contain many new philoso¬ 
phical facts, and tend to elucidate some recondite 
chemical phenomena, but what is of more im¬ 
portance, they devclope principles applicable to 
the purposes of common life ; among them are 
those upon which the security of the miner’s lamp 
depends, and which we have elsewhere frequently 
adverted to. The question, what is flame? is 
for the first time satisfactorily answered in this 
paper. It is aeriform matter, heated so highly as 
to be liiriiinous; and when luminous, its tempera¬ 
ture is considerably beyond that which is com- 
iiiouly called a white heat; so that air may be 
made hot enough to impart a white heat to solid 
bodies, and yet not become luminous itself ; as 
may be easily shewn, by bolding a piece of thin 
platinum wire over the chimney of an Argand 
lamp fed with spirit of wine, or even by the com¬ 
mon expedient of lighting a piece of paper, by 
exposing it to the current of hot air which rushes 
out of a common lamp glass. Such being the 
nature of flame, it is further obvious, that if we 
cool it by any means, we must at the same time 
extinguish it; and this is accordingly done, by 
passing it through the metallic apertures of fine 
wire gauze, or any other substance which has 
considerable conducting and radiating powers in 
regard to heat, or which, in other words, is capable 
of producing a cooliny effect. So a piece of wire- 
gauze placed in the centre of the flame of a candle, 
cuts it as it W'ere in half, the upper part being 
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extinguished by the cooling power of the gauze, 
while the lower part remains luminous, because 
of a temperature sufficiently high. 

The power, therefore, of a metallic or other 
tissue to prevent explosion, will depend upon the 
heat required to |)roduce the combustion as com¬ 
pared with that ac<juired by the tissue ; and the 
flame of the most infliiinraable substances, and 
of those that produce most iicat in combustion, 
will pass IhroiigJi a inelullic tissue lliat will inlcr- 
rnpt tlicllaine of less innaininalde substances, or 
those that produce little heat in combustion ; so 
that dilferent flames will |)ass Ihrough at dilfercnt 
degrees of temperature. 

It fortunately liappens, that the fire-damp of 
coal mines requires a very high temperature for 
its infiamniation, and, consequently, cvcfi a coarse 
tissue will have sufficient cooling powers to pre¬ 
vent its explosion, and security is pro[>orl.ionaliy 

easily attainable. 

%/ 

TJiat flame may be extinguished simply by 
cooUttf/; Sir Humphry ingonkmsly shews, by 
putting a coil of cold pialimiui wire close to a 
small flume of a spirit lamp; it goes out in conse¬ 
quence of the heal carried off by tiie wire; which 
is not the case if the wire bo previously healed: or 
to descend to a more common illustration—when 
we blow out a candle, the extinction of the (lame 
is produced by the cooling power of the current of 
air projected into the (lame, and the hottest flames 
are least easily blown out. 
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There is therefore nothing mysterious, recon¬ 
dite, or difficult to be understood in the opera¬ 
tion of the safety lamp. The flame being sur- 
surrounded by wire-gauze, nothing can enter or 
pass out of the cage in a state of inflammation; 
and when the fire-damp gets in, it burns with¬ 
out being able to communicate with the exterior 
inflammable atmosphere. 

Another interesting subject discussed in this 
paper, relates to the nature of the light of flames, 
and their form. When pure gaseous matter is 
burned the light is very feeble, and the density 
of a common flame is proportional to the quantity 
of solid charcoal first deposited and afterwards 
burned. The flame of pure hydrogen is pale blue, 
and emits very little light; but if vve IhrovV into it 
metallic filings, small pieces of platinum wire, 
powdered charcoal, or any other solid matter, its 
light becomes increased by the ignition of this 
extraneous addition. It is precisely thus with 
the flames of candles, lamps, and carburetted 
hydrogen, or as it is now emphaticallY called, 
gas. 'fhe inflammable element is pure hydrogen ; 
the whiteness and intensify of the light being 
produced by a quantity of ignited cnrbotiaceons 
matter given off by the decomposition of the in¬ 
flammable mfitter, and heated while hot. The 
form of flame is conical, because the greatest heat 
is in the centre of the explosive mixiurc. In 
looking stedfastly at flame, the part where the 
combustible matter is volatilized is seen, and it 
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appears dark, contrasted with the pari in which 
it begins to burn ; that is, where it is so mixed 
with aims to become explosive. When the wick 
becomes clogged with charcoal, it cools the flame 
by radiation, and prevents a proper quantity of 
air from mixing with its central part; hence the 
charcoal thrown off from the top of the flame 
is only red liot, and much escapes uncon* 
Slimed. 

The facts stated by Sir If. Davy, in the first 
section of this paper, show that I ho luniinoiis ap¬ 
pearances of shooting stars and meteors cannot 
be owing to any inflammation of elastic fluids, 
but must depend upon tlie ignition of solid bodies. 
Dr. Halley calculated the lie ight of a meteor at 
ninety mites; and the great American meteor 
wdiich threw down showers of stones, was esti¬ 
mated at seventeen miles hi‘':li. 

The velocity of motion in these bodies must in 
all cases be immeiisely great; and tlic heat pro¬ 
duced by the compression of the most rarified air 
from the velocity of motion, must be probably suf¬ 
ficient to ignite the mass ; and all the phenomena 
may be explained, if fallintj stars be supposed to 
be small bodies moving round the carlli in very 
eccentric orbits, which become ignited only when 
they pass with immense velocity through the upper 
regions of the atmosphere, and if the meteoric bo¬ 
dies which throw down stones with explosions 
be supposed to be similar bodies containing com¬ 
bustible or clastic matter. 
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There is another paper of Sir H. Davy's in this 
volume of the Philosophical Transactions, explain¬ 
ing tlie singular phenomenon of the ignition of 
metallic wires in innammable gaseous mixtures. 
Thus if a fine coil of platinum wire be heated and 
introduced into an explosive atmosphere of coal 
gas, it becomes red hot, and conlinuos so till the 
gas is burned ; aff'onlinu an instance of combustion 
at a tcmp( raliire sufficient lo ignite the wire, but 
insnf!i(^ient to inflame the gas. A wihmsical 
application of this fact is exhibited by putting 
a small coil of plaliiium wire round the wick of 
aspirit lamp,wliichwhen healed becomes riulhot, 
and remains so as long as the vapour of the spirit 
is supplied ; the heat never becoiniiig sullicienlly 
intense N) produce its iiiflariimalion. iSu* II, Davy 
proposes to improve the safety-lump by placing 
a coil of plaLinuin wire within the cage above the 
flame, wliich will thus continue to give light iii 
atmospheres so foul as to extinguish flame, aud will 
only cease to be luminous when the air is unlit 
for respiralion. 

We cannot take our leave of these curious, new, 
and interc'.sting researches, without ex|)ressiiig our 
surprise and indignalion at certain piralieul at¬ 
tempts wliich have lately hcim made, upon our 
author’s grand di>covery of the safely-lanip ; or 
rather, at the misguided zeal with which some 
persons leave been willing to support sucJi per¬ 
fectly unwarrantable claims. 

In this volume, wc are glad again to see the 
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name of one who has formerly contributed largely 
to the celebrity of the Chemical department of the 
Philosophical Transactions. We allude to Mr. 
Hatchett’s description of a process for the com¬ 
plete puriOcation of musty corn : it is extremely 
simple, and practice has proved it effectual. 
The corn is put into any convenient vessel capa¬ 
ble of containing at least three times its quantity ; 
the vessel is then filled with boiling water, the 
grain occasionally stirred, and the hollow de¬ 
cayed grains, which float, are to be removed ; 
in half a"h hour the water may be drawn off, 
the corn rinced with cold water, drained, and 
kiln-dried. 

The remaining chemical contributions to this 
volume relate to a new fulminating platinum dis¬ 
covered by Mr. lildinund Davy, and to an astrin¬ 
gent vegetable substance from Chiii^, which was 
sent to Sir Joseph Banks, who entrusted its exa¬ 
mination to Mr. Braude. It proved to be a spe¬ 
cies of galls, containing little else than ianriin and 
gallic acid ; hence excellent for black dye and 
writing ink, but less proper for the purposes of 
the tanner. 

It is to be regretted that many useful and pro¬ 
bably abundant productions of distant countries, 
and even of our own Indian |)osscssioi]s, are 
scarcely known in this country, while many less 
useful articles of consumption are abundantly 
imported, because habit has sanctioned the sub- 
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stitution. The same obsenations, are much more 
applicable to several manufactures of the East, 
which deserve to be scion! ifically investiijated, and 
of which the principles would, no doubt, be most 
importantly applicable at home ; but in one way 
or other lliese matters liave been strangely neg¬ 
lected, principally in consequence of the deficient 
education of those whose opportunities have been 
most extensive. 

Comparative Anatomy, and Physiology, consti¬ 
tute important features in the volume of the Philo* 
sophical Transactions for 1817; and there arc no 
less than seven valuable comnnuiications on these 
subjects from the ])en of Sir Everard Home, Of 
most of these we have alreatly given abstracts in 
other parts of this work. They are illustrated 
by some of the most beautiful engravings wliich 
we ever remember to have seen, from llie ad¬ 
mirable drawings of Mr. Clift, and Mr, Baiier. 
The skill of the former as an anatomical draughts¬ 
man has been long known; he possesses the talent of 
transferring to paper ilie complicated appearances 
of dissected parts, wiiU more truth and accuracy 
than any of his predecessors whose works we 
have had occasion to examine. Mr.Baiicr’s labours 
have hitherto been chiefly, if not entirely confined 
to botanical subjects, and the exquisite produc¬ 
tions of Ins pencil which enrich the cabinet of 
the President of the Royal Society, who has long 
patronised his talents, are w^ell known to many 
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of our readers. We are glad to see his peculiar 
abilities brought to bear on the illustration of 
animal physiology. 

Of Dr. Johnson's account ofthe common leech, 
and Mr. Todd's experiments on the torpedo, we 
have elsewhere spoken ; and the resiills of Mr. 
Wollaston's experiments with his Thermometrical 
IjaromoUn' for ineasurins: altitudes vve have com- 
mimicatcd, (Vol. iii. p. 372, of this .Journal.) 

We have occasionally noticed J3r. Wilson 
Philip’s physiological Rescarcljcs, which he has 
now embodied and published in his Experimen¬ 
tal Inquiry into the Laws of Vital Functions, &c.’’ 
Tlic last volume of the Philosopliical Transac¬ 
tions contains a paper of his “ on the Effect of 
Galvanism in restoring a due action of the Lungs 
he recommends this remedy in cases of habitual 
asthma or asthmatic dyspnaea ; in inflammatory 
cases however it has proved injurious, and in 
cases connected with dropsy or other mechanical 
impediments it has turned out inefricient. 

The remaining paper on comparative ana¬ 
tomy, is on the Genus Ocythoe of Rafincsque, 
with a description of a new species,*' by Dr- 
Lcach ; of which, and of Dr. Davy’s paper on 
the temperature of the ocean and atmosphere, we 
have given some account in our Quarterly Re¬ 
ports of the Proceedings ofthe Royal Society. 

A paper by Sir W. Ilersclicll, on the Arrange- 
ment of Celestial Bodies in Sjtace^ and on the 
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Extentand Condition of the Milky Way,* and two 
papers by the Astronomer Royal on ParallaXy* 
which have recently been rewarded by the Pa* 
risian Academicians with Lalandc’s Gold Medal, 
conclude the list of communications printed by 
the Royal Society, with the exception of a long 
French communication on Ship Building by M. 
Dupin, and the following on Mathematical sub¬ 
jects ; 

A paper entitled “ Observations on the Analogy 
between the Calculus of Functions and other 
Branches of Analysis^*’ by Charles Babbage, Esq. 
M. A. F. R. S. 

Several singular analogies are pointed out, one 
of which relates to a method of solving functional 
equations by a process very similar to that em¬ 
ployed by Euler for the solution of difterential 
equations, by means of a factor, which renders 
the equations integrable. In the application of 
this, however, to functional equations, some diffi¬ 
culties occur, which still require elucidation. 

Two general Propositions in the Method of 
Differences."' By T. Knight, Esq. 

The two propositioiis here treated of, are to 
determine the difference, or integral of a 
function of any number of quantities whose differ¬ 
ences are variable. The method pursued by 
Mr. Knight is sufficiently simple, considering the 
complicated nature of the formulae investigated. 
It might however be rendered still more concise, 
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by employing the elegant device of Arbogast, of 
separating the symbols of operation from those of 
quaiitily ; thus the expression: 


1 dx ”— 


which Mr. Knight denotes thus : 

,g|(„ 

\(i«—'y/y« / ' 

would be very naturally represented by 


^ d.v ^ dij J 

and similarly in other instaru'cs. 

Tills author does not appear to be aware of the 
adniiniblc work whicli contains this artifice of 
notation, the Calculus of Derivations ; in it, if we 
mistake not, (see Art. d09), he will find a theorem 
much more comprehensive than the two which he 
has deinoiistraled, and which, in fact, contains 
them, lull it is treated by dilferent principles, 

A jiaper by T. Knight, Lvsq. ‘‘ ott the (Jonsirnc- 
iion of tjiifjaritlimic Tables ' 

Tlie aiiiltor proposes to give instructions for the 
formation of a table of logarithms to any num¬ 
ber ol* decimals. These will unfioiibledly be found 
useful, when the increased aeciirac\ of experi¬ 
mental inquiry shall have rendered necessary 
more extensive tables tlian those in common use ; 
find there is an uniformity in the plan that Mr. 
Knight lias pointed out, wliich has not been very 
prevalent in the instructions generally given for 
this purpose. In the mean time it is much to be 
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regretted that the immense tables calculated 
under the direction of M. Prony have not yet 
been given to the world. It is now about twenty 
years since (his vast labour was accomplished, 
and we liave but lately heard of an intention of 
publishing an abridgement of them to eight places 
of decimals ; and even this appears to depend on 
the cliance of finding a number of subscribers to 
defray the cxpcnce of ptiblicatioii. Even in this 
reduced stale they would be a valuable present 
to the mathematical world, as from the methods 
taken to insure their accuracy, they would form 
a criterion by which the accuracy of the common 
tables might bo ascertained. 

This volume also contains a note from Mr. 
Knight, in whicli he acknowledges that the proof 
he had given of (he binomial theorem, and which 
the Royal Society inserted in tlic volume of their 
Transactions of tfie preceding year, had been 
invented and published by Mr. Spence about six 
years before; and he.makes the same acknow¬ 
ledgement wdlh respect to the first theorem in his 
paper on liic construction of logarithmic tables, 
wliicli wc have already noticed as appearing in 
the present volume. 

Tlie very learned and ingenious gentleman who 
lias thus anticipated the results of Mr. Knight, is 
now no more ; he was one of the very few of our 
countrymen who cultivate the higher departments 
of mathematical science; intimately acquainted 
with the present slate of that science, he devoted 
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himself with ardour to extend its boundaries; and 
the successful result of his early efforts furnished 
abundant cause to regret the premature termina¬ 
tion of a career of originality and genius. His 
mathematcal papers have been examined by Mr. 
Herschell, and some, which are sufficiently com¬ 
plete, are in the course of publication ; amongst 
those will be found a paper on the Integration 
of some Equations of finite DifferenceSy of very 
considerable difficulty. 

One of the most important additions to inathc* 
muticul literature during the past year, is a Neto 
Exylanatiun of the Theory of Imaginary 

by Oompertz, Esq. It is a subject whicli 
has always been considered as involved in consi- 
dcrablo difficidty, although the accuracy of the 
results obtained by llieir means has never been 
disputed. The mode of reasoning pursued by 
Mr. Goinpertz is peculiarly delicate and refined, 
and to those who are sufficiently advanced in 
these studies to appreciate its force,it is perfectly 
conviiicing- 

We shall not attempt to abridge this explana¬ 
tion, which would lose considerably by being 
deprived of the illustrations with which it is so 
ably supported. Wc cannot, however, forbear 
noticing the singular coiineclioii whicli Mr. Goni- 
pertz has shown to exist between tlie doctrine 
of imaginary quantities, and one of the most 
beautiful and interesting branches of geometry, 
the subject of porisms, 

Tlic mechanic arts in this country have already 
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reached so high a degree of perfection as to render 
them, in many instances, almost incapable'of 
improvement; hence, their advances cannot be 
expected to be so rapid and brilliant as the bran¬ 
ches of chemical science, which, as it is deve¬ 
loped, is constantly alfording new facilities to the 
man of science, as well as the fnanuiactiiring 
artist. Considerable advances have, however, 
been made in this department since the first ap¬ 
pearance of this work, and the Editors trust that 
they will not be accused of inattention to this 
most important branch of British improvement, 
since they have taken occasional upportnnitics of 
introducing accounts of such objects as came to 
their knowledge, and wliich seemed most particu¬ 
larly deserving of public attention. 

Among the most prominent of the mechanical 
improvenients vvJiich wc have now to notice, is 
the dry process of preparing and husbanding Flax, 
of which a particular account is given in our pre¬ 
sent volume, and which appears to hold out mate¬ 
rial advantages to this nation. 

The typographic art has not onlybecii improved 
and facilitated, but this improvement has been 
extended to several articles connected with it; 
and the ingenious application of machinery and 
steam to the process of printing, as practised at 
the Times newspaper olfice, and in a more im¬ 
proved slate at the prinling-oflice of Mr. Bensley, 
cannot fail to excite astonishment at the rapidity 
with w’hich the work is pei formed. 

The new and ingenious printing press of Mr. 
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Donkin, the revival and introduction of the litho¬ 
graphic art, or printing from stone, and the im¬ 
proved proccssof printing in colours without plates, 
and the use of inks without oil or any material 
which may discolour the white of the paper, as 
proposed by Mr. Savage, fill possess important 
advantages. 

Mr. Didot has likewise materially improved 
and simplified the process of producing paper in 
continuous sheets, or culling it into any size or 
form. 

Among the manufacturing processes, that of 
weaving has received some important improve¬ 
ments, particularly from that most ingenious artist 
and manufacturer Mr, Healhcoat,of I.oudon,who 
was the first to contrive effective machinery^ which 
should imitate \vith precision all the intricate mo¬ 
tions ofthe lacc maker upon the pillow, and pro¬ 
duce a fabric in formation similar to that offoreign 
lace, and scarcely to be dislingiiished from it. He 
lias since so far improvctl his machinery, as to 
introduce the gimp or paUeni upon it in the first 
instance while weaving: nor is his machinery 
confined to the produclion of one breadth at a 
time. He has since directed his attention to 
that most valuable machine, the stocking frame, 
and now produces several pairs at once, by a pro¬ 
cess nearly similar to tliat which originally pro- 
diiccd but one w'cb. Mr, ]Vk•^^?eY^s new process 
for weaving coach and livery lacc is also highly 
worthy of notice, as producina’ a fabric from the 
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same materials, which far exceeds in beauty any 
thing which had preceded it. 

The manufacture of woollen cloth in this 
country has likewise been carefully attended to, 
and has received Some valuable improvements, 
not only in the growth and preparation of wool, 
but likewise in the finisliing processes called 
shearing and gigging, by the machinery intro¬ 
duced by Messrs. Lewis, Price, Colliers, and 
others, in Cloucestershire. 

The easy and safe conveyance of passengers 
and goods, by roads and navigation, is an object 
of the first importance in a commercial country, 
and one particularly deserving of attention. The 
benefits arising from canal navigation, are already 
sensibly felt in every part of tlie kingdom, and 
from the attention which lias for some time past 
been paid to propelling vessels by steam, and the 
many improvements which have been proposed in 
its application, there is every reason to hope that it 
will be as cffectuallv used in canals and at sea, as 
in rivers ; and in a future Number, when some of 
these new expedients have stood the test of expe¬ 
rience, wo shall oifer some remarks on those 
which appear the most efficient. Several machines 
have likewise been presented to the public for 
amending and repairing roads. 

London has within the last few years to boast 
the aciiuisition of two new Bridges; the light 
and elegant iron structure of Vauxhall, erected 
under the direction, and from the design of 
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James Walker, Esq., and the magnificent granite 
bridge of Waterloo, which as a piece of modern 
masonry is perhaps unrivalled in the world. The 
more stupendous iron bridge of Southwark is 
making rapid progress towards completion, under 
the directions of John Rennie, Esq., and will 
probably he finished before the close of the present 
year; while the patent lately obtained by Captain 
Samuel Brown, R. N., m^ay perhaps be the means 
of producing an elFort of art almost beyond ima¬ 
gination, since he proposes to construct a bridge 
of chains formed of long bars of iron, the central 
opening of which will be 1000 feet, and the 
lateral ones 500 feet each; and his deductions are 
drawn from experiments conducted so carefully, 
to leave no doubt of the possibility of carrying this 
grand scheme into execution. 

J'he progress which the illumination from coal 
gas is making, not only in the metropolis, but in 
various provincial towns, and the perfection to 
which Ihe apparatus is now brought, cannnot be 
considered among the least of the improvements 
of the present day. 

To those may be added, the improvements in 
fire arms, derived from the patents of Messrs. 
Manton, Paulli, and Sartoris, the latter of whom 
have applied the heal obtained from the condensa¬ 
tion of air, to fire the charge, instead of flint and 
steel. Adie’s alteration of the barometer, by 
which it isi rendered completely portable ; the 
improvement of Bramah’s lock, by which the most 

VOIi. V. c 
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perfect security is obtained ; the kaleidoscope of 
Dr. Brewster, for assisting the imagination of 
artists, in producing regular forms in a manner 
almost magical ; and many other articles, which 
want of room, rather than of inclination, obliges 
us to pass over in silence. 

Having said thus much concerning the scien¬ 
tific novelties of the year, vve might refer to 
a multitude of important facts, discoveries, and 
inventions which have been brought before the 
[)ublic by periodical writers ; but as our object is 
rather to form a general estimate than to enter 
into particular details, and as we are necessarily 
liuiiled in this place, we pass over much in silence, 
and refer our readers to our own pages^aud those 
of our colleagues and contemporaries, for the ma- 


• M''c trust that the plan of the miscellaneous article in tlie, 
pi esent Number will be approved of. We propose that it 
should present a (quarterly retrospect of tlie subject it em¬ 
braces, consisting partly of original experiments, and intelli¬ 
gence; partly of such gloatungs from daily and monthly 
publications as are thought worthy of being more perma¬ 
nently recorded. These it is intended to arrange under the 
following heads : 

J. MrcHANicAL .Science. 

Abstract Mathematics. 

Mechanics, Astronomy. 

Optics, Pneumatics. 

Hydrostatics, Acoustics, &c. 

Architecture. 

Mechanical Manufactures. 

Agriculture. 
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terials which fill up the outline and complete the 
sketch we have given. 

For the same reason we have abstained from re¬ 
marks upon the progress of the sciences abroad, 
where they have been diligently cultivated, and 
more especially in the capital of the French em¬ 
pire. 

To revert more immediiitcly to ourselves, we 
trust that our own pages, as well as those of other 
works, bear testimony to the activity of the 
Royal Institution, and that the various courses 
of instruction, which undiir the direction of the 
Managers of the EslabUshment, are annually 


]l. Chemical Scibnch. 

Chemistry. 

Meteorology. 

Electricity- 

Magnetism. 

111 . Natur\l IIistouy. 

Zoology. 

Eotany. 

Mineralogy. 

Geology. 

Anatomy. 

Medicine. 

Surgery? &c. 

IV. General Literature, Fine Arts, and Miscbllaneous 

Subjects. 

Literary Intelligence. 

Antiquities. 

Painting. 

Sculpture. 

Engraving. 

Ornamental Arts. 
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delivered within our walls, are calculated to sus¬ 
tain the reputation of the School, and the credit 
of the Professors 

If the patronage bestowed be considered as 
bearing a relati(»ii to the merits of our exertions, 
we begin to perceive grounds of solid satisfaction. 
Though our zeal and activity were never blunted 
by the alarming apprehension of pecuniary em¬ 
barrassment, with wbicli we were once assailed, 
it sti'l operated in many respects as a repulsive 
power to the vvell wishers of the establishment, 
and gave an apparent sanction to the weak iiivcii- 
lions of our enemies. bVom these we are now 
relievi d, partly by the accession of new nieiubers, 
of whom a list is annexed, and partly by a dona¬ 
tion 1‘roiii John Fuller, Esq., of Rose Hill, who 
has contributed the interest of the sum of 0N12 
THOOSANP POUNDS to tlic general purposes of the 
Institution ; and upon conditions couched in 
terms of unbounded liberality, has proffered 
the capital either towards the immediate extinc¬ 
tion of onr very small outstanding debt, or for the 
foundation of a siiikin<r fund. 

It is hoped that such an example of well directed 
bounty may prfivo generally useful to the interests 
of science, and that funds xvill not be wanting, 
wherevi r it shall be shewn that they are not frit¬ 
tered away in visionary schemes, but legitimately 
applied to the diffusion of knowledge; that they 
are not suffered to slide into the pocket of the 
sinecurist, but economically employed for the 
public good. 
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List Mbmbebs elected into the Royal Institution 

in the year I817« 

John riAinhrou^h, Ksq. 

Thomas Hoblyii, Esq. F. R. 8. 

Thomas J<^aiis, Esq. 

Samuel Parkes, Esq. F. L. S. 

Cieorg'c Mo(»rc, Esq. 

Frederick Ilods^son, Esq. 

John Dynelev, Esq. 

Sir AV. liiirrou^hs, Bart. Af. P. 

Samuel V. Wrij^ht, Esq. 

Anthony liorlolaeri, 

Major \\'. t\ lIoUow.iv, Royal Engineers. 
Eieiiteiumt Odoncl John Baillie, F. H. S» 

01i\er Fai rer, Esq. 

Captain 'I'hoinas vJoleby, Royal Enf^’inerrs, 

William J^tewart Rose, Esq. 

James Crodiiii!, E&q. 

Charlt s Hol)iii'*on, E-^q. 

AlexandiT ( opland, l‘’''q. 

Aw^uslns Hozzi < rranville, AJ. T). 

Robert. \\ illrnns. Esq. M. 1*. 
liicuteiiant (.'oloiu l Ansley. 

.fcremi.ih Olivt-*, |'l«,q. 

A.shnr.-i Al.ij^-ndie, Esq. 

('. I*. Alayt r, I.sq. 

'J’homus Rt>beiiH, Esq. 

Jer*sc Watt.s Uusscll, Esq. 
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LIST OF BOOKS PRESENTED TO THE LIBRARY OF THE 
ROYAL INSTITUTION IN THE YEAR 1817. 

1817. CONORS. 

Jaa. 27. CoUectaiiea ad Statum ciFUem ct cccIesiasticDm Oco. AiiaOj Esq. M. P« 
CoiuitHtus Danelniep.sis, 4(o. M. R. I. 

A View of thp AjcricuUurai, Commcrciat, and Fi¬ 
nancial Interests of Cevluii, 8vo. I3j Antliony 
Bcrtolacci, Rsq. M.R. 1. The Autiior. 

The Insti(utioii.<« of Plij’siologj, bj J. F. Bliuucn- 
bacli, 8vo. John EllioUHon, M. i). 

Jjb Vray ct Methodiqiip Cours dc la Physique reso¬ 
lutive, par Aiinibal Barlet, 4to. Edward Brooke, Esq. 

Transactions of the (Jeological Society, vol. iv. 

part t. 4to. The Geological Society. 

The 39ih Report of the Society for Bettering the 

Condition of the Poor. TJic Socictv. 

Feb. 17. Essays on llypochoiidriaral and otiicr Nervous William Ituamure, Esip 
Atfcctions, by Jolm Reid, i\l. 1>. Hvo. M. R I. 

G. B'tagioli, Tesoretto della Lingua Toscana, 8yo. The Awlbor. 

Mar. 3. ( Curiosities of Literature, vol. .‘>. by J. DTsnteli, Esq. The Author. 

Essays, Religions and Moral, by Isaac Hawkins General Thomlon, M. 1'. 
Itrowne, Esq. Hvo M, K. I. 

10. Two Sketches of France, Bclginm and Spa, in two 

Tours during 1771 and l8l(i, 8vo. The Author. 

A Geiieuiogicul Chart of tlu- Kings of England. Mr. Riclmrd Mitchell. 

17, Outlines of Geology, by W. T. itraiulc, Professor 

of Cbein. IL 1. Kc. The Author. 

Sketch ol a Plan for <1 Rctbimation in tlic S^'slcm of 
Provincial nuiiking, 8vo. The Author. 

April 14. Cursory RnnarkH on a Bill for Regulating of Mad- 

llouM's, l*Y G. Man Burrows, Al. J). F. I., S. Ac. The Author. 

A Narrative of Occurrences in the Indian ('ountrle.s 
of North America, since llie connexion of the Earl 
of Selkirk with the Hudson’s Bay Company, 8vo. The Author. 

27. Transactions of the Horticultural Society, 4lo. The H<»rticulfunil Society. 

ATreatisi; on the Ucconis of the Creation ) by John Isaac Hawkins Browue, 
Bird Sumner; A. 2 vul. 8vo. Esq. 

Argiunf'nts in favour of the practicability of relieving 
the ahle-lmdied Pool, anil finriing cniployincnt 
for them, by Sir Egertou Bryilges, Bart. M. P. The Authoi. 

Essai General d'Education Blly^ique, Alorale, et 
Litellectuaic, par M. A, Jullicn, de Paris, 4lo. I'hc Author. 

May 5. An Inquiry into several Questions of Political 
Economy,applicdblu to the |>rc!H'nt ^tatc of Great 
Britain, by Anthony Bcrtolacci, Esq. AI. R. I. The Author. 

13. Algebra, with Aritiimctic and Mensuration, from the Henry Thomas Coicbrooke, 
Sanscrit of Braluncgupta and Blmscara, 4to. Esq. F. R. S. &c. Ac. 

The ShituUs of the Rt'alm, volumes 3 and 3. folio. Ilia Majesty’s Cuminis- 

Fsdera, titw alititm, vol. i. 2 ports. sloners of tlie Piiblio 

Domesday Book, vol. iv. and Supplement Records. 

Inquisitioiium ad Caiiellam Domini Hegis Retorna- 
tarum, vol. 3, and Suoplcnient, folio. 

A New System of Commercial Arithmetic for 
Atonies, Weights, and Measures, by I’homas 
Preston, l3mo. The AuUiur. 
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1R17. DONORS. 

May $6. Design for a bridge over the River Mersey, at 

Runcorn, to connect the Counties of Chester and Thomas Tdford, Rs4{. 
Lancaster. F. R. S. lii. 

June 16. M. De Pradt on the Colonies, and the present 

American RevoIuUons, 8vo. The Publisher. 

Herbarium; slve Aggregator practicus de Simplicibus, Earl Spencer, President of 
cum Jigurii, 4tu. cilit. antiqua. tlie R. I. 

July 7. 'Hie .$4Ui Vclmnc of the ’J'miisacliwis of the Society 
of Arts, Manufactures and Commerce. 

Mr. Artliur Aikiii’s Address at die Distribution of 

Rewards by fiie Society of Arts, ike. The Society of Arts, fitc. 

Remarks on the ('onstniction of Hot Houses, by J. 

C. icucion. F. L. S. 4to. Uio Author. 

A New System of practical political F.rononiy, with 

Engravinna of the Hydrostatic Ship. TIte Author. 

Aug. 4. Philosophical TninsacHons for 1017, Part I. IJic Royal Society. 

A Parallel dmwn between the two iuicnded Chinese 
Dictionaries, 4 to. 'll*® Author and Editor. 

Die Colonial Journal, No. f> and 6. The Editor. 

A Dissrertafioii on the Structure of the Obstetric For¬ 
ceps ; with several iicw Forms, by Ji. Rawlins, 

Surgeon, Oxford. 1 he Author. 

IV'marks on Arsenic, r,onsidercd as a Poison and a 

Medicine, by .lohn Marshall, Svirceon. The Author. 

Sentr. 15. Chemical Arausciuont; Iitflrodive ExpiTiminits 

Chemistry, by Frederick Aceiiiu, l!2iuo. Dio Author. 

An E'j'av on tlio nature of Heat, Light, and Kleclri- 

»'ity, by Charles Carpenter B.impa.>s, Esq. 8vo. The Author. 

Transarfions of the Geological Society, \ol. IV. 

2 . Die Geological Society. 

The Principles of Diagnoses by Dr. Marshall Hall, 

'J’he Author. 


j'>. Narrative of Mr. .lames Sadler’s Aerial \oyage 
acio^a the Irish Channel, OcU 1, amt of 

Mr. It irulham Sadler’s,.luly 5^2, 

«54.An E>»»y ou the ('iM'mic.sI Hisloiy and Medical 
Trcalinom of Calculous Disorders, by Alexander 
Marcet, M. D. F. H. S. M. U. 1. ivc. Hvo. 

Die Gvueva Catechism, i.rojiared by the Pastors of 
Geneva, for the Swis« and Fn-nch Prolestiml 
Churches, iSnio. 

Oct. iO. Valor Ecclcsia.sticiJH temp. Ifenr. \T1I. \ol.3,folio. 


Mr. John Sadler. 


The Author. 


I’he Revd. Dr. AbauziL 
His Maji'sty’s Coraraission- 
ers of tlic Public Records. 


A Letter on the McasiiiX's of the Medical Olhcers of 
the London Eye Infirmary, by Sir VY. Adams. 

J,usus Nalurm LKindini, observati^ di-scriptiis, Ta¬ 
bula et Notis iusuper illustratus, a B. Dc Sanctis, 
M. D. 

Nov. A D:tter to Professor Stewart, ou the objects of ge¬ 
neral 'J’eniw, and ou the axiomatical Laws of 
Vision, by John Feamc, Ksq. 

10. Six Letters on Singing, by the lUvd. C. J. Smith, 

A. M. 

Observations on tlie Phenomena of Insanity, by 
'I’homas Forster, F. L. S. 

Deer. 1. Observations on tlie origin of Decorative Architec¬ 
ture, by Samuel Ware, Esq. K. S. A. M. R. I. 

Archacologia, Vol. XVIIL Part 2. 

FhiloiopbrcalTransactious, for 1817^, Part 3. 


Tlie Aulltor. 


Die Author. 


Tire Author. 

The Autlior. 

Die Author. 

The Author. 

The Society of AuUquarie>« 
The lioy^l Society. 
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Transactions of the Hoiikultnral Society, Vol. IT. 

Part 6. The Horticultural Society. 

5. Aq eKperiiDOitai Inquiry into the Laws of the Vital 

functions, by A. P. Wilson, M.D. F.ll.S. K 8vo. The Author. 

■ CaM of the Salt Du(ice; with Proofs and Illustra¬ 
tions, by Sir Tliuiuas Bernard, Bart. M. 11.1, llie Author. 

; • Observations on tlie Gaol or 'I'yphus Fever, by Sir 

G. 0. Paul, Bart, The Atithor. 

The European Ma^aine for 1817. Mr. Asperne, the Publisher 

The Repository of Arts, Literature, &e. &c. Mr.Ackcnuan,theFublisher 


.A Collection of Swedish Minerals has been presented to the Institution 
^hjrlProfessor Swieiienstiernha, 

Mr. Dowson of Welbeck-street has presented and fixed one of his 
excellent Door f^prings to the News*paper Room. 
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SCIENCE AND THE ART 



Art. I. On the Origin and Vicissitudes of Literature, 
Science, and Art, and their Injiuence on the present 
State of Society: being a Discourse delivered on the 
ope7iing (f the Liverpool Royal Institution, Wil¬ 
liam Roscoe, Esq, 


This Discourse is upon a sulycct intimately connected with 
tlie object of our Journal, and mir readers cannt)t be dis¬ 
pleased that wc lay before them some extracts from a compo¬ 
sition, distinguislu'd by the justness of its views, and by the 
various erudition with which its accomplished author has 
adorned and illustrated his arguments and positions. It is 
not, indeed, to be expected, that much novelty will be found 
in the diseussum of topics, upon which so many writers have 
dbplayed their reasoning aiiJ learning, and with which so 
many volumes have betMi filled. The merit of this perform¬ 
ance, when divested of the interest arising from its ornaments 
and style, consists in having sepamted from the results of 
mere conjecture, some conclusions, that may be safely relied 
on, as furnishing maxims and directions for the progressive 
improvement of the arts and sciences, and in marking perspi¬ 
cuously the circumstances, that most frerpiently accompany their 
prosperity or decay. Unfortunately, some of the causes which 
have operated from the remotest periods most extensively, 
and in ways the most evident, to impede the progress, to 
hasten the decline, or finally to obliterate the vestiges of our 
VoL. V. B 



2 


On the Origin and f^iscissitudee of 

improvements, are little subject to the control of human wis¬ 
dom, and all experience leaches us, it is more to be expected 
they should be mitigated in their violence, or at times sus¬ 
pended, than wholly extinguished. Other causes, of a partial 
nature, and more in the power of governments or individuals 
to suppress or bring into activity, which are supposed to pro¬ 
mote, and which appear at different stages of the history of 
mankind and in various combinations of social order, to have 
assisted in the extension of our knowledge, have not always 
-.-'proved so decisive in their effects, as to afford undoubted rules 
* to guide our steps. 

The signal success of tlie people composing some of the 
Greek republics, in their attempts to perfect the arts and 
sciences, and the unquestionable proofs they have left of their 
advancement, have induced many writers to investigate the 
causes which animated the genius, and excited the energies of 
that extraordinary race, to reach the excellence they attained. 
The free nature of their governments, and their public insti¬ 
tutions, are supposed to have served as the foundation of this 
acknowledged eminence; yet to the republics such eminence 
was not exclusively confined. Jt may indeed be doubted, if 
the history of antiquity has transmitted to us materials suffi¬ 
cient to determine with certainty, how far sucli causes ope¬ 
rated to produce the benefits ascribed to them; or to what 
extent they received assistance from other motives, well known 
to awaken exertion. The tastes, opinions, prejudices, private 
habits, and the various relations of individuals in a nation to 
each other, are not frequently recorded by the historian, 
and can be but imperfeptly collected from works written pro¬ 
fessedly to instruct us on such points: yet, upon their tendency 
to encourage or depress the progress of knowledge, must the 
fete of literature and the sciences much depend. Even at 
periods not fer distant from our own times, and in states of 
society subject to our personal inspection, how difficult it ap¬ 
pears to distinguish the combinations of circumstances and 
events, which accelerate or retard the march of our improve¬ 
ments, or estimate the real value of schemes and plans, which 
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hare been anxiously matured by wisdom and experience, to 
rouse or direct the genius of a nation. 

Notwithstanding the difficulties in which these questions 
are involved, some conditions are indisputably established, as 
requisite under all forms of government, to ensure the pros¬ 
perity of literature and science. To their devclopement Mr. 
Hoscoe has directed his attention; and, fortunately, they 
appear in all respects conducive to the happiness and interests 
of mankind. We consider this part of his Discourse, and that 
in which he demonstrates the indissoluble connection of lite¬ 
rature and science with the exaltation of our species and the 
stability of society, to be the most important; and we must 
refer such readers, as are unwilling to lose the benefit of inge¬ 
nious suggestions on the origin of the arts in remote anti¬ 
quity, to the work from which we shall make the extracts. 

Mr. Roscoe prefiices this part of his Discourse, from which 
our extracts are made, with the just remark, that it roust be 
thought extraordinary, that when mankind have once arrived 
at a high degree of improvement, and by long and unwearied 
exertions have divested themselves of the shackles of igno¬ 
rance, they should again be liable to fall into a state of debase, 
ment, and to forfeit those acquisitions, which required such 
an effort of genius and of labour to obtain; and that it might 
reasonably have been presumed, tliat when letters and arts 
had arrived at a certain eminence, they would only have to 
look ardently forwards towards higher degrees of improve¬ 
ment. Experience, however, affords a perpetual proof, that 
this is not the condition of our nature ; even when knowledge 
and taste have been interwoven with the very manners and 
habits of the people, they have, in a short time, been obli¬ 
terated and lost. If we may trust a very popular opinion, the 
energies of nature have, from the earliest records of society, 
been continually declining, and the productions of her later 
years can stand in no degree of comparison with those of her 
vigorous youth. Another opinion, in direct opposition to this 
dispiriting idea, would induce us to believe, ** that the human 
race is in a regular and progressive course of improvement, 
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and that every age of the vrorld is more enlightened than that 
which preceded it; but the experience of past ages does not 
allow us to conclude, that such progressive improvement is 
the characteristic of the human race: and we must dismiss 
the idea that there is, in the human mind, any inherent ten¬ 
dency towards either improvement or deterioration. 

It has been strongly insisted, that one of the causes which 
has contributed to the vicissitudes of literature and sciences 
is, the diversity of climate, and local situation. There are 
count ries, it has been observed by an eminent French writer, 
where (he inhabitants have never received tlie first rudiments 
of improvement, and he conceii^es he can exactly ascertain 
within what degree of the equator such countries lie; hut it 
requires no very extensive acquaintance with history to dis¬ 
cover, that the progress of letters and arts is not restricted by 
rivers and mountains; and that such is the constitution of 
man, that in many instances the facility of success deadens the 
desire of it, and the obstacles which he encounters only serve 
to give a keener edge to his exertions. 

“ Some have supposed that the sciences and arts contain 
within themselves the principles of their own destruction, and 
when they have arrived at their highest excellence, they, in 
the course of human affairs, perish and decay. This effect 
has been accounted for, by imagining it is occasioned by over¬ 
strained refinement, or a desire of excelling those who may be 
considered the just standards-of taste. But such observations 
contain little more than the statement of facts, in which wc 
must all agree; but still the question must recur to what 
cause this decline of liberal studies is to he attributed. It 
may, with confidence, be asserted, that neither literature nor 
art have attained their highest degree of perfection: and the 
causes of this alteration, therefore, must be souglit in some 
essential changes in the condition and manners of a people, 
which degrades their dignity, perverts their moral character, 
corrupts and extinguishca their taste. This is illustrated, by 
comparing the state of Rome, when the style of Cicero had 
attained such a degree of excellence, with the period wheA a 
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decline in the art of oratory took place» and the change that 
occurred in Italy, in the beginning of the sixteenth century, 
when the independent states of that country fell under the 
dominion of despotic princes, and the free and vigorous mode 
of composition, that distinguished the revivors of learning, 
gave way to an affected and enervated manner; till, with their 
indeiiendeiice, and strength of character, the people lost that 
truth of feeling, and correctness of taste, which can be per¬ 
manently established on no other foundation. Having esta- 
blisiied, that we are to seek for the vicissitudes in the fate of 
literature and the sciences, in the unceasing operation of 
moral causes, in the relations of society, and the disposition 
and pro{)ensities of the human mind, wc find one of the most 
impoi'tunt of relations to be, that by which we are con¬ 
nected with the government under which we live. That the 
enjoyment of civil liberty is indispensable to tlie cultivation 
of literature, an opinion that has been very generally ad¬ 
vanced; and that in a despotic monarchy, where the people 
are governed as slaves, it is impossible they can aspire to any 
refinement of taste or i*eason. Hut although this sentiment, 
in various forms, and in various modifications, has been often 
asserted, this lias lu^t deterred others from avowing a contrary 
opinion, and produce the age of Louis the Fourteenth as as 
period of high civilization, and distinguished literary excel¬ 
lence. Yet tills improvement was not the result of a free 
government, but the spontaneous growth of a country, which 
had long been a stranger to political and civil liberty, and 
which even gloried in its subjection to despotic control, 

** In attempting to decide on these opposing facts and dis¬ 
cordant opinions, it may, in the first place, be observed, it is 
not on tlie jirofesscd, or nominal form of a government, on 
which its aptitude or inaptitude to the promotion of literature 
depends. A jealous, or suspicious government, locks up and 
deadens the energies of the people. All governments derive 
their support from public ojnnion ; and when any govern¬ 
ment, whatever its denomination be, is firmly established, it 
can admit of a degree of liberty in its subjects, which might 
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be supposed to be injurious or fatal to unsettled authority. 
According to the degree of confidence which any government 
has in its own stability, will, in general, be the liberty allowed 
to the expression of the public sentiment, and in proportion 
to this liberty will be the proficiency made in literary pur¬ 
suits. Nor must this freedom of opinion and expression be 
confined to particular subjects. Debarred of expatiating at 
large on those important subjects which involve the regu¬ 
lations of society, in jiolities, in morals, in manncrSi and in 
religion, the human faculties become contracted, devoted to 
minute and trivial discussions, and unable to operate with 
vigour and effect, even upon those subjects which arc per¬ 
mitted to their research. 

“ It has therefore seldom been in the jiower of an absolute 
monarch, to afford a degree of literary liberty equal to that 
which tlie people enjoy under a mixed or popular form of 
government; and with whatever liberality it may be granted, 
being the bare concession of the sovereign, it is neither so 
certain in its duration, nor so extensive in its cfl'cct, as that 
which is founded on right, and defined by known and esta¬ 
blished laws. In a government legitimately constituted, the 
freedom of enquiry and expression is a permanent principle,' 
interwoven with the existence of the state; in an absolute 
monarchy it is temporary and accidental, depending on the 
character and will of the prince, and may be suppressed or 
extinguished, whenever he may conceive that his interest or 
his safety requires the adoption of such means. 

** There is a striking distinction between a despotic and a 
popular government, as applied to the improvement of the 
human mind; in the former, as the administration of public 
affairs is concentrated in an individual, who is jealous of any 
interference in the exercise of his authority, a large field of 
enquiry is shut out from the investigation of the people, when 
the chief encitement to exertion is the hope of those favours 
and rewards, which the sovereign may think proper to bestow; 
but in a state, which partakes of the nature of a popular go¬ 
vernment, the path to distinction, to wealth, to honour, and 



7 


Literature, Science, and Art, ^-c, 

importance, is open to all, and the success of every individual 
will, in general, be in proportion to his vigilance and talents. 
The studies of literature are only a reflection, or shadow, of 
the transactions of real life; and he who is a stranger to the 
hopes and fears, to the passions and emotions, which agitate 
the mind in the affairs of the world, will only repeat the ideas 
of others, but will never attain that originality and strength 
of thought, which is only derived from close examination, and 
long observation of real life. 

** Among the external causes that deaden the operation of the 
intellect, and destroy the vital principle of exertion, few have 
been more effectual than a state of public insecurity, and a 
long continuance of desolating wars. The circumstances in 
which all Europe was placed, during the middle ages, when, 
for a long course of time, one species of desolation was fol¬ 
lowed by another, in quick succession, and the world was 
thinned in Us number by pestilence and famine, the sword 
exhibited too certain a cause of the deep debasement of the 
human mind, and of the almost total relinquishment of liberal 
studies. In the arrogant estimation of brutal strength, wis¬ 
dom and learning arc effeminate and contemptible; and when 
those qualities are little esteemed, the attainment of them will 
no longer excite exertion. 

It then appears that a state of general tranquillity, and a 
government that ailmits of a free exertion of the mind, are 
indispensably necessary to intellectual improvement. It would, 
however, be in vain to expect, that the arts and sciences should 
flourish, to their full extent, in any country where they are 
not provided, or accompanied by a certain degree of stability, 
wealth, and competency, so as to enable its inhabitants occa¬ 
sionally to withdraw their attention from the more laborious 
occupations of life, and devote it to speculative enquiries, and 
the pleasures derived from the works of art. Whenever any 
state has allowed this enviable preeminence, and enjoys also 
the blessings of civil and political liberty, letters and arts are 
introduced, not as a positive convention of any people, but as 
a natural and unavoidable result. 

** It is not merely on industry, but also on the proper appli- 
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catioa of industry, according to the natural situation and pro¬ 
ductions of a country, (hat its prosperity appears. Of all 
enipluyinents, the cultivation of tlie earth, as it is the most 
indispcnsuble, is the most natural to man ; and an attachment 
to tl)c country seems interwoven in our very constitution. 
The pursuits of agriculture tend, not only to promote that 
competency which is requisite to our individual support, but, 
at the snuie time, to inspire those dispositions and teelings 
which are the source of intellectual enjoyment, and result in 
the productions of literature and taste. Instances might be 
adduced, both in the ancient and modern times, where the 
prosperity, and even refiiieinent of a nation, has been chiefly 
raised upon the basis of successful agricultural pursuits. 

“ The effect of manufactures is different, and, upon the 
whole, not so conducive as agriculture, to the formation of 
intellectual character. It tends to increase the wealth of a 
country ; but, it is much to be feared, that the unavoidable 
tendency of these employments is, to contract or deaden the 
exertion of the intellect, and reduce the powers of the body 
and mind to a inacbinc. 

** Of tiio cunncction tliat has, from the earliest ages, subsisted 
between commerce and intellectual improvement, the records 
of the human race bear constant evidence. The perfection 
and happiness of our nature arise, in a great degree, from the 
exercise of our relative and social feelings, and the wider 
these are extended, the more excellent and accomplished will 
be the chuiactcr that will be formed; and we find, that in 
every nation \^hcrc commerce has been cultivated upon great 
and enlightened pi'inciples, a considerable proficiency has been 
made in liberal studies and pursuits. Jt is not possible for us 
to repress our exultation at the rising prospects and rapid im-* 
provcmeiit of our own country, or to close our eyes to the 
decisive evidence which every day brings before us, of tlic 
mutual advantages which commerce and literature derive 
from each other. Not only in the metropolis, but even in the 
commercial towns of the United Kingdom, academical iiistitU'* 
tions are formed, and literary societies established, upon dif¬ 
ferent plans and different resources, but all of them cal-> 
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culated to promote the great object of intellectual improve* 
inent. 

“ It is not, by the mere laborious and serious occupation 
only, to which we have before adverted, that a nation is raised 
to honour and prosperity. Strange and uov<d as tlie assertion 
may ap])ear, it is no less tnie, that the advantges and enjoy¬ 
ments which thise studies and pursuits atlbrd, aie not only 
obtained without any expense to the country in which they 
are encouraged, but that ll»ey actually repay, in wealth and 
emoliiinent, much more than they require for their support. 
To what are all the astonishing iuiprovcinents lately made in 
manufactures, in mechaiucs, and in cliemistry, to be attri- 
buteil, but to tltc incessant researches of those distinguished 
individual-*, whose talents have been exerted to improve the 
products of tlic soil, and to abridge the necessity of human 
labour ? 

“ It would, however, be as degrading to ourselves, as unjust 
to the dignity of science, to estimate her importance only in 
a direct and pecuniary point of view. Are the jjowers of the 
mind to be considered nieiely as subservient to the accommo¬ 
dation of our phyaii-al >vaiits, or the grsiiilicatirm of our selfish 
passions ? VVitatever is wise, beneficient, or useful in govern¬ 
ment, in jiifispi udence, in political economy, is the result, of 
her indi-fatigable exertions : exertions which always increase 
with ttie magnitude ot the object to be attained. 

“Nor arc tlu* arts, eonneclcd with design, as painting, sculp¬ 
ture, and aichitccture, to be considccd as drawbacks on the 
augmentation of national wealth, or as useless dependants on 
the bounty of a countiy. How shall we estimate the influx 
of wealth into the cities of Italy in the sixteenth century, or 
into Holland and the Low ('ountries in the seventeenth, as a 
compensation fur those woiks of art, which continue to in¬ 
crease iu value to the present day, and form, at.this time, no 
inconsiderable portion of the pei’inunent riches of Lurupe ? It 
roust be clcai'ly understood, that it is not as a roattcr of plea¬ 
sure or gratification merely, or as an object of luxury, that I 
thus venture to recommend the cultivation of the fine arts,*— 
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my purpose is, to demonstrate their utility. Whoever has 
attended, in the slightest degree, to this subject, must ac¬ 
knowledge how intimately the improvement in our manufoc- 
tories have kept pace with the proficiency made in the arts of 
design; and that these are departments in which these arts, 
by their sole energies, have greatly contributed to the wealth 
and reputation of the country. 

shall, perhaps, be accused of treating the subject in a 
maimer unworthy of myself, and of my audience, by thus 
seizing upon the arts, whose province is to delight the ima¬ 
gination, and elevate the mind, by chaining them down to 
labour, in the dull round of pecuniary profit; but if you will 
])rotcct the arts, the arts will, and ought to remunerate you. 
To suppose they are to be encouraged upon some abstract and 
disinterested plan, from which all idea of utility shall be ex¬ 
cluded, is to suppose that a building can be erected without a 
foundation. There is not a greater error, than to think the 
arts can subsist upon the generosity of the public: they are 
willing to j>ay for whatever is devoted to their advantage, but 
they will not become slaves. If, in the infancy of their pro¬ 
gress, some assistance should be requisite, such a necessity 
cannot long exist. The arts can only flourish where they 
command. Till an artist can produce a work of such merit, 
as to induce some individuals to prefer it to its value in 
money, lie ought not to expect a reward; it is a bounty and a 
degradation, and, in its effect,- tends to mislead, and not to 
encourage the art. 

I acknowledge I should be unjust to my subject, were I to 
rest its pretensions here ; and I ho|>e I may be permitted, in a 
general way, to state the utility and importance of these pur¬ 
suits. To what mode of expression did the ancients resort, 
when they wished to perpetuate the achievements of their 
heroes, or the ideal forms of their divinities, but to sculpture? 
Nor has this confidence in the immortality of art diminished 
in our own times. For the heroic deeds, by which so many 
of our countrymen have, of late years, been distinguished, 
what has been a higher recompense, or what has marked in a 
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more effectual manner the applause and admiration of a grate¬ 
ful people, than those splendid memorials of sculpture which 
have been devoted to their memory.’’ 

Mr. Roscoe then proceeds to make some remarks on the 
studies of literature, as distinguished from the arts and 
sciences; but as some of bis observations apply, with the same 
force, equally to the three branches of knowledge, when culti¬ 
vated as the objects of education, refinement, or amusement, 
we cannot forbear to insert them. 

“The delight and instruction which the studies of literature 
communicate, the perpetual charm which they throw over our 
hours of leisure, the resources whicli they afford against indo¬ 
lence and languor, and the strong barrier which they form 
against vicious ami degrading pursuits, will be universally 
acknowledged; but in what manner they contribute to the 
prosperity of the community, will not be as easily perceived. 
But even their direct influence is not inconsiderable. It is 
scarcely necessary to recur to former times, and other coun¬ 
tries, for proofs of the inqiortance of this art in a pecuniary 
and commercial point of view. Such has been the progress 
of knowledge and taste in this country, that in order to sup¬ 
ply the avidity of the public, immense establishments and 
manufactories are required, and the commerce of the country 
greatly promoted. 

“ Other branches of study have their peculiar objects of en¬ 
quiry; but those of literature are unlimited and universal, and 
may be considered as the support, the nurse, and guardian of 
the rest. Whetiier the discoveries of science are to be ex¬ 
plained and recorded, whether the ]u*inciples of the fine arts 
are to be illustrated, whether the rules and institutions of 
society itself are to be demonstrated and defined, it is she who 
is entrusted with this important office. 

In thus attempting (continues Mr. Roscoe) to vindicate 
the studies of literature, and the cultivation of the line arts, 
and chiefly on the principle of utility, 1 am not insensible that 
1 may be supposed to be indifferent or adverse to the opinions 
of those who have defended them on other grounds. There 
are many persons who contend their object is to please, and 
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who attribute the enjoyment we derive from the bounty of 
the Creator, who, throughout the whole of his works, has 
shown, that an attention to order, to elegance, and to beauty, 
corresponding to certain fixed principles in our constitution, 
forms a part of his great and beneficent plan; but I con¬ 
ceive, in tiiis instance, there is no necessity for our separating 
the ideas of utility and of pleasure, and of relying for our jus¬ 
tification on one of them only. The gifts of the Creator are 
full-handed; nor has he always placed it in our power to ac¬ 
cept of that which is indispensibly necessary, witlmut, at the 
same time, compelling us to accept of the pleasure that 
accompanies it. 

With regard to taste and science, as well as in other re¬ 
spects, mankind arc the architects of their own fortunes. 
Experience demonstrates, that it is to the influence of moral 
causes, to those dispositions and arrangements in the affairs 
of mankind, that are peculiarly within our own ])Ower, that 
we are to seek for the reasons of the progress and decline of 
the libcial studies. It is to the establishment of national 
liberty, to the continuance of public tranquillity, to successful 
industry and nationnl prosperity, and the wish to pay honour 
to genius and talent, that we arc certainly to refer the im-’ 
provements that take place.” 

We have to apologize to Mr. Hoscoc, and oui* readd's, for 
having niutiluted this Discourse. The limits of our Journal 
compelled us to commit this injustice; but we were anxious 
to avail ourselves of his authority to sanction the principles, 
upon which we generally concur, that literature, the sciences, 
and the arts depend for their advancement; and, we 
feel confident, disfigured as they are by us, they will still 
amply contribute to serve the purpose for wliicli we intend 
them. 

It is usual, in considering literature, the sciences, and the 
arts, to treat each of these general terms, as comprehend¬ 
ing within its meaning, exclusively of the rest, some defined 
objects of our knowledge or research: but, in attempting to 
arrange the various branches of human information under 
buch separate heads, we shall find that art is frequently a science. 
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and that literature sometimes comprizes an art. To make 
this distinction is of little importance, when it refers to their 
improvement or progress, which must, in all of them, depend 
on the same general principles of encouragement, and be im¬ 
peded by the same obstructions ; but when, as we have often 
found, literature, the arts, and the sciences, are contending, 
amongst themselves, under these general descriptions, for a 
priority of merit, in contributing to the happiness of indivi¬ 
duals and the prosperity of states, it would be necessary to 
settle with some accuracy the several departments of know¬ 
ledge that each includes, before the <picstion can be decided. 

We do not, however, feel it essential to onr present views, 
to enter on this criticism. Wc admit the iniporUince of all; 
but think tliat each subordinate brancli, without any reference 
to the general term under which it may be distributed, is best 
disposed in the scale of excellence by its obvious and immediate 
consequences, as well as by its real power, in conferring bene¬ 
fits on mankind. Such as operate only, indirectly, or re¬ 
motely, are subject to such interruption in their eiFects from 
the fluctuation of huuiaii affairs, and to such discussion as to 
their tendency, that it appears more suitable to the range of 
our intellects to decide their comparative value, by means the 
least liable to dispute. 

I’ainting, scul})turc, and music, are arts whose effects fre¬ 
quently and impressively attract our attention ; they are the ob¬ 
jects of request of the rich and th<i refined; of persons who 
command the taste and influence the opinions of a nation, and 
for these reasons appear to have obtained formerly a greater 
preference of protection than to us they appear to merit. 
Although of the two former, the one has the advantage of being 
connected with drawing and the other with architecture, we 
can yet conceive that social order might have made great strides 
towards perfection, without a profound acquaintance with their 
principles, or much dexterity in their practice ; they arc more 
to be regarded as the ofispringof established security, as fos¬ 
tered by opulence, and as niini;rlci Ing to our amusements, than 
as comt>osing pait of the cemc-nt and materials to which the 
edifice of society is indebted for iU solidity or comfort. I’octry 
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is in our estimation entitled to the same rank, and were it not 
for the transcendent merit of the Iliad, written at a period 
when society must have been imperfectly constituted, would 
appear, in its improved state, to exhibit at all times the indi¬ 
cations of wealth and refinement in pursuit of pleasure; 
that it has flourished without this protection, may in some 
measure be accounted for from its independence of other 
arts and sciences. Poetry is in general a representation of 
the scenes of nature, of the eflccts of the conflicting passions 
of niakind, and of the various events which must at all times 
agitate and convulse our species ; it selects or combines the 
most prominent beauties of the creation, or jiaiiits tiie images 
that most interest our syinpatiiies and feelings ; but as these 
objects arc, either by observation or tradition, always present 
to our senses, it reeptires little more than that nature should 
furnish the genius endowed with powers to collect and describe 
them in the most impressive form. No other art is equally 
exempt from the restraints imposed by the ignorance of indi¬ 
viduals and the barbarity of governments, or requires less assist¬ 
ance from the sciences to afford distinction. 

If it were true that painting, sculpture, and poetry were 
of the importance sometimes ascribed to them, their effects 
on the welfare of mankind, might be expected to increase 
in proportion as they advanced towards perfection. Mr. 
lloscoe thinks they have not reached the utmost verge of ex¬ 
cellence, that we have still much to hope and attain. To de¬ 
termine however this point, we must have some standard ad¬ 
mitted to be just, some uncontroverted principles or axioms 
with wiiich we can compare, or by which we can measure our 
progress. Taste is too indefinite for the purpose, it is claimed 
equally by persons who hold the most discordant opinions on 
the point, whose repugnant pretensions are maintained by the 
moat opposite examples; it is incapable of being transmitted 
by very accurate rules or description, and in practice frequently 
appeal's a term convertible with that of fancy. A writer,* 
eminent for his genius and critical abilities, has said of the 
poetry of Pope, ** that new sentiments or new images others 
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may produce, but to attempt any further improv^enta on ^ ^ ^ t 
versification would be dangerous. Art and diligence have ^ 

done their best, and what shall be added will be the effort of 
tedious toil.” Within a few years after this decree was pro¬ 
nounced, the authors of a Review,'* whose merit in general 
cannot be too highly estimated, contended that the modern 
style of poetry was to be preferred, and that the celebrity of 
those whose claims to eminence seemed built ou the most 
secure foundations, was already on the decline. We hope we 
shall not be misunderstood. We do not mean to say that there 
is not an immense interval between the compositions of Rafael 
and Correggio and a head on a sign-post, between the versi¬ 
fication of Pope and that of Stenihold and Hopkins, the music 
of Mozart and the tune of a bagpipe, between the rudiments of 
an art and its matured state, that must strike the most unin¬ 
formed observer—but inasmuch as this supposed increasing 
excellence is not attended with, a definite or immediate cor¬ 
responding advantage to the interests of mankind, we lose one 
unerring test by which its progressive improvement may be 
tried. It is sufHeiciit to have been but little conversant with the 
professors of these arts, to tiud that their principles of taste be¬ 
come wavering and unstable at the touch of examination ; and 
that they owe some part of their merit to the magical illusions 
with which genius is generally able to dazzle our understand¬ 
ings. 

But far diderent is the case with chemistry, astronomy, 
mechanics, or mathematics. In them scarce any discovery is 
made, scarce any improvement is suggested, but it becomes 
converted to the use of mankind. As chemistry reduces sub. 
stances to their elements or combines them in new inodes, 
they assist in medicine, in manufactures, and in all the opera¬ 
tions by which the calamities incident to our nature arc allevi¬ 
ated or subdued. Astronomy assists to facilitate navigation, 
and open new roads to commerce. They leave no room to 
conjecture as to tiicir merits, or any hesitation as to their 
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advance* The navigator, manufacturer, statesman, and philo¬ 
sopher concur in their opinions of their progress and effect, and 
our ameliorated condition affords the best testimony of their 
improvement. We should sincerely lament to fall under the 
imputation that wc are insensible to the merit of the arts to 
which we. first alluded. They have been found worthy of the 
pursuit of men of the most exalted talents, they are the ad¬ 
miration of the most refined, and states have founded a por¬ 
tion of their glory on their encouragement and pn>tection. 
Were wc disposed to abate considerably the estimation in which 
they arc held, such attestation of their value would decide 
against us; but it is more our desire to claim impartial coun¬ 
tenance and support for the less splendid branches of our 
knowledge, whose services are of as much importance, but less 
obtruded on our observation. 

Whatever, however, may be determined as to the compara¬ 
tive importance of thej'esuUs wliich flow from these different 
branches of our knowledge, it is jdain they require the same 
general circumstances to favour their growth ; exemption from 
the desolation of wars, pestilence, and famine, opulence is re¬ 
quired to give reward, and leisure must be had for applica¬ 
tion ; but above all, a governntent simuld exist in which the 
preponderating influence of the ]:coplc forbids that a nation 
should be subject to the narrow views and interests, that with 
few exceptions, appear at all periods toltave regulated the do¬ 
minion of despotism. I'hc suspicion natural to tymnny, its 
dread that light or information * should expose its deformity, 
or the tottering foundations on whicli it must ever stand, makes 
it feelingly alive to the dangers resulting to its existence from 
all freedom of enquiry. If any science could have been ex¬ 
empted from its persecution, that which comprises an expla¬ 
nation of the mechanism of the universe, might have been 
selected as least obnoxious to its fears : but can we read with¬ 
out abhorrence, the recantation tliat Galileo was compelled to 
make of his errors in the adoption of the theory of Coperni¬ 
cus, as being inconsistent with the text of the holy scriptures; 
or peruse without disgust the remarks which with real or 
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affected simplicity his biographer* and disciple has made on 
this signal instance of absurdity and baseness exhibited by Uie 
Inquisition. This great philosopher, whose skill was on this 
occasion rivalled by the excellence of his sense, professed to 
renounce a system which he had proved was founded on the 
soundest principles, did not chouse to suffer martyrdom in de¬ 
fence of a speculation of which he knew the surrender would 
afford no permanent triumph to his opponents, and consented to 
thank Providence for the benefit it had bestowed on him in 
removing his delusions. 

It is impossible to consider the unrivalled eminence which 
the arts attained during the prosperity of some of the Italian 
republics, without being convinced of the prodigious effects 
sometimes produced on the energies of the human mind, by an 
exemption, not merely from the restraint uf absolute autho- 
l ity, but even from the languor and tameness often produced 
by very regular governments, though calculated for the tran¬ 
quillity and comfort of a people, 'i'hc internal condition of 
these states was a perpetual struggle of faction amongst the 
citizens, a contest for power and popularity amongst the rich, 
a defective administration of the laws, and a doubtful state of 
private morals. We suspect the same observations ma}’ be ap¬ 
plied to some of the ancient Greek republics, yet. amidst such 
bcencs wore reared the most tinished monuments of art. Wc 
by no means recommend tliat excellence should be purchased 
at this expense; it is to be hoped, however, that the inode of 
combining a high degree of freedom with public integrity, is 
yet within the reach of political chemistry, and the example 
of one rising republic on the globe seems favourable to the 
expectation. 

The wars of modern days have less the character of ferocity 
and devastation than those of former periods. How little have 
the arts and sciences suffered from the sanguinary conflicts and 
uninterrupted campaigns of twenty years ! The sovereigns of 
Kurope, with a policy worthy of enlightened statesmen, con¬ 
firmed by their anxiety fur the preservation of the distinguished 
monuments of art, the dignity and importance that has been 
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at all times annexed to them by the wisest of mankind. The 
tone of moderation that prevails in £urope. the recent expe¬ 
rience of past calamities, we hope may avert for a long period 
the ravages of hostility; an increasing humanity and more ex¬ 
alted ideas of moral duty will at least mitigate their evils, and 
precludes the belief that the barbarity of Roman or Gothic 
conquest should again infest the world. 

Besides these genei'al circumstances, which arc indispensable 
to the prosperity of our knowledge, it has always been the ob¬ 
ject of governments, which have thought the happiness and 
interest of their subjects merited their attention, to promote the 
advaiirr nent of literature, science, and art by public institu¬ 
tions, in w Inch the various discoveries could be collected and 
concentrated, by diffusing them again in lectures or publica¬ 
tions, by rewards of honour or profit, and by all the induce¬ 
ments which urge men on to excellence and distinction. Wc 
firmly believe these are wise expedients, and if seconded by 
the assistance and example of individuals, conspicuous from 
their talents and their eminence, must contribute essentially 
to the improvement of the sciences, and the application of dis¬ 
coveries to the use of mankind. 

It is, however, an observation of Bacon, that " the patrimony 
of learning is sometimes improved, but seldom augmentedas 
this remark is intended to include the sciences, it appeals to ap¬ 
ply in some of them more to the manner than to the amount of 
their increase. The great discoveries, the extension of the estate 
of such sciences, has been effected chiefly at considerable inter¬ 
vals of time, and has been achieved by a few men^ and amongst 
them, by some who broke through all the obstacles presented by 
ignorance, oppression, and calamity to their progress, and un¬ 
assisted by advide or example, either dug by their own efforts the 
treasures of knowledge from the ruins under which they were 
concealed, or with a sagacity only granted to them amongst 
the children of men, traced, explained, and demonstrated, the 
eternal laws which guide the mechanism of the universe, or 
are impressed on the materials of which it ib composed. To 
the appearance of such individuals, neither institutions, re¬ 
wards, or the labours of former learning, much contributed; 
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they stood upon an eminence on which the hand of nature 
had placed them, and from thence surveyed the regions of 
science, which to the rest of mankind appeared involved in 
impenetrable darkness. Amongst these Galileo appears in 
the hrstrank; belaboured under the disadvantages of poverty, 
a defective education, and of a constitution impaired by unre- 
mitted attention ; he came to maturity at a time when the 
freedom of the Italian republics was extinguished, and learn* 
ing had lost much of its authority and protection. Yet in a 
short period, the efforts of his genius, like a revelation, dis¬ 
pelled the mists engendered in the paganism of science, broke 
the chains of scholastic authority which from age to age had 
bound the understandings of mankind, and laid the founda¬ 
tions of the most sublime knowledge that a man could leave 
to posterity as an inheritance. 

The merit of Bacon, who was the cotemporary of Galileo, 
makes a portion of the glory of the country in which he was 
born. The period in which he lived, and the government of 
which he was a subject, were not favourable to the pursuits of 
real science; yet, in the midst of poverty and disgrace, he con¬ 
trived to leave memorials of acuteness, depth of thought, and 
extent of views, that stand unrivalled amongst the productions 
of human genius. 

Newton appeared about a century afterwards, and at a period 
indeed in which learning met the amplest protection, and en¬ 
joyed the unlimited freedom it deserves. Sill were his disco¬ 
veries the early produce of a mind neither excited by the 
liopcs of reward, or by competition, or aided by peculiar 
instruction. Original and unbounded invention was the cha¬ 
racteristic of his genius, and its efforts were animated by the 
love of truth alone. 

The known attachment wc have to the distinguished Insti¬ 
tution not long since founded, m\ist prevent these observa¬ 
tions from being considered as intended to depreciate its 
value ; but it is always of advantage to such establishments, 
that the benefits to be expected ffom them, should neither be 
exaggerated or mistated. The public arc apt to hope for a 
rapidity of improvement which experience docs not justify us 

C 2 
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in concluding, is often the result of the best digested plans, 
and disappointment frequently leads them to think that because 
much has not been at once effected, that nothing can be done. 
Some sciences and arts appear in their mode of advancement, 
to form exceptions to the laws which direct the progress of the 
rest, and arc best promoted by assembled talent and instruc¬ 
tion. The knowledge of chcmistiy has been obtained by a 
gradual accumulation of discoveries, by unwearied experiment, 
and incessant observation. It has been augmented by this slow 
process of continued addition, and its mass now being subjected 
to the invigorating warmth of the rays of genius, forms the 
most extended, rich, and productive possession, that can be 
cultivated for the use of man. 

With all the attention, however, that talent or industry has 
bestowed on this science, no general principles seem to have 
been detected, by which, as by the laws of gravitation and 
motion, u series of discoveries are at once revealed, ov numer¬ 
ous phaenomena explained. Experiment has not often fur¬ 
nished mure than insulated facts. To the preservation of these, 
to their adaptation to the purposes of society, to t!ieir accu¬ 
mulation, to their diffusion as an increase of knowledge, public 
institutions are eminently calculated. Such assemblies disse¬ 
minate widely the love of science, they open a ready access to 
obtain it, they concentrate the expensive materiel indispensable 
to its advancement, and add a splendour to the intrinsic value 
. of human information. 

In a government constituted like our own, where although 
the people have considerable authority, conventional and here¬ 
ditary distinctions add to the natural predominance of wealth, 
and effectually secure to those who are possessed of them, a 
large portion of power, it is of great importance that the 
persons thus distinguished, should contract a taste for such 
arts and sciences as are most conducive to the morality and 
well-being of the people. Their example and opinions are 
obviouslv decisive, in regulating and directing the habits and 
tastes of a nation, and through intermediate steps even to low 
gradations in the orders of the community. The productions 
of some of the arts which have always secured the highest 
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share of protection amongst men eminent by their rank and 
opulence, and when enjoyed by them in the perfection they 
sometimes attain, tend to their refinement, and to fix their 
attention on some principles connected with science, do 
not, as we believe, in an inferior degree of improvement, 
when they become the objects of request of the less in> 
formed classes of mankind, much conduce to benefit their 
morals, or to enlighten or strengthen their understandings ; 
but some of more exact sciences, as chemistry and mechanics, 
in their most elementary principles, and still more in their 
advanced state, are equally well calculated to fill up their 
leisure, and must always help in extending, sharpening, and 
improving the human intellect, and wc think by such powerful 
authority, might be recommended with success, (not to the 
total exclusion of other sources of' amusement, which is 
neither possible or to be desired.) but to assist in conducing 
to their happiness. With such encouragements as these, 
the improvements in the arts and sciences must be pre¬ 
served, and soon receive assistance by a gradual augmenta¬ 
tion of discoveries. No circumstances lead us to suspect, 
that experiencing the benefits of the increasing comforts 
they confer upon us, we should blindly and voluntarily 
abandon the road which led us to this state of happiness and 
prosperity. It is, however, an observation founded on un¬ 
questionable facts, that some arts and sciences have attained 
at particular periods of the history of mankind, a high degree 
of excellence and perfection; and that afterwards, without 
any marked or obvious cause, they have ceased to advance, have 
gradually declined, and have sometimes been for ever lost. 
We do not pretend to the learning that can enable us to re¬ 
move the difficulties that attend a question filled with intricacy 
and doubt, but still we think some light may be thrown on 
the subject, by an attention to the dbtinclion we have before 
attempted to enforce, between such arte and sciences as are 
matters of taste and amusement, and such as by their effects 
promote our comfort, and protect or secure our existence. In 
the desolation of barbarous wars, when whole nations are era¬ 
dicated or transplanted, and the habitations of men and means 
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of subsistence are swept away, all leai ning, sciences, and arts, 
must neressarilv be involved in undistinguished ruin, and were 
It not that their vestiges have sumetimes been impressed on 
materials, on whicli human madness had c'xeicised its fury in 
vain, we might be ignorant they had ever existed : b\»t history 
affords no example of a nation, that having made considerable 
progress in sciences and arts serviceable to mankind, and who 
by experience, had learnt the comforts they added to our ex¬ 
istence, ever relinquished without compulsion or necessity 
their use and their improvement, unless, perhaps, where one 
art could be better supplied by the adoption of another. The 
memorials that remain of the ravages of wars throughout the 
globe, sufficiently account for tlie disturbance and interruption 
the progress of such arts have received at all periods since 
man has been enabled to record his transactions; and although 
the first principles of sciences cannot be wholly obliterated 
from the intellect of our species, their improvements, which 
are always interwoven with a variety of knowledge and de- 
})Ciidant on each other fur their mutual support, are easily 
impeded, and when once this embodied system is broken or de¬ 
stroyed, we must again resort to the rudiments of our infor¬ 
mation. Our longest period of exemption from such calamities, 
is too short to have ascertained by experience, that we are as 
capricious in our attachments to the means of comfort and the 
modes of protecting and securing our existence, as to the 
efiects of those arts which form our amusements, our luxury, 
or pleasure, or arc connected with our prejudices or super¬ 
stitions* The latter arts must ever be subject to fiuctuation 
in their degrees of [}erfection, from the alteration of our tastes, 
our love of variety, the natural instability of our wishes, or the' 
proportion of reason with which we happen to be enlightened; 
and although a change in our desires, inclinations, and under¬ 
standing, may be too gradual for distinct observation within a 
very limited period, it must infallibly operate to abate the 
ardour of improvement and diminish the incentives to excel¬ 
lence in such arts as are ceasing to be the objects of our 
request or admiration. Painting, sculpture, poetry, music, 
magic, and astrology, have been peculiarly subject to these 
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alternations of real and sometimes imaginary rise and of de¬ 
cline. Many arts known to theancienu, would probably have 
been lost from these causes, without any violent vicissitudes 
in the kingdoms of the world. It did not require l^ypt 
should have been successively the prey of the various na¬ 
tions who subdued it, that the art of embalming a man or 
an Ibis should be forgotten, or that it sometimes should 
have been progressive and sometimes stationary ; and wc have 
no doubt that the ))hilosophers of Memphis had oltcn reason 
to enquire, at what periods in the annals of Kgypt, the profes¬ 
sors of the science of corpoi'al eternity had attained ihc summit 
of their gloiy, or were relapsing into ignorance and barbarity. 

But when the cruelty of conquest has ceased to extirpate 

mankind and their habitations, the arts and sciences, which 

contribute to the welbbeingof men, invariably improve, or at 

least rarely revert from an improved state to that of inferior 

cultivation. Astronomy, mathematics, chemistry, mechanics, 

navigation, agriculture, manufactures, have all obtained a 

gradual or sudden augmentation in their excellence and value 

since their revival after the fall of the Roman empire, and 

although great difference may exist in their degrees of per- 
• • 

fection in different countries, or in the same country at diffe¬ 
rent times, no person will hesitate to pronounce that the 
patrimony of such learning is continually improving and 
sometimes increasing. 

It is not, indeed, immediately connected with the object of 
our Journal, but it may not be improper to observe, that these 
remarks extend to most other sciences useful to man, with the 
exception of the civil code of law in one distinguished em¬ 
pire, and of Christian theology in general. The former in 
the excepted countiyhas been nominally improved, augmented, 
andrehned; but it is become nearly useless in furnishing 
principles for the guidance of mankind in their various deal¬ 
ings, and almost every civil transaction retpiires a decree 
for its explanation. The latter is not, perhaps, gaining in 
its purity, though certainly it has much extended its do¬ 
minion and influence, and we are not sure it can be much 
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benefitted, except by inspiration. The daily discussions we 
.bear, do not give a favourable opinion of its advance, and we 
may safely assume, that the highest state of excellence it ever 
attained, was at the period of the revelation, and in the few 
successive years in which the apostles had the managment of 
its doctrines. 

The celebrated Rousseau was the author of a treatise 
abounding with ingenuity and glowing with eloquence, in 
which he attempts to prove that no advantage has been de¬ 
rived to mankind from the cultivation of the arts and sciences, 
and that in proportion as we deviate from the simplicity of 
our habits and our tastes, we are steering our course from the 
shores of happiness and tranquillity. If it could be proved 
there had been many sectarists of tliis philosophy at different 
periods of the world, we might attribute the various declen¬ 
sions of our learning to the labours of such enlightened in¬ 
dividuals ; but we do not believe such sect ever existed, or that 
Rousseau ever made a proselyte, and there are some reasons to 
suspect he did not convince himself. It is true, that he re¬ 
tired from the society of the learned and the tables of the 
rich, and assumed the language and manners of a dis¬ 
tinguished Cynic except the residence in a tub. But he was 
never satisfied with the change, he seized the most frivolous 
pretences for escaping from his retreats, and at last contrived 
to tix his permanent residence and close his life in the gar¬ 
dens, and contiguous to a palace and the splendour of the 
house of Luxemburgh. 

Whether some of the arts have attained their utmost degree 
of perfection, or that there are irrcmoveable boundaries be¬ 
yond which human science is not permitted to penetrate, wc 
cannot determine from experience. We have no I’eason to 
think that it is yet time to relax in the endeavours of extend¬ 
ing our enquiries into any branch of knowledge, because we 
know enough, nor that any of the objects of our researches 
are like the fruit of the tree that grew in Paradise forbidden 
to our taste, because we may know too much. With the in¬ 
timate causes, indeed, of the laws that regulate the phasnomena 
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of the universe, and of its materials, we shall probably never 
be acquainted; and the doors of such science, for reasons that 
can be only known to the Author of our being, seem closed 
before our steps. 

It is improbable that learning and science should be 
enlarged, until their extent will render them unmanageable, 
and over])ower the strength of our understanding. One of 
their great improvements consists in removing the materials 
and scatfolding that served only to rear the edifice, and in 
leaving the columns which supporter ornament the temples of 
our knowledge, free from the rubbish that may impede our 
access or intercept our views. 

Before the appearance of Newton, our ancestors were, per¬ 
haps, hopeless of penetrating further than they had done, into 
the mystei ies of nature; and the veil that he removed, and 
the wonders he disclosed, were not the objects of their expec¬ 
tation. That such a man may again appear, is not impossi¬ 
ble, and that the prediction in Seneca may be accomplished 
often in its figurative, as it has once been in Us literal sense, is 
to be earnestly desired. 

Venient annis saecula seris 
Quibus occanus vincla rerum 
Laxet, ct ingens pateat Tellus. 

Tethysque novos detegat orbes, 

Nec sit terris ultima Thule. 


Aht. II. A Description of Adam's Peak, John 
1>AVY, M,D, F.R.S, In a Letter addressed to Sir 
Humphry Davy, F, R. S, LL, X). 

Colom6o, Maif 1st, 1817- 

I AM just returned from Adam's Peak. It is a noble moun¬ 
tain, surrounded by mountains, and surpassing them all. The 
road to its summit, for eight miles, is steep, difficult, and, in 
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a few places, dangerous; it passes through fine wood, or im¬ 
penetrable jungle, over the faces of enormous masses of rock, 
on the brink of precipices, and through the beds of rivers. 
In the most difficult places the ascent is facilitated by rude 
ladders, made of the boughs of trees, by steps cut in the solid 
rock, and by strong iron-chains. I'he road, such as it is, is 
decidedly artiiicial, made for the use of pilgrims; and is not, 
as it is coiniuonly reported, the bed of a mountain torrent. 
Its direct ion, the loose sand, and gravel, and clay, witii which 
it is covered in many places, are circumstances iiwomputibte 
with the idea 'I'he area of the top uf tlie mountain U about 
72 feet by 54. This spot is sacred: it contains the imaginary 
impression uf the foot of lluddou, is consecrated to devotion, 
surrounded by a low wall, and skirted by a grove of sacred 
trees. These trees are said to be a new species of rhodo¬ 
dendron ; they are of a respectable size. Their foliage, which 
10 ever-green, is dark and thick; and their flowers bright red, 
large, and magniheent. The natives hold these trees in high 
veneration, no one ventures to touch a leaf, and much less 
gather a flower. Tlic tradition is, that tliey were planted by 
the God of the Hills when Buddou left the earth, and took 
his departure from this mountain. If report be correct, they . 
arc found in no other part of the island. The imaginary im¬ 
pression of the foot of Buddou is on a rock, nearly in the 
centre of the inclosed ground : its resemblance to the impres¬ 
sion of a human foot is very liide indeed. It is an oblong, 
five feet four inches long, and two feet seven inches wide in 
the widest part, which is over the toes. The toes are five in 
number, and all of the same length. Tlie whole is surrounded 
by a margin of brass, ornamented with a few bad gems, 
chiefly rock-crystal, the green jargon, and the ruby, or rock- 
crystal, with a foil underneath it, to represent this precious 
stone. It is covered with a small square wooden building, 
which wc found (it being the season of the pilgrimage) deco¬ 
rated, and very guy with flowers, and streamers. The sacred 
impi*e 5 &ioii uf the foot, to which the mountain owes all its 
interest amongst the natives, is, 1 have good reason to be. 
Hcvr, in a great measure artificial, and the work of priest- 
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craft* Some religious enthusiast probably lirst climbed the 
mountain, and, to give it celebrity, made this impression, and 
invented a story to suit it. Be that as it may, at present 
there are evident marks of design about it. I could observe 
on its surface traces of the labour of the workman: and the 
partitions which are between the toes, though resembling the 
native rock exactly in appearance, I found, on examination, 
to be a composition of lime and sand. The influence of reli* 
gion on t’n.e minds of the natives, is well exemplified in the 
immense number of pilgrims that annually ascend this steep 
and rugged mountain. The number must amount to many 
thousands. We saw, at least, two or tlircc hundred. They 
were of all ranks and descriptions of people, from the highest 
to the lowest casts, woine:i as well as men : all ages, from the 
child that was carried on its father's back, to the gray>Ueaded 
tottering old man, that could not ascend without support. 
The object of their worship is a strong example too of the 
lowness of their faith, and their amazing credulity; it was 
painful to see them on the summit of a mountain, over¬ 
looking some of the sublimest and most beautiful scenery in 
nature, forgetful of the God of Nature, and prostrate before 
a thing deserving only of contempt. However, few national 
rites, or ireiu rally received customs, whether religious or civil, 
that differ from our own, are so bad as they at first appear. 
This worshij) of the natives, when examined into, appears, at 
least, haimless, and is, probably, attended with good eflect; 
it is accompanied by no cruel rites, or bloody sacrifices; the 
offerings arc of the fruits of the land ; the prayers of the sup¬ 
plicants are, first for their parents, next for the prosperity of 
the shrine, and lastly foi themselves. Before the pilgrims 
descend, an affecting scene takes place; they exchange with 
each other the betel-leaf, their token of peace; wives shew 
their respect and affection for their husbands, by their pro¬ 
found sulanis, and children for their parents, and friends for 
one another. Thus the ties of kindred are strengthened, 
friendships are confirmed, and animosities removed. They are 
then blessed by the priest, and bid to return to their homes, 
and lead a virtuous life. 
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Geologically considered, the mountain may be said to be 
composed of gneiss. The rock on the top, on which is the 
impression of the foot, is gneiss, of a very fine grain. It 
abounds in quartz. It is hard and compact, of a gray colour, 
and only in mass exhibits a flakey structure. A little below 
felspar predominates, and the rock is rich in garnets. Here 
it is in a soft state; and, towards the surface, rapidly decom* 
posing. Still lower, hornblende prevails, and in so large a 
proportion, that particular masses may be called hornblende 
rock. Near the bottom felspar again predominates, and the 
rock contains much molybdena disseminated through it. Be¬ 
sides, in different places, the rock exhibits other peculiarities s 
here abounding in quartz, in a massive form ; there in mica, 
in large plates; and very frequently rich in iron cinnamon- 
stone. Garnet, traces of the ruby, and adularia, were the 
only minerals which I observed; but, I have no doubt, more 
minute examination would have detected others, and particu¬ 
larly the corundum, all the varieties of which, including the 
finest blue sapphires, are found in considerable abundance in 
the alluvial country at the foot of the mountains. 

The height of Adam's Peak has not hitherto been accu¬ 
rately ascertained. The assertion of some authors, that it. is 
15,000 feet, is evidently incorrect. From the barometrical 
observations I made» I do not believe that its perpendicular 
height, above the level of the sea, exceeds 6343 feet. I had 
not the means of measuring it accurately, in consequence of 
there being no barometer to make the necessary observations 
below. On the top of the mountain I made two obsen'ations: 
one in the morning, and the other in the evening. In the 
morning, the barometer remained stationaiy at 23° 75', after 
haling been exposed to the air about half an hour, till it had 
acquired the temperature of the air itself, which was 58®; 
and, in the evening, similarly exposed, it stood at 23* 7', the 
temperature of the air being 52®. The supposition that the 
height of the mountain does not exceed 6343 feet, is founded 
on these observations, of which it is the mean result, and on 
the idea, that the average height of the barometer, at the 
level of the sea, is about 30 inches ; which, from what I have 



29 


Z)r, Davt^*s Description of Adam's Peak, 

observed within the tropics, is not, 1 believe, for from the 
truth; and that the average temperature of the air Is 80S 
which it generally is at Colombo, on the sea-shore, at the 
hours the above observations were made. 

1 regret we did not remain long enough on the top of the 
mountain to observe the range of the thermometer, which, I 
have no doubt, is there very great. We reached the top to¬ 
wards evening, spent the night on the mountain, and pro¬ 
posed continuing there the next day, but our native servants 
could not be made to stay; for the first time ia their life they 
experienced the sensation of cold, and shivered from its effect; 
they were so much alarmed at their new and disagreeable feel¬ 
ing, that they resolved to go down at all events,—“ they must 
die,** they said, ” if they remained there.*’ At three o’clock in 
the afternoon the thermometer, in the air, was at 54^, just 
after a heavy thunder-storm, attended with much rain; at 
four o’clock it v/as at six, 51^ ; at nine, the same; and, 

at seven o’clock the next morning, just before we descended, 
it was During the whole time, the direction of the wind 

was from N. and by E. to N. N. E. The sensation of cold \vc 
experienced on the summit, was much greater tlian wc ex¬ 
pected from the state of the thermometer, owing, probably, 
to the rarity of the air producing an increased evaporation 
from the surface of our bodies; not to mention other circum¬ 
stances which also must have co-operated, as the sudden trans¬ 
ition, as it were, from a temperature of 80® to one of 51®; a 
brisk wind, which blew when we were on the top; and the 
fatigued and nearly exhausted state in which we found our¬ 
selves when we arrived. 

The country, between the foot of Adam’s Peak and Co¬ 
lombo, is interesting to tbe traveller ; it exhibits fine mountain 
scenery, that brought to my recollection some of the most 
beautiful parts of the highlands of Scotland; and here and 
there the vallies presented rich meadows, that, in appearance, 
rivalled the verdure of England. The country however, in 
general, is overgrown with wCK>d and thick jungle; and, in 
consequence, the low grounds are extremely monotonous. 
The only rock that makes its appearance, from the Peak to 
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Colombo, is gneifs, Tarying, in the proportion of its consti¬ 
tuent parts, in different places. It is curious to observe this 
uniformity of rock, for the space of sixty miles. The soil too, 
in genera], as well as the rock from which it is derived, is 
every where pretty similar; it is, most commonly a fine light 
loam^ composed of siUcious sand, and clay, and iron, in vari¬ 
able proportions, with about one or two per cent, of vegetable 
matter. The soil is so favourable to vegetation, and the heat 
and moisture so conducive to the same end, that every spot 
where a root can fix itself is covered with foliage. Nothing 
is wanting but industry, enterprise, agricultural knowledge, 
and, above all, the complete abolition of the old feudal system 
of government, to convert this wild and beautiful country into 
a garden, when it will really merit the name of Paradise, that 
from time immemorial it has acquired, though ill deserved. 

1 am, &c. &c. 

. J. DAVY. 


Art. hi. Report of the Select Committee of the House 
of Commons on Petitions relating to Mackinety for 
manufacturing of Flax, dated May 9.3, 1817; referred 
to in our last Number, page 341. 

The Committee to whom the Petition of Samuel Hill and 
William Bundy, and also the Petition of James Lfce, were 
referred; to report the same, with their observations there¬ 
upon, to the House ; have examined several Witnesses in 
support of the allegations of the said Petitions, and agreed 
upon the following Report:— 

YOUR Committee, in obedience to the directions of the 
House, proceeded to take into consideration the petition of 
Messrs. Hill and Bundy, on their improved method of pre¬ 
paring flax and hemp in a dry state, from the stem, without 
undergoing the former jiroccss of watcr-stceping, or dew- 
retting. 
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Your Committee received satisfactory proof* that the pre¬ 
paring flax and hemp* in a dry state* for spinning* answered 
most completely, and was likely to prove a great and valuable 
improvement both to the grower and manufacturer: the cost 
of preparing being less, avoiding the risk of steeping, which 
is considerable, a great saving also in time and material. 

It was proved also to your Committee, that the strength 
and quality of cloth, manufactured from flax thus prepared, 
are much superior to that produced from flax which has been 
watei'-steeped or dew-retted. 

Your Committee are fully impressed with the great na¬ 
tional advantages likely to result from this discovery; by 
which it would appear that a saving, in the proportion of 
ninety to thirty-three, would be obtained on the annual growth 
of flax in the empire, computed at 120,000 acres ; affording 
an increase of employment to many thousands, and an aug¬ 
mentation of the national wealth to the amount of many 
millions* as will more fully appear by reference to the evi¬ 
dence, in corroboration of the allegations set forth by the said 
petitioners. 

It a])pcared also in evidence before your Committee, that 
the flax prepared by Messrs. Hill and Bundy’s machines was 
superior to any devv-retted flax; and that large orders had 
already been given for flax thus prepared, by the house of 
Messrs. Benyon and Co. at Leeds, one of the most considera¬ 
ble maniiFacturers of flax in tlie kingdom. 

Your Committee proceeded also to the consideration of the 
petition of James Lee, btit did not feel themselves competent 
to go into any examination of the allegations, stating an in¬ 
fringement of Mr. Lee’s patent. As far as the evidence 
before the Committee was adduced, it did not seem to justify 
such an assumption, 'i'his, however, is a question for a court 
of law. 

Evidence, on the part of Mr. Lee, was produced to your 
Cumniittee, to shew Mr. Lee's machinoa were in use in various 
workhouses, in different pails of the kingdom; that Mr. 
Lee's manner of preparing fla.x was without water-steeping 
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or dew*retting, and affords additional proof of the great ad¬ 
vantages of the practice. 

Your Committee must also call the attention of the House 
to the essential benefit that will be derived to the cultivators 
of flax, from the quantity of valuable food for cattle obtained 
from the new method of preparing flax. 

It has been given in proof» that the booh, or outer coat of 
flax, contains one-sixth of the gluten of oats. 

Mr. John Millington*s Evidence. 

What are you ?—1 am a civil engineer, and professor of 
mechanics at the Royal Institution. 

Have you seen Messrs. Hill and Bundy's machines at work, 
preparing flax and hemp for the spinner ?—1 have. 

What is your opinion of the effects produced by the brcakei*s 
in the first process ?>»-They seem to answer the purpose of 
taking off the boon, or woody part, from the flax. I observed 
that this was pretty effectually done by once passing through 
the machine, which consists of five rollers. 1 accurately 
weighed (first adjusting the scales, and seeing that they were 
correct), one avoirdupois pound of the stem, or flax, in its 
diy state, as it comes from the farm. It required five minutes 
to pass this through the machine; but I took care not to let 
the man know I was timing him, lest he should make an ex¬ 
traordinary exertion ; and he seemed to be working at the 
ordinary rate, at which he could continue to work fur a length 
of time. 1 found, u]>on weighing the product when it came 
from the machine, there was a loss of nine ounces and three- 
eighths ; consequently, six ounces and five-eighths of useable 
materials were obtained, that is, of fibre or harl, as it is called 
generally. It was then passed through the second machine, 
called the rubber, or rubbing-machine. This required eight 
minutes for the quantity which was left. The result of this 
rubbing was, four ounces and a quarter of harl, or fibre, in a 
clean state, fit for the hackle. Some gentlemen present ob¬ 
served, that it was scarcely clean enough, and it was passed 
through a second time. Wc divided the quantity into two 
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equal parts, and the second process took three minutes; but, 
if the whole quantity had been used, I clo not think it would 
have required more exertion. The whole process for the 
poun<l took sixteen minutes; and the loss, upon weighing it 
after the process, was exactly tUrcc-foui ths, without a frac¬ 
tion ; so that there was oiic-fourth of very good and soft fibre 
produced, fit for the hackle. 

How far arc you of opinion, that the hackling-machine* 
cumpictes the material for the spinner?—I have seen the pro¬ 
cess of hackling by tlie hand; and 1 have likewise seen the 
model of hackling machinery, invented and made by Fenton, 
Murray, and Wood, of IjOccIs ; which, by ccrtilicatcs sent to the 
Society of Arts, appears to be the best niacbine that had ever 
been constructed, up to tliat time. 1 certainly conceive this 
to be still better, and an improvement upon theirs; but, at 
the same time, I tlunk the machine, ns it now stands, woxdd 
admit of further improvement, as to velocity. It appears to 
me to do its work very well; but 1 have my doubts whether, 
in its present state, Jt will do that work with sulTicicnt 
rapidity. 

What quantity do you suppose a man will be capable of 
breaking and rubbing by the first machines in a day ?—That 
will be answered by a prior calculation which I made, when 
there were one man and a boy at work; but, at the same 
time, I ought to state, 1 tried the power, and it was nothing 
like the power of a man. One man might, with facility, turn 
several such machines, though each would require n child to 
attend tor the purj)ose of feeding, and taking out the product. 

What is your opinion as to the macliincs being liable to be 
easily put out. of order ?—I do not conceive tlwy are subject 
to get out of order. The rubbing-machine will, no doubt, be 
subject to considerable wear in tlic rubbers; butfliosc merely 
consist of small pieces of beech-wood, which may be replaced 
at any time, by any carpenter in the neighbourhood, where 
the machine may be, without applying to t)ie patentees. 

In case of any accident to the machine, could it be easily 
repaired by a common blacksmith ?—With ibc exception of 


* This maehiac isiiotamoas those described in our last Number. 
\oL. V n 
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the breakers, 1 do not think thej are likely to get out of 
order. 

Is not turning three machines too much for a man?*—I do 
not conceive it is at all. 

Children may supply the rest of the work ?—Certainly : 
without doubt. 

Have you made any experiments as to the nutritive quality 
of the chaff?-—‘1 have not myself made the experiment, but I 
requested Mr. Brande, who is professor of chemistry at the 
Royal Institution, to make such experiment, and 1 have myself 
seen the analysis going forward. The result was obtained 
only this morning, and it appeared to be one>cighth of actual 
nutritious matter, from the quantity experimented upon. 
Another quantity, which appeared to have been materially 
injured by the weather, but which must be explained by some 
other witness, for I do not know bow it came so, yielded one* 
twelfth of nutritious matter; that appeared to me as of the 
worst quality, and as if it had been subject to wet weather, 
and had a portion of its nutritive matter washed from it. 

Would not that, which had gone to seed, have less nutri¬ 
tious matter, than that taken before seeding ?~Yes. 

Do you know the quantity of nutritious matter in straw 
and hay?—I have not had an opportunity of trying it. 

Js there any oil in it?—We have not had an opportunity of 
examining it. but 1 expect there is. The general idea of oats 
is, that there is about one-fourth part of waste, taking it alto¬ 
gether ; that the oat itself contains three-quarters of nutri¬ 
tious matter, and one-quarter in the shell and W'astc. It is 
probable, therefore, that this chaff must be a nutritious food. 
If this is the case, the nutrition would be about six to one: 
that it would require six pounds of this, to render nourish¬ 
ment to a horse, equal to one pound of oatST Mr. Sewell, of 
the Hounslow ilax-niills, informed me, that he had been in the 
habit of offering flax-chaff to his horses, and that, when they 
were accustomed to it, they would leave clover-chaff to come 
tu this food. 

Are you of opinion that Messrs. Hill and Bundy's machine 
may be of use to farmers and cottagers at their own homes ? 
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—I should conceive, in answer to that, that the machine 
would be too powerful and expensive for small farmers, but 
that they would be highly beneficial, if they were introduced 
in districts ; for instance, in a workhouse, or any parish esta¬ 
blishment, where eight or ten such small farmers might have 
access to them. 

Have you seen the calculations made by Mr. Hill, respect¬ 
ing the number of people that might be employed, if those 
machines were general ?—1 have seen those calculations. 

What is your opinion of them ?—1 believe they are correct, 
with the exception of one circumstance. 

The quantity taken in his pamphlet* is rather under what I 
make it myself. On a supposition that there are 120,000 
acres of flax and hemp annually grown in Great Britain and 
Ireland, and that, on an average, three tone of stem are 


produced, from each acre, this will be . 360,000 tons. 

By the ttpemtion of Messrs. Hill and Bundy*s 
machines, one-quarter of the above quantity 

is obtained in fibre, or.90,000 tons. 

But, by the old process of dew-retting, only 
one-eleventh part of the above 360,000 tons 

is procured, or.Sg.fgy tone. 

Giving an excess of fibi'e saved by the new 
process, from the same number of acres, 
amounting to. 57,273 tons. 

X20cwts. 


1,145,460 
X112 lbs. 

2,290,920 

1,145,460 

1,145,460 

This number of tons, when produced in') rt-,, ,-oaik- 
pounds.givesoffibreorflax, hemp, and tow, j *^o,.jyi,&.ioios. 

Now as. on an average, it will require half a pound of flax 
to the yard of linen cloth, this number of pounds would an- 

* A plan for redeeming the poor's rate, &c, by Samuel Hill, Esq. 
Harding, 1817. 
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nually make ^56,533,040 yards of linen cloth, from the addi¬ 
tional quantity of flax, hemp, and tow, procured from the 
same number of acres grown. This quantity of linen cloth, 
selling in the shops on an average of per yard, would give 
an annual increase to our national wealth, from the same 
number of acres employed in this cultivation, of i.‘^ri,658,304. 
Kxclusive of the cost of the raw material, and the expenses of 
preparing it by Messrs. Hill and Bundy's machine^; the ex¬ 
pense for spinning and weaving it into linen goods is taken at 
X6^, ir-t- Sd. per ton. This cost of labour, on the quantity 
of flax, hemp, and tow, saved by the operation of these ma¬ 
chines, namely, 57,273 tons from the 120,000 acres, would 
amount to .Cl2,l 14,747. 2s. and which would yearly give 
employment to 807,649 persons, calculating the value of the 
labour of each at Is. per day the year round, and estimating 
them to work 300 days in each year. This average will not 
be considered too low, when it is considered that a large por¬ 
tion of the labour is performed by women and children. 

Are you acquainted with Mr. Lee's machine, intended to 
effect a like purpose with those of Messrs. Hill and Bundy ?— 
Not particularly: I saw a machine, or set of machines, which 
I was informed were Mr. Lee's, at St. Pancras workhouse, 
about three, four, or live months ago; those consisted of a 
scraping-machine, lying horizontally; the flax was held by 
one hand, and drawn tlirougli this machine, while the presser, 
having teeth in it, was worked by the other hand. There was 
also a swinging-machine. I do not know the names by which 
he designates his particular machines, but it appeared to be 
precisely the same as the machine which is now in this room. 
I enquired particularly at that workhouse whether that was the 
whole process, and was informed it was all they knew of; but 
Mr. Lee has this day shewn and explained his machinery to me. 
I find the same two machines which I before saw, namely, the 
horizontal and vertical machine ; and, in addition to that, a 
machine, consisting of fluted rollers, which I had not before 
seen. 1 have likewise, this day, seen, some flax passed through 
the several machines, with the exception of the horizonta 
machine. 1 did not see that used; but the woody matter ap- 
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peared to be Terr well separated by the swinging machine. It 
was afterwards cleared by passing the fluted rollers, in a skain, 
formed by passing one end into the other, so as to make a 
perpetual revolution; and this seemed to me to answer the 
purpose as eiTectually as the machine of Messrs. Hill and 
Bundy: it produced the same end, though by a different pro¬ 
cess. I am not, however, prepared to state the difference in 
them, though 1 have no doubt the loss or gain would be pre¬ 
cisely the same. Mr. Lee then passed a portion of flax-stem 
through the fluted rollers, without the operation of the 
beating-machine; and this, 1 must confess, did not appear to 
me to answer the purpose of separating the woody part from 
the fibres: it was merely broken into short pieces, but it did 
not peel off, or leave the fibre. 

Do the machines of Messrs. Hill and Bundy resemble those 
of Mr. Lee?—1 do not myself, speaking candidly, see any 
similarity. The operation of Hill and Bundy’s first machine 
is different from a regular revolution by rollers, inasmuch as 
an altci'nating motion is produced, and there is such a dis¬ 
tance between the teeth in their machine, that the woody 
matter has an opportunity of escaping; while, on passing 
through the rollers of Mr. T^e’s machine, it appears to me to 
be compressed upon the fibre, instead of separated from It. 

Have there ever been any machines in use prioj* to Mr. 
LfCe’s, for the purpose of dressing flax in this manner?—am 
not certain that flax has been dressed by the dry process; but 
the old machine, which has been in use for a great length of 
time, approximates very closely to both the beating-machines 
of Mr. Lee. The swinging-machine is exactly similar to a 
machine c)f Mr. Bond’s, deposited in the repository of the 
Society of Arts ; except that his works in a nearly horizontal 
direction, while that of Mr. Lee's works in a vertical one. I 
have never, till lately, paid much attention to the operation 
of dressing flax; but having had occasion to notice that sub¬ 
ject in my Lectures at the Royal Institution, I have investi¬ 
gated the different processes, as far as I was able to obtain 
information, from books and inquiry ; and it does not appear 
to me that the process of breaking by tooth-rollers, moving 
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with a regular continued motion, is new, inasmuch as that is 
described in an old edition of Chambers’s Cyclopedia. 

Do you conceive those two machines to be likely to produce 
great national advantage?—I certainly think, that as far as 
employment of the poor can produce them, they do hold out 
very reasonable and fair ground for supposing, that a novel 
branch, or lather an extended branch of nianufactiii‘c, may be 
introduced into this country, by the improved process of ma¬ 
nufacturing flax. There is a great prejudice existing in the 
country, among farmers, from the circumstance of flax making 
no return to the land. It is unlike other crops, inasmuch as 
it is pulled up by the root, instead of being cut; and, by the 
old process, all that was nutritious in it was wasted, or washed 
away, by tlie process of water-steeping; whereas, from the 
analysis which has just been mentioned, it appears that if the 
product should be wanted for food, that flax is as capable of 
making a return to the land as any other crop. Another ma¬ 
terial advantage in the present process is, that instead of the 
flax becoming ripe at nearly the time of corn-harvest, and 
requiring to be attended to immediately, it may now be dried 
in the same manner as hay, and laid up in barns, so as to 
afford winter employment to farmers’ servants, and others, at 
a season of the year when such employment very rarely exists 
in any other form. It would, therefore, enable the farmer to 
keep a greater number of servants, with advantage to him¬ 
self, and to the other parts of his farm, than he could afford 
to do, if he did not encoumge this kind of culture. 

Would it be highly beneficial also in wet weather ?—Yes; 
it would afford means of employmont in wet weather. 

Have you any mode of calculating the expense of the old 
process, compared with what it would be by the improved 
system ?—I have not. 

You said it would require sixteen minutes to pass through 
both machines separately; would not both machines work 
at the same time ?<^Certainly; but it would require pre¬ 
paration to connect the Iwu processes. There is no doubt 
but that the two machines might be working at the same 
time; though, as this was au experiment upon a particular 
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quantity^ one machine was standing idle while the other was 
in use. 

Then a pound m ight be done in eight minutes ?—A pound 
would be done in eight minules, and part of another pound 
begun; because part would have passed a second machine, 
and there would have been a lapse of three minutes upon the 
second machine. 

What you speak of, is a pound of rough material?— A pound 
of flax in its dry state, as it comes iiiiiuediately from the farm. 

How many pounds of flax, could bu prepared in twelve hours, 
and by what number of hands, by the machine P^Twenty 
pounds by one man and two children. 

Would that machine require the full power of a man, or 
could he work more machines than one ?—He could work one 
breaking, and two rubbing machines, with three children. 

Then the three machines would require how many hands? 
—One man, and three children. 

They would do sixty pounds ?—^No: forty pounds ; twenty 
pounds the breaking-machine, and twenty the pair of rubbing- 
machines. 

Would a man be able to continue twelve hours driving that 
machine ?—Not twelve hours, because twelve hours has always 
the interval of dinner, and so on; ten working hours is usually 
a day’s work. 

Could he work that ?—I have no doubt he could ; I have 
known men work ten hours at more laborious work than this. 

Have you seen the hackling-machine employed ?—X have: 
and I have stated, respecting it, that it went too slowly. 

Do you know the quantity it would dress in two hours ?— 
—No, I do not. 

Do you know the waste ?—The waste on what I saw was 
very little : I merely saw one handful passed through it, and 
the waste was not a fortieth, I should think, but it was not 
weighed. 

A very trifling waste?—^Yea. I do not, however, myself 
conceive the machine to be in its perfect state. 

Is Mr. Lee*e, or Messrs. Hill and Bundy's, the most simple ? 
^Certainly Mr. Lee's is the most simple. 
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Do you apprehend that Mr. Lc‘e’s, being the most simple, 
is less liable to be put oiil of order?—Certainly it is. 

That ])art of Messrs. Hill and Butidy*s, that is more liable 
to be put out of order, consists of beech-wood. 

Could that be put in ord< r again by any coniiuon carpenter ? 
—Tlie rubbing part might; I>nt the machines contain wheels, 
and some ilegree of intricacy, in their other parts. 

With regard to tiic rollers, they are not liable to be broke ? 
—I conceive nut; the only parts which utmld be subject to 
wear, would be the pivots on which they turn, and they could 
be r<?pl:u ed very easily. 

Ml', tnacliine, you said, liad not the effect of sepa¬ 

rating the woody part from the iibrcs?—The beating process 
separated il most lift-ctually, but not the rollers; but I ought, 
injustice, to say, that Mr. fjce told me that this arose from 
the flax not iie'.ng sutliciently dry ; and 1 then had Mr. Lee’s 
assurance that it would answer, if dry. 

Do you suppose the small roUing-iiiaehine of Mr. Lee's 
would complete the business well, if the flax had been good, 
or formed into a skain ?—1 should doubt it Ncry much, with¬ 
out the apj»lication of the breaking-machine. 

Will not the rollers, in Mr. Jxe’- patent, tend to divide the 
fibres, and render tiic flax liner, when it is brought to the 
haeklc?—Certainly: any pressure upon the stalk of the flax, 
so rcgulattMl as not to cut the flhrc, will tend to spread or 
open it, and make it liner; but that is equally well answered 
in the rubbing process, for there it is spicad; and, in the 
other machine, a simple roller, without fluting, would answer 
that purpose. 

The other witnesses examined on this subject were Mr. 
James Mead, foreman to Alcssrs. Bunyoti of Leeds, above 
referred to; !Mr. llalph Wood, bailiff’ at Stoneley Abbey, 
W^amickshire; James Prentice, foreman to Messrs. Hill and 
Bundy; Lieut. W’right, U. N.; John Millworth, a lubouit:r ; 
Mr. Samuel Hill; Mr. James Lee, the proprietor of the re¬ 
spective machines above alluded to; and Elizabeth Wilson, 
and Sarah Smith, who had worked at the machines. But as 
the evidence of these parties was generally corrobative of Mr. 
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Millington's, which we have given at full length, and went to 
explain practical details, we have merely selected such parts of 
It as appear of greatest interest with the public. 

Mr. Mead stated his own piactical experience, that the new 
ilry process was greatly superior to the old one of dew-retting, 
which frequently injured the fibre. That the expense of 
breaking and dressing flax by the old process was from 2o2. to 
per ton. That Hill and Bundy’s uiacliinc docs not injure 
the fibre, nor is it so complicated as to be liable to be out of 
order. That the opinion of the Yorkshire farmers is, that flax 
does not injure the ground as a crop, but is objectionable, on 
account of its producing no manure. U'liat he had seen Mr. 
Lee’s machines worked at St. Pancras workhouse; that the 
average quantity done Ihei c by a man in a day, as appeared by 
their books, was lbs.* and that the waste on these machines 
appeared much greater than on those of Hill and Bundy. 

Mr. Wood stated that lie was acquainted with the cultiva¬ 
tion and dew-reltir.g preparation of flax. That the average 
quantity of stem produced oji un acre of land, was from 2} 
to 3 tons, 'i'hat the proportion of fibre expected to be 
obtaine fioiii ilew-rettcd flax, was about one in ten or eleven. 
That dew-rctling atfects the fibre ; and that a considerable 
loss of llax is attendant upon removing it from the fiehl to the 
pit wlierc it is steeped, and again in spreading it, and taking 
it back. Tliat Ihe length of time flax must he steeped, 
depends upon the weather; and that the process of steeping, 
is one which recpiiies a great deal of judgment. 7'hat flax 
was not at all an impoverishing crop, that it may be grown 
U]>on any land, but that loamy black land was the best for it; 
that it suits ground widcii is first broken up; that it is 
generally fijllo>\t*d by a biu*e fallow, or turnips, and is a good 
preparation fur wheat; and generally, that Hill and Bundy’s 
machines will separate the wood from the fibre, and wc»rk the 
flax at a cheaper rate, and in a better manner, than any oilier 
machine he has seen. 

* This* ii what Mr. Mead stated, and i» correct; but in the 
printed report of the Committee, the quantity it stated at ten 
pounds and an half. 
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Mr* Prentice stated, that he always found the produce from 
Hill and Bundy’s machines, to be one fourth of the weight of 
the stem used, and that this fourth was in a fine state, ready 
for the hackle; that he had hackled it, and it produced two 
thirds flax and one third tow; that one man could turn two 
breaking machines, two rubbing machines, and oni' hackling 
machine ; and this wouldrequirefive boys, viz. two to feed and 
attend each breaking machine, and one to attend th(‘ two rub¬ 
bers and hackle ; that each breaking machine would produce 
from BO to 100 lbs oF prepared flax in a day, and each rubbing 
machine would do half an hundred weight in the same time; 
so that two rubbers would be necessary to each breaker; that 
the expence of labour, exclusive of machinery, was something 
under 5$. per cwt.; that he had done from 9 to ;0 lbs. in an 
hour, when the machine worked by power, but that 7 lbs. per 
hour he supposed might be done by a man ; that he had not 
found the machines liable to get out of repair. 

Lieut. Wright corroborated the testimony of Mr. Millington 
as before stated, he having been present at the experiments. 

John Millworth stated, that he had been employed to turn 
these machines. He could turn two breakers, two rubbers, 
and a hackling machine. It was tidy work, but he could do* 
it for ten hours a day. He thought he could do 7 or 8 pounds 
of flax in an hour. 

Mr. Lee then wished to call Mr. Bundy, with a view to 
establish, by his evidence, thal these machines were infringe¬ 
ments upon his patent; but this the Committee would not 
listen to, Mr. Curwen the Chairman stating, that this matter 
must be left to the consideration of a court of law. Mr* 
Samuel Hill was then called at the request of Mr. Lee, and 
stated in answer to the questions put to him, that his charge 
was lOs. a hundred weight upon the quantity produced, when 
the two processes were gone through* That he charged 21. 
10s. per ton for the use of the machine, 21. for labour, and 
15*. for the hacking machine. 

Mr. .Tames Lee being examined stated, that the quantity of 
fibres produced by his machines in ten hours, depended upon 
the number of persona working; thus two women at the 
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breaking machine, and one at the refining rollers, will produce 
60 lbs, in a day, fit for the hackle. Some alteration had been 
lately made by the application of machinery. The expense 
will be the wages of the women; this is a farthing a pound for 
refining, and for breaking so much a hundredweight; which 
would make it come to less than a penny a pound, paying the 
women from 6 to 10 shillings a week. Mr. Lee then stated, 
that he had never done this quantity by the breaking machine, 
but he had done it by the other.* That a woman working by 
the other, and working the number of machines she can 
work, will finish from 50 to 100 pounds a day, according to 
the goodness of the flax. That he had never heard complaints 
made of the breaker injuring the fibre, unless it was injudici¬ 
ously used. That some caution was necessary in using it, but 
very little; and he then enumerated the machines he had at 
work in the workhouses of St. Pancras, Hackney, Kensington, 
VVestham, Tlie Refuge for the Destitute, and at Hull, in 
Yorkshire. 

Elizabeth Wilson stated, that she had worked Mr. Lee's 
machines, and instructed others for 12 months; that she had 
done a pound of flax in an hour, by the breaking and scraping 
machines; that at Hull, three or four of the machines do 
11 lbs. a day; that many of them do 1), and none less than 
7 lbs. a day. 

Sarah Smith stated, that she worked at Mr. Lee’s machi- 


* Meaning the fluted roller*. To comprehend Mr, Lee’* evi¬ 
dence and the following witnesses, the reader is requested to refer 
back top, 333 of our last Number, where his machinery is described, 
and where It will appear that the work alluded to, is simply putting 
the flax in between the rollers and taking it out again; while those 
rollers would be completely ineftcctive unless they were moved by 
wind, water, steam, or some considerable power. Ibis, therefore, 
is merely attendance upon the machine, and not a word is men¬ 
tioned about the expense of the power, or its necessity ; while in 
tlie account of Hill and Bundy]* machines, the man’s power to 
produce motion is always admitted. We hope that the informa- 
tion contained generally in this evidence, and the account of the 
machinery given in our last Number, will enable the public to 
estimate the important advantages likely to accrue to the nation, 
from the new process of husbanding and manufacturing flax, and 
to form a pretty accurate judgment of the respective values of 
the machines of Messrs. Hill and Bundy, and Mr. Loe.«-£ditora. 
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nery. did 6 lbs. an hour generally; thought she could do lbs. 
if the flax was dry and good; could keep at it all day, was 
paid a week, and worked 11 hours daily; she had passed 
70^ 76, and 79 lbs. through the refining machinery in a day. 
There was not a bit of labour in it; a girl of 12 or 13 years 
old co\ild have done it as well as hci’self. She served 18 refining 
machines. There was machinery at Merton to enable her to do 
this. (Mr. Lee here remarked, that the refining machinery 
worked by water, and that steam was to be applied in addition 
to that, to increase the quantity.) Witness continued that her 
work was oierely to feed the machine, and to form the flax 
into a skain,^ and to take it out again. 


Art. . Remarks on the natural Family of the Grasses, 

From the iMiin of Alexander Baron von Hum¬ 
boldt . Parisj 1817 - 

I HAVE, in a former part of this work, classed the-Orders 
GTamine<B (Grasses), Cyperacea (Club-rushes), and Junceir 
(Rushes), in one natural family, under the denomination of 
Glumacca: (the plants with a chaffy flower), and shall ndw 
procted to a summary notice of the species, iu regard to num¬ 
ber, eonliguratiori, and geographical distribution. We may 
form a conception of the richness of America in plants of this 
naturi*, and of the smallness of the proportion of those which 
had come to the knowledge of the botanists of Kurope, when 
we fiiul, that of 343 species, observed by M. Boiipland and 
myself in the course of our travels, scarcely a fifth or sixth 
part had been recorded. In casting up the G/umare<E, enu* 
nicrated in Persoon s Synopsis Plantarum, those found by Mr. 
Brown in New Holland and Van Diemen's Island, and the 
new ones published by myself and fellow-traveller, we find 
that we are now acquainted with about 1200 Graminea, 900 
Cyperacea, and lOD /uncc<e, forming a total of 2200 Glumaceee. 

* This was shewn to be by uniting the two ends of the quantity 
used. 
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But, although this may appear a considerable number, and 
one that has, of late, received very extensive additions, it 
turns out, in fact, to be a proof of the negligence of botanists 
in respect to these three orders. It has been already siiewn, 
that these three orders form one-tenth part of the Ph®noga- 
nious vegetation of the earth; so that, in the 30,000 Mono- 
cofyledonous and Dicotyledonous species, which have been 
recorded, we ought to have met with, at least, 3000 Gluma- 
ceff, if they had received from travellers an equal share of 
attention, with that which has been bestowed upon Composite 
and Legufninosa. 

All over the world the Glumace<B are found to iacrease their 
number in a wonderful proportion, either as you recede from 
the line, towards the poles, or as you ascend the mountain, 
from the level of the sea. But then this augmentation of 
number takes place in a far smaller ratio, from the line to the 
temperate rone, than that in which is found to take place 
from the latitudes of France and Germany, towards the polar 
circle. In Lapland, for instance, there are three times more 
GlumacciB than Composite: ; while, in the temperate parts of 
Europe, the families are nearly equal. On the other hand, in 
North America, from the 32d to the 45th degree of latitude, 
the Compost;® are already found to exceed the Glumacea by a 
fourth: a proportion which becomes still greater in the tro¬ 
pical regions of that continent. I have purposely taken the 
Glumacea and ComposHcie for points of comparison, as being 
the two families which, in every part of tlie world, comprise 
the largest portion of vegetable si>ccics, and disjday the 
greatest variety of configuration. Next, in i)oint of numbers, 
to the Glumacecc and Composita, as far as I am able to judge, 
are the Canjophyllea, Amentaceo’, and Ericina, in the frozen 
zone; the Leguminosa:, CrucifeTtr, and Labiat<e, in the tempe¬ 
rate zone; the Legifwinos®, ItubiaceiS, and MalvacB^t in the 
torrid zone. 

In considering, separately, the three natural orders which 
compose the family of the Glumacea, we shall find, that the 
respective relations of the Graminets, Cyperace®, and Juncetr, 
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under the line, are, to each other, nearly, as 95.7*1 1 in the 
temperate latitudes of the old world, as 7*5<1; under the 
polar circle, as 9-f-. 1. So that it is only in Lapland that 
the Cyperacea are equal, in number of species, to the 
Gramme€e; but through the temperate zone to the tro¬ 
pics, the quantity of Cyperacem and Junc€<e diminishes, in 
a far greater proportion, in the northern hemisphere, than 
that of the Graminea : in so much, that the Juncea disappear 
almost entirely in the torrid zone. The Cyperactttf on the 
other hand, seem better qualified to support every degree of 
climate; and it is specially among them that we find the 
plants which are common to both the new and the old conti¬ 
nents, such as Kyllingia monocephala, Cypbrvs monoitachyus, 
Ch-stospoea aurea, and other species, which wc have enu¬ 
merated elsewhere. So New Holland and South America 
produce, in common, Scirpus triqueter, Scirfus ca/nfa/»s; and 
Fuirena umbellata; Burope and Australasia, Scirpus Jluitans, 
SciRPUs supinust Scirpus setaceus, Scirpus lacustriSf Scirpus 
triqueter, Schcenus mariscus, Carex cepitosa, Carrx Pseudo- 
Cypems, Juncus marUimus, and Jukcus effusus. Tn general, 
the countries which lie within the tropic of Capricorn appear 
to abound in the Ctperace^ ; for, of the 456 GLUMACEiE of 
New Holland, described by Mr« Brown, 914 are ranked in the 
GramintiEt and 900 in the Cyperacea ; which proportion, if it 
be admitted as the true one of the relative distribution of 
these plants, is widely different from that which is exemplified 
in the tropic of Cancer. 

As to what I have to offer in regard to the secondary groups 
or tribes, into which the Glumacece have been divided accord¬ 
ing to natural affinity, I shall make use of an extract from the 
writings of Mr. Kiinth: ** Some of the tribes of the Graminea, 
are represented by numerous species in the tropical regions, 
while in Europe they have not a single species, or at least, 
such only as are very rare ; for instance, the Panicea^ Sttpaceee, 
Ckloridete, Sacckarinie, Orizcee^ Olyrett^ and Bambusacea. Europe 
does not produce a single species oiPaspalumj only five species 
of the Stipace<r, very few of the Saocharinat but one of the 
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Otyzea, (Leersia oryzoides,) and not one of the Cklwide^t 
OlyrecSt and Bambusacecc, On the other hand, the Agrwiidta, 
Avenacea, ArundinacetB, and Bromece, arc peculiar to our tein« 
perate latitudes. In a like manner the Hordeaceae, (an order 
which comprehends the principal part of our corn-plants,) 
seem specially adapted to the warmer regions of Europe and 
to Asia, while the alpine grasses of both the new and old con¬ 
tinents belong principally to the Agrostidetp, Avenacea, and 
Bromea: The genus Cyperus, is almost entirely tropical; for 
of the 150 species, which we know at present, scarcely 20 be¬ 
long to Europe and the northern part of Ameiica. There is 
not a Maeiscus, nor a KYLLiyoiA in all Europe; nor is there 
any species of the true Q^peraoe€B, (those with two ranked im¬ 
bricated glumes), in the whole European continent. The 
Scirpccs seem to be dispersed indiscriminately over every part 
of the globe, and of all the monocotyledonous plants, are 
those among which we meet with the greatest number of in¬ 
stances of species, which are common both to the new and old 
continents.” 

In regard to Bamboos, M. Bonpland and myself had the 
good fortune to meet with them in bloom twice, once on the 
banks of the Cassiquiare, (a branch of the Orinoco), and again 
near the plantation of El Muerto, in the province of Popayan, 
between Bugus and Quilichao. For though these trec-like 
canes cover the marshy lands of the new world to a great ex¬ 
tent, and often attain the height of 50 or 60 feet, yet they 
very seldom flower there. Neither Mutis, who had explored 
so many Guadales, (as the marshes covered with Bamboos are 
called by the Creoles,) nor our friend Tafalla, who had accom¬ 
panied Ruiz and Pavon in their well known botanical expedi¬ 
tion through Peru, had either of them ever been able to pro¬ 
cure the fruit or the flower of a Bamboo. On the other band, 
in the East Indies these gigantic grasses are known to flower 
in such abundance, that according to Dr. Buchanan, the seed 
mixed with honey, is a common article of food in the Mysore 
country. The plant is there believed to bear fruit as soon as 
it has attained the age of 15 years, and to die immediately 
afterwards. It is distinguished by the natives of those parts 
into two sorts, one with a solid cane, called Chittu, and 
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which grows in dry places, and the other with a hollow cane, 
called Doda, which comes quicker to maturity, and grows in 
watery places. 

Having procured some canes of a Bamboo (Bambusa Gua- 
dua) at (luaduas, in New Granada, we saw at once how defi¬ 
ciently and incorrectly the genus had been characterized in all 
OUT botanical works, and made it our first concern to take the 
description of the plant on the spot where it grew, and attended 
in particular to the deeply three-parted style, and the three 
scales which surround the parts of fructification, and were then 
denominated by us its triphyllous nectary. Luureiro is al¬ 
most the only author who has described the style c-onectly in 
the asiatic species, (for example, in Bambusa eerficIZ/a^a). 

The Bamboo is not so general in the wet lands of South 
America as has been usually thought. They are rather scarce, 
both in the Caraccas and New Andalusia, (if we except the 
▼allies that lie between Cumanacoa and the town of San Fer¬ 
nando), and the marshy woods of Guayana, that line the 
banks of the Ca<isiacjuiare and Atabasso. There are hardly any 
other on the shores of the Apurc which runs through the 
province of Varinas, or on those of the Guainia, or Hio Negro, 
in all the parts of America which were visited by Bonpland 
and myself, wc only found them common in those places 
which lay exposed to the setting sun. They abound princi¬ 
pally in New Granada, where they constitute vast forests, and 
grow both in the sultry lowlands, between Turbaco and Ma> 
hates, as well as in the highland vallies, where the climate is 
more tcDipcrnte ; for instance, between the towns of Guaduac 
and Villeta, in Santa Fb de Bogolh ; on the western declivi¬ 
ties of the Quindu And^s, near Buenavista and Cartliagena; 
on the bank of the Cauca (between Bugas and Quilu'hao, in 
Popayan); and, lastly, at the back of the vuicaiiic mountain, 
Rucu-Pichincha, near the city of Quito; wheie a wide marshy 
level, covered with a close rank vegetation, e.\tends through 
the province of Esmeralda, to the shores of the Pacific Ocean. 

We found the Bambusa Guadvjb from oa a level with the 
sea, up to the height of 860 fathoms; and what struck us 
was, that the highland plants of this species always contained 
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more water than those on the plains, although both grew in 
soils of equal degrees of humidity. In the highest stations 
(as from COO to 900 fathoms) we only found them dispersed 
about in small bushes; but, in the level country, even as high 
up as 400 fathoms, they formed extensive forests. In general 
the plants which belong to the Bamboo tribe, may be reckoned 
among the gregarious plants (plantcc sociata). The Nastus 
of the Isle of Bourbon, according to Bory St. Vincent, is a 
true subalpine grass, and never descends into the plains 
lower than to an elevation of (>00 fathoms aboi’e the sea. 

Tlie water which is found secreted in the hollow of the 
American Bamboos has a somewhat brackish taste, but is 
not unpalatable. It is said by the natives to have an injurious 
effecl upon the urinary passages. 1 could never detect any 

* The genera llA.MttifSA and Nastos, which most hotaiiisls of the 
present day have lilpiidud logclher, are lo lie distinguished from 
each other by the following cahractcrUlics :—lu K vMtujsA the long 
subcylindrical cars coinjirize a great mmiberof bipule:icc*ous(doid)ic- 
ebaffed) flowers, of which the lower only are male ones. Kach of 
these bipaleaceous flowers is inclosed by a calyx of two glumes, 
(husks). The manner of the inflorescence, and the form of the 
chaffs arc nearly the same as in the Poj?, from which, however, the 
lliMBus.n are suflicieiitly dislingnishabU* by an arborescent haiiim, 
by having six slumcii'*, a deeply lri*<d slyle, and three scales that 
surround the parts of fniclification. In the genus Nastus, on the 
other hand, the ear is oblong, compressed, and comprizes a fixed 
niiinber of chaffs, which overlay each other in two rows, nearly as 
in the Cjfperact’a:. Of these glumes, only llic two upper ones en¬ 
close a flower like that of Bamdusa, viz. one with a trifid style, six 
stamens, and three nectaries. Judging from analogy, the two lower 
glumes may stand for the calyx in Bambusa, the others may be 
looked tipoii us neutral flowers with only one valve. The species 
which belong lo Bahbusa are, nrundittarta et slricta. Roxh. vtrlinl- 
lata Willd. laliJoUa H Cuadtr.^ Boiipl. and an unpiiUlisbcd one 
of the Isle of Bourbon. To the gcims Nastus belong. Calumet 
das hauls de Bourbon^ and a Madagascar, sjtccies of which the 
specimen is preserved in the Herbarium of M- Du Petit Tbouars. 
Bory St. Vlucent has described the style aud nectaries of Nastus 
correctly, but has blended the genus with Rambusa. 

VoL. V. E 
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secretion from the American Bamboos, that gave me any idea of 
the sweetness of honey, but I met with the true Tabasheer or 
Tahaxiriii the kingdom of Quito, and it ditfercd but very slightly 
from that of the East Indies. I brought home a specimen of 
it, which was analyzed by the celebrated Vauquelin. It is 
called by the Creoles manteca de GuaduaSf (Guaduas, butter), 
and contains 0,70, of siliceous earth, and 0,30 of potash, lime, 
end water* 

I cannot account for the Tabasfteer, which is a white substance^ 
and liiable like starch, having been compared to honey by those 
who have treated on the subject of the sugar of (he ancients* 
I cuui<l perceive no dweet taste in the Quito Tabasheer, not even 
when It was in the state <if a niucilage, and before it was hardened 
by drying: and strongly suspect that none of the arborescent 
canes in all America contain any sweet liquid whatever. As to 
the 'I'aliHsheer, betore it coagulates into lU wonted stony hard<- 
nesb, it is a viscid, while, and milky substance. Kept fur five 
months, it exhales a strongly fetid animal smell. The same pro¬ 
perty was observed by Dr. Patrick lluiihcdi, the oriental travel¬ 
ler, in uimt he teims the .\alt of the aslalic ItamhoOf while Gar¬ 
cias del liucrto, who lesided fora long time at Goa, in quality of 
physician to the viceroy, is the only author who speaks of a* 
sweet juice Iroiii the Bamboo. The ancients seem to have been 
led to conloun i true sugar with tabasheer in the first place, from 
both being the produce of a cane, and in the second from the 
Sanscrit word sharkara, which at this day (like the Persian 
shaker and the Hiiulustanee schukur] is used for our sugar, not 
properly meaning something which is sweet, but something that 
is lapideous and granulated, as we learn from Boppius, on the 
authoriiv of Amarasinha. It is probable that the word scAar^dra 
oiigiimll) mcuiit only tabasheer, (saccar momhu)yhMt was subse¬ 
quently iiaiisferrcd from similitude of appearance to our sugar 
from the smaller cane (iksvhUy kandekschu, kanda).’ The word 
Bamboo is derived from momhu ; and from kanda we get candy, 
{sugar-cayidtj). In tabasheer we trace the Persian word scher, 
which means milk, in Sanscrit kschirnm. 
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PJiny, as has been ingeniously demonstrated by Salmasius in 
opposition to Scaliger, clearly describes tabashcer of the Bam¬ 
boo under the name of sugar, when be speaks of it as ** a honey 
formed in cancs, white like gum, crumbling between the teeth, 
found in lumps about the size of a filbert, and only used medi¬ 
cinally/' Yet it is manifest from the verses of Varro, quoted by 
Isidorus, from passages of Theophrastus, Lucan, Solinus, and 
especially Strabo, on the authority of Eratosthenes, that the 
ancients had derived some notion of our su^ar from the East In- 

O 

dies, and aflirmed that it was obtained from canes without the 
assistance of the bee. But then they believed that a liquid 
of the sweetness of lioney was expressed from ilie roots of 
the large kind of canes, confounding the root with the haulm, 
and the humble sugar-cane (Sacchauum officinale') with the 
Bamboo, “ a joint of which, when split asunder, they de’^cribed 
as large enough to form a navigable bark/' Others among them, 
as Seneca, I)ioscori<les, and Alexander Aphrodisasus, believed 
true sugar to be the morning dews of the canes, collected on the 
foliage of the plant. It is certain that the sugai-cane is indi¬ 
genous in the neighbourhood of Almangar, in the East Indies, 
on the banks of the Euphrates, and at Siraf; but 1 su^pect 
that in that part of Asia which was frequented by the Greeks, 
the plant was only expressed for the purpose of procuring n 
beverage for immediate u^e, and that the juice never could have 
been exported, owing to its tendency to ferment. So tliat I con¬ 
clude, that hard sugar was unknown to the ancients,*^ and that 
when they speak of a sedid sugar, they mean tabashcer or schar- 
kara of Bamboo. 

It may be hardly thought necessary that we should mention in 
this place, that before America was discovered by the Spaniards, 

* The art of making sugar from the cane was not mentioned by 
any writers until the fifth century, and, as the learned Sprangell hat 
first shewn, Moses Chorenensis, in describing the beauties of the 
province of Choratan, mentions the valley of Gundi-Saporem “ at 
a place where the precious s'lgar was made/’ 1 have proved in 
another place, that the manufacture of sugar was of the highest 
antiquity iu China. 

E 3 
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the inhubitunts ot that continent and the adjacent islands^ 
wore entirely unacquainted either with the siijjar-caiies, or with 
any of our corii-jdanib, (which last arc indigenous of the country 
between the Kur and the Torek, in Persia ami Armenia), or 
with rice. Tlic Spanish waters on the subject of America, give 
the name <*}“ sitrtll rice {Oryza parca) to the Cii ekopooium 
Quinoiiy which i-* c<Mismon in Santa Tfe de Bagoid, and in the 
kingdom of Quito, m the same way as the Anglo-Aincv cans did 
that of VmHula rive to a species of Zizania. Turkey corn, 
(Zea A/ays), like many of the plants which have been in general 
cultivation fioiii leniotc pciiods, is not found gtowing wildinany 
part of Anieiic.i. We iiavu to lamont that travellers iiave not made 
uscorrect lyucrjuainted \Nith the characters of the plants mentioned 
cursorily h\’ Alolina, in his histoiy of Chili, under the names of 
Secalc Ma^u a nd JJordeiipi Tuca, of which the Araucanos formerly 
made a broad called couqae. We know from (Mrtes that the 
Agave and Tui key corn atForded the Americans a honey inde¬ 
pendently of the bee, and that he saw it in market at Tenochlitl. 


Art. V. Description of an Aerometer^ for making the 

necessary Corrections in Pneumatic llxperintents, for 

reducing the Volumes of the Gases to a given Standards 

By Marshall Hall, M. D. ^c. 

_ « 

In experiments on the Gases, it is generally necessary to 
make a correction, in order to ascertain their mean bulk ; for 
changis ill the temperature of the atmosphere, in the baro¬ 
metrical pressure, in the e.xtcrnal and internal heights of the 
fluid of the pneumatic trough; and, when this trough con¬ 
tains water, for tlie ele^-ation or precipitation of aqueous 
vapour, from these causes. And, in delicate c.vpcriments, it 
is frequently desirable to ascertain whether any slight change 
in llie volume, or apparent quantity of the gas, be owing ex¬ 
clusively to the agency of an external cause, or whether there 
be an absorption, or evolution of gas, by the materials sub¬ 
jected to the experiment. 

To obtain these corrections, it is usually proposed to make 
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three or four separate calculations; and a formula for each of 
these is given in the elementary works on Chemistry. It is 
the object, however, of the present communication, to de¬ 
scribe an instrument, by the aid of which the necessity for 
these calculations may be superseded. This instrument, which 
may be termed an Aerometer, consists of a bulb of glass, four 
cubic inches and a half in capacity, attached to a long tube, 
whose capacity is one cubic inch. 'I'liis tube is inserted into 
a.tother tube, of nearly etiual length, and supported on a 
stand, in the manner represented in the annexed figure. 
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The first tube admits of being siistained within the second, 
at any given height, by means of a spring, by which it is em¬ 
braced, and which is fixed to the upper part of the external 
tube. Five cubic inches of atmospheric air, under a medium 
pressure, and in a medium temperature, are to be introduced 
into the bulb and tube, of the latter of which it will occupy 
one-half; the other half of this tube, and part of the tube 
into which it is inserted, are to be occupied by the fluid of the 
pneumatic trough, whether water or mercury. The point of 
the tube, at which the air and fluid meet, is to be marked by 
the figures,denoting five cubic inches by measure; the upper 
and lower halves of the tube arc each to be divided into live parts, 
representing tenths of a cubic inch. The external tube is to 
be marked hy a scale of inches, like the common carpenter's 
rule. 

Jt is manifest that the condition of the gases, made the 
subject of experiment, as affected by external temperature 
and pressure, and by the formation or precipitation of aqueous 
vapour, when water is contained in the pneumatic trough, 
will be precisely similar to that of the air contained in the 
Aerometer. Now, if the height of the fluid of the pneumatic 
trough be difiereiit from that of the fluid within the jar, this 
difference is to be measured, and a precisely similar difference 
is to be induced in the external and internal heights of the 
fluid of the Aerometer, by raising or depressing the tube of 
the AiSroineter, in the tube containing it. 

Tin! gases made the subject of'experiment, and the air con¬ 
tained in the aerometer, are now placed, in every point of 
view, in similar circumstances, and it is only necessary to 
compare them. If the volume of the air of the aerometer be 
increased or diminished, that of the gases subjected to experi¬ 
ment may be concluded to be affected in a similar and pro¬ 
portionate manner. T'he air of the aerometer becomes, there¬ 
fore, the point of comparison, and the measure of the gases 
in the pneu-natic jar. Iwct a be the volume of the air con¬ 
tained in the aerometer, and b, that of the gases, on which 
the experiment is made : then 
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the real volume of the gases, under a medium pressure, and 
in a medium temperature. 

By this simple comparison of the volume of air of the 
aErometer, with that of the contents of the pneumatic jar, the 
real quantity of tlie gases made the subject of experiment is 
at once ascertained, according to llie standard originally 
adopted ; and tlie necessity for several calculations, and for 
refen.nccs to the table of tlic changes of volume of the gases, 
by given changes in temperature, arc at once obviated and 
sui>cr£cded. 


Art. VI. On some curious Vrope Hies of the Powers of 

Numbers. 

To the Editor of the JoiunaJ of Science and Arts. 

Sir, 

A TEW years since considerable attention was excited by an 
American boy, who performed menially several arithmetical 
operations of sonic ditliculty, such as discovering tlie factors 
of width any number consisted, exiratling the square and 
cube roots, &c. Having inysclf been pit sent at. some of his 
performances, I was led to con->id«*r the moans by which 
several otlicr arithmetical operations of, at lca!^t, equal dilfi- 
culty, may be performed with facilily, without the aid of 
writing. I have subjoined a few of the rules which occurred 
to me in the enquiry; &nd, if you deem them worthy of a 
place in your valuable Journal, tliey aie much at your .service. 

1 remain^ yours, &c. 

D. O. 

Given any number, which is a complete power of 2, to dis¬ 
cover at sight what power it is, or how many times the 
number 2 has been multiplied together, and produce the given 
number. 
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Let p + 1 be the number of figures in the given number. 
Subjoin to the right-hand of p. 


O'] 

the number 3 1 


5 

6 
7 




8 

8 

9 

9 


if the given number 
begins with 



^dly» Then the nearest whole number to one-third of the 
result, will be the power to which 2 has been raised, to 
produce the given number. 


Ex. 1. What power of 2 is 2048? 

Here the number of figure is 4; therefore 

p -h 1 — 4, and p zz S. 

Since the given number begins with 2, we must subjoin 3 
to the right side of p, when it becomes 33, 

33 

onc-third of which is — = 11; 

3 

consequently 2048 is the 11th power of 2. 


Ex. 2. What power of 2 is 4611686018427387904? 

In this case the number of figures is 19; therefore 
p -h 1 = 19, and p = 18; 

And since the given number begins with 4, we must subjoin 
6 to p, when wc have 186; 

186 

one-third of this is — = 62; 

3 

the given number is, therefore, the G2d power of 2. 

The invest igation of this rule is very easy: 

Let the number given be N = A", 
by logarithms we ha^ e 

log. N = log. A" = » log. A ; 

And since the number of figures in N is p + 1, log. N is 
nearly equal to p, and the first decimal of lug. N will depend 
on the figure with which N begins. If it begins with 2, it 
will be 3; if it begins tvith 3, the decimal part will be 5 
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nearly, and so on, as in the rule. Let k be any one of these 
numbers, then 

log. N = P + •^ 


and n log. A “ /j -f- 


or n 


lOp + k 
10 log, A 


*} 

Wlieii A = 2, log. A ^ nearly, aud the value of n is 
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10 /) + k 

5 


nearly. 


as we have given in the rule. 

(.liven any number, which is a jiowcr of 4, ascei tain what 
power it is. 

itwle.—Proceed exactly as in the first ])art of the formei 
rule; and, for the second part. 

Take the nearest whole number to one-sixth of the result, 
which will be the power to whicli the number 4 has been 
mised. 

Ex. 1. What power of 4 is 25G ? 

Here p + I zzZ, and p = 2. 


And since the given number begins with 2, we must sub¬ 
join 3; hence 

23 

^ — 4 nearly; 

and 25C is, therefore, the 4th power of 4. 

Ex, 2. What power of 4 is 1 ir,292l50460G84«l)r6 
In this case p + 1 = 19, anti p := 18; 

180 

hence —r: 30, 

and the given number is the 30th power of 4. 

The investigation of this rule easily follows from that of 
the former; for 

_ \0p + k 
” lO log. A 
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And A, in this case, is equal to 4, consequently log- 

6 * 
A log. 4 r: ~ nearly: hence 

10 n + ^ 

n = ■ 

6 

This rule is not quite so extensive as that which was given 

3 

for the powers of 2 ; the reason of which is, tliat — is more 


nearly equal to the logarithms of 3, tlian ~ is to that of 4. 

Given any number, wliich is a power of 5, to determine 
on inspection what power it is. 

Proceed exactly, as in the two former rules, for the first 
part, and take the nearest whole number to one-seventh oi 
the result; this is the power to which 5 has been raised. 

Ex. Wliat power of 5 is 15Ci2 j ? 

Here p + 1 = 5, and p = 4 ; 

1 40 

hence ~ nearly, 

and 15625 is the 6th power of 5. 

This rule is easily j>roved by the formula already given, if 

we substitute in it ^ which is nearly equal to llte logarithm 

of 5: it then becomes 

l(> p 4- tc 



Any number, which is a power of p, being given to ascer¬ 
tain by inspection what, power it is. 

All powers of 9 end cither with 1 or with p. 

p + 1 being the number of ligures in the given number, 
let t be the luuubcr of times 10 is contained in p -f 1, and 
let I be the last figure but one of the given number: then, 

If the given number ends with 1, it is the (10 ^ -f lo —/) 
power of 9, except l~o, when it is simply the 10 t power of 9. 

If the given number ends with 9, it is the (lOf + 1 + 1) 
power. 

J£r. 2« What power of 9 is 382439536481? 
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Here /) + 1 r: 12, and 10 is contained in 12 once ; there¬ 
fore t r= 1) also 2 = 8; hence 

10 f 4- 10 — 2 = 10 + 10 — 8 = 12, 
and it is the 12th power of 9. 

Bx, 2. What power of 9 is 4782969 ? 

Jn this case we have p + 1 = 7, and 10 is not contained in 
7; therefore t = o, also 2 = 6: then 

10 2 + 2 + 1 = 6 4- 1 = 7, 
anti the given number is the 7th power of 9. 

Tlic investigation of this rule may easily be deduced, from 
considering the expansion of 

9"= (10— I)". 

If, however, the number, which is a power of 9, contains 
less than 22 places of figures, wc may employ a shorter rule ; 
for, in that case, ihc number of the figures it contains will be 
equal to the power to which 9 has been raised; thus 729 con¬ 
tain 3 figures : it is the 3d ])ower of 9 ; so also 59049 consists 
of 5 ligures, and it is the 5th power of 9. 

Any power of 11 being proposed, to discover on inspection 
what |H)wer it is. 

Take as many tens as there arc contained in the number of 
figures, of which the given number consisU, and add to them 
the last figure but one of the given number: the sum is the 
power to whicli 11 hcis been raised. 

Bx. What power of 11 is 14611 ? 

The number of figures is 5, in uliieh 10 is not contained, 
and the last figure but one is 4 ; therefore 14641 is the 4th 
j) 0 wer of 11. 

These rules are, of course, only applicable to perfect 
powers of the respective lunnbcrs lo which they relate, and 
there is considemble difference as to the extent to which they 
continue true; thus the 2d rule, given tor the powers of 9, 
fails ill the 23(1 power: wlfibt the rule for discovering the 
power of 11, will not, 1 believe, be found deficient for any 
power under the 240. 
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Art. VII. Account of the Mineral Springs of Ccddas de 
Hainhaj in the North of Portugal, with an Analysis of 
the Water* By George Rennie, Esq* 

Loniion^ Feh. 18, 1818. 

Galdas is a small toivii, celcbi*nted tor its baths. It is situ¬ 
ated at the distance of fourteen Portuguese leagues from the 
north of Lisbon, in the province of Kstrcmadnra, and com¬ 
prehended in the Ouvidoria dc Alcmqticr, which includes the 
villages of Alemquor, Aide Gulcga, da Merciar, Caldas Cha- 
musca, Cintra, Obidos, and Selii* dc Poi’to, comprising a 
population of «i0,000 souls. The surrounding country is well 
cultivated, and agreeably divci-sificd by gentle inequalities of 
surface. The soil, which is sandy, reposes r»n red sand stone, 
covering a coal formation. 'Die surrounding hills have no 
considerable elevation, tliey consist of coarse red sand, and 
primitive liinestunes. The town, which is only reniarlvable 
for its batlis .approaches the figure of an irrcgulnr square, and 
annually, though slowly, augments. The Iiousrs are iiidiflfer- 
ently furnished, and the windows, for the most part tinglazcd. 
Living is expensive, and the essential luxuries of life hardly 
obtainable. The accommodations at the inn, are, however, 
good. The hot springs are in the centre of the toun, and in¬ 
closed by a neat substantia) building, which is entered fixim 
the piincipal or western side, into a square vestibule. A room 
on the left, constitutes a pharmacy. A dark vaulted passage 
conducts to the men's bath on the right, and a passage of about 
30 feet long by 8 feet wide, connects tlie well-i’ooin with the 
vestibule. The interior of the hospital communicates with the 
well room, where the water is administered by an attendant 
I tried the temperature of the water when fresh drawn, it 
was then 85*’ Fahr. in the tumbler, when lowered into 
the well it indicated a variation of from 88® to QO^Fahr- 
The emission of vapour and sulphureous smell appeared 
to augment and diminish, but observed no regular intervab. 
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The smell and taste was similar to that of Harrowgate 
water, but accompanied with loss sparkling. Its volatile 
parts (lissipatctl by exposure to the atninsjihere, and formed 
a thin pellicle of sulphur on the surface. 'J'hc colour of a 
bright silver t iblc .spoon was sensibly changed when sus¬ 
pended in the vapour, and the surface of a penknife w'as readily 
acted upon when immersed in the water. Koiling entirely 
dcprivi .1 i! of smell. The water is taken internally from 7 to 
10 in t!ie morning ami evening, wliicli is usually tluj IrmC for 
bathing. The company employ these intervals in pnnnenading 
to the jlixinal light of two or three lamp.-?. The ulinost pre¬ 
caution is observed in protecting the bfidy by warm (-loathing, 
which K here very iu*c( s«'U’y. The in-ipidity of social iiiter- 
conrsc, added t»> a total d.*rect of public amusement, present 
no indneiMnent'.> to the residence of a stranger. Tin- climate, 
is subject to lAtrcinc variations of temperature, and the preva- 
I(‘nco of violent winds in the spring, whicli l)low uninterruptedly 
from the ocean. 'l‘be e\cossiv(* heat of ihe snunner !-><:;isun in 
the day time, is succt-eded by cold .'iioist vajiours in the 
evening, which lender an expOMiie of the b(»dy extremely 
haz;wtloii.s. On the *23d of August, the. tbermotnctci in Ihc shade 
at iiiul-day, indi<;ated 7S® Fabr.and in tln^ sun 115®, giving 
a didcrenee of 37°. At midnight it was 4i°, giving a dilFer- 
ence of 31° between the tcmjieratnre of mid-day and mid¬ 
night. 'Ibcn; are four baths appropiiatcd to public use. Hut 
the juincipal one, or men’s bath, is the one from which the 
sampli' was taken. Jt is 3(» feet Icmg, 9 feet wide, and .ibout 
'Z feet 10 inches deep. It is enclosed by a sjKicious vaulted 
apaitment. The spring oozes from the nortii-west corner, 
yieldim^ npvvavdiof l.> cubic fee* pc-rininute, »;dciil-iting from 
the ri.<* of wati-r in th - bath. A pump !-> placed in the source 
for the puipi;-,e of nuplyiiig a stream on the diiFcrent parts of 
the Ivuly. A thorir.omctcv plnngad imiiicdiately into the 
source, hnlicated a tcinjier.tture of fj-’in 9.3“^ to 94°, which 
agrees with the slatcmcnt of J.)r, Witlijring. The ea‘'t end, 
which is most remote, varied by several dt greeb. A fine white 
sand over a stratum of argillaceous earth, covers the bottom 
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of the bath on which the bathers' sit. An inclined board 
admits of the requisite elevation to bring the chin on a level 
with the surface of the water. An attendant regulates the 
period of immersion according to the nature of the patient, 
and renders every assistance fur a small gratuity, which is 
perfectly optional to the bather. An apartn.eut properly 
heated, is appropriated to the general service of dressing and 
undressing, and the usual precautions observed befui e and after 
bathing. 'I'he wotnen*s bath is about the same size, but from 
the room being larger, tlic average temperature of the bath is 
lower. The thennoinetcr indicated the saute temperature in 
the source. The product of the supply of tiie men’s bath, is 
equal to the united products of this and the other two. The 
waste water of all the sources, is conducted vvci^tward into the 
cistern at the king's garden, where it serves the purpose of 
bathing cattle, and turning an horizontal water*whccl by the 
lateral impulse (»f the water, and as the wheel revolves with 
great rapidity, tlie prolonged axis of it moves the upper mill¬ 
stone with sullicienl velocity. Most water-mills in I’ortugal 
are constnided upon this principle. The garden, or quinta, 
although in bad taste, is large and w'cll kept. From May to 
September may be accounted the fashionable season. From ‘ 
vestiges of Koman antiquity discovered on the scite of the 
present est.ibHshment, it is probable, that, the ilonians were 
acquainted with the medicinal properties of these springs, but 
their history is involved in obscurity, until the marvellous 
virtues attributed in them attracted the notice and piety of 
Eleonor, (queen and consort of Dom John If.), who erected 
an hospital for the beneOt of poor persons, in the year 1484, 
and hence the denomination of Caldas de llaiiiha, or Queen's 
Hot Baths. The first attempt at an analysis of this water was 
made at the university of Coimbra, in the year 1776, and 
afterwards by Dr. Nunez Gayo, in a memoir intltlcd Tratado 
da Ague de Caldas da Raiuha, Lisboa, 177!b Svo. The result 
of his expel imenls gave the following ingredients ; 

Iron, marine salt, the elements of phlogiston^ selenites, 
fixed air, absorbent earth, argil. 
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Agreeing with the experiments made at Coimbra, With the 
exception of the presence of iron, not detected by that unU 
versify, a small pamphlet was published in the year 1791, 4to» 
on the use and abuse of Caldas waters. ** Advertencias sobre 
os abuses e legitimo uso dos Agoas mineraes dus Caldas da 
Rainha, por Francisco Tavares, Lisboa, 1791 *’ Little informa¬ 
tion, however^ can be derived from the above authorities, 
exhibiting throughout an imperfect knowledge of chemical 
science. 

In the year 179-^, a pamphlet was publislicd by the cele¬ 
brated Dr, Withering, of Birininghaiu, entitled, “ Analyse da 
Agoa da Caldas da Rainha,*' &c. 61 pages, 4to. The work is 
cntitlcil to much attention, as being the only considerable 
approximation hitherto made towards a knowledge of its 
component parts, but which tills skilful naturalist was pre¬ 
vented from correctly asccrt.uning by the imperfection of his 
apparatus. 

1 remain your most obedient, 

Georou Ubni^ie. 

Dr. Withering’s analysis of l‘i8 oz, of the water is as 
follows; 

Fixed air - ^ oz, measure 

Hepatic air - 0 ^ oz. nictisure 

Calx acrata - 3 \ grains 

Fcrniin lleputicum 2 ^ grains 
Argil Kartli - 1 ^ 

Siliceous Barth - O 
Magnesia Salt - 64 

Selenitic Salt - 44 

Common Salt - 148 

264 grains. 


Some of the water brought to England was found to be of 
sjieciBc gravity 1005, 8. 
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16 ovnces evaporated gave 24 grains of dry salts, and 
they were 


Mur. Soda 

- 

J12.2 

Sul. Soda 

- 

5.5 

Sul. Lime 

- 

4.1 

Sul. Mag. 

- 

1.7 
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Aht. VIII. Report ^ Mr. Brancle’s Lectures on Minera^ 
logical ChemisU'yf delivered in the Theatre of the Royal 
Institution^ in the Spring of 1817* Continued from 
page 247 of VoL IV, 

The mincialogical and cliemical liistory of plutinum, copper, 
and mercury, formed the subject of tlie next lecture. Plati¬ 
num lias been known in JCuropc for about a century. Don 
Antonio dc Ulloa, who accompanied the French Academicians 
to Peru, for the purjwse of measuring a degree of the meridian 
in 17o5, is the first who formally announces it by name; and 
in 1754, its properties were very diligently examined by Dr. 
Lewis, and an account of them published in his ** Philosophical 
Commerce of the Arts.** 

This motal may be considered as the exclusive product of 
South Ami rica, having been hitherto only found in New Gra¬ 
nada, in the province of Barbacoas, near the shores of the 
Soutli Sea, and in Brazil. Vaiiquelin indeed, has lately detected 
it in very minute quantities in the gray silver ore of Guadal* 
canal. 

It occurs in &mall grains, very heavy, and of a silvery white 

lustre—these, however, besides platinum, contain a variety of 
other bodies. The pure metal may be procured by dissolving 
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the ore in 4ililto aitro-muriatie acid, pre^itatiog by la' am- 
aao ai a c ^ and haatjng tha precipitate to redness. Graaulatad 
platinum is thus obtained, which at a white heat may be 
welded into bars. It is a white metal, sp. gr. very ductile 
and malleable. Dr. WoUaston, by the ingenious expedient 
enveloping it in silver, has drawn it into wire, one two- 
thousandth of an inch only in thickness. It is very difficult 
of fusion, and a bad comparative conductor of heat and elec¬ 
tricity ; hence in the Voltaic circuit it sooner becomes red-hot 
than most of the other metals. The chemical properties of 
platinum were next shewn, the means of recognizing it in 
analysis pointed out, and the method exhibited of applying it 
to the surface of ])orcelain and earthen ware. 

The chemist is the principal person who has been benefited 
by the discovery of platinum. Its power of resisting the 
action of heat, and of most acids, renders it very valiaable 
for many purposes in the laboratory; there are, however, 
many bodies which unite with it at a moderate temperature, 
forming an easily fusible compound, and the introducUon of 
these into vessels of platinum, roust be carefully guarded 
against. 

Although the metallic grains whence we obtain platinum 
consist chiefly of that metal, they also contain gold, iron^ lead, 
generally mercury, and four other metallic bodies, which are of 
more recent discovery, and have been termed Iridium, osmium, 
palladium, and rhodium. Of these, the two former were 
discovered by the late Mr. Tennant, and the two latter by Dr. 
Wollaston; and had we searched throughout chemistry for 
an illustrative instance of the delicacy of the modern art of 
analysis, k would be difficult to have found any one more noto¬ 
rious than the history of the discovery and separation of these 
bodies exhibits. 

When crude platinum is acted on by nitro-muriatic add, 
by for the greatest proportion is dissolved ; but there remains 
a black powder, which was taken by Mr. Tennant as the sub¬ 
ject of his researdies, who found that by the alteraate action 
of soda and muriatic acid, it might be entirely diasolYed. 

VoL. V. F 
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The olcaline solutifm distilled with muriatic acid gave a 
volatile metallic oxide dissolved in water, which from the pecu¬ 
liar smell, Mr. Tennant called osmium. The pure inct-.d may 
b^'obtained by shaking mercury in the solution of the oxide, 
and distilling the mercury from the amalgam so formed ; the 
metal is white, very infusible and fixed. With tincture of galls 
its solutions afford a blue precipitate. 

• The acid solution contained another metal called iridium, on 
account of the various colours exhibited b) it« oxide. 

Dr. Wollaston principally turned hi« attention to the solution 
remaining after the precipitation of the platinum by &al ammo¬ 
niac. This may contain iron, copper, lead, gold, platinum, and 
two new metals. I'hcse different substances are separable by 
a plate of iron, which, when immersed in their solution, throws 
down everything except iron. This precipitate* is digested in 
weak nitric acid, which dissolves the lead and copper ; then in 
nitro-muriatic acid, which takes up the platinum, and the re¬ 
maining two metals. The addition of common salt forms triple 
compounds with each of them. Alcohol dissolves two of 
these, and leaves a triple salt of a metal which produces red 
saline compounds, and which Dr. Wollastoti Ihcncc called 
rhodium. 

The alcoholic solution contains the salt of platinum, which 
we may set aside, and another salt, containing the remaining 
new metal paUadium^ which is separable by prussiatc of 
mercury ; or palladium may be at once precipitated, Ijy adding 
prusslate of mercury to the solution remaining after the pre¬ 
cipitation of platinum by sal an)nioniac. Rhodium is a white 
metal, its specific gravity 11. Palladium is a little heavier. 
Palladium alloyed with gold has been employed, at the sug¬ 
gestion of Dr. Wollaston, for the graduated part of the great 
astronomical circle, erected at the Royal Observatory, by Mr. 
Troughton. 

Aseparate ore, consisting ofiridium and osiniuui, lias been 
discovered by Dr. Wollaston among the grains of crude plati¬ 
num. Its specific gravity 19,6; it is hard, not malleable, and 
very briUiant* 
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1 have thus endeavoured to describe, and as far as thejr 
nature admits, to exhibit the analytic processes by which the 
various substances existing in crude platinum arc separable, 
as well as the characters which enable us to recognise them 
as distinct and peculiar bodies. The separation of the new 
metals from this com])licale(l mixture, may be considered as 
one of the great triumphs of modern analysis, and sets the skill 
and dexterity of the discoverers in the strongest light; for 
they had not merely to disunite a compound of known ele* 
ments, but were further perplexed by the unknown characters 
of the new and unexamined metals. 

1’hc case before us will also serve to give those who know 
chemistry by name only, some notion of the difficulties which 
beset tlie chemical analyst, and of the patience and knowledge 
required to overcome them ; for these persons often imagine, 
that making a chemical analysis is a very simple process; 
they have been in the habit of looking at results, but have 
neglected the steps that led to them ; forgetting, as Lord 
iBacon has somewhere said, ** that in philosophy as in hushan* 
dry, a few hands suffice to measure out and fill into sacks, that 
corn which requires very many more labourers to sow, and 
l eap, and bind, and bring into the barn.** 

We now pass on to another metal—mercury or quicksilver, of 
which there is but one ore of any consequence : the sulphuret 
called also cinnabar or Vermillion. It occurs crystallized, and 
massive; light and dark red, and often sprinkled with globules 
of metallic mercury. This ore has been found in France, in 
the department of Mont Tonnerre, and in other parts of the 
kingdom ; but the most celebrated European mines are those 
of Almaden, in Spain. 

The Spanish dominions in America are also very rich in 
quicksilver, and large portions are annually prepared for the 
purposes alluded to in my last lecture. In the kingdom of 
New Granada, a large vein was discovered by skodeing, that is, 
bytraceing the fragments of ore washed down by currents to 
their source. Quicksilver, geologically speaking, stands among 
the newest metals. In primitive countries it occurs only in 
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floiall quantities, and is rare; but in bituminous slate, shell 
lime-stone, sand*8tone, and breccias, the great repositories 
exist. It has been found hy l>oloinieu among volcanic pro¬ 
ducts, doubtless sublimed by subterranean fires. 

There are two leading processes by which quicksilver is ob¬ 
tained in its metallic state. In France, cinnabar is distilled 
with lime and iron, by which it is decomposed, and the quick¬ 
silver passes over. In Spain, it is procured by roasting the 
ores: of these, and indeed of most other metallurgic processes, 
an excellent account will be found in Aikin's chemical dic¬ 
tionary. 

This ore of mercury is easily known by being wholly 
dissipated with a sulphureous smell before the blowpipe. It is 
used as a pigment, and for colouring red sealing wax. 

Quicksilver is a metal presently recognised by its fluidity. 
It boils at + 660®, and freezes at—40®. It forms two oxides; the, 
protoxide is black, and contains 190 metal + 7)5 oxygen : the 
peroxide is red, and consists of 190 metal and 15 oxygen. 

There are also two chlorides. The one commonly called calo¬ 
mel, and composed of 190 quicksilver and 33.5 chlorine. 
The other is corrosive sublimate, and contains 190 quicksilver, 
+67 chlorine. The modes of forming these two very im¬ 
portant compounds were exhibited; and Mr. Brande took the 
opportunity which was thus afibrded, of shewing the fallacy of 
the notions which some have entertained respecting the com¬ 
pound nature of chlorine. 

After shewing the nature of the salts of mercury formed by 
the two oxides, Mr. Brande proceeded to the metal copper, of 
which the ores were more numerous, and the processes of 
reduction more complicated than those of the metals before 
noticed. It is found native, combined with oxygen and with 
chlorine ; in the state also of carbonate, arseniate, and phos- 

r 

phate ; and lastly, united to sulphur. Specimens of these ores 
were shewn, and their mineralogical and chemical chaiacters 
were dwelt on at some length. 

The ores of copper are mostly peculiar to the old or primitive 
rocks. In this country, Cornwall not only furnishes profusion 
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of the useful ores, but the most select and scarce cabinet speci-^ 
mens—such as native copper, black sulphuret of copper, and 
arseniate of copper. 

Blue carbonate of singular beauty is found at Chessy, in 
France. Malachite, or green carbonate of copper, in Siberia. 
It is used in China as a common green paint, and fur orna¬ 
mental purposes. The most considerable mines in the world 
are those of Cornwall and Anglesea. Russia, Austria, and 
Sweden, are also rich in this metal. 

There is no metal, the presence of which is of more easy 
detection than copper. The suspected mineral is to be pow¬ 
dered, and boiled in dilute nitric acid, when it either affords a 
blue solution, or one which becomes so by the addition of 
ammonia. Solutions of copper furnish a precipitate of me¬ 
tallic copper, when a plate of clean iron is immersed in them. 

The ores of lead met with in the cabinet nf the mineralo¬ 
gist are very numeit)us; but those which are really useful as 
sources of the metal are few. 

Those ores of lead which are not of a metallic appearance, 
have a vitreous or greasy looking fracture; and they arc easily 
reducible by the blowpipe, when mixed with charcoal and 
some proper flux. The evidence respecting the existence of 
native lead, is by no means good. Mr. llathkie is said to have 
found it in Madeira, but it has been there considered as of 
volcanic oi’igin. 

Native oxide of lead is also a very scarce ore; it is 6f a red 
colour, and generally associated with sulphuret, from the 
decomposition of which it probably results. It has l>een found 
in Yorkshire, and in some of the German lead mines. 

Chloride of lead, called also hom-lead, has been found in 
Derbyshire, Gei*many, and in the United States by Dr. Meade; 
it is a very rare ore. 

Carbonate of lead commonly occurs crystallized in 4 and 6- 
sided prisms, and in long acicular and capillary ciystals, aggre¬ 
gated into a columnar form. It is a soft, brittle, and heavy 
ore, and easily furnishes a metallic globule by the blowpipe. 
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Jt generally, contains about 90 percent, of carbonate of IcaJ, 
and 10 per cent, of silica, alumina, and oxide of iron. Grey* 
wacke, slate, and lime-stoue rocks, are the usual containers of 
this ore; other lead ores and copper ores usually accompany* 
ing it. It is found in Lanarkshire, Durham, Cumberland, 
Shropshire, and in Cornwall, of singular beauty in Pentire* 
glaise, in the parish of St. Minver. 'I'hc mines of Saxony, 
Siberia, and of Chili in America, have also produced splendid 
specimens. Its chemical character is solubility in nitric acid, 
with eflfenescencc. 3'hc solution affords a precipitate of me¬ 
tallic lead by the immersion of a plate of zinc. 

Phosphate of lead, or green lead ore is crystallized in six-sided 
prisms, and short diverging acicular crystals, lleforc the 
blowpipe it melts into a polyhedral globule. Yorkshire, Scot¬ 
land, Germany, and Siberia, afibrd line specimens. One 
variety is brown, and occurs massive and crystallized; it is 
found in Hungary, Saxony, and very tine in Huelgot, and Poul- 
louen, in Brittany; also in Mexico. 

Arseniate of lead is a rare mineral. There are two varie¬ 
ties, the filamentous and reniform; it has a brownish colour. 
Before the blow()ipe it exhales arsenic and leaves lead. Hither¬ 
to it has been found only in France and Siberia. 

Sulphate of lead has a grey colour, and when crystallized 
assumes the forms of octohedra and four-sided prisms. It 
decrepitates under the blowpipe, and gives metallic lead. It 
is found in Anglcsea, Scotland, Cornwall, the Hartz, and 
Siberia. 

Molybdate of lead, or yellow lead ore, crystallizes in modi¬ 
fied octohedra, and tables. It was analysed by Mr. Hatchett, in 
the year 1796. It is found in Carinthia, the Tyrol, and Mexico. 

Chromate of lead, or red lead of Siberia, crystallizes in four- 
tided prisms, &c. It is of a line reddish yellow colour, and has 
lately been artificially prepared by Dr. Bollman, and advanta¬ 
geously employed in the arts. 

These ores of lead arc chiefly to be recognized as chemical 
and mlucralogical varieties; they are highly interesting and 
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' as s|*« ctii.' o, of little value as sources of this use- 

' I iK w hicii la almost exclusively drawn from the suJphu- 

•-"l .f 

ill,:- o., is (lixtinguished by its metallic lustre, and its fo¬ 
liated fracture. It .is soft, heavy, and brittle; its specific 
gravity ; .3. It is very commonly crystallized in cubes, oc- 
tohedra, and prisms. Before the blow-pijie it exhales sulphur, 
and gives a globule, which by the joint action of heat and air 
disappears, provided tlie lead be pure. It contains 67 of lead 
and 13 of sulphur. 

This ore of lead occurs In primary as well as in secondary 
rocks; in this country our richest mines are in slate and 
limestone. And such is the recent deposition of lead in some 
cases, that it is actually found within the cavities of shells. 
Great Britain presents us with the richest lead mines of the 
known world; they furnish more than half of the lead an¬ 
nually raised in Europe which amounts to about 500,000 
quintals. 

The mines of Northumberland, Durham. Derbyshire, and 
Somersetshire are chiefly in limestone. In Devonshire it is 
found in slate ; as at Beemlston upon the Tamar. Fluor spar 
is a very common accompaniment, of which some interesting 
mincrahigical varieties occur at Beeralston. Lanark, Dum¬ 
fries, and Aberdeen are the principal Scotch shires rich in 
lead. The mines of France, Westphalia, Austria, Spain, and 
Prussia are the next in importance. Those of Saxony, Ba¬ 
varia, and Hiissia arc of little consequence. It is probable 
that China is rich in lead. 

The reduction of thesulphuret of lead to a metallic state is 
a sufficiently simple process. The ore is broken up and freed as 
much as possible from extraneous matters, or dressed; it is 
then ground or broken finer, and thrown in quantities of 
about a ton at a time into a reverberating furnace. The 
flame of pit coal is made to play upon it, it soon gets red hot 
and melts; the fire is then slackened till the mass gets dull 
red, and the sulphur then evaporates ; quick lime is thrown in, 
and a separation is soon observed into lead and slag; the metal 
is then drawn out. 
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Gidetta often contains silver; and although there is no 
method of ascertaining this but by analysis, we observe it 
generally impairs the lustre of the ore. When the quantity 
of ailver is extremely minute it is not worth separating, and 
hence, the lead of commerce often contains it; but when it 
amounts to about 12 or 14 ounces per ton, then the processes 
become more complicated and curious to obtain it. The richest 
argentiferous lead of this country, which 1 remember to have 
heard of, is that of Brunghill moor in Yorkshire, yielding=:230 
ounces per ton. In the reign of Charles 1. the mines of 
Cardigan gave 80 ounces per ton. The leads of Durham and 
Westmorland about 17 ounces. 

Mr. Brande proceeded to describe the process of reduction 
hy cupellation, and the mode of separating the silver ;— 

The process of cupellation is often performed with a very 
different intent, as in the analysis of ingots of gold and silver, 
containing certain quantities of copper or other base alloy* 
This analysis is commonly called assaying, and rests upon the 
property which lead has uf not merely being converted into a 
flisible glassy oxide itself, when exposed to heat, but when in 
that state of dissolving, and oxidizing the copper, or other base 
metals. 

Pure lead has a bluish white colour, and much inherent 
lustre, but soon tarnishes. Its specific gravity is 11.3. It is 
malleable, but little tenacious, and melts below a red heat. 
It combines with oxygen in three proportions, forming massi¬ 
cot or yellow oxide, minium or red oxide, and the peroxide is 
of a brown colour. 

In these combinations 97 parts of the metal are respectively 
united to 7>& 11^25 and 15 of oxygen. All the salts of lead 

contain the first oxide. 

Copper and lead are metals much used for domestic and 
culinary purposes, and as it not unfrequently happens that 
articles of food, as well as water, arc tainted by their combina¬ 
tions, and thus rendered pernicious to health, it will be right, 
in this place, to say a few words of the means by which they 
may be detected. 

Copper vessels are easily acted upon by weak acids, or even 
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by the joint action of air and water; hence, any vegetable 
matter either sour, or having a tendency to become so, may 
become very deleteriously tainted. This not unfrequently 
occurs with pickles and sweetmeats, and will almost always 
happen when any kind of food is left for some time in a cop¬ 
per saucepan not perfectly tinned. In these cases the pre¬ 
sence of copper may be detected by ammonia, and by a plate 
of iron. 

Tjead is by no means an unfrequent ingredient in water, 
which, according to the custom of this country, is preserved in 
leaden cisterns, and conducted through pipes of the same 
metal; although it does not at all follow that on this account 
the water should be necessarily tainted. Where the water 
contains carbonic acid in any quantity, it will be apt to have 
carbonate of lead mechanically suspended in it. It is very 
rarely the case that lead is in a state of solution in the water; 
so that in examining a suspected water, the sediment as well 
as the clear water must be attended to. The best tests for 
lead, are sulphuretted hydrogen, which gives a brownish black 
precipitate in solutions containing lead; hydriodate of potash 
forms a yellow precipitate; sulphate of soda a white one, 
which heated before the blowpipe on charcoal affords a globule 
of tbe metal. 

Much has been said concerning the addition of sugar of 
lead to wines, and an idea has often gone abroad that white 
wines are frequently adulterated with this pernicious com¬ 
pound; that it is used to counteract tartness. I have exa¬ 
mined more than 100 samples of white wine of different kinds 
and from different sources, with a view of ascertaining the truth 
of this opinion : in two instances only 1 discovered lead: in 
one case it was in very large quantity, but there was good 
evidence of the wine having been put into a bottle which had 
previously contained goulard water; in the other case, lead 
was observed only by very nice tests and in very small quan¬ 
tity, and it ai'ose from some shot having been left in the 
bottle, a very minute portion of which had been dissolved by 
the acid of the wine. So that the apprehension which some 
have entertained concerning the firequent and intentional 
adulteration of white wines with sugar of lead seems to be 
perfectly groundless. 
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VIIT, On some Combinations of Ammonia with Chlorides^ 
M. Faraday, Chemical Assistant in the llotjal In- 
stituiion* 

It has been already shewn, particularly by Sir H. Davy, tli it 
several of the binary compounds of chlorine, as thosc of p!\os'> 
phorus, tin, &c. exert a strong adinity for ammonia, con ;chs- 
ingit when in the gaseous state, and neutralizing Us alkaline 
pro])erties. The combinations whicli will here be offered 
to notice, are ofadiiferent kind, and if they deserve any at*> 
tention, it will be in consequence of the w'eakness of the power . 
which is exerted in their formation, and the slight change 
of properties induced on the substances by union. 

It has been frequently observed by chemists, that if wi^U 
fused muriate of lime be placed in ammoniacal gas, there is 
a rapid absorption of the gas, and the chloride becomes co¬ 
vered with a white powder. If ammonia be repeatedly added 
until the absorption ceases, the mass of chloride swells, cracks, 
splits in all directions, and at last forms a white pulverulent 
substance • 

Kx^iosed to the atmosphere, it deliquesces, but not so rapidly 
as muriate of lime. Thrown into water it dissolves, forming 
a strong alkaline solution. Heated, it gives off ammonia, and 
the chloride remains unchanged. Placed in chlorine it in¬ 
flames spontaneously, and burns with a pale yellow flame. 

The fused chlorides of barium and strontium suffer a very 
slight change in ammoniacal gas in many days; after more 
than a fortnight the chloride of strontium, weighing about 30 
grains, had absorbed only a cubical inch of gas, and a slight 
ciUorescent appearance was seen on the broken edge, 

A piece of fused chloride of silver, weighing about 30 
grains, placed in ammoniacal gas, gradually absorbed more 
than 40 cubical iilches. The action took place over the whole 
surface of the mass, but most speedily at the fractured edges. 
The chloride swelled considerably, and crumbled into powder. 
The substance formed was at first white, but it blackened by 



Mr. Faraday on some Combinations of Ammonia, 75 

exposure to light, though without liberating any gas. Thrown 
into water the ammonia was separated, forming a solution, 
and the chloride remained unchanged. Heated, the whole of 
the ammonia was given off. Placed in clorine it inflamed ^ 
spontaneously, and the ammonia was decomposed. 

Chloride of silver that had been well dried, but not fused, 
gave the same compounds with ammonia, but in a much 
shorter time. 

A strong solution of chloride of silver in ammonia was left 
for some weeks in a bottle stopped only by a ])iece of paper. 
At the end of that time several perfectly colourless and trans¬ 
parent crystals had formed in it; some of them being as much 
as a quarter of an inch in width. Their general form was 
that of a fiat rhomboid, but sometimes two acute angles of 
the rhomboid were wanting, and then the crystals looked like 
hexaedral prisms with oblique bases. 

Kxposed to the air, these crystals became opaque, gradually 
loosing the whole of the ammonia, and were then so friable 
as to fall into powder by a slight touch ; the substance remain¬ 
ing was a dry chloride of silver. Placed in water, the same 
change occurred, but more readily, the water separated the 
ammonia, and they instantly become opaque. Heated, they 
gave off much ammoniacal gas, and the chloride remained 
unaltered. Exposed to light, they gradually blackened, though 
covered by the solution from which they were deposited. 

If the ammoniacal solution be weak, other crystals are 
formed which are pure chloride of silver. 

Dry corrosive sublimate placed in ammoniacal gas had 
suffered no change in fourteen days, nor had any action been 
exerted on the ammonia; there was a diminution of a quarter 
of a cubical inch of gas, probably owing to a little water being 
present. The corrosive sublimate heated gave out no am¬ 
monia, and the whole of the gas remaining was absorbed by 
water. 

The precipitate obtained by adding ammonia to a solution 
of corrosive sublimate, appears to be a compound of the two 
bo<lies, but the alkali is neutralized in this case, and it is 
therefore more analagous to the combination of ammonia 
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with the chloride of tin. When the precipitate is distilled, 
it gives off ammoniacal gas and also some azote, and the 
corrosive sublimate is converted into calomel in consequence 
of the action of the ammonia at high temperatures. Heated 
with potash, the ammonia is driven off, the chlorine is re^ 
moved from the mercury, and red oxide results. 

Some crystals of calomel were introduced into ammoniacal 
gas: they immctiiately blackened on the surface, and gas was 
absorbed. The action appeared to be exactly similar to that 
exerted when calomel is thrown into solution of ammonia. A 
black substance is produced, which though repeatedly washed 
in distilled water, gives off ammonia by heat, and calomel 
with a little mercury sublimes. . 

A piece of fused chloride of lead exerted but little action 
in a fortnight; a small quantity of gas was absorbed, and a 
very superficial combination had been formed. 

Chloride of bismuth absorbed a small quantity of ammo¬ 
niacal gas, which was again given out by heat; there was no 
remarkable change tn appearance.. 

A small piece of chloride of nickel being placed in ammo- 
niacal gas^ absorbed it, and in 24 hours was converted into a 
bulky powder of a pale rose tint. The ammonia was separa¬ 
ted by exposure to nir, to water, or to heat. ^ 

Chloride of copper fused was powerfully acted upon by 
ammonia. It immediately burst open upon being |ilaced in 
the gas, and absorbing great quantities fell into a blue powder. 
The compound placed in water was decomposed, and an ammo¬ 
niacal solution of copper produced. Heated, it fused, boiled, 
the ammonia flew ofl, and the chloride remained. 

The proto-chlOride of iron introduced immediately after 
fusion into ammoniacal gas, exerted an instantaneous action; 
great quantities of gas were absorbed, and a very light adhe¬ 
sive white powder was formed. Exposed to the air, it imme¬ 
diately changed colour, became yellow, brown, then green, 
and ultimately black: this effect resulted from the presence of 
water in the atmosphere, and the separation of oxide by the 
ammonia; and the substance offers a test, if one should be 
wanteii^ for the presence of aqueous vapour. A portion of it 
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thrown up into a small receiver of common air over mercurjr, 
immediately changed colour, and became brown. When the 
powder was heated out of the contact of air it gave off am- 
monia, and the chloride remained. 

I have not examined the action of ammonia upon the other 
chlorides; with some of them it would probably form neutral 
compounds, with other combinations similar to those des¬ 
cribed. Nearly all those mentioned are formed by the exer¬ 
tion of an affinity so weak that it is overcome by the attrac¬ 
tion of water for the ammonia, and yet in one instance it is 
capable of giving a definite crystalline form. 

The facility with which many of them afford dryammonia- 
cal gas at low temperatures in considerable quantities, may 
perhaps in some cases make them convenient sources of that 
substance; 19 grains of the compound with chloride of lime 
wliich had been made many days, gave 19.4 cubical inches of 
gas. They also offer a convenient means of ascertaining the 
specific gravity of ammonia, by the quantity of gas given off, 
and the loss of weight in the substance. 


Art. IX. Observations on the Rays which compose the 

Solar Spectrum, 

HL HE third volume of the Memoirs d'Arcueil contains a paper 
by M. Berard on the piopeities of the different kinds of rays 
existing in solar light; the object of the Memoir is to point out 
by delicate experiments the relative situation and intensity of 
the heating rays, the rays of light and the chemical rays, and 
to shew the analogy which exists between them in their gene¬ 
ral physical properties. 

The results contained in that part of the paper which relate 
to the arrangement of the three sets of rays in the pria- 
matlc spectrum, are well known here, and require no farther 
notice than to say that they agree nearly with (he experiments 
of Herschel and others in this country; but the experiments' 
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on the polarization of the rays of heat» and the chemical rays 
are not so well known, though they deserve every attention 
for their association with the brilliant discoveries made re¬ 
garding the nature of light. 

Having substituted a prism of calcareous spar for the one 
of glass used in previous estperinients, M. Berard found that 
in each image formed by the prism, the red extremity was 
hotter than the violet, and this induced him to sus])cct that 
the rays of heat underwent a double refraction in the manner 
of the rays of light. This Idea was strengthened and ultimately 
confirmed by further experiments, which we shall translate 
from his own description. 

1 reccivedali the solar rays reflected by the mirror of the 
hcliostata, on a glass plate, at an angle such that the reflected 
luys were polarized, and these were ag^in received in their 
turn on a second glass properly inclined. I reunited the rays 
reflected from this second glass by a metallic mirror, in the 
focus of which I had placed an air thermometer. I found that 
when the second glass reflected the polarised rays, the thermo¬ 
meter rose, and when tlie glass did not reflect the polarized 
niys, the thermometer rested stationary.** 

This experiment proves in an evident manner that the heat* 
which accompanies the solar light is polarized at the same 
time with the light, and nearly under the same angle. 

To ascertain whether the rays of heat proceeding from 
heated bodies were also polarized in the same manner, M. 
Berard proceeded as follows : 1 placed in the focus of a me¬ 

tallic mirror 3 dec^eters (about 11.8 inches) in diameter, a 
lighted taper, I inclined the mirror so that the parallel rays 
reflected from it made an angle of 19^ lO' with the horizon. 
I will suppose, to give clearness to the explanation, that these 
rays proceeded in the plane of the meridian, from south to 
north. X received them on a glass, 30 centimeters, (11.8 inches) 
long and 22 (8.7 inches) wide: this glass w'as disposed so that it 
reflected the light of the taper downwards in a perpendicular 
direcUon; and beneath it a second similar one was placed 
parallel to it, which reflected the rays again from the south 
towards the north, I received these last rays on another 
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tnetallic mirror, in the focus of ^K'hlch was an air thermometer, 
having a blackened bulb and along tube. This mirror and the 
second (rlass were fixed together, bO that they could be turned 
round horizontally witbi^ut changing their relative position, 
or the inclination of the glass." The apparatus being thus 
disposed, it was easy, by turning the lower glass and mirror 
round, to ascertain that the light was constantly concentrated 
on the bulb of the thermometer, sufficient being reflected even 
at the position where the greatest quantity was absorbed by 
the second mirror, to render the focus evident: the taper was 
then removed and the whole suffer to cool. 

“ In the course of some minutes (M.Berard says) I placed a 
heated ball of copper about the size of an egg exactly in the 
previous position of the taper, and at the moment, the air thcr« 
mometer rose about 50 centimeters (19.7 inches); then turning 
the second glass towards the west, the thermometer sunk 
more and more as it approached that point. 1 left it some time 
in that position, and the thermometer returned to within 2 
centimeters of its first point. 1 continued to turn the second 
glass, and as it approached the south the fluid again rose, where 
having left it about a minute, it had mounted to 45 centime¬ 
ters ; (17.7 inches) continuing the motion of the glass, the ther¬ 
mometer cooled gradually until had reached the east, where 
remaining two minutes, it had gained its original temperature.*^ 

This experiment, which was repeated a great number of 
times, pi’ovcs, that radiant heat reflected by a glass, at an 
angle of about 35°, and falling on a second glass, making the 
same angle with its surface, is reflected by this second plane 
when it is turned in two |X)sition8 opposite to each other, and 
is nut reflected in two other positions equally opposed, each 
being intermediate and equally distant from the two first. 
Radiant heat therefore, like light, may be polarized. 

As to the angle at which radiant heat is most completely 
polarized, I have not found the means of determining it exactly: 
but the preceding experiment proves that it docs not differ 
much for the same reflecting substance from that at which 
light is polarised. 

M; Bcrard then substituted for the two glass reflectors, two 
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poUflhed metallic suriaces, and found that in every position of 
the second surfoco, the thermometer rose nearly to tho same 
degree. The angles of incidence were varied without any 
superior effect being observed towards the east than in the 
south; from whence it is concluded, that to heat, as with 
light, metallic surfaces cannot communicate the same singular 
properties as are given by surfaces of glass. 

The rest of the section on the rays of heat, refers to experi¬ 
ments well known here on their absorption by opaque bodies, 
and their reflection and transmission by transparent sub¬ 
stances. 

The second section of the paper is employed on the chemi¬ 
cal rays found in the solar light. Having noticed the proper¬ 
ties of these rays in effecting certain chemical changes, and 
marked out the degree of effects produced by them in the dif¬ 
ferent parts uf the spectrum, the author says, 1 received the 
chemical rays directed in the plane of the meridian on a glass 
surface, at an angle of incidence of 35” The rays reflected 
by this tirst glass were received on a second at the same inch, 
deuce. 1 found that when this was turned towards the south, 
the muriate of silver exposed to the reflected invisible rays 
was blackened in less than half an hour, whilst if turned 
towards the west, it was not at all discoloured in ten hours. 

The chemical rays, therefore, may be polarized like the rays 
of light, by surfaces of glass under a certain angle, and this 
angle appears to be nearly the same for both kinds of rays. It 
is therefore to be presumed also, that the chemical rays will 
suffer double refraction in passing through certain diaphanous 
bodies. 

The paper terminates by a series of conclusions drawn from 
the experiments described in the body of it. With the excep¬ 
tion of those on polarization, they are so well known from the 
experiments of Herschel, Sir H. Englefield, Dr. Wollaston, and 
others, that they require no particular notice. Those relating 
to polai'ization are, that the calorific or heating rays may be 
polarised by glass surfaces, and that they are affected by me. 
talUc surfaces limilarly to the rays of light. 
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Radiant heat emitted by hot bodies, is polarized by glass 
surfaces, when reflected at an angle equal to that at which light 
is polarized. Metallic surfaces have a similar action on both 
kinds of rays. 

The chemical rays may be polarized by glass surfaces, and 
possess all the general physical properties of the luminous 
rays. 


Art, X. On the. Colours of Waters. By G. W. Jordan^ 

Esq.^ F.R. S. 

'X'he colours of waters in the scenes amid which they are 
diffused, and of tlie atmosphere, and bodies existing in the at¬ 
mosphere from which they are derived, have heretofore only 
incidentally been referred to; never, that 1 know of, generally 
stated or accounted for. Poetry has her blue and green seas, 
and Geography her black, white, red, and yellow seas. 

The internal colour of the sea on the British coasts is green, 
from vegetable colouring matter brought down into it by the 
waters of the land. Beyond the limits of this green colour, 
at distances remote from land, the waters of the ocean have 
generally been considered as blue, from the almost constant 
exhibition of this colour at its surface. But neither the waters 
of the coast, nor of the ocean, are essentially or exclusively 
green or blue. 

Water and sea water arc in themselves perfectly transpa¬ 
rent and colourless. The colours which they exhibit in their 
states of accumulation, as rivers, lakes, and seas, depend upon, 
and ai’c produced by other bodies, from without and from 
within the waters, and are as various as those bodies and their 
reflections. They are not of the water; those from without 
are rather of the air, being reflected by the air incumbent on 
the surface of the water, and the water itself being altogether 
incapable of reflecting from and by its surface of external in¬ 
cidence ; those from within by bodies within the waters. 

VoL. V. G 
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Transparent bodies are of a transparency more or less per¬ 
fect) of a trasparency colourless or coloured. All transparent 
bodies are incapable of reflecting by, or from their first sur¬ 
faces, and therefore the coloured transparency of any body 
appears only by light which has entered into, and passed out of 
the body. The colours thus exhibited, are either essential or ac¬ 
cidental, and are to be distinguished from those of prismatic 
refraction. Flint glass is colourless, crown glass essentially light 
green, yet both as prisms, exhibit all the varieties of colour in 
refracted light. In the opal, solution of lignum nephritium, and 
other semi'trasparent bodies, the colours are obviouMy produced 
by the inflections of particles diffused through the bodies, ren¬ 
dering them at various thicknesses variously coloured, and 
partially and finally opaque. The atmosphere is essentially 
colourless, and appears of various colours, from the inflections 
and reflections of bodies uncombinedly diffused throughout H. 
Sea water, therefore, which is in itself perfectly transparent, 
and at times by mixture imperfectly trasparent, exhibits no 
colours of its own. The colours reflected/rom its surface, not 
bff its surface, are reflected by the incumbent air itself, per¬ 
fectly or imperfectly transparent; and are the colours of all 
the bodies so reflected, of the sun's light or of bodies illumin¬ 
ated by that light, or of the sun's light changed in and by its 
passage through the air. The colours transmitted from with¬ 
in its substance, are of bodi^ of the mineral or vegetable 
kingdom carried into it by waters from the land. The flame 
of a candle, or any other object seen by reflection at the sur. 
&ce of red wine, experiences no change of colour, receives no 
tint from the liquor, the light seen has never entered it, and 
is not reflected by it, but by the air incumbent on it. What¬ 
ever light has entered and passed through or out of it, receives 
and carries with it the red tints of the wine. If this red may 
be considered essential to the wine, yet none of it is reflected 
at its surface of external incidence, and the case is the same 

with all transparent coloured bodies in air. 

When light arrives at the confines of two transparent bodies, 
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as air and water, or water and air, it ia divided into two por¬ 
tions varying in inte nsities or quantities with its different incu 
dences respectively. When light in air arrives at the confines 
of air and water, the quantities of light rcllected by the air, 
reflected fromt but not by the water, vary according to the 
following proportioris:—at 90, 80, 70, GO, 50, degrees from 
the reflecting surface, the quantities vary from a little below 
to a little above - 5*0 of the whole, at 40 to at 30 ^ 

to 4>i at 15 to at 10 to -J-, at 5 to at 2 to -f, at 1 to at 
\ to -J, and finally to the whole light. The reflection from 
quicksilver is about j of the whole light. Accordingly, at 
these low incidences, the appearances produced by the air at 
the sQi'face of the water become visibly specular, resembling 
those of quicksilver and metallic mirrors, as are also the total 
reflections of light from within at the further surfaces of glass 
and of other transparent bodies. 

1 am indebted for the foregoing estimates to the laboiU'S of 
those celebrated opticians, Bouguer and Boscovich; who, how¬ 
ever, forgetting the presence of the air in their experiments, 
ascribe those reflections to the water alone, which are by the 
air: and to the quicksilver alone, those which are partly by 
the quicksilver and partly by the air. 

Upon these varying quantities of light, and upon the changes 
of form in the waters, and by the waters given to the surfaces 
of air incumbent on them, depend all the colours exhibited at 
these surfaces by reflection. These colours belong not to tbc 
water, arc not of its essence, are extrinsic and adventitious* 
Other colours there are of waters adventitious also, though 
observed within them, and although internal not essential. 

When light in water arrives at the confines of water and 
air, if it be incident at an angle of inclination to the surface 
less than 41-30, it is totally reflected back within the water, 
and none passes out. If this angle be increased continually, 
small portions of light begin to escape into the air of Inten¬ 
sities at first so evanescenti as not to be perceived* until the 
incidences within the water are considerably increased. Of 
these, the quantities so transmitted, compared with those of 
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l^bt r«flected within the air, those increasing't and thesd di¬ 
minishing, as the respective incidences are increased, come to 
something like an equality with them at between 60 or 70 
degrees of internal incidence in water, and 50 or 60 of exter¬ 
nal transmission into air, and thus render it extremely difficult 
to see or to distinguish light passing out of water into air, at less 
angles of internal incidence within the water than between 70 
and 90 from the surface, or within 20 from the perpendicular^ 
at distances from the spectator extending to about triple the 
altitude of the eye above the surface of the water. 

When the water is at rest, its surface is apparently specular 
when viewed at small angles of elevation above it, but this 
appearance Is changed and removed when the vision is at 
larger angles, and any internal colours which may be in the 
water mingle themselves in increasing, and considerable quan* 
titles with the reflected light. But as when the angles of ob«. 
servation with the surface are small, these internal colours 
become dilute and evanescent, and finally non..apparent,* the 
specular appearance becomes complete, and exhibits together 
with the images of surrounding objects, that blackness or ab¬ 
sence of colour from the surface in other directions by which 
a judgment is formed of the good or bad qualities of the 
largest artificial specula or looking glasses. Indeed the light 
thus reflected, compared with that reflected from quicksilver, 
is, as before stated, equal and superior thereto. 

These observations and estimates apply to the surfaces of 
water and air perfectly plane and at rest. When by surfaces 
thus constituted objects above and around are represented, an 
inverted picture of all these things is exhibited within the 
water, and the colours of objects are removed to their respec. 
tive distances within, and are not properly or immediately re- 
feiTed to the surfiice or to the water itself. By agitations alone 
are the colours of reflected light brought to tlie confines of the 
surfMies of water and air, and are made to appear as colours of 
the water which indeed they never enter, and by which they 
are not in feet reflected, and from which reflected light never 
derivee any colours whatever. 
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If the w&ter be at rest and coloured within by any mternal 
multures, this inverted picture is seen at considerable hori¬ 
zontal distances, and small angles from the surface, and is 
more or lem bright or vivid aa these respectively increase or 
diminish, its colours being then unuiixed with any internal 
from the water; but as these distances decrease and angles in¬ 
crease, the light reflected in air diminishing, and the light 
transmitted from within the water increasing, this last begins 
to be perceived, to mix with, and to change, and finally to ob¬ 
scure the other with which it is mixed. When the surfoce of 
water is calm, and that of the adjacent air consequently undis* 
turbed. every object seen by reflection as the sun or the moon 
is referred to its proper place within and below the water, and 
is single. But when undulations exist, each undulation con¬ 
stituting a separate reflector, the object is bmught up to the 
surface, at distances equal to half the radices of the circle of 
curvature of each undulation, many images thereof are pro¬ 
duced, and the object being sufficiently broad, the undulations 
of adequate size, and frequency and proximity, the different 
images become united ; and in the case of sun or moon, forn^ 
one long uninterrupted line of brilliant light, such as is very 
frequently observed at the surfaces of agitated waters, and of 
whicli painters have not failed lo avail themselves and to intro¬ 
duce for splendid effect. 

Upon this power of bringing objects and their colours to 
the surface, and upon the power which undulations further 
possess by change of inclination of surface, to exhibit only 
the most powerful of previiiling reflections, upon these princi¬ 
ples of transmisbion and reflection, and their modifications by 
undulation of water and elevation of view, depend all the 
colours and variations of colours of waters. 

When the sun shines in a cloudless sky at altitudes more or 
less coilsiderable above the horizon, the atmosphere exhibits 
the following appearances : 

All around the body of the sun and to considerable distances 
from it, a circular appearance of white light may be seen, 
diminishing in intensity as the distances from the eun's body 
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increase, in consequence of the more or less oblique reflections 
thereof made at the surfaces of particles floating in the at¬ 
mosphere. As the white becomes diminished in intensity, it 
becomes more or less mixed at greater or less <:istances from 
the sun, with a blue colour produced by inflection of the sun’s 
light in parsing by some of the particles, which letting pass 
the rest of the light in direct i}assage separate the blues and 
giving them to be reflected in all directions by other particles 
of the atmosphere, exhibit that cierulcan blue which the sky is 
known to possess. In ascending towards the zenith from the 
sun, this blue becomes more and more intense through the 
zenith, down to considerable distances on the other side of 
the zenith, where it begins again to be mixed more and 
more with white directly reflected from particles nearer the 
horizon, and hicreasing downwards in intensity, as coming 
from the more numerous particles existing in lung trains 
at inclinations more and more close to the horizon, until the 
blues are lost therein; and all around the horizon, and to 
short distances above it, a breadth of white vapour seems 
established. 

This belt of vapour rising from 8 or 10 to 15 or more degrees 
above the horizon all around, as the atmosphere is less or more 
hazy, in parts immediately below the sun is increased and mixes 
itself with the white light formed around him, wlfich increas¬ 
ing from 7 or 8 to 15 degrees or more around the sun, and 
extended also in parts below him,, form something like a pillar 
of vapour, which if the sun be not more than 50 or 40 degrees 
above the horizon leaves none or a very dilute blue to ap* 
pear between his body and the horizon. In ascending from 
the horizon, however, in a direction opposite to the sun, this 
whiteness is changed to a blue, increasing upwards in bright¬ 
ness and intensity of colour, far more vivid and deep than else¬ 
where, and decaying on both sides towards the sun at altitudes 
parallel to the horizon. AU these appearances are more or 
less intense as the atmosphere is more or less hazy, and 
abounds more or less in reflecting and inflecting particles. 
As these dimioi^ in number, the blue becomes more intense. 
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putting on an appearance of dark blue, until in circumstances 
when the spectator is raised so high in air, as on the tops of 
highest mountains, where no vapours rise around and above 
him, the blue disappears, and one black void appears above. 
This appearance exhibited to persons climbing up the highest 
top of Mont Blanc filled them with apprehensions of falling 
into the dark void, and produced their hasty descent. 

These are colours of the sky iudependant of the clouds, and 
are exhibited either without clouds, or through openings 
between the clouds, when there are any. When the sun descends 
nearer the horizon, and as he approaches closely thereto, the 
blues thus separated from his light, and dispersed, leave that 
which remains and is direct, yellow; and as he still descends 
lower, and his light passes through longer and longer tracts 
of particles in air, a further separation and dispersion of other 
portions of his light takes place, and leaves the remainder red. 
In these yellow and red lights of the descending sun the 
shadows of things exhibit successively greens and blues com* 
plemeutary to the yellow and red, and under these circumstan¬ 
ces the quantity of light from the descending luminary, is so 
much diminished that the sun may be looked at steadily with 
the naked eye, and exhibits the appearance of a red globe or 
circle, of which, as he descends, the vertical diameter becomes 
diminished, the horizontal enlarged, the lower limb resembling 
an ellipse considerably more eccentric than the upper, changes 
of colour and of form, owing to the greater elevations of the 
light coming from the lower parts of the limb, than those 
coming from the upper pdris in the same vertical, and to the 
lateral action of the particles of the atmosphere upon light, 
coming from other portions of the limb, by which a dilatation, 
extension, and distortion of parts, and apparent increase 
of magnitude is produced, hitherto incorrectly ascribed to 
ocular deception. 

A green colour is seldom seen, only in small patches, and in 
an atmosphere filled with separate clouds, I elng ]>roduced by 
the sun's light rendered yellow by shining through some 
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portion of a cloud, mixing with the cerulean blue produced 
by other portions of his light. 

Othor colours exhibited In the atmosphere are those of the 
clouds floating within it, and consist of colours more or less 
white, or mui'e or less black, and of all intermediate colours 
between white, gray, yellowish or gravel coloured white, dirty 
white, slate colour, and black, according to the circumstances 
in which the sun shines upon them. When the sun’s light by 
descending close to the horizon is changed to yellow and red, 
and the sun sliines on the lower surfaces of the clouds, in 
which case tlie reflections are very strong, the clouds assume 
those yellow and red colours mixed with intermediate portions 
of black in parts on which the sun does not shine, which 
produce beautiful and splendid evening and morning exhibi¬ 
tions of the rising and setting sun. 

These arc the general colours presented by the atmosphere 
and clouds to the waters of the earth, and from these, and 
other colours of other bodies occasionally exhibiting them, 
are derived all the colours of waters. 

Although geneial observation has noticed only the prevail¬ 
ing tints of blue derived from the atmosphere to the ocean, 
yet at its surface may be seen, and its waters will occasionally 
appear to possess, all the various colours which we have shown 
to beloiig to the air, and the bodies existing in, or appearing 
through the air. 

At a distance from land wliei'e the water is entirely un* 
mixed with terrene and vegetable particles from the laud 
diffused throughout its substance, and in a light cloudless day, 
to an eye at no considerable height above the surface, the 
colours are, a bright blue increasing in intensity at first at 
increasing distances from the spectator, then decreasing in 
tint until at remote distances near the horizon by obliquer 
reflections from the lower, and white parts of the sky near 
the horizon, it \s changed to a w'hite, and except in parts 
wherci by reflection from the neighbourhood of the sun, the 
blue is diluted by the admixture of solar light, and changed 
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to the colours exhibited by those portions of the air adjacent 
to that luminary. 

If clouds be scattered through the sky distinct ami distant 
from each oth'jr, the blue of the waters will be changed to 
the coloui's of the clouds in places from which their masses 
are reflected, and if the canopy of clouds be general and blai^k, 
the ocean also beneath blackens in all its parts, and assumes a 
dark slaty colour If the air is foil of, and covered with 
brilliant white clouds, so as almost entirely to exclude the 
aerial bhie, and if the eye be near the surface of the water, 
that the reflections may he strong, the ocean becomes specular 
and inetaliic*, and its surface puts on the appearance or quick¬ 
silver. I have occasionally at sea, by the setting sun, seen the 
swelling w.Lves in the direction of the west, put on the appear¬ 
ance of a SC I of molten gold, by the yellow light of the sun, 
and subsequently of a sea of blood or rather red molten metal 
by the change of the sun’s light to red. 

Thest arc tho colours proper to the ocean, they are all co¬ 
lours by reflection, the firmer seen mure generally, the latter 
less fii-qiicntly. The ocean pr<>pcrly possesses no internal 
colours, exhibits none by transmission, although occasionally, 
and at considerable distances from land, the gre^ens of the 
land and of tiie sea coast penetrate into and mix with her 
remote waters. 

The blue colours of the ocean at distances from land, and 
the green in the approach to, and neighbourhood of land, are 
so obvious as to be universally remarked. That the blues of 
the ocean depend upon, and are derived from the blues of the 
sky, or rather of the atmosphere, has been as generally ob¬ 
served, and to these therefore, those have properly been re¬ 
ferred 'logether, however, with all the colours of the ocean, 
the seas of the coasts exhibit not only these greens, but occa¬ 
sionally also iimildy and gravelly colours from inland torrents, 
and chalk whitt* from tlie clitls of the coast. Of tiiese last 
the origin is bO obvious as to admit of no question or doubt* 
The origin of the greens has not hitherto been so happily 
referred to its true causes. In the approach to land, and in 
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the neighbourhood of continents, the waters of the land enter 
the sea^ more or less charged with particles, imparting their 
colours to the fluid ; of these the largest are mure hiimediateljr 
deposited! the smallest continue a lung time to float in the 
fluid, and to greater distances. When the grosbest earthy par¬ 
ticles have subsided which gave their own well known colours 
to the waters of the land, the finer vegetable particles remain 
suspended, and give to the waters their green colours, chang¬ 
ing the whole budy of cserutean blues, into dirty glaucous 
greens, as the vegetable are more or less mixed with remaining 
earthy particles. 

The approach to the land of England and the mouth of the 
English channel is known by this change of colour in the 
water some time before the land is seen, and this green is the 
colour of the sea on nil our coasts, unless obscured occasiunally 
for a shurt time by muddy or chalky mixtures; and to persons 
who have not sailed beyond its limits, has given the opinion, 
that such is every where the colour of the ocean, and that 
green is the essential colour of sea Avater. On the internal 
high lands of Barbados, from which there is a precipitate 
descent to its north-east coast, I had frequently observed after 
a night of rain, the rivulets descending from the heights, and 
pouring into the sea their muddy waters, which to a consider¬ 
able distance within the sea marked their progress, and e.xhi- 
bited the dark dirty colours of agitated inland waters; whilst to 
distances all around from this track, and where the grosser 
particles carried down had subsided, an exhibition of green 
waters, similar to those of the shores of Europe and great 
continents was produced. By degrees this green disappeared 
or melted off into the usual blue, and the distant ocean dis¬ 
played its usual colours. The muddy appearance of the land 
waters even in the bosom of the ocean, its change to green, 
and the extinction of the green in the expanse of blue waters 
around, led me to ascribe the exhibition of the green colours 
of seas, to a commixture of tints of the finest yellow particles 
derived from the land with the blue reflected tints of the 
atmosphere; but further and more general observation has 
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convinced me that the colours are in themselves green, and 
derived rather from the vegetable than the mineral kingdom 
of the land. Tliey are found in all rivers and lakes, and are 
visible whenever the water being by subsidence cleared of its 
grossest muddy, but not of its gi-een vegetable particles; the 
formation of waves in them, as in seas, allows the light from 
wittiin the fluid to emerge from depths or thicknesses and at 
obliquities sufficiently great to shew the greens, or where by 
elcvation, adequate extent of scene, and due obliquities of 
view are obtained. 

In sailing down in the latitude in order to arrive at Barbados 
from the eastward, at the distance of about eighty leagues 
from the island, a i)ortion of green water several leagues 
broad occurs, which can only be referred to some one of the 
South American continental rivers, perhaps the Oronoco. 
As from the white sands of the island of Barbados have long 
since been washed all particles capable of floatage, and except 
during land floods no watei^s flow from the island into the 
8ea> the ocean there is blue to its margin, and this green water 
is passed through and not seen near the island. To the ap¬ 
pearance of this green water is to be ascribed the supposed 
existence of land to windward of Barbados, of an island, the 
place of which in old maps has been laid down, and which has 
truly been called an imaginary island; but the green colours 
of seas are not derived from the shores or coasts, but from the 
waters of lands. 

On the banks of Newfoundland the green colours at very 
considerable distances from land are exhibited. To the seas 
whicn cover the banks this green colour, and frequent fogs 
belong, and by these they are distinguished, and the appi'oach 
to tliem ascertained. To the same cause both appearances 
are to be referred, the influx and commixture of coloured and 
of cold water from the continent of America, principally from 
the river of St. liawrcnce and the lakes which feed it. To 
this influx and commixture and to the deposit of vegetable 
coloured materials which produce the green colours of the 
water, the formation of the banks themselves belongs, and the 
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ftocnmuUtion of fishes thereon, deriving tfaeir sustenance from 
these same materials for which the particles of pure earths are 
hy no means fitted. The phenomena thus happily illustrate 
and confirm each other. May not this floatage and deposit 
of vegetable materials be applied also to account for the forma¬ 
tion of beds of coal undoubtedly composed of vegetable terres¬ 
trial matter, in a state clearly indicating such a previous con¬ 
dition of the materials from which they are derived, as can 
alone produce regular formations, such a pre-existing division 
of particles approaching to solution, as in their subsequent 
aggregation emulate crystalline arrangement, with rarely and 
only accidentally a few grosser fragments mixed and found 
therein ? From beds of coal thus formed and existing below the 
level of the sea, one more argument is gained in favour of that 
system of geology, which refei*s so many existences on the 
earth to submarine formations, subsequently uncovered.by the 
recess of the waters. Together with all the colours therefore 
exhibited in the distant ocean, seas near the coasts of large 
islands and continents exhibit also greens, dark, gravelly, 
and chalk white colours derived from the vegetable and mi¬ 
neral kingdoms of the land. 

The colours of rivers, lakes, canals, and all inland basins 
of water, differ nothing ft'om those of the ocean and seas ; 
the reflected, obviously from the before mentioned properties 
of transparent bodies, which impart no colours to the reflec¬ 
tions made at their first or'surfaces of incidence, and because 
truly, the reflections of seas, rivers, and lakes are of the air 
incumbent on them, of the same body in all cases, and there¬ 
fore are the sanie. I'hese colours however, as well as those 
internal to land waters, are not so obvious to general observa¬ 
tion as are those of the ocean and seas, in consequence of the 
generally greater expanse of these latter waters, their constant 
and larger undulations, and other circumstances of condition in 
land waters which it is pioper to state. 

^hen Iniiil waters have unce become charged by tuirents with 
various materials brought down into them, their colours are the 
colour* of those mixtures, and only the colours of the grosser and 
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more copious materials are visible. These are first deposited. 
They are principally of the mineral kingdom. By their superior 
gravity they first subside, leaving the lighter vegetable particles 
to display their greens, at first partially and mixedly, aft'Twards 
more purely and distinctly, and subsequently more dilutedly, 
until by deposition of the last vegetable colouring materials 
in lapse of time, by rest In the reservoirs of the land, or 
dilution in the waters of the ocean even these disappear. These 
colours of inland waters are first a dark muddy hue speedily 
deposited, and succeeded by a colour resembling that of gra¬ 
vel, at first of darker, afterwards of brighter hues, mixed with 
yellowish and reddish tints, followed by lighter whites, allowing 
the greens to appear, but giving them a glaucous gray appear¬ 
ance ; then succeed purer greeus, then greens more and more 
dilute up to final evanescence. These internal gravelly colours 
so much resemble the whites of brighter clouds, that it requires 
nice observation, in the Thames particularly, to distinguish these 
colours, when derived and exhibited by reflection of the clouds, 
from the internal transmitted colours of land floods, or of mate¬ 
rials again raised by the river itself from its own bed, by rushing 
during flood, over what had been deposited or left behind, dur¬ 
ing the quiet recess of ebb. 

These ititernal gravelly colours so frequently occur within 
land to obscure the greens, that to them, to the small elevations 
of view, and to the want ofadequate undulations, is to be ascribed 
the non-appearance of the relations of colour between livers, 
lakes, and seas. 

There is not a river, or a lake, or any basin of water how¬ 
ever small but what, in the circumstances under which it exists, 
exhibits more or less to an eye duly posited and duly observant 
all the colours of the ocean, and of seas. 1 have repeatedly seen 
little pools of water in the open air, when ruffled by the wind, 
exhibiting at proper angles of observation, a blue as caerulean 
and intense as that of the ocean, and all the other colours of 
the atmosphoie, and at proper depths all the varieties of in¬ 
ternal dirty greens. In the Thames, and in the Canal in St. 
.Tamet's Park, at diflerent times, from the bridge, and from differ- 
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ent stations around, may be seen all the colours, internal or 
ternal> of the ocean, and of (he seas of ihe coast. 

From Story's Gate, the hour of observation being generally 
betw^n one and five in the afternoon, the branch of the St. 
James's Canal east of the bridge is seen at small angles frc»m its 
surface. Its colours are occasionally of all the varieties of dark 
slate, lighter slate, dirty gravel, blight gravel, gravel resembling 
the walks of the Park, with which it may immediately be com¬ 
pared, whites more or less bright, blues more or less intense, 
and all the colours which the clouds and vapours of the atmos¬ 
phere high above or close to the horizon can exhibit. Occasion¬ 
ally along its extent, at the same time many of these various 
colours appear, being reflected from various parts of the hori¬ 
zon, and sometimes in still weather duiing the spring whilst the 
Canal appears white by low horizontal reflection, it will exhibit 
patches of slate colour derived from leafless iiees or its banks 
intercepting the colouis of the sky and substituting their own. In 
advancing to the biidge directly from the south, the western 
branch frequently and gcnemlly exhibits colours differing from 
those of the eastern, principally darker colours from the va¬ 
pours of the atmosphere in the neighbourhood of the sun, dur¬ 
ing those hours, or from clouds, whilst the eastern is generally 
resplendent with blue or with white. If from the bridge the 
water be viewed, near to the sloping bank directly under the 
biidgc, the least depths ahow scarcely any colours, but as the 
depths increase, where there arc at bottom wliitc objects to re¬ 
flect the lights the greenness becomes more and more visible, and 
of increasing intensity, as has been before observed of and con¬ 
cerning coloured and partially transparent bodies of various 
thicknesses. 

If the Canal be looked at from the centre of the bridge 
along its course or length, the same greens will be exhibited 
of a more intense colour immediately under the spectator, 
of intensities diminishing as the distances of view increase, 
until at about distances on the water equal to tHple the 
height of the eye above, if (he water be not strongly agitated, 
'the diminitbing transmissions of light mixing with the in- 
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creasing refle^oiiSt are by them obscured and finally and en« 
tirely cease^ and reflections alone prevail, of all their various 
colours of blue, or white, or slate. In passing from the Palace 
to the Bridge, in a calm day, the still water of the western branch 
being seen very obliquely, frequently presents a surface of fluid 
metallic appearance, sometimes resembling quicksilver, at other 
times of a more leaden huo. 

In passing from Story’s Gate to the westward, crossing the 
Bridge, and returning towards the Horse Guards, the eastern 
branch will on one side exhibit one class of colours, and on the 
other side another; and in the hume brunch, whilst proceeding 
parallel thereto, I have remarked successively changes of colour 
throughout its whole length of blues, slates, and gravels, as the 
sky or moving dark or white clouds gave their colours to the 
surface. With the wind strong and westwardly, and with 
considerable undulations propagated throughout its whole 
length, the Canal puts on the colouts of the seas of the coast 
when viewed sufficiently near from its eastern extremity, and ex¬ 
hibits glaucous greens and greens m le or less puie, as its waters 
are more or less mixed with impurities derived from the waters 
which flow into it, or excited by its own agitations. To 
observe the greens the Canal must be closely approached ; at a 
distance, and even when approached, its remoter parts exhibit 
the colours of the opposite sky or clouds. For the exhibition of 
these colours in the Canal the brighter spring months are most 
favourable. In June it becomes very generally filled with water 
plants, which considerably interrupt these appearances, and per¬ 
plex an ordinary observer. 

In the Thames all these colours of the Canal may be seen un¬ 
der due circumstances and proper angles of observation, subject, 
however, to more frequent interruption by intermixture of im¬ 
purities more immediately derived from the land, and more 
frequently and daily excited by its own flowing tides, which 
interfeie with and obscure the greens. 

With the green water of the Canal an experiment was made 
in the Labt»ratory of ihe Royal Institution, under the direction 
of Mr. Faraday, to determine whether the mixture of salt 
with fresh waters tended or aot, to change the colour, or hasten 
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the depoftit of vegetable matter. The first gross deposit having 
subsided, aud been removed, an adequate quantity of salt was 
infused^ to give the saltneas of sea water; but after many days of 
trial, no change appeared to be produced in the green colour of 
thp water of the Canal. To ascertain also generally the propor¬ 
tion of vegetable to other materials, I took the deposit of river 
waters, from a cistern which received them, and having dried it, 
I weighed a dram of the dry deposit, and having e.^posed it to 
the action of a red heat con)municated to it during five minutes, 
found that it had lost 14 grains in weight, which taken at 12 
allowing to accident the difiereiice of loss, gives \ of the whole 
for the quantity of vegetable, mixed with other alluvial matter 
remaining, after a more speedy deposit of grosser materials to 
colour the seas of coasts, until discharged by time, and extin¬ 
guished by extreme dilution in remote distances from land. 

Wonderfully inaccurate is the observation of persons in general 
respecting these colours. They cannot but perceive the green 
colours of the seas of the coasts, as differing from those of other 
waters ; but of the colours of other waters, what they really are, 
that they dificr at different times from themselves, and how they 
differ, nothing is noticed. Even of water lying in present pros¬ 
pect, the colours are rarely observed until the attention is ex¬ 
pressly called to and e.vcited by naming them, and then indeed 
assent and admiration follow, alike establishing the truth and 
the novelty of the sight. 1 have frequently observed upon the 
beauty of tbe waters of a river in the prospect, to persons look¬ 
ing upon a particular scene. Then gently averting the person, 
1 have enquired what is the colour of the water just seen ? The 
answers have been, why—the colour of water. Is it red ? No. 
Is it blue ? No. Look round. The colour is a most brilliant 
blue. 

Philosophers have not been more observant of these particu¬ 
lars. Painter'S alone have been practically led to observe their 
appropiiate colours, in order that they may represent waters 
among other objects, and of those who correctly have painted 
from nature, the representations are illustrative of these prin¬ 
ciples. These principles indeed they have not possessed; but the 
principle of imitation and the necebsity bf observing has in many 
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cases secured them from error. With these principlei, assisted 
hy those of imilatjon and selection, the most brilliant exhibitions 
may be cxp*'cled. 

A paintinj; by Rembrandt called the Windmill, belonging to 
W. Smith, Es(|. M. P., and exhibited in the Uritish Gallery in 
1815, gave occasion to a conversation which induced the pre¬ 
sent communication. 

A ri\cr winding round the base of a high blufl of land on 
which the mill stands, reflects the light of an atmosphere bril- 
liantlv while down to the horizon. The liver of course is 
white, with scaicely any other mixture of colour. 

I asked sportively of two gentlemen, philosophers of eminence, 
standing below it, and conversing in the room, what were the 
colours of seas, lakes, and great rivers; and limiting my question 
toseas, was answered by one—green, a mixture of yellow; by the 
other, the colours of Vandcrveldc*s Sea Pieces, naming and refer¬ 
ring to them in the other room. 1 stated, according to the fore¬ 
going principles, that I had seen seas and waters of all the prisma¬ 
tic colours; seas blue, green, yellow, red ; seas of quicksilver, of 
molten gold, of blood; waters that were black, that were white; 
and to that I refer you, pointing to the picture, and adding, as in 
the story of the cameleon, produced the Beast, and lo! ’twdS 
— Tchite/^ 

I was further led to examine the waters of the Exhibition, as 
represented by several masters. In Uubens’s Duke of Buckingham, 
belonging to the Earl of Jersey, the colour of the sea is a dirty 
green, very much resembling the green water seen immediately 
from below the bridge of the Canal, not so dilute as the seas of the 
coast. Of VandoYvelde the waters may be said to have no na¬ 
tural colours at ull, scarcely more than the lights and shades of 
engravings. Cuyp*s colours are such as a day of sunshine thickly 
overspread with masses of white and dark clouds gives to waters. 
This gravelly colour, which may be either external by reflection, 
or internal from turbid waters, Cuyp gives lo his waters of Dost, 
with no green ; and little blue. 

I have stated that the colours exhibited at the sur&u:es 
of water are reflected by the air incumbent on the water, 

VoL. V. li 
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and not by the water, which is incapable of reflecting 
light from or by its surface of external incidence.. The 
general ant] plnlosopliic misconceptions on this point require 
here to be ob&erved upon. The existence of any power 
in bodies to repel light, has been formally and complete¬ 
ly disproved by observations on the inflections of light. 
Light is attracted by the parts of all bodies. This is some¬ 
times admitted and sometimes denied by observers, even to 
the same bodies in various circumstances. If light pass out 
of glass into air, and particularly when the reflection is 
total, this is ascribed to the glass; if partially, the reflection is 
assigned to the glass, the refraction to the air, by attractions of 
both. Li^t the light pass out of air into glass, both the re¬ 
flection and refraction are ascribed to the glass, and in simi¬ 
lar circumstances to water. This reasoning ascribes to the 
glass in this latter case, powers opposite to and inconsistent 
with those of the former case, and deprives the air of all the 
power in the first instance assigned to it. The air not being 
seen, nor so obvious as the glass, seems in this case forgotten 
or disregarded, and such is the state of general opinion on this 
subject. 

At the confines of two adjacent transparent bodies, one of 
which at least must be fluid, spaces naturally exist different 
from the pores of either, in consequence of the attractions of 
the particles of both being different, as well as stronger for 
themselves than for each other; otherwise one would be dis¬ 
solved by the other, as chemists know. In these spaces the 
bodies by their respective attractions for light, divide whatever 
portion thereof arrives therein into two parts, one passing into 
and said to be refracted by the further; the other returning 
into, and said to be reflected by the nearer body. The nearer 
body can alone reflect, the further alone refract; and these 
are the cases of air and water in these observations. In these 
same spaces, and by the same attractions in other circum* 
stances, the emission of light is produced. That these forces 
exist, and that by them the phenomena of the emission, re* 
flection, and reflraction of light are produced, may be proved 
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byargumenta of the same nature and force, as those which 
pro^e the moon to retained in her orbit by the force of 
gravity, by proofs establishing the esustence, adequacy, and 
quantity, and therefore necessary agency of these forces. 


Art. XII. On the origtitul Composition of the Statues of 
Niobe and her Children^ Bp Robert Cockerell^ Esq, 

Thk statues composing the groupe of Niobe and her ChiMren 
has long been considered amongst the first specimens of art. If 
all the figures were not executed by the same hand, their 
style and composition leave little doubt that they were the con¬ 
ception of one mind: they are obviously designed to form a 
whole, but placed without order or design as they were, and 
still remain, the figures appear without connection, and to 
act rather in opposition to each other, than as forming a com¬ 
bined action or connected groupe, and they can only be 
regarded in their present position as single figures, without 
reference to their combined effect. None of the antiquarians 
who have noticed these statues, (including Winckelman, Fa- 
broni, Mengs, Goethe, and Zannoni), have attempted to solve 
this difficulty. Mr. R. Cockerell, whose travels we noticed in 
a former Number, about two years since published in Italy'^a 
plate explanatory of his ideas respecting the composition of 
these statues, which represents, as he maintains, the fable of 
Niobe and her family. This plate was accompanied by a short 
explanation of Mr. CockerelVs reasons in support of his opinions 
respecting the original composition of these statues. Although 
Mr. Cockerell’s merits seem to have but tardily reached his 
own country, neither his talents or knowledge have remained 

unnoticed on the continent. 

These statues are supposed by Mr. Cockerell to have been 
originally designed for' the tympanum of a pediment of a 
temple, the’ elevation and measurement of which has been 
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given by him in his plate, a reduced outline of wluch we have, 
hy his permission, given in this Number. We shall present 
our readers with nearly the whole of Mr. Cockerell's observ¬ 
ations on the subject. 

The celebrated statues representing the fable of Niobe, have 
never been so described as to give a satisfactory idea of their 
relative situations, and the composition of the groupe for 
which they were unquestionably designed. 

Montfaucon tVol, I. p. lO*,) has given a plate engraved by 
Perier representing tlicse statues, ranged in a circld around 
the mother, as they were then placed in the villa Medicis at 
Home; but this disposition, which was a mere conjecture, and 
entirely unsupported by the authority ot the ancients, or any 
one single example, entirely disproved by examination of 
the statues themselves, and of their difleient attitudes, which 
demonstrate that they were originally intended for only on^ 
point of view,’*’ as w'ill be seen from the note below, which 
describes the different sides of the statues. 


* The statue No. i, was designed solely for the position assigned 
in the group, for if viewed in the front, the ii;;ht Icj; U rendered 
invisible by the rock which sustains it; besides which, the chest is 
without relief and ill executed. No. 2, on the oppu.site side the 
left leg is entirely concealed bellind the rock, and the drapery 
suspended from the arm is but imperfectly made out. The back 
part of the statue No. 3 is also negligently executed and badly 
designed, without relief or execution. The hinder parts of No. 4, 
5, 6, 7, and 8, although completely made out, arc nut better exe¬ 
cuted than the preceding nnmbcis. No. 9, on the front side, the 
contour ol the body, the hair, and the ear on the right side, arc 
carefully Anished; on the left they arc merely sket lied. The 
statue No. 10, is unfinished on the opposite side, and .he right leg 
is concealed by a trunk of a tree. No. 11 and 2 .treuho left un- 
Aiiished on the opposite side. No. IS : with res|it‘rl \ this figure, 
the point of view given is evidently the oiili po.si .i. iie it could 
have been designed for, as Ike right leg is ont le ^ m inting ; and 
it is evident that Nos. 6, 7, and 9, were designed lor a situation 
above the level of the eye, the different parts being more or less 
finished, according to the effect to be produced when seen from 
below* 
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That it was customary with the Greeks to adorn the pedi¬ 
ments of their temples with groups of statues is sufficiently 
proved by the reii’ains of the temple of Minerva at Athens, 
called the Parthenon, by the discovery of those of the temple 
of Jupiter Panhellonius in the island of Kglna, and of many 
other temples on which may still be traced the remains of 
similar ornaments, as for instance, the temple of Theseus. 
Pausanias also has accurately described the frontispiece of the 
temple of Jupiter at Olympus, Diodorus that of Jupiter 
Olympius at Agrigentum, and many other instances might 
be cilcd. 

The relative dimensions of these statues, the gradual dimi* 
nution in their height, their action, which is a general inclina¬ 
tion towards the central point, and the simplicity and liar- 
mony of composition, resulting from their arrangement, all 
tend to prove that these statues were designed for the tym<« 
panum of a temple. 

The passage in Pliny,* as it was written by one who maybe 
supposed not to be conversant with technical terms, impugns 
what has been before laid down, but it is altogether unne¬ 
cessary to cite it, as these statues may have been arranged at 
Home in a manner totally different from that in whicli they 
were placed in their original situation from whence they were 
brought. 

These statues, since their discovery in 1583, have h«en 
considered by the antiquarians as an interesting subject of 
discussion, both by reason of tlioir perfect preservation, and 
of their extraordinary excellence as works of art; and it is 
singular that the authority of Ovid should have been preferred 
by them to that of other authors, although no circumstance 
of hU description coincides with these statues, witli the excep¬ 
tion of the wrestlers, which are however admitted to form no 


* Hist. NaU XXXVI. ch. U, Par bECsitatio est, in tenqilo Apol- 
linift Sosiani Nioben cum libcria raorieuteni Scopas an Pnuilelci 
fuerit. 
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of the present group, although jfbund at the samo time 
and in the same spot. It should also be remembered that 
they were executed many centuries before Ovid's time, and 
doubtless, Scopas and Praxiteles would have preferred the 
authority of Homer, who gives Niobe only twelve children. 
In the excavation, with the exception of the two wrestlers, 
the statues of twelve children only were found, and these 
were in good preservation;* fragments of the thirteenth and 
fourteenth would without doubt have been discovered had 
they exbted; consequently it seems nearly certain, that the 
total number of the statues, including the mother and the 
statue No. 10, did not exceed fourteen. 

In Mr. Cockerell’s design of the composition or restoration 
only the fourteen figures which were found together in the 
same excavation have been introduced. 

Their disposition is regulated by their heights, which have 
been accurately measured, and by the form of the tympanum ; 
and independently of this, it is frequently obvious by the rela¬ 
tive connection of the difierent statues. 

From this arrangement a beautiful composition is produced, 
in which is represented the fable of Niobe. The principles of 
elegance are completely observed in the group; six figures are 
symmetrically disposed on each side, presenting a variety of 
action and expression which produce an admirable contrast, 
and the composition may be considered as complete. 

M. Schlegel, in a paper which he wrote on the subject of 
Mr. Cockerell’s design, expresses his entire assent tb the 
general views of Mr. Cockerell respecting these statues, 
but questions the place assigned by him to some of them, 
his assertion that we are in possession of the whole num¬ 
ber of statues which formed the original composition; and 
lastly, the originality of the whole; that is, whether these 


* Mr. Schlegel observes thst this is soieewhat iiiaccurate, as 
several of the statues required considerable restoration, and that 
some fragments had been collected together. 
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statues are the production of Scopas, or Praxiteles, or merely a 
copy. In a remark on the difference in size between the mo> 
ther and the children, Mr. Schlegel observes, that although it is 
contrary to the principles of art to employ two different scales 
for the dimensions of figures in the same compositin, that the 
same objection arises with respect to the Laocoon and his 
cbildfen, and the Colossal figures on the Monte Cavallo and 
the horses; but that these incorrectnesses were not acci¬ 
dental, but designed for the production of beauty and a grand 
effect. 

In observing on the different statues, Mr. Schlegel suspects 
that No. 6 does not belong to the group, considering that 
statue not to partake of the light and youthful figure of 
the rest of the children. The statue No. lO, which Fabroni 
took for Amphion in the dress of a hunter, is also suspected 
by him. No. 11 is positively rejected as not belonging to the 
composition, the hair being arranged differently from the rest, 
and the head is without that general resemblance which appears 
to pervade the rest, and the figure does not seem to partake of 
the general action of the group. 

M!r. Schlegel closes his paper on the subject with the hope 
that Mr. Cockerell will speedily give to the public those 
designs and observations respecting ancient Greece which 
have so long occupied his attention. In this wish we very 
heartily concur; and from what we have seen, can safely 
assert, that notwithstanding the ingenuity and knowledge 
which have been displayed by Mr. Cockerell, in the dissertation 
on these celebrated statues, hla merits can in no wise be fairly 
estimated by the work we have noticed. 
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Art. XI II. Select ORCHiDB^yram the Cape of Good 
Hope^ Continued from page 200 of the Fourth Volume 
of this Journal, 

Of Dxsa porrecta, Disferis secunda, and Disfeuis capensis, 
represented in Plate I. of this Number. 

Three interesting Orchideous species are added in this place 
to the three of the last fasciculus. The drawings of these 
have been derived from the same source as those of the others^ 
and we shall refer to the article concerning tliem for the cha¬ 
racter of the order, and for that of the genus Disa. 

Plate H-Jig. 1. Disa porrecta. 

Disa porreetdy casque obtuse, conical at the back, spur 
subulate outstretched; interior segments with two 
teeth; label oblong undulated; spike ovate many 
flowered. 

Disa porrecta. Swartz act. holm. 1800* 211. Id. in Schra-‘ 
ders fteues journal, 1, 27* IVdld. sp. pi. 4. 47. 

A species first recorded by Swartz. We are not aware that 
it has been even introduced into any European garden. There 
are indigenous samples of it in the Banksian Herbarium* which 
were collected by Masson. 

Plate I. fg. 2. Disferis cafensis. 

Disferis. Corolla ringent, 5-parted: three of the seg¬ 
ments exterior, upper one of these upright, vaulted, and 
forming with the two interior lateral ones, which are 
contiguous to it, either an upright or a depressed and 
incumbent casque. Two exterior lateral ones pointing, 
forwards, and horizontally divergent, each with a short 
obtuse pouch or spur that projects downwanls: label 
upright from the base of the column, tapered at the 
lower part, grown to the parts of fructification, bent 
back at the top underneath the casque. Column very 
short, oblong-cylindrical. Anther grown to the column 
at the summit, either upright or reclined, oblong, two- 
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celled; concealed by a veil or curtain from each side of 
the edge of which a small cartilaginous spirally recurv¬ 
ed strip is projected towards the front. Pollen-maseesy 
the same as in Orcmts, with their footstalks adhering 
to the two strips of the veil. Stigma in front, near to 
the anther. Ca-psule like most others in the order. 

Obs. The name is compounded of her, bist and a pouch, 
the two exterior lateral segments of the corolla having each a 
small obluse pouch or spur. The genus comes very near to 
pTERYGODiuM, but differs in having these pouches, as well as 
by the insertion of the label, besides having anotlier shaped 
anther, and a differently situated stigma. 

Disa capensis, stem two-leaved, one flowered; leaves lan¬ 
ceolate. 

Disperis capensis. Swartz act, holm. 1800. 2^0. Id, in 
Schrader’s neues journal. 1. 40. sp, pi. 4. 59. 

Arethusa capensis. Linn, suppl. 405. Thunb. prod, 3, 

Said to grow on the Table Mountain. The genus is per¬ 
haps one of the most singular of the order. We know of no 
species of it that has been introduced into any European gar¬ 
den; or that has been represented by a published figure. 
Specimens of the present are ]jreserved in the Banksian Her¬ 
barium. 

Plate 3, Disferis sbcunda. 

Disperis secunda, stem two-leaved, many flowered, leaves 
linear : flowers pointing one way. 

Disperis secunda. Swartz act, holm, 1800. 320. Id. in 
SeWFader’s neues journal, 1. 40. TVilld, sp. pi, 4. 60. 

Arethusa secunda. Thunb. prod, 3. 

Ophrys circumflexa. Lin. sp, pi. ed. 2. 3. 1344. Amcen, 
acad. 6, qfr, 95. - 

The Banksian Herbarium contains indigenous samples of 
the species, collected by Masson. 
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Akt. XIV. On Saline Crytialiizaiion- By Andrew 
Um, M. D. Prqfeuor of the Glasgow Institution, and 

Member of the Geological Sowty, 

It is well known that water and solutions of some salts wili, 
under certain circumstances, preserve their fluidity, though 
cooled down many degrees below their ordinary congealing or 
crystallizing temperature. The most convenient, and perhaps 
striking mode of exhibiting this pbenomenoni is to All a phial 
with a hot saturated solution of sulphate of soda, to cork it well, 
and set it to cool in a quiet place. When the cork is afterwards 
withdrawn, the liquid stratum at the surface instantly becomes 
a solid, with a pearly lustre ; then the parts beneath successively 
assume the same form, and thus the whole solution in a lew se- 
conds changes into a confused crystalline mass. At the instant 
of solidification the temperature arises from 30 to 40 degrees, 
affording a fine illustration of the doctrine of latent heat. Should 
the mere extraction of the .cork fail to occasion this curious 
transition from the liquid to the solid state, it will be infallibly 
produced by touching the surface of the solution with u crystal 
of the salt. 

This phenomenon has been ascribed by some, to the sudden 
abstraction of a portion of heat from the liquid, on the admis- 
lion of the external air; whence the crystallization is determined 
at the surface, and proceeds gradually downwards; other hy¬ 
potheses have also been offered; but I am not awaie of any ex* 
periments having beeu made, with the view of elucidating the 
connection of this phenomenon with the atmospheric air and 
other causes. The following, which were executed about two 
years ago, may perhaps serve to open some new trains of inves¬ 
tigation. 

1st. An Roz. phial filled with a saturated solution of sulphate 
of soda in boiling water was cooled down to 38® Fahr., (the 
temperature of the apartment;) without crystallizing, the mouth 
of it being well secured with ox-bladder, which the pressure of 
the atmosphere had deeply hollowed on the contraction of the 
liquid volume by cold. The phial was placed under the receiver 
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of an air-pump. When the quicksilver in the two legs of the 
syphon gauge stood nearly on a level, the bladder became con* 
vex, though it had been strained flat across the orifice when the 
phial was brimful of the boiling hot solution. On piercing the 
bladder with a sharp pointed rod, which passed air-tight through 
a collar of leathers in the top plate of the receiver, no change 
whatever took place; the point was then pushed down into the 
liquid without any further effect. To try the influence of vi¬ 
bratory agitation of the particles, the handle of the air-pump 
was briskly moved backwards and forwards ; when immediately 
a portion of the solution was thrown out of the phial with an 
explosive effort upon the receiver. The liquid instantly shot 
into a confused crystallization, and at the same time began to 
boil, from the heat evolved during solidification. 'Fhe tempera¬ 
ture of the saline matter in the phial, when it was withdrawn at 
the end of a few minutes, was still 74**, though it must have 
lost much lieat from the ebullition tn vacuo. 

2. The same experiment was tried a second time; and though 
no effect took place on piercing the bladder, yet on afterwards 
passing down the steel point into the liquid, crystilllzation, with 
the usual pearly appearance, commenced at the surface, and 
descended to the bottom. 1 believe that in this case the steel 
point at its first descent to puncture the bladder had touched 
the liquid, and thus became tipped with a little saline matter, 
which drying rapidly in t’oeno, served at the second plunge as a 
nucleus of crystallization. 

3d. The bladder was freely punctured in vacuo without 
effect; the air was slowly admitted into the receiver till it was of 
the atmospheric density. No change ensued at the end of two 
hours. The receiver was withdrawn, and the punctured hole 
eulaxged by scissars without any result. But on slightly shaking 
the phial, the liquid passed speedily into the solid state. 

4th. The sulphate was again liquified in the same phial, which 
was now closed with a perforated cork. Into this was fitted 
glass tube inch internid diameter, and 4 inches long. As the 
tube passed only half way down through the cork, no liquid could 
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enter it. After standing for fourteen hours exposed to the ac** 
tion of the external air,* through the tube, its liquidity was un« 
impaired. The glass tube was then witlnlrawn, and next the 
cork, without hny change ensuing ; when finally, on agitation, 
it solidiHcd 

5th. A phial was nearly hllcd with a similar solution of sulphate, 
on the surface of which was placed a little olive oil. It cooled with- 
out crystalling. When smartly agitated, it became solid with 
the usual phenomenon of (he crystals shooting from the top 
downwards. This phial had been first placed on a vibrating glass 
plate, without effect. This experiment was repeated with a like 
result, though the phial stood two days. 

6th. A coiked phial full of the hot solution was tied down to 
the plate of the air-pump, so that the cork could be drawn in 
vacuo by a sliding steel rod and hooked extremity. When the 
cork was pulled, no change ensued ; but agitiitiun congealed the 
mass. 

7th. The corked phial was cooled in a horizontal position ; on 
inverting it quickly, the liquid struck against the glass, as in (he 
water hammer. By brisk agitation in thcinvcited position, con¬ 
gelation began, first below, and ascended to the top of the liquid. 
This experiment was repeated, with the same result. No 
particle of air was left in the phial; a cork of the best quality 
being pressed on the surface of the liquid, and forced in as the 
liquid contracted its volume, on immersing the phial into a basin 
of cool water. 

8th. A glass tube twelve inches long, and one inch in diame¬ 
ter, furnished with a brass cap and stop cock at one end, and 
a tight cork at the other, was filled with the hot solution. 
When it was cold, each end was opened, and the crystalliza¬ 
tion began instantly at the two extremities, and pixiceeded to 
the middle. 

9th. Same tube filled and cooled, with aplatina wire passing 
through the cork. On applying to each end, the opposite 


* Temperature of the apartment about 40^ Fahr. 
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electric influences of a voltaic battery of 50 pairs of 4-inch 
plates, the pearly crystallization commenced at the negative 
end, and proceeded slowly to the positive, at which no symp¬ 
tom of spontaneous congelation could be perceived. The 
platina wire was positive, and evolved oxygen pretty copi¬ 
ously. 

10th. A large egg-shaped vessel, holding about two pints, 
and terminated at each end with cylindrical apertures of one 
inch diameter, was tilled with the hot saturated solution. 
Through the cork of each end was passed a platina wire. 
The vessel, after having been cooled in a bason of cold water 
to the temperature of 42^, was placed in a horizontal position, 
and the solution was subjected to the action of a battery of 60 
pairs of 4-incli plates. From the oppositely electrified wires, 
hydrogen and oxygen gases were copiously evolved. The 
quantity of gas was much more abundant than I ever observed 
it from pure water with the same voltaic power. Hence, a 
saline solution aflbrds a better medium for the popular exhi¬ 
bition of this fundamental electro-chemical fact, than water 
alone. After a few seconds, the pearly lustre appeared at the 
negative end of the vessel, and the crystallization proceeded 
slowly and steadily towards the positive end, the plane of de¬ 
marcation between the congealing and liquid part being per¬ 
fectly smooth and vertical. No tendency to solidification was 
observed at the positive cud, though gas freely flowed from its 
platina wire during the whole time that the process of crys¬ 
tallization was advancing from the one extremity to the other. 
This interval was about 15 seconds. 

loth. The above experiment was repeated with a small 
cylinder with tubular extremities. The negative wire pro¬ 
jected internally only to one half the length of the positive 
wire, in order to sec whether it was merely the greater quan¬ 
tity of hydrogen evolved, or some difference in tlie electrical 
properties that determined the crystallization at the negative 
pole. Here again, as before, the pearly appearance com¬ 
menced at the negative extremity, and proceeded beautifully 
to the pOTitivc, 
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It ma impossible now to doubt, that there existed some re¬ 
lation between negative or resinous electricity^ and saline 
crystallization. 

lull. Two glass capsules were then taken. Into each an 
equal quantity of a tepid solution of pure nitre was put. They 
were placed along side of each other, and the liquids were 
connected by a slip of clean filtering paper, moistened with 
pure water. The power of 60 pairs in moderate action was 
applied, through the medium of a platina wire dipped into 
the centre of each solution. In a short time small needles 
were seen collecting, and attaching themselves around the 
negative platina wire, which soon increased so as to float 
through the whole liquid. After a much greater interval a 
few crystals were perceived forming on the margin of the 
liquid in the positively electrified capsule, but none near the 
immersed platina wire. In equal times the quantity of crystals 
in the negative capsule was quadruple of that in the positive 
capsule. There was found in the former a very slight excess 
of alkali, and in the latter of acid, but such as in ordinary 
circuinstunces has no influence on the formation of crystals. 

12th. A tin flask was filled with the same hot solution, and 
having its mouth secured with a slip of ox-bladder, it was suf¬ 
fered to cool. It was then placed on the top of a delicate 
condensing electroscope; and the bladder being pierced with 

a needle insulated at the end of a glass rod, no divergence of 

• 

the gold leaves could be observed, even when both the large 
and small condensing plates had been folded back. I am not 
certain that in this case the liquid had remained uncrystal- 
lieed till tlie instant of piercing the bladder. I shall repeat 
and vary the experiment, and from the elevation of teuipera- 
ture accompanying the solidification, I shall be able to ascer¬ 
tain whether the experiment has been successfully conducted, 
and whether any general inference can be drawn from it. 

I think it probable from the above detail, that negative 
electriiity ntay be found a useful agent io promoting the 
crystallization of saline matter, and may perhaps be employed 
by Nature in her crystalline formations. 
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The effect of mechanical duturbance in determining saline 
crystallization* is illustrated by the symmetrical disposition of 
particles of dust and iron by electricity and magnetism. Strew 
these upon a plane, and present magnetic and electiic forces 
at a certain distance from it; no effect will be produced. 
Commimicate to the plane a vibratory movement; the particles 
at the instant of being liberated from the friction of the sur¬ 
face, will arrange themselves according to the laws of their 
respective magnetic or electric attractions. The water of so¬ 
lution in counteracting solidity, not only removes the particles 
to distances beyond the sphere of mutual attraction, but pro¬ 
bably also inverts their attracting poles. Hence, when they 
are again brought within the attracting limit, by abstracting the 
water or the repulsive caloric, some additional force is neces¬ 
sary to revert this liquid arrangement of the poles. It is thus 
that a crystal, brought into contact with the surface of the 
solution, may be conceived to act. 

Experiments 3d, and 5th, seem to prove that neither 
the chemical properties of the atmosphere, nor its pressure, 
have any influence on the crystallization. 


Art. XV. Biographical Notice of the late Mr, Crakch. 

In the introduction to the Narrative of the Expedition to the Congo, 
biographical notices are given of several of the unfortunate per¬ 
sons who fell victims to the dreadful fever which tenninated the 
hopes of the party: That of Mr. Cranch we think peculiarly in¬ 
teresting, and we present it to our readers. 

Cranch was one of those extraordinary self-taught 
characters, to whom particular branches of Science are some¬ 
times more indebted, than to the labours of those who have 
had the advantage of a regular education. He was born at 
Exeter in the year 1785, of humble, but respectable parents; 
at eight years of age he had the misfortune to lose his fotber; 
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and as the circumstances in which his mother was left, did 
not enable her to provide for all her children, John, the sub¬ 
ject of the present memoir, was taken charge of by an uncle 
living at Kingsbridge. The main object in life, and which 
was nearest to the heart of his relation, was the accumulation 
of wealth; and his extreme penury denied to his nephew, 
almost the benefit of a common education. The miserable 
guinea which procured for him a year's instruction, was 
wrenched from him with so much grudging, and in a manner 
so unkind, as to be then severely felt, and never afterwards 
forgotten. 

At the age of fourteen, this provident relation first put him 
out as an apprentice, to learn “ the art and mystery of shoe 
making,*'a line of life which, from its peculiar monotony, seems 
by no means unfriendly, as experience has sliewn, to the 
progress of intellectual acquirement. The strength of nimd 
for which young Cranch had been distinguished from his 
childhood was now constantly struggling with the adverse 
circumstances of his situation, but every moment which could 
be stolen from his daily labour, was devoted to the few bonks 
which he had found means to coUect; the study of natural 
history was that in which he mostly delighted; and, even at 
this early period of his life, he was able to draw up correct 
descriptions of all the insects he could procure in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Kingsbridge. Without other assistance than 
books, he had acquired sufficient knowledge of Latin and 
French, to enable him to understand thoroughly those lan¬ 
guages, when made use of by zoological writers, and to em¬ 
ploy them himself, in describing objects of natural history, 
lie had acquired also a general knowledge of astronomy. 
But, while thus eagerly endca%'ouring to grasp at science, 
every thing tended to depress, and nothing to encourage him. 
However, he had the fortitude to persevere; and continued, 
in spite of every obstacle, silently and sedulously, unnoticed 
and unknown, to nourish his ruling passion, the love of 
knowledge. 

At the expiration of his apprenticeship, he went up to 
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I^ndoD» with the professed view of improvement in the art 
of shoemaking, but in reality with higher objects and better 
hopes, though he hardly ventured to own them to himself. 
The manners and morals of his fellow workmen were ill 
auited to his feelings and pursuits, and served only to increase 
his dislike for the employment to which he had been doomed. 
But it was some consolation to reflect that he was in the great 
mart of human knowledge, and thougli unfriended, and a 
stranger, he found that information flowed in upon him on 
every side. His mind was filled, but not satisfled; every 
museum, auction room, and book stall, every object to which 
his attention weis called he visited with a rapid and unsatiable 
curiosity, gleaning information wherever it was to be had, 
and treasuring it up with systematic care. His account of 
what he. observed in the capital is said to exhibit an obvious 
and striking proof of an inquisitive, diligent, and discerning 
mind. A person of this stamp could not long remain in 
London without meeting with kindred spirits. One of these 
associates, speaking of Cranch, observes, our conversations 
and philosophic rambles near London, have often called forth 
such observations and disquisitions from him on the various 
qualities, attributes, combinations, provisions and arrange^ 
ments of nature, as marked vast comprehension, as well as 
the most delicate subtilties of discrimination in an intellect, 
which seemed indeed to be calculated to grasp magnitude and 
xninutiije with equal address, and which could at once surprise, 
dclighi. and instruct.’' 

After a residence of some time in London, he returned to 
the haunts of his childhood; but it was soon discovered how 
little cliaiK'c the “ boot maker from London” had of eclipsing 
even Win liumble rivals who bad never lost sight of the smoke 
of their t.ative humit-t; but he had no alternative, he must 
eat to lit and woik at his trade to be able to eat; his labour 
howevi-t produced him little more than a bare subsistence, and 
every uiouu ni tlua lie could vciiture to take from it, was de* 
dicated to his favourite pursuit. 

VoL. V. I 
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Shortly, however, his domestic circumstances were favourably 
improved by marriage. His workshop was now consigned whol** 
]y to his journeymen, while he was sedulously and successfully 
collecting objects of natural history. No difficulties or dangers 
impeded his researches ; he climbed the most rugged precipices; 
he was fi-equently lowered down by the peasants from the sum¬ 
mits of the tallest cliffs; he waded through rapid streams; he 
explored the beds of the muddiest rivers; he sought the deepest 
recesses. He frequently wandered for whole weeks fix'in home, 
and often ventured out to sea for several da 38 together, entirely 
alone, in the smallest skiffs of the hshernien. No inclemency of 
weather; no vicissitudes of storms and sunshine,” ever pre¬ 
vented bis fatiguing pursuits ; the discovery of a new insect am¬ 
ply repaid the most painful exertions. Several papers in the 
“ Weekly Entertainer,'’ a little work which accompanies one of 
the most popular of the western newspapers, were written by him; 
and by these, and his collection of subjects in natural history, 
he gradually became better known, and bis talents duly appreci¬ 
ated by the most able naturalists. Of this the following extract 
of a letter to the editor, from Dr, Leach, of the British Museum, 
bears ample and honourable testimony. 

“Ill 1814, Mr. Montagu and myself, together with Mr. C. 
Prideaux, vidted Mr, Crunch, for the purpose of seeing his Mu¬ 
seum. We were all astonished at the magnitude of his collec¬ 
tion of shells, Crustacea, insects, birds, &c. collected entirely 
by himself, and still more so with the accuracy of their classifi¬ 
cation and with the remarks made by this self-educated and eea- 
lous individual. He conversed on all subjects connected with 
natural history, with modesty, but at the same lime, with that 
confidence which is the result of knowledge. Quite delighted with 
having made his acquaintance, I left him with a resolution to 
cultivate a correspondence with him on the subject of our fa¬ 
vourite pursuit. On the following morning, 1 received a note 
from him, offering me any specimens that might be wanting and 
that be could supply, to my collection. 

Soon after this meeting, 1 was appointed to the British 
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Museum^ iwhen Mr.Cranch applied to me to endeavour to obtain 
for him some situation in that institutioiit which would enable 
him to cultivate the study of natural history on a more extended 
scale ; Lul as» no vacancy existed, and as I found his demands 
for employment come within the limits of my pocket, 1 proposed 
that he should undertake to investigate the coasts of Devon and 
Cornwall for marine productions; and eventually to make a tour 
of Great Britain, with the same view ; at the same time I pro¬ 
mised to recommend him to the first situation that might occur, 
to enable him to obtain the object of his ambition. 

** On receiving my letter he immediately discharged hisjour- 
neymen, and converted his manufactory «»i’ boots and shoes into 
apartments for the reception and preservation of such objects 
of natural history as his daily exertions might procure. He 
kept up a continual communication with the fishermen of Ply¬ 
mouth, and constantly received from them baskets filled with 
the rubbish they dregged from the bottom of the sea; and this 
he examined with diligence and attention, preserving all the 
new objects that he discovered, and making descriptions of them. 
He visited occasionally, the Brixham, Plymouth, and Falmouth 
fishermen, and made excursions with them. He very often left 
Kingsbridge in an open boat, and remained absent for a long 
time together, during which, he dregged when the tide was full, 
and examined the shores when it was out. At night he slept in his 
boat, which he drew on shore; and when the weather was too 
stormy for marine excursions, he would leave his boat and pro¬ 
ceed to examine the country and woods for insects, birds, &c« 
The romaiks with which he accompanied the infinity of new ob¬ 
jects which he discoveied, are invaluable; many of them have 
been and the rest sliall be hereafter made public.*' 

In this way was Air. Cranch employed for the collection of 
natural history in the British Museum, at the time whenlfi^ ex¬ 
pedition to the Congo was planned ; for such an expedition, a 
person of this description was invaluable, and Dr, Leach recom¬ 
mended him to Sir Joseph Banks, as one in every way fitted for 
the undertaking. On his part, an appointment so suited tb his 
pursuits and so flattering to his hopes, was the height of his 

I 2 
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ambition, and he at once accepted it, though not without tome 
painful struggles to his feelings. It seems he bad a sort of pre¬ 
sentiment that he should never return, and that the expectation 
of such an event became weaker and weaker, as his country 
faded from his view. His conduct, however, during the voyage 
out, does not appear to have been influenced by this feeling ; 
nor were his exertions at all relaxed by an occasional low. 
ness of spirits, w^ich was, perhaps, partly constitutional, and 
owing partly to the gloomy view taken of Christianity by that 
sect denominated Methodists, of which, it seems, he was a mem¬ 
ber. He is represented, however, by his friends, as a sincere 
Christian, an affectionate parent, and a kind friend. 

Mr.Cranch was taken ill on the 23rd of August, on the march 
between the banza or town of Cooloo and the banza Inga, and 
was carried back on the shoulders of the natives to Cooloo, and 
from thence in a hammock to the place *Gf embarkation belpw 
the rapids; but it was the tenth day before he reached the ship 
in a canoe. The symptoms, by the surgeon’s report, were an 
extreme languor and general exhaustion; a restlessness and anx¬ 
iety, approaching at times to delirium, but he had no pain, ex¬ 
cept an uneasy sensation throughout the abdomen ; the coun¬ 
tenance became of a dirty yellow colour, the pulse was 108s and ' 
verysmall. Thenextday he was much worse, and on the third day 
the whole body became yellow; the countenance assumed a deadly 
aspect, the pulse at the wrist imperceptible, and in the evening 
he expired, “ after uttering,” says Mr. Fitzinaurice, ” a devout 
prayer for (he welfare of his family, and with the name of his 
wife quivering on his lips. He was of that order of dissenters,” 
he adds, ** who are called ^Icthodists, and if 1 may judge from 
external appearances, he whs an affectionate husband and father, 
a sincere friend, a pious, honest, and good man.*’ He died in 
the 3Ut year of his age, and was buried at Embomma by per¬ 
mission of the King in his own burial ground, where he was laid 
with military honours by the side of his fellow-traveller, Mr. 
Tudor, who had been interred with the like ceremony, a few 
days before. 
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Art. XVI. Mitcellanea* 

I. Mechanical Science. 

§ 1. Astrokomy, Optics, Pneumatics, &c. 

1. New C(nnet, 

K new comet was discovered at Marseilles on the night of 
the 26th of December last, by M. Pons, in the constellation of 
the Swan, near the northern wing. It had a nebulous appear¬ 
ance. Its light was extremely feeble and its Hgure indetermi¬ 
nate. It had neither nucleus nor tail. It was seen ag^in on 
the 29th of the same month, in the evening, but only fora few 
minutes, in consequence of clouds. Its situation was then 
about two degrees south of its first observed position. Its 
light was more bright, and its apparent size increased. A 
small nucleus could then also be distinguished. 

It was seen again on the morning of February 14th, and was 
still in the constellation of the Swan, but farther south. 

The same comet has been observed at Augsbourg on the 
2nd of this month. It was found near the star i of the fourth 
magnitude, on the outside of the wing of the Swan, and above 
the constellation of the Fox. It is considerably enlarged, and 
its nucleus is now very distinct. 

2. New Observatory at Cambridge. 

It is proposed to build an observatory within the precincts of 
Cambridge University, tlie expense of which is estimated at 
about 10,0001. A grace will be proposed to the Senate for a 
donation of 5,OOOl. from the University chest, and a subscrip¬ 
tion opened for raising the remainder of the sum. Applica* 
tion is to be made to Government to appoint an observer and 
an assistant, with adequate salaries. 

3. Supposed Transit of a Comet. 

Mr. Capel Loft, in a Letter to the Editor of the Monthly 
Magazine, describes a body passing over the sun's disc, which 
he supposes may have been a comet. 

** I saw it about 11 A.M. (on the 6th of Jan.) with my own 
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reBectoo with a power of about 80; with an excellent Casse¬ 
grain reflector made by Crickmore of this town, with about 260; 
and with a reflecloi* of Mr. Acton's, with about 170- 

It appeared, wiien I first saw it, somewhat about one third 
from the eastern limb; suheUiptic, small, uniformly opaque, 

•• About 2i hours P. M. it appeared to Mr. Acton considerably 
advanced, and a little west of the sun's centre, and 1 think it 
appeared then 6 or 8 seconds in diameter. I had been able to 
see no spot on the 4th, nor again on the 8th; and even on the 
6th Mr. Crickmore could not see it a little before sunset, 
though the telescope already mentioned gave him every ad¬ 
vantage. 

Its apparent path while visible seemed to make a small angle 
with the sun’s equator. Its state of motion seemed inconsis¬ 
tent with that of the solar rotation, and botli in figure, density, 
and regularity of path, it seemed utterly unlike floating scoria. 
In short, its progress over the sun’s disc seems to have exceeded 
that of Venus in transit. 

There are two instances, if not three, of comets seen in 
transit, and this phenomenon seems to have been one. I wish 
it may have been seen elsewhere." 

Ipswich, Jan. 10. 

4. New Photometer. 

Mr. Horner of Zurich has invented a photometer which, for 
its simplicity of construction and facility of use, deserves to be 
made known. An account of it has been puldi^licd in the 
Bibliothiiquc Univcrselle, from which lhia<‘Xtract is made. It 
consists of a pasteboard tube an inch and half in diameter, and 
.four inches long. A fiat ring of much larger diameter sur¬ 
rounds it a short distance from one end, and an opening is 
made in the ring, by which slides cun be made to traverse 
through and across the tube. The opposite end of the tube is 
cut into a form which wilt fit round the e>e and exclude ex¬ 
traneous light when the instrument is used, and witliin it is a 
convex lens of two inches focus, which renders the diaphragms 
that are parsed through the ring peifectly distinct. 

The scale of the instrumeiit is constructed on the same 
^inciple with that described by M. Lampadius, and consists of 
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a number of similar diaphanous discs, which are added together 
at the outer end of the tube until they intercept all light, and 
the number necessary for this purpose indicates the intensity* 
The units or degrees of M. Horner’s scale are discs of very 
6nc, thin I’liina paper, covered with oil varnish on each sur¬ 
face. A thin plate of metal, wood, or otiicr substance, capable 
of being passed through the orifice in the ring is perforated 
with lo round holes, the first of these is left open, and the 
others are covered by the discs of paper from 1 to 9 progres¬ 
sively, cacli being properly nun>bered. These supply the 
units in observation, and the tens arc made by putting toge- 
gether lO, 20, or 30 discs, pressing them close and connecting 
them into one mass by an edge of very fine paper pasted on. 

In usingthe instrument, the eye being applied to its proper 
end, the other is directed towards the light to be measured, and 
then one or more bundles of the tens are introduced, acccord- 
ing as the light is more or less brilliant, at the object end of the 
tube, and pressed together by a small ring or short tube intro* 
duced after them; then, by passing the slider with the units 
across the tube till the light is entirely excluded, the number 
of discs necessary is ascertained, and the light estimated 
accordingly. 

To make the instrument more sensible, it is proposed that 
an object glass of some inches focus be fixed at the outer end 
of the instrument. 

The fixed point of the photometer has been made after M. 
Lampadius,the light of phosphorus when burning in oxygen gas, 
and if any alteration occur in the state of the discs, it is recti¬ 
fied by comparison with this point. 

The following are some observations made with this instru¬ 
ment : 

Light of the sun at an elevation of 30°, sky *> 

^ , t 75 degrees, 

perfectly clear • - - - 3 

Ditto, sky white - - - . 70 

Light of a blue sky at an elevation of 45* 56 

-zenith - - - . 49 

Light of a cloudy sky - - - 53 
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Light of a full moon - - - 34 degrees. 

— ■' moon 5 days old - 20 

from snow enlightened by the sun - 57 
« from 8nc»w in the shade - 47 

—— ly sky, (14 March, 1817) * 7 

-sky clear of stars, (14 March, 1817) 4.5 

'■■■ planet Venus at an elevation of 30® \ ^ 

(5 Apvil,18l7) - - - i 

■ — constellationof Orion, (14March, 1817)7 
—— of a common c andle 2 feet distant - 48 

5. ^ew Barometer, 

A new barometer has lately been invented by Mr. Adie of 
Dumfries. Jt is described as being more portable than the 
common barometer, and less liable to accident. The moveable 
column is oil enclosing in a tube a portion of nitrogen, which 
changes its bulk according to the density of the atmosphere. 
This is something like the common air thermometer. 

6. New Musical Instrument, 

M. Marstrand of Copenhagen, celebrated for his mechanical 
inventions, is said to have invented a new musical instrument 
called the Harpinella. It is in the form of a lyre, is smaller than 
the cononon guitar, and yet equal in tone to the harp. By 
a very simple piece of mechanism, the semitones are made 
with the same facility and ])rccision as on the pedal harp. 

7. M. de Lalande's Medal. 

The gold medal Ibunded by the late M. de Lalandc has been 
awarded by the Institute and Royal Academy of Sciences at 
Paris, to Mr. Pond the Astronomer Royal, at Greenwich, for 
his interesting and important researches on the annual paral¬ 
lax of the fixed stars. 


§ 2. Architecture, Navigation, the Arts, &c. 

1. Plymouth Breakwater. 

The breakwater at Plymouth has withstood the late gales 
in an almost unexpected manner; the only thing which gave 
way was a ci’ane, that could be replaced in a few hours. 

At the cuiiimenceinent of the wiiitei* a few large stones 
were placed by themselves on the top or finished part of the 
breakwater, to ascertain how far they would withstand the 
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winter gales, they stood all but that which occurred the begin- 
ing of this month; it moved them, and they were found lying 
on the north slope. There were three of them, one of nine 
tons and the other two of hve tons each ; they are to be re> 
placed for further trial. 

2. MoveahU Axletree. 

Mr. Ackermann of the Strand has lately introduced a con¬ 
siderable alteration into the axletree of carriages. The im¬ 
provement, it is said, will allow the carriage to be built 18 
inches shorter ; the body to be hung lower, and the fore wheels 
to be made larger. The vehicle will turn in much less space 
than carriages of the common construction, and is more 
dKBcult to overset. Several coachmakers are constructing 
carriages upon this new plan. 

3. New Harpoon» 

A new harpoon has been invented by Mr. Robert Gatbutt, 
of Kingston upon Hull, for the Greeland fishery ; calculated to 
secure the whale in the event of the shank of the instrument 
breaking. The improvement consists in placing a kind of 
preventer made fast to the eye of the foregager, which passing 
along the shank of the harpoon, is attached to the thick part 
of it in such a manner as neither lo lessen its strength nor im* 
pede its entrance when thc-fish is struck. 

4. Harpoon Guns. 

Some of the Leith whale shipa aic furnished with harpoon 
guns for this year's service. The gun is mounted on the bow 
of the boat, and the harpoon with the line attached is fired out 
of it, and will strike at the point blank distance of 20 or 30 
fathoms ; by which means a fish may be struck when there is 
no chance of reaching it by throwing the dart with the hand. 
They have been used by the Hull vessels for several years. 

5. Nautical Jnstrument. 

Among other ingent ins inventions submitted to the Board 
of Longitude, one countenanced by the Hoard and recommended 
to the Lords of the .'Vdmiratly for iinmediaic trial, is likely to 
facilitate the object intended in exploring the polar regions. 
The merit of this invention is, that it works horizontally and 
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vertically, assaming the magnetic meridian by its own action* 
The inventor is Mr. Lockwood of the navy. 

6. Machine to Sweep Ckimnies, 

Mr. C. Carr, of Paddington, has constructed a machine to 
sweep chimnies, which appears to possess great advantages. It 
is complete of itself, requiring no chain, pulley, or other ap¬ 
pendage in the chimney, and will sweep very clean as well in 
horizontal as perpendicular flues. If the flue be angular, 
having one or more bends, the person who uses it can ascer¬ 
tain the direction in which the angle goes off, and can turn 
the head of the instrument the proper way. There is a 
means also of ascertaining when the head of the Instrument 
has reached the top of the chimney, so that no danger of 
thrusting off the iron smoke cowls is incurred. It works in a 
very cleanly manner entirely from below, and can easily be 
made fire proof when necessary. 

7 . Prevention of the Dry Rot. 

Mr. John Shilliber, of Walkhampton near Plymouth, pro* 
poses to prevent the dry rot in timber, by cutting it down 
when all vegetation has entirely ceased, as at Christmas, instead 
of felling it immediately after the tree has recommenced its 
growing. In the last case it is said the pores are open and 
extended, the wood soft, the bark separates with case, and when 
the juices of the tree have diied up, the pores remaining open, 
allow the wood to become infected with the disease. In the 
former the pores arc considered as naturally closed, the sap 
and other easily changing fluids have descended into the root, 
or formed more solid matter, the bark adheres very closely 
and firmly to the wood, and the wood is much harder and 
more impenetrable, and is not affected by the dry rot. These 
conclusions have been drawn from a comparison of timber 
felled at different periods, 

II. Chemical Science. 

§ 1. Chemistry. 

1 . Alkali from Potatoe Stalks. 

The attention of the people of Ireland has been called to the 
extraction of potash from potatoe stalks. Processes for that 
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purpose have been commenced, and they promise to producie 
in that part of the British dominions a most important article 
of trade. It is ca1culate<l that 350,000 acres of land are an- 
nually cuHivated with potatoes; these would produce 46.875 
tons of potash, which, at per ton, would amount to 

i.*937.500. per annum. 

2, Tungstic Jcid, 

M. Chevreui has observed, that by heating* the tungstate of 
ammonia wiih tincture of turnsole, the acid properties of the 
tungstic combination are rendered e\ident by the change of 
colour. 

3. Copper dissolved in Hydrogen. 

Hydrogen gas (says M. Laiiipudius) dissolves copper when 
it is passed over this luetal in fine powder at a white heat. 
The gas then burns with a green flame, and forms, during its 
combustion, an oxide of copper. 

4. IJomberg's Pyrdphorus. 

Homberg’s pyrophorus is said to be more certain in its pre¬ 
paration, when jt-. of sulphate of soda is added to the mixed 
alum and flour. 

5. Test for Sugar. 

It has been proposed by M. Hoberenier, to test sugar in 
i'rolution, in small quantities, by adding to a portion of the 
liquid, a few grains of yeast, and placing it in a vessel closed 
by mercury. A fermentation takes places, and the bulk of 
gas liberated indicates the quantity of sugar. 

6. Temperature on and beneath the Surface of the Earth. 

The mean temperature of Baris, deduced from many years 
ubscrvatioii, is lo® 6' of the centigrade scale, = 51® Fahren- 
licit. Thetem|)ei*aturcof the caves beneath the Observatory have 
been for a long time II® 71^ — 54® Fahrenheit. What is the 
cause of this difierence of more than 1® between two results, = 
3® Fahrenheit, which; according to theory, should correspond? 

7. Uranium. 

It has been ascertained by JVl. Chevreui that the peroxide of 
uranium is soluble in the alkaline sub-carbonatcs, and forms, 
with that of potash, a regularly crystallized salt. No carbonic 
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acid is disengaged. The solution is of a fine yellow colour, 
similar to that of the chromate of potash. 

8. Chromic Oxide and Acid, 

Chromic oxide heated with alkali becomes chromic acid, and 
chromic acid heated with an acid becomes chromic oxide; 
the oxide in solution is green, and the acid yellow, and the 
change of state and colour may be produced successively at 
pleasure. 

9. Cocoa Nut Oil. 

Cocoa nut oil is perhaps the most volatile of what are called 
the fixed oils; when heated, it distils over with scarcely any 
decomposition, and the part distilled, when washed, is similar 
to the original oil. 

10. Wire Gauze Safety Lamp, 

To shew how far the security afforded by means of wire 
gauze might be applied to the procuring light In the mines. 
Sir U. Davy has lately made an Argand's lamp safe by means 
of it. It rec^uired no glass, the cylinder of gauze supplying 
its place. It, as was expected, answered perfectly. 

11. Snake Stones. 

Dr. Davy has latt ly analysed the snake stones of India. He 
found them to be of three kinds; one was merely calcined 
bone; another carbonate of lime, coloured by a vegetable sub> 
stance; and the third a bezoar stone. The idea entertained 
by the natives, of their power over the bite of poisonous 
snakes, is entirely unfounded. 

12. Strength of Ale. 

Ale brewed by Sir Joseph Banks, being analysed at his 
desire by Mr. Brande, gave the following proportion of alcohol. 

1. Malt to the hogshead 8 strike.* Hops to the hogshead 
8 lbs. Brewed 11th January, 1816—contained 9.85 percent, 
of alcohol. 

2. Malt to the hogshead 10 strike. Hops to the hogshead 
11 lbs. Brewed 27th February, 1815—contained 10.84 per 
cent, of alcohol. 

* By strike is meant a bushel measure of malt, not heaped up 
but struck off to a level with the rim. 
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13. Change of Colour by Acidi. 

The effects of muriatic acid gas and ammoniacal gas upon 
turmeric paper» are so similar, that it is difficult to distinguish 
the two by tills test alone. The acid reddens it almost as 
much as the alkali. Phosphoric, nitric, muriatic, and par¬ 
ticularly sulphuric acid, also redden turmeric paper; but in 
all these cases, water, even in small quantities, immediately 
restores the original colour. 

14. Yellow Dye. 

A chemist of Copenhagen is said to hare discovered a bril¬ 
liant yellow matter for dying, in potatoe tops. The mode of 
obtaining it, is by cutting the top when in flower, and bruising 
and pressing it to extract the Juice. Linen or woollen soaked 
in this liquor during 48 hours, takes a fine solid and perma¬ 
nent yellow dye. If the cloth be afterwards plunged in a blue 
dye, it then acquires a beautiful permanent green colour. 

15. Analysis of Sweet Almonds. 

M. Boullay has given an analysis of sweet almonds as 


follows.— 

Oil, - - 54 

Albumen, - 24 

Sugar (fluid) - 6 

Fibre, - - 4 

Gum, - - 3 

Pellicles, - 5 

Water, - - 3.5 

Acetic acid and loss, 5 


lOO 


16. Cholesteric Avid, 

MM. Pelletier and Caventon have obtained a new acid from 
cholesterine or the pearly substance of human biliary calculi 
discovered by Poulletier-de-Lasclle, and named by Chevreul. 
Cholesterine is to be heated with its weight of strong nitric 
acid until it ceases to give off nitrous gas. A yellow substance 
separates on cooling, scarcely soluble in water, and which, 
when well washed, is pure cholesteric acid. 

It is soluble in alcohol, and may be crystallized by evap(»ra- 
tion. It is decomposed by a heat above that of boiling water. 
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and gives products containing oxygen, hydrogen, and charcoal 
as their elements. It combines with bases, and forms salts. 
Those of potash, soda, and ammonia, are very soluble: the 
rest arc neatly Insoluble. 

17* Metallic Manganese. 

The properties of metallic manganese, reduced by M. Fischer 
of Schaffouse, are described in the Bibliothbque Universelle as 
follows:—The fi’acture is neither conehoidal nor crystallized, 
but irregular, and very similar to that of the sulphurct of iron, 
commonly called marcasite. The metal is of a vvhite colour. 
It is harder than tempered steel, and cuts glass almost as well 
as the diamond. Jt is capable of scratching rock crystal. It 
takes a very fine polish, but the permanency is doubtful, in 
consequence of its affinity for oxygen. Placed in water for ^4 
hours, it becomes covered with a brown oxide. It acts sensibly 
on the magnetic needle, perhaps in consequence of a little 
iron. The specific gravity is 7.467« 

18. Analysis of Bitter Almonds. 

M. Vogel, in his experiments on and analysis of bitter 
almonds, gives the following proportions of the substances in 
100 parts. 


Peelings, 

8.5 

Fixed oil. 

28. 

Albumen, 

30. 

Sugar, 

6.5 

Gum, 

3. 

Parenchyma vegetable. 

5. 

Essential oil and prussic acid, 

m 


The essential oil appears to be a very singular substance. 
It is best obtained by distilling almond water with barytes, to 
separate the prussic acid. In close vessels it is very volatile; 
exposed to the air, it becomes solid, crystalline, inodorous, and 
of considerable fixity. The crystals are a compound of it with 
oxygen, for oxygen is -absorbed during their formation, and if 
they are dissolved in hydro-sulphuret of ammonia, they are 
again decomposed, and the original odour and oil is produced. 



Miscellaneous Intelligence, 


127 


19. renom of the Common Toad, 

M. Pelletier has given the following account of the venom 
of the common toad. 

The fluid which in the common toad is contained in the 
vesicles which cover the skin is of a yellow colour, and an oily 
consisteiicc. Exposed to the air, it soon becomes concrete, and 
if it be received upon a plate of glass it can be raised in the 
form of solid transparent scales after a few seconds. The 
venom of the toad, whether in the solid or the liquid form, is 
extremely bitter, acrid, and even caustic^ it reddens strongly 
the tincture of litmus, and forms an emulsion with water. Cold 
alcohol scarcely acts upon it, but when hot it attacks and 
dissolves a part, and acquires a fawn colour. The portion 
undissolved in the alcohol is perfectly white, without odour or 
taste, and resembles gelatinous membrane. 

The alcoholic solution scarcely reddens litmus, and even loses 
that property entirely by evaporation. As the alcohol is dis¬ 
engaged a fat oily matter separates, which concretes on cooling, 
is insoluble in water, a little soluble in ether, but much more 
so in alcohol. Taste bitter, but neither acrid nor caustic. 
Instead of reddening litmus it restores the blue colour if it 
has previously been changed by an acid. These phenomena 
seem to indicate : 1st, that the acid of the venom is volatile; 
2nd, that it is partly saturated by a base to which it loosely 
adheres, and from which it may be separated by other acids. 

The gelatinous matter insoluble in alcohol, dissolves in hot 
water, but not in cold. The solution on cooling becomes 
opalescent, and has a degree of consistency. The substance 
which might at first be taken for gelatine is proved by compa¬ 
rative experiments to bo distinct from it. It is not precipitated 
either by solution of chlorine or infusion of galls. 

It may be concluded that the venom of the toad contains 1, 
an acid partly united to a base, and constituting about one- 
twent ieth part of the whole; 2, a bitter fatty matter; 3, 
an animal substance having some analogy to gelatine, but 
differing from it in certain points. 
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20. Ignited Wire Lamp. 

Sir H. Davy in his researches on flame, ascertained a pecu¬ 
liar state of combustion at a heat below that of flame, and he 
rendered the phenomenon evident by causing it to take place 
round a platinum wire, which became and remuined ignited, 
in consequence of the heat given out. The effect was shewn 
to be produced either by platinum or palladium wires, in at¬ 
mospheres made explosive either by mixture with inflammable 
gasetf or the vapour of inflammable substance, as ether at 
common temperatuie. or warm spirits of turpentine, alcohol, 
&c. The experiment has lately been very iiigeiiiousiy varied 
by making the heated wire volatilize the alcuhol. A coil of 
platinum wire about the of an inch in thickness, and 
containing from 8 to 15 or 16 turns, is dropped on to the 
wick of a spirit lamp, so that part touches the wick and part 
remains supported above. On blowing out the flume of the 
lamp after it has been lighted, the wire will become ignited, 
and continue so as long as any spirit remains below. 

It has been asceiiaiiied tliat camphor may be substituted for 
the alcohol, by introducing a cylinder of it in the place of the 
wick ; the ignition is very bright and a pleasant odorous va¬ 
pour arises from i(. Oil of turpentine in the lamp also 
succeeds. The wire docs not remain ignited, but the con¬ 
tinuance of the effect is marked by the ascent ot a dense line 
of vapour, which rises from the wire, and diffuses an odour 
by some thought agreeable. 

I By adding essential oils to the spirit or oil of turpentine 
below, it is probable that various aromatic odours might be 
obtained, and the lamp would perhaps replace the fumigating 
pastilcs which are used for this purpose. In some trials of 
this kind, the wire was found to become covered with a coat 
of charcoal after some time, and then the effect censes, but 
this could easily be burnt off by a spirit lamp. 

21. Oranges of Colour bt/ Heat. 

Change of colour dependant upon temperatuie alonei is a com¬ 
mon phenomenon in chemistry. Several instances have been 
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given in the Annales de Cbimie^ by Gay Lussac. The following 
are some others. 

Nitrous acid gas has its red colour very much heightened by 
heat; on couling, it returns to its first appearance. 

White oxide of zinc obtained by combustion becomes yellow 
when heated, but returns to white when cooled. 

Red oxide of mercury obtained by beat from the nitrate^ has 
its culoui increased by heat, and diminished by cooling. 

Red oxide of iron, prepare ! by heating the precipitate from 
green vitriol by an alkali, becomes dark brown or nearly black 
by beat, and on cooling, resumes its light red colour. Common 
red oxide also clianges in the same way, but not so much. 

Borax tinged emerald green by fusion with chromate of lead, 
becomes a fine brown when heated, and returns to its original 
green colour when cold. 

While oxide of titanium heated, becomes lemon yellow ; cool¬ 
ed, it returns to white. 

Chloride of silver, when fused and cold, is transparent 
and colourless, if heated, it becomes brown, then deep reddish 
brown, and almost opaque; on cooling it retrogrades through 
the various shades it bad taken, and resumes its original ap¬ 
pearance. 

An infusion of red cabbage, when cold, is of a fine blue colour ; 
when healed, it becomes led or rather purplish, but on cooling, 
resumes its blue tint; and these changes may be repeated con* 
tinually. If a similar infusion be rendered slightly green by a 
little alkali, the effect of beat is sufficient to counterbalance 
the influence of the alkali and the infusion appears blue; on cool* 
ing, the green colour which it resumes shews the alkali present. 
If a hot and a cold infusion of red cabbage be rendered similar 
in colour, by the addition of a little alkali to the former, they 
appear exactly alike by transmitted d^-light, but transmitted 
fire or candle-light, makes the former appear red, and the latter 
greenish blue. A similar difference is observable in the two so* 
lutiuna prepared by dissolving oxide of nickel in ammonia, and by 
adding ammonia in excess to the nitrate of nickel; they are both 
VoL. V. K 
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of a fine blue colour by transmitted day-ligbt, but transmitted 
artificial light renders the latter red, though it does not alter 
the former. 

S2. Bal^lonuin Cement, 

A substance, said to be part of the walls of a Babylonian struc¬ 
ture, has been analyzed by M. Vauquelin^ and gave the following 
results: 


Water 

7.33 

Silex - * 

48,33 

Alumine • 

9.33 

Oxide of iron 

15. 

Lime 

14. 

Sulphate of lime - 

5. 


98.99 

Loss 

1.01 


100.00 


It was of a dark brown colour, of a bituminous appearance, 
but 60 hard as to resist the hammer; part of its sur&ce was irre¬ 
gular, but smooth, and of a vitreous appearance; and it is sup¬ 
posed to have been a cement applied in the soft state but dried by 
heat. The quantity of oxide of iron is remarkable, 

23. On Chemical Nomenclature, 

The Society of Arts and Sciences at Utrecht, proposes the 
following prize question, to be decided on the 1st of October, 
)818, fixing either a gold medal worth 30 ducats, or the same 
sum in cash, if preferred, for the best treatise written in either 
the Dutch, German, English, French, or Latin language, and 
sent in time, post paid, to the Secretary, Professor Rostyn, at 
Utrecht. 

** Is the chemical nomenclature, as proposed by the famous 
lAvosier and his collaborators, and as has been afterwards adopt¬ 
ed, with few alterations, by almost all chemists, such as is still 
satisfactory with regard to its principal characteristics, or do 
the modem discoveries^ particularly those made in consequence 
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of Galvanic electricity, render a thorough reform of the same 
necessary? If so, upon what grounds is that nomenclature to 
be founded, and in ^rhat manner is it easiest to be accom¬ 
plished ?" 

** If not, what alterations are required to be made in the pre¬ 
sent nomenclature, in order to make it accord with the present 
state of science V* 

24. Ca;7/a2n Bagnold on a Table Furnace. 


To the Editor, 

Sir, 

The peculiarity of pumice-stone as a slow conductor of heat» 
though, doubtless, known to many, has, I believe, escaped ge¬ 
neral observation; I therefore bike the liberty of transmitting 
you an account of a furnace in miniature, constructed of that 
material •, and from the intensity of the heat it alTords, I am in¬ 
duced to think, it will form a very useful instrument, especially 
when operating ou small quantities. 

The furnace is made in two pieces, which ai'e ground to fit 
close on each other; the upper piece has a cylindrical perfora¬ 
tion entirely through it, and the lower one merely a cup coun¬ 
tersunk in the surface, with a lip or channel to conduct the blast 
into it. In a furnace of this construction, from 6 and ; tu 7 
inches in height, urged by a small pair of table bellows, 1 have 
produced malleable copper from the native red oxide. 1 intend 
trying some different modiheations of the experiment, the re¬ 
sult of which I shall be happy to communicate. I am Sir, 

Vour obedient humble Servant, 

T. M. Bagnold. 

7f High Row, Knightsbridge, 

14/4 March, 1818. 


25. Mani^acture of Calomel. 

The following process for the wholesale preparation of this 
important article of the Materia Medica is confidently recom¬ 
mended to the chemical manufacturer. 

Prepare an oxy-sulphute of mercury, by boiling twenty-five 
pounds of mercury with thirty-five pounds of sulphuric acid, 
to dryness. Triturate thirty-one pounds of this dry salt with 

K2 
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twenty pounds four ounces of mercury, until the globules disap¬ 
pear, and then add seventeen pounds of common salt* The 
whole to be thoroughly mixed, and sublimed in earthen vessels* 
Between forty-six and forty-eig^t pounds of pure calomel are 
thus produced—>it is to be washed and levigated in the usual way* 


§2. Metsoroioot^ Elbctricity, Magnetism, &c. 

1. Atmospherical Phenomena^ 1817> 

The following atmospherical phenomena which occurred last 
year, are collected from the volumes of the Naval Chronicle : 
lightning was observed on 14 different days, thunder on 11, 
hail on 12, snow on and there were six days in which the ba¬ 
rometer was stationary. There were 42 gales of wind, viz. four 
from the N., two from the N. £., seventeen from the S. W., ten 
from the N., nine from the N.W. Fourteen rainbows, eight of 
which were perfect with their proper colours. Sixteen solar halos. 
Fifteen lunar halos. Twenty lunar coronas* One lunar iris, 
and one coloured paraselene. Eighteen small meteors, and two 
large ones half the apparent size of the moon at her greatest 
altitude. Two aurorae borealcs, or northern lights. 

2. Luminous Meteor, 

Dr* Clarke of Cambridge has given an account of a large 
luminous meteor seen by himself and two other persons at 2 
o’clock p. m. on Friday, February 6th. It descended vertically 
from the zenith towards the horizon, in (he northern part of the 
hemisphere, and was very visible, though occurring in broad 
day-light, and opposed to the sun’s orb, which was at that time 
shining with great splendour in a cloudless sky. From the form 
of the meteor and its rapid vertical course, a fall of mailer from 
the atmosphere was expected. Dr. Clarke has ascribed its in¬ 
tense light to the heat evolved during its supposed formation in 
the solid statu from some aeriform source. 

The same meteor was seen at the same time, at Swaff'ham in 
Norf«‘lk; and it is remarkable, that n ^li^ht %huck of an earth¬ 
quake, accompanied with noises, was beard and felt at Coningby, 
Holdemess, and other places, on the same day* 
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3. Meteor, 

A beautiful meteor with a long train was observed at Camp- 
belTown, near Fort St. George, at 6 o'clock on Wednesday even¬ 
ing, January ^8th. The diameter of the ball appeared to be 
about one foot to the naked eye,and the length of the train about^ 
six feet. It proceeded in a course due east. 

4. Luminous Phenomenon, 

The following; phenomenon was observed nearArberg, in the 
kingdom of Wirtemberg. Several long luminous rays, pro¬ 
bably phosphoric, issued from the earth upwards, and after 
shedding brilliancy around them gradually grew paler and 
became extinct. 

5. Luminous Meteor, 

On Siintiay the 15th of February, at six o'clock in the even¬ 
ing, whilst a numberof the inhabitants of the town of Agen, 
in France, were collected together to view the ascent of a 
baloon, a luminous meteor similar to those called bolides 
appeared, and was observed by the whole of them. 

The sky was serene, the moon dimmed by clouds, aud the 
wind at south-east; a brilliant flash of lightning occurred, and 
a twisted luminous train was seen, which ascended obliquely, 
and appeared to lengthen from one end only. This pheno¬ 
menon disappeamd, and was succeeded by a contorted long 
white cloud, extending north and south. 

In four or five seconds this cloud gathered together, and 
then slowly divided into two parts, one of which remained 
nearly stationary, whilst the other moved off towards the 
north. A dull rolling sound was then heard similar to the noise 
of a carriage. The time which elapsed between the appearance 
of the lightning and the thunder, or noise, was very nearly 
two minutes and thirty seconds. 

These phenomena generally accompany the fldl of aerolites, 
but none have yet been found which had f^len on the present 
occasion. 

The cloud appeared at an angle of sixty-flve degrees nearly, 
and was observed for more than a quarter of an hour. It 
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moTed from east to west, as did the other clouds, but more 
rapidly. Monileur, Feb, Sl4th* 

6, fVaier~$pout, 

On Saturday March 7th, an immense watcr-spout de* 
acended at Stcnbury near "Whitwell, in the Isle of Wight. The 
weather was very stormy immediately before its fall, and for 
one half hour was in a continual terrific roar. The descent 
of the water was compared to the influx, of the sea, so great 
was its quantity, and destruction to those on the spot appeared 
inevitable. Walls were broken down, and cattle were carried 
away and dispersed. 

7 . Increase of a Glacier. 

The glacier of Ortlcr in the vicinity of Chiavenha in the 
Tyrol, has, notwithstanding the late moderate winter, in¬ 
creased in a very extraordinary degree. A stream which 
formerly ran from this glacier has ceased to flow since Mi¬ 
chaelmas 1817, and incessant subterraneous noises and .roar¬ 
ings which are heard from beneath the icc are attributed to 
the collection of waters witliin the glacier. Tfic glacier in the 
valley of Nandersberg has presented similar appearances, and 
great fears are entertained for the neighbouring country in 
both these places on the libei’ation of the confined waters on 
the ajiproach of summer. 

8. Earthquakes pn the Continent. 

During the storm which raged on the Q3rd of February 
over Provence and the northern part of Italy, many towns 
were thrown into great disorder by repeated shocks of earth¬ 
quakes. At Turin two shocks were felt, and at Genoa, Sa- 
vena, Alanco, and San Remo, they were repeated at intervals 
during two days, and at some towns several houses were 
injured. 

At Antibes in Provence the weather was very rough; a few 
minutes after seven in the evening of the 123rd, a tremendous 
rush of w ind took place, and then sank into a calm, a dull 
subterranean noise was heard, the sea suddenly dashed against 
the rocks, and in three seconds three oscillations of the earth 
were felt, proceeding from south-east to north-west. The 
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wind then rose, and the storm raged as before. At twelve 
o'clock a fresh shock was felt, and next morning near mid* 
day, another also, preceded by the same smothered rumbling 
noise. The shocks were felt throughout the whole of Provence, 
where no earthq^uake had been experienced for eleven years. 

9> Earthquake in France. 

A slight earthquake was felt at Marseilles on the 83d of 
February, at seven o'clock in the evening, and on the 84th, at 
eleven o'clock in the morning. The same phenomena occurred 
also on the 19th, at Roffach Soietz and Beffort in the Upper 
Rhine. 

On the 84th and 25th several shocks of earthquakes were 
felt at Var. 

10. Earthquake in England. 

A slight shuck of an earthquake was experienced at Co* 
ningby in Lincolnshire on the 6th of February, which lasted 
some seconds. A noise like the subterraneous firing of cannon 
was beard at the time, and the windows of the houses in the 
town were much shaken. At the same time a similar phe* 
nomenon was experienced at the cast end of Holderness, where 
the noise strongly resembled that of horses running away with 
a waggon, and it is said that the drivers of $cvei*al teams drew 
up to the road side to make way for what they supposed the 
cause of the sound. A gentleman, who with his servant and 
labourer, were in the neighbourhood of Trentfall, about fifty 
miles from Coningby, also heard the noise. It lasted about 
two minutes, and at first consisted of noises exactly resembling 
gun shots at equal distances of about a second, each loud and 
distinct, afterwards it fell away to a kind of grumbling, which 
gradually ceased. The noise appeared to shift in a direction 
from east towards the south. 

11. Earthquake in Greenland, 

A severe shock of an earthquake was experienced at Green* 
land in the night of the 82d of last November. Hekla was 
perfectly quiet at the time. 



130 


Mkcellaneom Intelligence. 


12. Extraordinary Fall of Rain, 

On the Slst of October, 1817, (the day the hurricane com¬ 
menced in the West Indies) at the Island of Grenada, with 
the wind west, and the barometer at 29*40, eight inches of 
rain fell in twenty<one hours, and the rivers rose thirty feet 
above their usual level. Ft uni the 20th of October to the 
90th of November, seventeen inches of rain fell. 

13. Magnetism applied as a Test for Iron. 

The third Number of the Annales des Mines contains a 
paper by M. Haiiy on the means of detecting ii’on in mineral, 
or other substances, by magnetism. Its presence is ascertained 
by the attraction of the substance, either iniiiiediately or after 
having lieen heated in the flame of a taper, on the luagnetic 
needle, but in order to make the etTect more sensible and evi¬ 
dent, M. Haiiy has taken advantage of the combined forces 
of the magnetism of the earth and of a bar magnet acting 
simultaneously on the needle. 

The needle should be of excellent steel, and highly mag¬ 
netic, its cap should be made of agate or rock crystal, and the 
point on which it move^ very flue. If such a neeedle be left to 
itself it will stand parallel to the magnetic meridian, in conse¬ 
quence of the forces exerted on it by the magnetic pcles of the 
earth, and if fiom any cause the needle is deflected IVoni this 
line, the force exerted upon it to bring it back to its first po¬ 
sition will be as the sine of the angle which the needle makes 
with the magnetic meridian. The power, therefore, which 
tends to return the needle to its first position, increases until it 
has pa.**sed through a quarter of a circle, and then decreases 
again, but the increase is in a decreasing ratio, and the de¬ 
crease in an increasing ratio; and supposing the needle to be 
moved through 90^ by nine successive additions of force, it 
would require the greatest addition, to move it from 0 to 10^, 
and the Kaat to move it from 80 to 90^; and then if the power 
which moved it from 80 to 90® carry it over that point, it 
would be more than auflivient to make it traverse the next 
quadrant, because the forces exerted by the earth's magnetism 
continually decrease. 
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In order to take advantage of this circumstance, let the 
needle be influenced only by the earth's magnetism, it will 
stand parallel to the magnetic; meridian; then if the south 
pole of a bar magnet be approached towards the similar pole 
of the needle, the bar being in a line with the needle, a repul¬ 
sion will take place, and the needle will deviate until the 
repelling power of the bar and the attractive force of the 
earth on it, are equal to each other. This may have set the 
needle at. an angle of 30^ with its meridian ; then by approxi¬ 
mating the bar, the effect belonging to it will be increased, 
and the direction of the needle will become more oblique. By 
adjusting the bar in this way, the needle may be placed and 
retained in a position very nearly at right angles with its first 
direction ; and then as the power of the earth on the needle 
increases but very little from the 80* or 85* to 90°, and after¬ 
wards diminishes, a small force will make it pass the 90*> 
and once beyond that point it will continue to move until its 
position is completely reversed. 

The time of applying a mineral or other substances sup* 
posed to contain iron to the needle, is then when it is nearly 
at right angles with the magnetic meridian; because an effect 
will be produced there by a force many times smaller than 
that necessary to produce a similar effect on a needle unin- 
fiuenced, except by the earth’s magnetism. 

M. Haiiy found that in this way effects were produced on 
the needle by bodies that in common circumstances appeared 
to have no action, as haematite, the carbonate, phosphate, 
chromate, and arseniate of iron, ferriferous carbonate of lime, 
garnet, peridot, &c.; and he observes that this extension of 
chai*acter by means of double magnetism may be usefully em¬ 
ployed, in the description of ferriferous minerals. Aa the 
garnet and peridot are the only gems of their own colour 
that have been observed to affect the needle, this character 
may be combined with their physical properties to distinguish 
them, and other stones, when cut into arbitary forms by the 
lapidary. 
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14. Jlforfichtni*« lExperiment in MagneHsm. 

Mr. Playfair appears to have made with success whilst at 
Rome, the doubtful experiment of Dr. Morrichini on the com¬ 
munication of magnetism to a steel needle by the violet rays 
of the solar beam. The arrangement of the apparatus was in 
the old form, and the time requiredi to produce the effect was 
55 minutes. _ 

III. Natural History. 

§ 1. Botamt. 

X. Native Country of the Potatoe, 

Don Jose Pavon» the celebrated author of the Flora Peru¬ 
viana, who resided many years in South America, says, “The 
Solaiium tuberosum grows wild in the environs of Lima, in 
Peru, and 14 leagues from Lima, on the coast. I have also 
found it wild in the kingdom of Chili." The Indians cultivate 
it in great abundance in Peru and Oiili, and call it Papas. 
It is said also to have been found in the forests near Santa 
de Bagota. 

2. Mder Tree, 

The Earl of Carlisle has an alder tree now growing on ins 
estate in Cumberland, which, about three feet above the 
ground, is more than nine feet in circumference. His Lord- 
ship has also in Geltsdale Forest, three distinct species of trees 
growing out of one common solid trunk. A common ash, a 
mountain ash, and an alder. 


§ 2. Mineralogy, Geology, &c» 

1. Pargasite^ a new Mineral, 

A new mineral, called Pargasite has been sent to this coun¬ 
try from Finland. It was found some years ago at the village 
of Ersby, near Abo. 

It ia of a green colour; is translucent and transparent. Its 
crystals are of various sizes, from an inch downwards. Its 
form is an octohedron, with a rhomboidal base. It has three 
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cleavages. It is harder than fluor spar* but is scratched by 
quartz. It also scratches glass. Specific gavity 3.11. It 
melts before the blow pipe into a mass of a pearly white 
lustre. 

The following are given as the proportions of its consti- 
tuents. 


Silex, 

42.01 

Magnesia, • 

18.27 

Lime, 

14.28 

Alumina, 

14.08 

Oxide of iron, 

3.52 

-— manganese. 

1.02 

Oxide of a metal not investigated. 

33 

Fluoric acid and water. 

3.9 

Loss, 

2.59 


100 . 


2. Imirument to distinguish Minerals, 

Or. Brewster has lately constructed an instrument for dis¬ 
tinguishing the precious stones from each other, and from 
artificial imitations of them, even when they are set in such a 
manner that no light can be transmitted through any of their 
surfaces. 'I'lic same instrument may be employed to distin¬ 
guish all minerals tliat have a small portion of their surface 
polished either naturally or artificially. The application of the 
instrument is so simple, that any person, however ignorant. Is 
capable of using it. 

3. Silicated Ht/drate of Alumine. 

A combination of alumine, silex, and water has been found 
native by M. Lelihvre, and lately analysed. It was discovered 
in 1786, in the gallery of a lead mine, on the bank of the river 
Ou, in the i’yr6n6es. It is opaque and white, but sometimes 
slightly yellow or gr^n. In its natural situation it was soft, 
and perpetually moistened by a small stream of water. When 
dry, the fracture was resinous. It barely scratched carbonate 
of lime, adhered to the tongue, and put into water absorbed 
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about i of its weight. Heated, it became friable and light, 
and lost 40 per cent. It "was infusible before the blow pipe. 
When acted on by acids, it assumed a gelatinous appearance. 
An analysis by M. Berthier gave, 


Alumine, 

41.5 

Silex in combination, 

15 

Water, 

40.5 


100 


It has been named Silicated Hydrate of Alumine (alumine 
hydrat^e silicif^re). 

4. Native Copper. 

An enormous mass of native copper has been found in North 
America by M. Francis le Baron, of the United Sates. It was 
discovered in the bed of the river Onatanagan, and measures 12 
feet round at one end, and 14 feet at the other. It is siip{)osed 
to have been detached from some distant source, and brouaht by 
the force of the waters to its present situation. The pieces 
that have been taken from it appear to be very pure ; they are 
extremely ductile, malleable, and capable of being highly 
polished. 

5. FosriZ Bone of a Whale* 

Part of the jaw bone of a whale was dug up a short time 
since, in Roydon gravel pit, near Diss. It measured 20 inches 
in girth, but was not above nine inches long. The outside was 
penetrated by lapideous matter, but the inside was similar in 
every thing to recent bone, except in the colour, which had been 
g^ven it by the stratum in which it lay. Its present form and 
appearance are attributed to the attrition it is supposed to have 
suffered at former times. The ends are so worn that they 
teem rather artificial than natural. 

6. Remains of a Mammoth* 

A fisherman of Fbilipsbourg, on the Rhine, lately drew up 
in his net the fbot and the omoptaie of a mammoth. These 
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curious remains were sent to the King; of Baden’s Cabinet of 
Natural Historj at Carlsruhe. 

§ 3. Medicine, &c, 

1. Bite of the Adder. 

Dr. Leslie, in a communication to the Medical Journal, 
describes a case in which ammonia was successful in prevent¬ 
ing the effects of the bite of an adder. Travelling in the 
North of England, he stopped to give assistance to a poor man 
who, having laid down on the grass to sleep, had been bitten. 
From experience of the beneficial effects of ammonia in India, 
in cases of the bites of different snakes. Dr. Leslie procured 
some spirits of hartshorn, and gave about a drachm of it, mix¬ 
ed with about half an ounce of gin, and a little water. The 
effect was very sudden. In ten or fifteen minutes the patient’s 
eyes became more bright, his pulse fuller and stronger, and 
his countenance altogether more cheerful; and by the repeti¬ 
tion of the same dose as above stated, in about the space of an 
hour and a half, he appeared perfectly recovered. Another 
dose was left to be taken at ten o'clock at niglit, and in the 
morning he said he was quite well, except a little numbness 
and weakness in the arm; the third day after he returned to 
his work. 


^2. Cure for the Hydrophobia, 

Dr. W. Rittmeister, of Powlowsk, Finland, has collected 
together a number of striking cases, and also several authori¬ 
ties, by which he endeavours to prove that blood when drank is 
a remedy for the hydrophobia, even when the symptoms have 
become very marked. When a man or an animal has been 
bitten by a rabid dog, wolf, or other creature, it is the custom 
in those parts to kill the diseased animal and give its blood to 
drink to those that have been bitten ; they remain in health, 
and the wounds arc treated in the common way. 

It is further said, in a letter from Dr. Stockman, in White 
Russia, to Dr. Rittmeister, that the blood of the person or 
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Miiina l bitten is sufficient to prevent the effect of the poison ; 
the little finger of the left hand is opened by a needle or lancet* 
and a small quantity of blood being received is drank, some* 
times being previously mixed with other things. 'The country 
people in Dr. Stockman's neighbourhood, when a dog of theirs 
is bitten by a rabid animal, cut his tail to make it bleed, and 
the dog by licking it saves himself from death. - 

The paper of Dr. Rittmeister is published in the 2nd Num¬ 
ber of the Hamburgh Medical Repository. 

3. Russkm Remedy for Hydrophobia, 

** Take a good sized root of Alisma plantago and two or 
three small ones, pound or reduce them all into a very fine 
powder, which spread on a piece of buttered bread and give to 
the patient. Two doses, or three at most, are sufficient to era¬ 
dicate the virulency of the poison, let it be ever so violent, even 
if the patient be already in the worst state, so as to be afraid of 
water. The efficacy of this root cures also animals bitten by 
mad dogs, and even mad dogs themselves. During the last 
25 years this remedy has not once failed, but has uniformly 
been a sure means of successfully restoring every person to 
their former health without any had consequences afterwards, 
even those who from the violence of the poison rushed upon 
people and bit them ; which facts are particularly ascertained 
in tl^c government of Tsola. 

The plant may be gathered during the whole of the summer, 
but it operates more efficaciously if gathered at the latter end 
of August, the roots of it being taken up and washed clean 
IVom mud or other earthy matter, must be dried.** (Trans- 
latedfrom the Russian^ a$ communicated in a letter to Sir Walter 
Parquhar^ 
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Geitbbal Lxtbratubb, and Miscbblamboui Communi¬ 
cations. 

1. Andent ManuscripU* 

A Neapolitan Abb6, Janelli, has discovered in the Royal 
Library at Naples, a manuscript of Dracontius, a poet of the 
5th centuiy. It contains ten small poems hitherto unknown, 
upon mythological subjects. 

2. Ancient Tomb. 

In clearing the site for the erection of a new church at 
Dunfermline, a tomb has been discovered, which is supposed to 
be that of Robert Bruce, King of Scotland. A trough of 
polished stone contains the skeleton. The body, which b six 
feet two inches in length, appears to have been wrapped in 
fine damask interwoven with gold, of which some fragments 
remain. 

3. Ancient Suhterranaan Apartments, 

About the middle of February, some men in the employment 
of Sir W. Hicks, Bart., while digging up the roots of an old ash 
tree, which they were employed to fell, at Cooper’s hill, about 
four miles from Gloucester, came to a large stone that excited 
their curiosity. On removing it, they discovered a flight of 
steps leading to an apartment, in the centre of which was a 
cistern about a yard square; in clearing the room, the skulls 
of a buffalo and a bullock, with horns complete, and the re¬ 
mains of a fire place, with a quantity of wood ashes were like¬ 
wise found. A fortnight afterwards, four more apartments 
were discovered, in one of which is a very curious tesselated 
pavement (the tessera are cubes of about half an inch), also 
the remains of several urns and figured tiles of Roman pot¬ 
tery. The walls of one of the apartments, and also the pas¬ 
sages, arc painted in fresco, with alternate stripes of purple* 
yellow, and scarlet, all of which are beautifully shaded and 
curiously ornamented with scrolls and a border. These inter- 
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esting remains of antiquity have probably existed for upwards 
of 17 centuries. 

4. Site of the Temple of Concord at Rome, 

The site of the ancient Temple of Concord at Rome, appears 
at last to be fixed with a considerable degree of probability. 
The Abbe Carlofea, in the Diario Romano, supposes it to have 
existed in the middle of the place which is before the Temple 
of Jupiter Xonnant, i. c. between the Arch of Septimus Severua 
and the Capitol. His proofs are besides the occurrence of 
many sculptured remains, various inscriptions which have been 
found on the spot relating to the temple ; and he still farther 
supports his opinion, by shewing its accordance with the de¬ 
scriptions gpven of that temple by antient writers. 

5. Ancient Model <f Meafures. 

A model has been discovered at Pompeii, which served to fix 
the measures both for solids and fluids. It consists of larger and 
smaller cylinders, with inscriptions. There is an inscription on 
the outside of the stone, which states, that it was made by order 
of the Decemvirs. M. Romanelii has recognized the measures, 
mentioned by the Roman authors, under the names of Mouinsr 
Semimodius, Trimodius, Amphora, Congius, liemina, Libra, 
and Quartarius. This valuable relic is deposited in the Mu- 
seum at Portici. 

6 . Ancient Coin, 

An ancient gold coin was some little time since found by a 
labourer in Holland Park. It is in excellent preservation, is 
considered as a British coin, and supposed to be from the mint 
of Cassibelan or Cunobclin, a monarch who reigned about 50 
years before the Christian aera. The impression on it is that 
of an ear of corn. It is the property of Mr. P, Turner of £ast- 
hothly, who a short time since possessed a similar coin, found 
10 the same place. 

. 7» Haches de Pierre* 

There have been found iu France, at various times, portica- 
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Jarly in the departments of Indre and Loire, and de la Vienne, 
certain implements formed of sfone, which have been called 
kiuht'y Cr M, l^uirochvt desciibes their form as being 

that ol ai: ncute i->o8celi‘N triangle, having the summit removedt 
and the base being fomed into a cutting edge* Their length 
is Irom 5 to 8 inches, their width from 2j to 4 inches, and 
thc^ appiar to ha\e been funned by friction on a larger rough 
stone. The htone of which they aie formed, is generally silice¬ 
ous, a while opaque quaitz, but some aie of basalt, and a very 
few of jasper; and it is to be observed, that the two latter sub. 
stances are not found naturally in the department of Indre 
and Loire, where the implements formed of them arc must fre¬ 
quently met with* 

From the absence of all asperity or projection on the surface 
of these haches, it is concluded that they weie not furnished 
with handles, but held immediately in the hand. They are sup¬ 
posed to have been used for domestic purposes as well as iu war. 
Historical information retraces the stale of this country as lar 
back as to the foundation of Marseilles, by the Phoc6ens, in 
(he year 5pO B. C. an inteival of more than 3400 j^ears from 
the present time; but as the Gauls are supposed to have been to 
a certain degree civilized at that time, so much ^o, as to have 
had a knowledge of the metals, and their applications to the 
formation of useful instruments, and missile weapons, the age 
of these ancient stone implements is supposed to be at least 
3000 years. 

S, Commerce, 

The following extraordinary exportation (deduced from a cal* 
culation) in two articles only, has taken place at Liverpool, be¬ 
tween the lOtii of October and the 5th of January last: 

Of cotton stuffs - 24,865,335 yards 

Of cotton stockings - 380,244 pair 

The amount of c.xporls for these two months in these ar¬ 
ticles alone, averaging cottons at one shilling per yard, and 
stockings at two shillmgs per pair, is 1,279,791 pounds three 
shillings. 


VoL. V. 


L 
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9* On ike Use of Salt in feeding Cattle, 

Lord Somerville attributes the health of his flock of 203 Me¬ 
rino sheep, which he purchased in Spain, principally to the use 
which he has made of salt for the last seven years on his farm. 
These sheep having been accustomed to the use of salt in 
their native land, his Lordship considered, that in this damp 
climate, and in the rich land of Somersetshire, it would be abso¬ 
lutely necessary to supply them with it regularly, A ton of salt 
is used annually for every 1000 sheep; a handful is put in the 
morning, on a flat stone or slate, ten of which set a few yards 
apart are enough for 100 sheep, 'fwice a week has been usually 
found sufficient. Of a flock of near 1000, there were not ten 
old sheep which did not take kindly to it, and not a single lamb 
which did not consume it greedily. Salt is likewise a preventive 
of disorders in stock fed with rank green food, as clover or tur* 
nips, and it is deemed a specific for the rot. 

10. Litkovasa, 

The Oolite or freestone found at Bath, is very soft and 
porous, is easily penetrated by, and absorbs a considerable quan¬ 
tity of water. It 1ms of late been formed into wine-coolers and 
butter jars in place of the common buiscuit ware, and from the 
facility with which the water passes through it^ so as to admit of 
evaporation at the surface, it succeeds very well. The most in¬ 
genious application of this stone is in, the formation of circular 
pyramids, having a number of grooves cut one above the other on 
its surface; these pyramids are soaked in water, and a small hole 
made in the centre filled ; salad seed is then sprinkled in the 
grooves, and being supplied with water from the stone, vege¬ 
tates, and in the course of some days produces a crop of 
salad ready to be placed on the table. Ilie hole should be 
filled with water daily, and when one crop is plucked, the seeds 
are brushed out and another sown. They are sold at 448, 
Strand, 

11. African Eapedition. 

A letter from Sierra Leone, mentions the return to that place 
of the scientifle expedition fur exploring the interior of Africa. 
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Tliey were completely unsuccessful, having advanced only about 
150 miles into the interior from Rio Nunez* Their progress was 
thenstopped by a chief of the country, and af\er unavailing endea¬ 
vours for the space of four months to obtain liberty to proceed, 
they abandoned the enterprize and returned* Nearly all the ani¬ 
mals perished. Several officers died, and but one piivate, be¬ 
sides one drowned, of about 200. Captain Cambell died two days 
after their return to Rio Nunez, and was buried in the same spot 
where Major Pcddtc and one of his officers were buried on their 
advance. 

12 . Saxon Piece of Antiquity, 

A letter from J. D. Strutt, ICsq. to the Editor of the Annals 
of Philosophy, describes a large block of stone which was dis- 
covcied a few months ago in lowering Chaddesden Hill, about 
a mile to the east of Derby. The stone measures about two feet 
ill length, 20 inches in width and 14 inches in height, and weighs 
about 4 hundred weight and a half. It has the appearance of 
nn ii regular rounded boulder, and consists of greenstone inter¬ 
spersed with hornblende. It is hard, and quite unlike any scone 
found in the neighbourhood. A number of bones were found 
beneath it. It is supposed that this stone had been placed in this 
situation by the Saxons to mark the boundary between the bo¬ 
rough of Derby and Chaddesden, and that it had been selected 
and brought from some distance, from its dissimilarity to any stone 
found in the neighbourhood. The bones arc imagined to be 
those of the animal sacrificed at the setting up of this mark. 

13. Pint Arte at Rome, 

Late accounts from Rome notice the encrcasing attention and 
encouragement given to the fine arts in that city. The Cheva¬ 
lier 'rhorwaldson is employed in restoring the last of the statues 
of i^gina. These chefs d'oeuvre have filled him with the ambi¬ 
tion of himself producing a %ure of Hope in tho antique style. 
Count Sommariva, one of the richest protectors of the arts in 
Europe, has given Thorwaldson an order to execute for him in 
marble, The Entrance of Alexander into Babylon, upon the 

L2 
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design of that which is so much admired in stucco at the Palace 
of Monte Cavallo. Canova has now finished the group of Love 
and a Nymph, which the Prince Regent of Englaiivl ordered of him. 
Ihe Neapolitan Minister^ the iMarquis de Foscaldi, has caused 
three frescos of Dominiquin, which were in the two dark cham¬ 
bers and in a Portico of the Palace Farnese, to be transferred to 
canvas—an operation which perfectly succeeded. 

14. Antiquities. 

Letter from Odessa, January 27 th.—Archaeology is indebted 
to the Count de Langeron, Governor General of New Russia, for 
several interesting discoveries in the Ancient Panticiipa^um, now 
KerlcA, formerly the capital of the European stales of Mithri- 
dates, where a seat hewn in a rock is still known bj' tradition as 
tho tfcaf of I^JithridateSm After some excavations made by order 
of his Excellency in some of the tombs or tumuli^ several ancient 
vases of diderent dimensions were found, some of which are of the 
finest workmanship, and in excellent preservation, with various 
small busts and remains of ancient statues, utensils, rings, re¬ 
mains of ancient armour, offering to the learned many oppor¬ 
tunities of research relative to a country which may be called 
classic, now making part of the empire of Russia. Count de 
Lnngeron is endeavouring to determine the situation of the an¬ 
cient temple of Diana, so celebrated in the history of Iphigcnia 
and Orestes, and also to verify upon the spot the description of 
Strabo. These researches have proved, from the precision and 
•exactness with which the environs of the temple are described, 
that it must have stood about 104 stadia or six French leagues 
from the old city of Imbermann (the Ctenos of Strabo) at 20 versts 
from the new city of Svastopol, and near the circuit of the an- 
cientand immense Chersonesian Hcracleote, in the narrow streets 
of which a passage has been effected from 10 to 15 versts in a 
right line, and where are still to be seen the remains of several 
temples and other public buildings. The promontory'on which 
the ancient Temple stood, is 800 yards above the level of the 
6oa. Near some rocks at its base are some vast and deep caverns, 
which, if we arc to admit the truth of an episode in the history 
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of Ipbigcnia, may have served as a refuge for Pylades and his 
companions. Traces of a road are still seen, which went from 
these caverns in the direction of the temple. The aspect of these 
savage regions, whence, on one side, nothing is perceivable but the 
sea, and on the other the horizon, is bounded by the black and 
barren mountains of BHlachava (the ancient and could 

not but augment the regrets or Iphigunia on finding herself se¬ 
parated for ever from the fine country of Argolis, where she was 
born. Several medals of the ancient Kings of the Bosphorus 
have been found. 


15. ^Indent Remains. 

A letter from Largs in Scotland, dated January 27th, says 
that *' In digging below one of the cairns of stone in the new 
town of Largs, south of the village, the site of the famous 
battle between Alexander III. King of Scotland and Haco 
King of Norway, there were lately found two urns made of 
coarse clay, apparently in a half burned state, and filled with 
bones evidently human. What is remarkable, is, that to all 
appearance the bodies had been burned, as part of them 
have that appearance, and were in small pieces. The length 
of the one urn was about eighteen inches, the other about a 
foot, both coarsely ornamented. The mouth of the largest was 
turned downwards and placed upon a smooth bit of Jreestone, 
the other had tlie mouth upwards, and was covered also with 
a piece of stone. A piece of metal, apparently brass, was 
found in the largest, about three inches in length and one 
broad, and appeared to be some part of the armour. In dig¬ 
ging the foundations in the above ground, several small stone 
coffins w'ere found, many of them containing bones which ap¬ 
peared to hare been burned. 

16. Roman Coins, 

Whilst some workmen were digging about a fortnight ago, 
in a field belonging to Mr. Wickated of Charlton in Cheshire, 
they found, about three feet below the surface, a broken Ro¬ 
man vase containing various coins of the Emperors Valerian 
and Posthuiiius. 
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17* discovered in the earth i* Africa. 

A singular discovery has been made in the south of Africa, 
about ten miles north of Cape Town. Whilst digging in 
the earth a piece of timber was found buried, which on 
being traced, led to the complete disinterment of a ship, or 
other large vessel that was buried some feet beneath the sur¬ 
face. The wood is in excellent preservation, and appears to 
he cedar. A more complete account of this extraordinary 
circumstance is shortly expected. 

18. Venus de Medicis. 

The statue which was made by Canova to replace the ori¬ 
ginal Venus de Medicis in the gallery at Florence, when re¬ 
moved by the French to Paris, is now in the possession of the 
Marquis of Lansdown. It is considered as one of the finest 
works of Canova, and C(j[ual in beauty to the original. The 
ancient Venus has been restored to Florence, and is now in the 
Palazzo Pitti. 

19. Roman Villa in Oxfordshire. 

The Koman Villa which exists near Storicsfield, about eleven 
miles from Oxford, was first brought into Jiotice by the Rev. 
Mr. Brown in the year ISIG. Since that time various and 
extensive discoveries have been made by that gentleman, and 
the Duke of Marlborough, on whose grounds tliese remains 
of ancient times are situated. The building encloses a space 
of about three acres, and the peristyle on every side of the 
quadrangle is very evident. The divisions of forty-seven 
rooms are easy to be distinguished. The pavements, which are 
tesselated, are in excellent prescrvatioji, and one of the large 
rooms is quite perfect. The variety of the tessera and tiie 
accuracy with which they are arranged and connected is very 
remarkable. The larger rooms seem to be about thirty feet long 
by twenty-five'wide, and this proportion of length to breadth 
is generally preserved, a smaller one is exactly twenty-eight 
feet by twenty-four. The baths have been completely cleared 
out, and the hypocaust and flues by which they were warmed, 
apparently in a way very similar to that adopted in modern 
hot-houses, are apparent* 
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Nothing has yet been discovered that 6xes with any degree 
of certainty the date of this place* but some coins of Constan¬ 
tine the Great have been collected. Those parts which are 
exposed to the air, and particularly the pavements, have been 
covered over with earth during the winter, to preserve them 
from the effects of frost, which is extremely injurious by loos¬ 
ening the small pieces of which they are made 

20. Antiquities i» EgypU 

In a letter from Egypt it is stated that the attempt to re¬ 
move the colossal bust of Memnon from amidst the ruins of 
Thebes, made in the course of last year, had perfectly sue* 
ceeded. It had been conveyed to Alexandria, where it was 
embarked for Malta, for the purpose of being brought to Eng¬ 
land. The bust is described as consisting of a single piece of 
granite, and the weight is computed at fourteen tons. Several 
excavations were made at the place, and a row of sphinxes of 
black marble with the bodies of lions and womeffs heads dis¬ 
covered; they were beautifully sculptured, and several of them 
quite perfect. Also a statue of Jupiter, of cream coloured 
marble. On commencing a second scries of excavations after 
the bust had been conveyed to Alexandria, a beautiful colossal 
head of Osiris was discovered, one of the arms was also found, 
which measured eleven feet. After working for twenty days, 
a temple was opened containing fourteen large chambers, 
including a spacious hall, in which were found eight colossal 
statues thirty feet high, all standing, and quite perfect. Four 
others were found in the sanctuary. The walls were covered 
with hieroglyphics, A small statue of Jupiter found in the 
great hall, and two lions with ox heads were brought from 
thence to be conveyed to England. 

21. Height of Adam's Peak. 

Taking into account the equatorial correction for the dimi¬ 
nution of the weight of mercury in the barometer. Dr. Davy 
has ascertained the height of Adam's Peak to be nearly 6500 
feet. 
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29. New Alcnli. 

We understand that Professor Berzelius has sent an account 
to this country of a new alcali having been discovered in 
Sweden. 

The discover has also ascertained the existence of a new 
inflammable body. 

23. 

A work containing coloured figures of the six known spe** 
cies of Strelitzia is preparing for publication from the admi¬ 
rable drawings by Mr. Francis Bailer. The work is to consist 
of sixteen plates in large folio, and they are coloured with the 
greatest care, and nearly as possible resemble the original 
designs which have been so long admired in the splendid col* 
Section of Mr. Baiier’a Drawings in the possession of Sir Joseph 
Banks. The work is to consist of four numbers, eac h containing 
four plates. We have seen three of the plates which are 
already executed, and have no hesitation in pronouncing them 
superior to any coloured figures of flowers in any published 
work. 


Some o)ni$sions in the List of If^ines given in the last Number will be found 
rectified in the following TablCy exhibiting the average Quantiiij of Spi- 
rii (alcohol) in different Kinds (f l^ine. By W. T.Bhande. Esq, 
See, it. S. d-c 


Pioportion of 
Spirit per cent, 
by nicaserc. 


1. Lissa.26,47 

Ditto.24,35 

Average 25,41 

2. Raisin wine.26,40 

Ditto .20,77 

Ditto .23.20 

Average 25,12 

3. Marsala. 4 26,03 

Ditto .25.05 

Average 25,09 


Proportion of 
Sj>irit per cent* 
by uicftBurc. 


4. Port.25,83 

Ditto.24,29 

Ditto. 23,71 

Ditto. 23.39 

Ditto.22,30 

Ditto.21,40 

Ditto.19.00 

Average 22.96 

6. Madeira ..24,42 

Ditto.23,1U 
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ProporlioTi of 
Spirit |icr cent. 
hy measure. 


5. Madeira (Sercial).^1,40 

Ditto.19,24 

Average S2,27 

6. Currant wine .20,55 

7. Sherry .19,81 

Ditto .19,83 

Ditto . 18.79 

Ditto .18,25 

Average 19,17 

8. TcncrifFe .19,79 

' 9. Colares . 19,75 

10. Lachryma Christi •••• 19,70 

11. Constant la, white •••• 19,75 

1 2. Ditto, red . 18.92 

1.3. Lisbon .18.94 

14. Malaga (16G6*) .13,94 

15. Buccllas. 18,49 

10. Ued Madeira.22,30 

Ditto. 18,40 

Average 20,35 

17. Cape Muschat . 18,25 

18. Cape Madeira .22,94 

Ditto .20,50 

Ditto.18,11 

Average 20,51 

10. Cii-ape wine.18,11 

20. Calcavella . 19,20 

Ditto... J8,10 

Average 18,65 

21. ViJonia. 19,25 

22. Alba Flora. )7',26 

23. Malaga . 17,26 


21, ITOteIlcrniitage .... 17,43 

♦ See vul. i. p. 


Proportion of 
Spirit per cent, 
by measure. 


25. Rousillon .19,00 

Ditto.17.26 

Average 16,13 

26. Claret Chateau Margot 17*11 

Ditto..16.32 

Ditto Lafite.14,08 

Ditto.12.91 

Average 15,10 

27. Malmsey Madeira ••••• 16,40 

28. Lunel. 15,52 

29. Sheraaz.15,52 

30. Syracuse. 15,28 

31. Sauteme.14,22 

32. Burgundy.... • 16,60 

Ditto.15,22 

Ditto..14,53 

Ditto.11,95 

Average 14,57. 

33. Hock.14,37 

Ditto. 13,00 

Ditto (old in cask) • •.. 8,88 

Average 12,08 

34. Nice. 14,63 

35. Barsac.13,86 

36. Tent... 3*..13,30 

37. Champagne (still).13,S0 

Ditto (sparkling) •. • • 12,80 

Ditto (red) .12.56 

Ditto (ditto) . 11,30 

Average 12,61 

38. Red Hermitage.12,32 

39. Via de Grave. 13,94 


, of this Journal. 
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Proportion ofl 
Spirit per centj 
by measure. 


39. Vin dc Grave*. .. 19,80 

Average 13,37 

40. Frontignac .12,79 

41. Cote Rotie ..12,32 


42. Gooseberry wine 11,84 

43. Orange wine,—average 
of six samples made 
by a London manufac¬ 


turer.11,26 

44. Tokay . 9,86 

45. Elder wine . 8,79 

46. Cyder, highest average 9,87 
Ditto lowest ditto..... .5,21 

47. Perry, average of four 

samples .. 7,26 

48 Mead . 7,32 


Proportion of 
Spirit per cent, 
by measure. 


49. Ale (Burton). 8,88 

Ditto (Edinburgh) ... 6,20 
Ditto (Dorchester) .. 5,56 

Average 6,87 
Ditto (Lincolnshire) see 

page 124 ..10,84 

Ditto (ditto). 9,85 

50. Brown stout . 6,80 

51. London Porter (average) 4,20 

52. Ditto small beej' (ditto) 1,28 

53. Brandy . 53,39 

54. Rum . 53,68 

55. Gin .51,60 

56. Scotch Whiskey . 54,32 

57 . Irish ditto . 53,90 


58. Hollands (genuine)....56,00 


Art. XVII. l^arrativt of an Exptdition to txplore the 
River Zaire, mmlly called the Congo, in 1816, under 
the direciion of Captain Tuckey, puhlhhed by permimon 
of the Lords Commisssoners of the Admiralty. — Murray, 
1818. 

Our knowledge of the continent of Africa has in no wise 
kept pace with our encreased and eucreasing knowledge 0 ^ 
the other parts of the globe, and although we may have ob¬ 
tained more precise information respecting the outline of its 
coasts than the ancients, it may be doubted whether their 
knowledge of the interior did not surpass ours. The object 
of the voyage, the narrative of which has been just published, 
was planned and undertaken with the view, and in the hope 
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of solving the great geographical problem respecting the 
Niger, which has for a considerable time excited the attention 
of the scientific world. We are indebted for the greater part of 
what is known respecting tlie interior regions of Africa to the 
Arabian writers of the middle ages, and the information of 
Arabian travellers of our own times ; after these the Portu¬ 
guese were the first Europeans who penetrated beyond the coast 
into the interior, and they probably collected much informa¬ 
tion ; but it was the policy of that nation to conceal what 
they discovered till it has been lost even to themselves. The 
Portuguese followed the Arabian writers in describing the 
course of the Niger as flowing from east to west, which Hero¬ 
dotus hud learned nearly 20 centuries before to flow in a con- 
ti*ary flircction, but this question was at last completely 
set at rest by Mr. Park ; but another question respecting this 
great river remains to be solved,—where is its termination ? 
As ancient authorities had pointed out tiie true direction of 
tlic stream, it was but fair to allow them credit for a know¬ 
ledge of its termination. In tlie examination of this part of 
the question, by Major Rcnnell, the authorities of the Arabi an 
writers arc weighed ami compared with the geogiaphy of 
Ptolemy; and after u close and accurate investigation of the 
various statements of ancient and modern authorities, and a 
train of reasoning clear and argumentative, the result of the 
enquiry apjiears to be, th.it tlie Niger loses itself in the exten¬ 
sive lakes or swamps of Wangara; an hypothesis, which was 
supposed to have the merit of falling in pretty nearly with 
the termination of tliat. jiver, as assigned to it by Ptolemy, in 
what he called the Libya Palus, which lake, however, Ptolemy 
only says, is formed by the Niger. In addition to this coinci¬ 
dence, tlii re were also negative proofs of the disappearance of 
the Niger in the interior regions of Africa. It could not, for 
instance, lie a branch of the Egyptian Nile, as the Arabs gene¬ 
rally contend, for the two reasons adduced by Major Kennell; 
first, because of the difference of level; the Nile, according to 
Bruce’s nicadurement by the barometer, passing over a country 
whose surface is very considerably higher {ban the sink of 
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North Africa, through which the Niger is stated to flow. Se¬ 
condly, because the Nile of Egypt, in this case, must necessa¬ 
rily be kept up at the highest pitch of its inundation for a long 
time after that of the Niger, which is well known to be con¬ 
trary to the fact^' .Neither was it probable, that its waters 
were discharged into the sea on any part of the eastern coast, 
there being no river of magnitude on the whole extent of that 
coast, from Cape Guardafui to Cape Corientea, The hypothesis 
therefore, of the dispersion and evaporation of the waters of 
the Niger, in lakes of an extended surface, was the most plau¬ 
sible, and perhaps the more readily adopted, as it fell in with 
ancient opinion. 

The stream of this mysterious river being now traced with 
certainty from west to east as far as Tombuctoo, so little sus¬ 
picion seems to have been entertained of the probability pf its 
making a circuitous course to the sea on the western coast, 
near to which it has its source, that the examination of this 
side of Africa seems entirely to have been left out of the ques¬ 
tion. But when Park was preparing for his second expedition 
to explore the furtlier course of this river, it was suggested, 
that the Congo or Zaire, which flows into the Southern At¬ 
lantic about the sixth degree of south latitude, might be the 
outlet of the Niger ; and as this suggestion came from Mr. 
Maxwell,* who, in the capacity of an African trader, had not 
only become well acquainted*with the lower part of the river, 
but had actually made a survey of it, the idea was warmly es¬ 
poused by Park, who, in a memoir addressed to Lord Camden, 
previous to his departure from England, assigns his reasons 
for becoming a convert to this hypothesis; and adds, that if 
this should turn out to be the fact, ** considering it in a com¬ 
mercial point of view, it is second only to the discovery of the 
Cape of Good Hope; and in a geographical point of view, it 


* Mens. Malte le Brun (Geograp. Uaiverselle) states this conjec¬ 
ture to have originally been made by M. Seetzen more than sixteen 
years sioc^ but was afterwards abandoned by him. Corresp. Geo. 
et Astron. de Mods. Zacht v. 860. 
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is certainly the greatest discovery that remains to be made in 
this world.*’ 

Major Renncllp however, gave Park no encouragement to 
hope for the confirmation of this hypothesis. But the im¬ 
pression which the tacts stated by Mr. Maxwell, and his rea¬ 
soning on those.facts, had made on Park’s mind previous 
to his leaving England, so far from being weakened, appear 
to have gathered strength on his second progress down 'the 
river; and it can hardly be doubted that the unknown ter¬ 
mination of the stream, and of his own journey, was the 
unceasing object of his anxious enquiries; the result of which 
was, as we are told by his biographer, that ** he adopted Mr. 
Maxwell’s sentiments relative to the termination of the Niger 
in their utmost extent, and persevered in that opinion to the 
end of his life ;** but it was not the fate of that adventurous 
traveller, to ascertain the truth or falsity of Mr. Maxwell’s 
hypothesis, and the termination of the Niger and the source of 
the Congo are still unknown. It is only surprising that a 
river of that magnitude and description which belong to the 
Congo, should not, long before now, have claimed a more 
particular attention. It is true the first notice of this river is 
but vaguely given; Diego Cam, in proceeding down the 
coast, observed a strong current setting from the land, the 
waters of which were discoloured, and when tasted found to 
be fresh. These circumstances led him to conclude, that he 
was not far from some nnghty river, which conclusion was 
soon confirmed by a nearer approach. He named it the Congo, 
as that was the name of the country through which it flowed, 
but he afterwards found that the natives called it the Zaire; 
two names which, since that time, have been used indiscrimi¬ 
nately by Europeans. It now appears that Zaire is the gene¬ 
ral appellative for any great river, like the Kile in North 
Africa, and the Ganges in Hindostan, and that the native name 
of the individual river in question is Moiemi-enzaddi, or the 
river which absorbs all other rivers* 

The most important objections against the identity of the 
Niger and the Zaire are the supposed obstructions of the 
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Kong mountains, the great length of its course, which would ex¬ 
ceed 4000 miles, the course of the Amazons, the largest known 
river, being only about 3500 miles, and the absence of all trace 
of the Mahomedan doctrines or institutions, and of the Arabic 
language on the coast where the Zaire empties itself into the 
ocean.—'These are successively combated by Mr. Barrow, in 
the Introduction to the Narrative, we think, with considerable 
force and ingenuity. 

In this unsatisfactory state of doubt and conjecture in which a 
most important geographical problem was involved, two expeditions 
were set on foot under the auspices of government; the one to 
follow up the discovery of Park by descending the stream of the 
Niger, the other to explore the Zaire upwards towards its source. 
To accomplish this object more difficulty was apprehended in the 
navigation than of danger from the hostility of the natives, or 
the unhealthiness of the climate, neither of which had opposed 
any obstacle to the progress of the Portuguese. It was well 
known both to them and the slave dealers of Liverpool, who used 
to frequent this river, that its navigation was impeded by a cata¬ 
ract at no great distance from its mouth $ but that was not con¬ 
sidered as a reason why it should not again become navigable 
beyond it. Maxweirs information from the slave dealers, stat,ed 
it to be so, for 600 miles above the cataract. Some doubts were 
entertained as to the kind of vessel most suitable to be employed 
in exploring the river. A steam engine was suggested by Sir 
Joseph Banks, as being likely to assist in the navigation of the 
boat against the current of the river, and a boat and steam en¬ 
gine were constructed, but owing to some error the engine did 
not succeed in working the boat, and the plan was abandoned ; 
double boats of different sizes and built of light materials were 
furnished, to be used in the event of meeting with shallows or 
cataracts, of the existence of which no doubt could be enter¬ 
tained. 

Captain Tuckey, known as the author of a work, under the 
title of ^laritime Geography and Statisics,’’ was appointed to 
the command of this expedition, Mr. Professor Smith, the bo¬ 
tanist, Mr. Tudor, the comparative anatomist, and Mr. Cranch, 
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the collector of objects of natural history. Our readers are well 
awai'e of the disastrous fate which attended this unfortunate ex¬ 
pedition. Captain Tuckey, Lieutenant H^^key, Mr. £yre» and 
ten of the crew, Professor Smith, Mr. Cranch, Mr. Tudor, and 
Mr. Galwey, in all eighteen persons died, in the short space of less 
than three months which they remained in the river, or within a 
few Hays after leaving it. Fourteen of the above mentioned 
were of the party of thirty who set out on the land journey be¬ 
yond the cataracts; the other were attacked four on board the 
Congo (the name of their vessel in which the expedition sailed) 
two died in the passage out, and the serjeant of marines at the 
hospital at Bahia, making the total number ufthe deaths amount 
to 21. 

This great mortality is the more extraordinary, as it appears 
from Captain Tuckey’s Journal, that nothing could be finer 
than the climate, the thermometer never descending lower than 
of Fahrenheit during the night, and seldom exceeding 76 ^ 
in the day time; the atmosphere remarkably dry; scarcely 
a shower falling during the whole of the journey ; and the sun 
sometimes for three or four days not shewing itself sufficiently 
clear to enable them to get an observation. 

It appears indeed from the report of Mr. M^Kerrow, the sur¬ 
geon of the Congo, that though the greater number were carried 
off by a most violent fever of the remittent type, some of them 
appeared to have no other ailment than that which had been 
caused by extreme fatigue, and actually to have died from ex¬ 
haustion. The greater number, however, of the whole crew 
caught the fever, and some of them died of it who had been left 
on board the Congo below the cararacts. 

The Journals of Captain Tuckey and Professor Smith have 
been ptiblishcd just in the state in which they were written ; a 
few general observations have also been collected from their 
papers and those of the other officers, and added by Mr. 
Barrow. The Appendix contains some papers on the objects 
of natural history, collected by the naturalists of the expe¬ 
dition. The observation, by Mr. Brown, on Professor Smith’s 
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collection of Plants,* form, in our opinion, the the most impor-> 
tent and valuable part of the .woik ; that containing the account 
of the Minerals, by Mr. Koenig, is very meagre. 

The expedition reached Cape Padron on the 6th of July-—the 
accounts of the Zaire were observed to be much over-rated; at 
Fathomless Point, - the true mouth of the river, the velocity of 
the stream was about 4| miles an hour, and the breadth of the 
river about 3 miles. 

The Congo vessel w'ept as high up as Embomina, where 
she was left at anchor, and on the 5th of August, Captam 
Tuckey and a party proceeded up the river in the double bt^ats ; 
they proceeded till the 14tb, wheu they were obstructed by 
a place named Yellala, or the cataracts—here he left, the 
boats moored, and from hence, on the 26 th, a party set*ofF 
on foot to explore the river. They continued onwards amidst 
great difficulties till the 9th of September, about 280' miles 
from Cape Padron, when Captain Tuckey unwillingly turned 
back and rejoined the Congo : in their march along the banks 
of the river, they experienced no hostility from the natives, 
although there was great difficulty in procuring provisions, and 
the population was very scanty. 

From the account of this expedition, it now appears that 
the Congo falls short in some respects of the magniticent cha- 

* Mr. Brown observes, the whole number of perfect species in 
the Collectiou is about 590; of these,250 are absolutely new: near¬ 
ly an equal number exist also in different parts of the west coast of- 
equlnoctial Africa, and not in other countries; of which, however, 
the greater part are yet unpublished $ and about 70 are coinmun to 
other intratropical regions. 

Of unpublished genera, there are 32 in the collection; twelve of 
which are absolutely new, and three, though observed in other 
parts of this coast of equinoctial Africa, had not been found before 
in a state sufficiently perfect, to ascertain their structure; ten be> 
long to different parts of the same tract of coast; and seven, are 
common to other countries* 

No natu.ral order, absolutely new, exists in the herbarium; nor has 
any family bcc.n found peculiar to equinoctial Africa. 
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ncter ^ven of the lower parts of its course, both in size and 
respecting its velocity, and resistance of the tide. About 140 • 
miles from Point Padroii the width of the river becomes narrow, 
and is from 3 to 500 yards broad, and continues so to I nga, about 
40 miles up, the hanks between which the water is hem med in are, 
for the whole of this distance, every where precipitous, and com¬ 
posed entirely of masses of slate, which, in several places, run 
in ledges across from one bank to the other, forming rapids 
or cataracts, which the natives distinguish by the name of 
Vellala. The lowest and most formidable of these barrien, 
w'as found to be a descending bed of mica slate, whose fall was 
about 30 feet perpendicular, in a slope of yards. Though 
in this low state of the river it was scarcely deserving the name 
of a cataract, it was stated by the natives to make a tremend¬ 
ous noise in the rainy season, and to throw into the air large 
volumes of white foam; but beyond this again, the river was 
found to expand to the width of Q, 3, and even more than 4 
miles, and to flow with a current of 2 or 3 miles an houV; and 
near the place where Capt. Tuckey was compelled to abandon 
the farther prosecution of the journey, (which was about 100 
miles beyond Inga, or 280 miles from Cape Padron) it is 
stated the river put on a majestic appearance, that the scenery 
was beautiful, and not inferior to that of the banks of the 
Thames ; and the natives of this part all agreed in stating that 
they know of no impediment to the continued navigation of 
the river; that the only obstruction in the north-eastern 
branch was a single ledge of rocks forming a kind of rapid, 
over which, however, canoes were able to pass. 

The opinion whiclt existed before the expedition, that the 
Zaire was in a state of constant flood, or continued to be 
swelled more or less by freshes during the whole year, has been 
completely refuted by the present cx];edition; but Mr. Barrow 
conceives, that the argument which was founded on this sup¬ 
position, of its origin being in northern Africa, so far from 
being weakened, has acquired additional strength from the 
correction of the error* 

Mr. Barrow’s proposition is, that the Niger connects itself 

VoL. V. M 
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with the Zaire, by means of the lakes of Wangara. Wc have 
net space to follow his arguments on this head, which we think 
are urged with great ingenuity: init perhaps the whole style 
of the book, as far as regards the labour of tlic Cditor, is 
a little too polemical, and more resemfiling that we have 
been used to observe in a popular Journal, than what would 
have been expected from the Secretary of the Admiralty, 
in his official capacity. We shall close our very imperfect 
account, by observing that Air. Burrow is supported in his 
theory, by a note in Capt. Tucky’s Journal, nearly the last he 
made, in which hs says, ** extraordinary quiet rise of the river 
shews it to issue from some lake, which had received almost 
the whole of its waters from the north of the line.’* And after 
this, in the same Journal, the words ” hypothesis confirmed,’’ 
occurs; and in a private letter written at Yellala, he dwells more 
particularly on this proposition. 


Art. XVIIL Remarks on Dr. Ure’s Experiments to de^ 

iermine the Constitution of Liquid Nitric 85c. 

By Richard Phillips, Esq. F. L. S. 3 ^' M, GeoL Soc. 

D« . Ure has asserted, in his observations upon the composi¬ 
tion of nitric acid, that ** the exact proportion of its two 
constituents, azote and oxygen, is a problem which seems 
hitherto to have baiUed the best directed efforts of modern 
science. M. Gay Lussac states, as its composition in 100 parts, 
30.4 azote + 69.6 oxygen; and Mr. Dalton 26.7 azote + 
73.3 oxygen. Thus discordant are the latest determinations.” 
To which Dr. Ure adds, *' I hope soon to be able to present to 
the public some researches, which may possibly tend to clear 
up this mystery.*’ 

I propose to examine the accuracy of Dr. Ure’s opiniem on 
this subject, by collecting and comparing the statements which 
have been recently made with respect to the acid in question, 
by philosophers of the highest reputation. The first to whom 
1 shall refer, is Sir H. Davy, who observes in p. 265 of hia 


* Journal of Science and the Arts, vol. iv. p. 991. 
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Elements of Chemical Philosophy, 101 will be the number 
for the acid moiained in the pale acid, and in the salto called 
nitrates, arid it will consist of one ^proportion] of azote, and 
five [I'l-i.portions] of oxygene/' Now as Sir H Davy repre¬ 
sents a pioportioii of azote by and one of oxygen by 15, 
nitric acid must be composed of 

35.742 azote 
74.258 oxygen 

100.000 


The evidence which J shall next adduce as to the composition 
of nitric acid, is that stated by Dr. Wollaston, in his memoir 
on Chemical Equivalents. Alluding to some experiments 
which he had jnst described. Dr. Wollaston says, " I have no 
hesitation in prefering the estimate to be obtained from Rich¬ 
ter’s analysis of nitrate of potash, which gives 67,45, from 
which if we subtract one portion of azote 17,54, there re¬ 
main 49-91, so nearly 5 portions of oxygen ; that I consider 
the truth to be 17.54 [azote] + 60 [oxygen], or 67.54.*' If 
then 67-54 of nitric acid contain 17.54 of azote, 100 parts must 
consist of 

25.97 azote 
74.03 oxygen 


100.00 

To these determinations I shall add that of M. Gay Lussac, 
who is indeed quoted by Dr. Ure, to prove that discordance, 
rather than agreement exists on this subject; if, however. Dr. 
Ure had extended his researches for evidence sufficiently, he 
would have seen that this profound chemist, with candour 
worthy of imitation, has acknowledged the inaccuracy of that 
analysib, which Dr. Ure erroneously supposes to be, and 
quotes as, the result, of his latest experiments. 

In the Annales de Chimie et de Physique, (tome i. p. 404.) 
M. Gay Lussac states nitric acid to be composed of 100 volumes 
of azote + s5o of oxygen; wc have then merely to ascertain 

M 3 
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the comparative densities of these gases to determine their re¬ 
lative weights. According to Biot and Arago, equal volumes 
of azote and oxygen are to each other in weight as 0.96913 to 
1.10359; therefore a compound of 100 volumes of azote and 
250 of oxygen consists of 

25.995 azote. 

74.005 

100.000 

These numbers, it will be observed, are nearly identical with 
those which I have copied from Dr. Wollaston’s memoir; they 
differ immaterially from those given by Sir H. Davy, and do 
not vary much from Mr. Dalton's analysis, as quoted by Dr. 
Ure. 

Considering all who have preceded him in this inquiry, as 
having failed in the accomplishment of their intention. Dr. 
Ure appears to be very naturally anxious to supply the defici¬ 
ency he has discovered. It would seem indeed, as if he had 
completed the investigation with no ordinary degree of celerity, 
considering the acknowledged difficulty of the subject; for 
wJien alluding in a subsequent part of his paper, to the com- ^ 
j>osition of liquid nitric acid, he says, “ when we inquire more 
minutely into the peculiarity attending the above compound 
of greatest density, we shall find it to consist of 7 atoms of 
water = 79.24, united to 1 atom of dry acid =: 67.5.” 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, that the number repre¬ 
senting a compound body, cannot be ascertained without a 
previous knowledge of the proportions of its constituents ; and 
it must be allowed, that Dr. Ure would not represent nitric 
acid by a number which he knew to be inaccurate; but having 
denied the correctness of every previous analysis, we are at 
liberty to conjecture that 67-5, as above quoted, result from 
the performance of those experiments, before the close of his 
paper, which he appears only to have contemplated at its 
commencement. But supposing this to be the case, it is ve^ 
i cmarkable that Dr. Ure should not have allowed, that 67.5 
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is almost precisely the number by \rhich nitric acid is repre¬ 
sented on Dr. Wollaston's scale, for he is acquainted with this 
instrument, and even quotes It on another occasion to prove 
its inaccuracy: in the present instance, therefore, it would 
have been but candid to have excepted Dr. Wollaston from 
those whose efforts have been ** baffled." 

The principal intention of Dr. Ui'e in the paper now under 
consideration, is to determine the constitution of liquid nitric 
acid, a subject which he describes as ** involved in perhaps still 
greater obscurity and contradiction,*’ than that of the dry acid. 
To prove the justness of this observation, Dr. Ure quotes and 
compares the statements of Sir H.Davy, Kirwan, Dalton, and 
Dr. Wollaston, and he concludes them all to be erroneous. 

According to Dr. Ure, 41.7 of carbonate of potash, consist¬ 
ing of 13.094 of carbonic acid + 28.606 potash, require 
32.394 of dry nitric acid for their decomposition, and the 
nitrate of potash resulting weighs 61 grains : this determina¬ 
tion agrees very nearly with Dr. Wollaston’s scale, by which 
it appears that 41.7 of carbonate of potash, consisting of 13.26 
carbonic acid + 28.44 potash are decomposed and converted 
into 60.94 nitrate of potash, by 03.5 of dry nitric acid ; and 
as Dr. Urc considers that 32.394 of dry nitric acid are equiva¬ 
lent to 40.64 of liquid acid of sp. gr. 1.5, this acid must con¬ 
sist in 100 parts of 

79.71 dry acid, 

20.29 w’atcr. 

100.00 


By Dr. Wollaston’s scale, liquid nitric acid of sp. gr. 1.5 is 
constituted of 67.54 one atom of dry acid, + 22.64, or two 
atoms of water, 100 parts must therefore consist of 

74.895 dry acid, 

25.105 water. 

100.000 


It appears then that whilst the composition of nitrate of 
potash is nearly similar according to these statements, in Dr. 
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WoUaiton *5 estimate the dry acid in liquid acid of sp. gr. 1.5 
ii to that of Dr. Ure, as 74.895 to 7!>.71. 

Before I mention the expertuients which 1 have made on 
tha subject, I shall notice and co:iiparc Dr. Ure’s stateiiients 
with each other. 1 liavc already quoteti a pa 8 sa^:e, in which he 
represents acid of a certain density, as consisting of 7 
water 79.24 united to one atom of dry acid 67 5; these niiinhers 
appear to be from Dr. Wollaston's scale, and of cninse they 
are considered as correctly representing the quaniity of 
water and acid in question. If, however, we cornpmc these 
numbers with those which are to be derived from Dr. Ure's 
analysis of liquid nitric acid of 1.5, it will appeal rliat this 
acid is composed of 67<5, one atom acid united to I 6.70 water, 
and consequently of one atom acid, and one atom and * of 
an atom of water, a conclusion, of u hich it may hi: truly 
stated in the language of Dr. Ure, that it exhibits internal 
proofs of inconsistency and error.” 'i'o examine t)ic subject 
experimentally as well us theoretically, 1 prepared some pure 
nitric acid, which had a sp. gr. of 1.496i so nearly 1 5, that 
they may be considered as identical in experiment. Of this 
acid, I saturated 150 grains with potash, and evaporated the 
solution of nitrate of pota-sh to dryness; the salt obtained 
weighed 215 grs.; and according to Dr. Ure. 61 o! 1 itiv con¬ 
tain 32.394 of dry acid, agreeing very neariy \m(Ii 32. '>, which 
is Dr. Wollaston's proportion, as titen 61 giv<’ 32 5, 215 must 
contain 114.55 of dry acid derived bum 150 <»f liquid. One 
hundred parts of the liquid acid appear to be composed of 

76 367 add 
23.633 water 

700 000. 

The dry acid it will be seen exceeds Dr. Wollaston's estimate 
by 1,47'^* and is le.'-s than Dr Ure's hy 3.343. 

It is easier, lor ob\ ions nasons, to obtain more accurate 
reaults with tartiouaie of lime than with caibonate ot potash; 
1 shall ilurofore now state the experiments which I )- made 
with tins substance. J asceitamed Mime years sinc;, mat 476 
grains of carbonate of lime require 681,75 of liquid nitric acid. 
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sp. gr. 1 . 5 , for their decomposition, and this determination has 
been noticed by Dr. Wollaston, as agreeing very closely with 
his views of the composition of liquid nitric acid. In order to 
try how much nitrate of lime would be obtained from the de¬ 
composition of a given weight of the carbonate, I put 150 
grains of double refracting spar into a quantity of nitric acicU 
insufHeient to decompose the whole of it; the platina crucible 
containing the solution of nitrate of lime, and the undecom* 
posed carbonate, was heated till all the water was dissipated ; 
on weighing, 1 obtained 243.9 grains. After dissolving the 
nitrate of lime in water, 1 found 3.4 of carbonate unacted 
upon; if then we subtract 3.4 from 150, the quantity of 
carbonate of lime originally used, and also from 243.2 the 
weight of the nitrate and carbonate of lime, it will appear 
that 146.6 of carbonate, were converted into 239.8 of nitrate of 
lime. 

The experiments which I have now mentioned, show that 
63 of carbonate of lime arc decomposable by 90.23 of nitric 
acid 1.5, and that 103.05 of nitrate of lime result from their 
action, it will be seen i}y the scale, that 63 of carbonate of lime 
contain 35.46 of lime, which deducted from 103.05 the nitrate 
of lime give 67*59, as the dry nitric acid contained in 90.23 of 
liquid acid of 1,.5, or it consists of 74.91 acid + 25.09 water, 
a determination in which it will be seen, that the acid differs 
only about part from the quantity stated by Dr. 

Wollaston. 

With respect then to the composition of liquid, as well at of 
dry nitric acid, 1 conclude in direct opposition to Dr. Ure, that 
the subject is neither obscure nor mysterious; on the con¬ 
trary, it appears to me, that the eminent philasophers, whose 
results he quotes to condemn, or whose conclusions he confirms 
or copies, have effected all the certainty which can be derived, 
from the ** best directed efforts of modern science.** 
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Art. XIX, Proceedings of the Ro^al Society of 

London, 

Thursday, Jan, 8th, and 15//t. Fh e & e meetings of the So¬ 
ciety were occupied by the reading of a paper presented by Dr. 
Brewster, relating to the laws of double refraction in regularly 
crystallized bodies. 

Jan, Q'2. A paper was comiiiuiiicated by Sir Everard Humei 
containing additional facts respecting certain fossil remains, for¬ 
merly described by the author in the Philosophical 'rransactions. 
The analogy between the animal alluded to and cartilaginous 
fishes, is destroyed by the examination of the bones of the ster¬ 
num, which much resemble those of the Oriiithoryiichus Para¬ 
doxus. Sir Everard proved that the fos'^ilanimal lived in water 
by the form of its vertebra!; while from the sha|>e of its chest it 
was shewn to have breathed air. In concluding his observations 
upon these subjects, Sir Everard remarked upon the interest of 
discovering in this country fossil bones which bear an analogy to 
those of an animal of New lloliand of so peculiar a character as 
the Ornithorynchus 

Jan. 29' An extremely curious and important paper was read 
to the Society by Captain Kater, giving an account of his expe¬ 
riments for determining the length of the pendulum vibrating 
seconds in the latitude of London. We have already hinted 
that the President and Council adjudged the Copley Aledal to 
Captain Kater for this important inquiry; after shewing the ob¬ 
jections to all methods hitherto practised for accurately ascer¬ 
taining the length of tlie seconds pendulum, Captain Kater dc. 
tailed with great perspicuity the mode of piocecding which he 
had successfully adopted, and which was founded on the reci¬ 
procity of the centres of suspension and oscillalioo. Captain 
Kater then ilcscribes the various corrections for temperature, 
pressure, and height above the sea, and having shewn the advan¬ 
tages of his difierent meibods, concludes, that the length of the 
pendulum vibrating seconds in vacuo at the level of the sea, 
measured at the temperature of 62® Fahr. and the latitude of 
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tlie place of observation deduced from the data contained in the 
Trigonometrical Survey, being 51® 31^ 8"4 North, is. 

By Sir George Shuckburgh*s Standard, n 39,13860 inches. 

By General Roy's Scale, - rz 39-13717 do. 

By Bird's Parliamentary Standard, 39,13843. do. 

Feh» 5lh. Captain Kaler communicated a paper on the length 
of the French metre, estimated in parts of the English atandard. 
—For the purpose of ascertaining this important point, two 
metres were sent from Paris—the one is a bar of platinum of 
the exact length, and called the metre d houis —the other is a 
somewhat longer bar of the same metal upon which the length 
of the metre is shewn by two very fine lines^it is called a 
metre d tmits. The mean result of several very dolicutH experi¬ 
ments gave the length of the French metre =39,37071 inches 
of Sir George Shuckborgh’s scale—or 39,37062 inches of Bird’s 
Parliainentaiy standard. 

At the same meeting a paper was read by Thomas Andrew 
Knight, Ksej. on the ofiice of the heart-wood of trees. Mr. 
Knight's object in this paper was to shew that the lieart-wood 
of trees is a winter reservoir for the organizable matter re¬ 
quired for their germination in the spring, and that the 
presence or absence of this reservoir is connected with the 
annual, biennial, and ()crennial duration of plants. The annual 
having no such reservoir, is entirely exhausted in forming its 
flowers and seeds. A biennial hlls its rcaor\oir one season, 
and exhausts it the next, and in the tree, part of the sap de¬ 
scends to form roots, and part ascends to produce buds, and it 
also foi*iius a new annual layer of hark. Mr. Knight’s paper 
also contained some statical experiments on the quantity of 
water contained in the alburnum of different trees, at different 
seasons of the year. 

Feb, 12 A paper by Dr. Marshall Hall was rend on the 
combined agencies of u.xygen and water in producing the oxi- 
dizement uf iron. Dr. Hall has shewn in this paper, that iron 
is incapable of decomposing water ut common temperatures, and 
that it becomes rusty or oxidized when exposed to common 
water, as is generally stated; but from the decomposition of the 
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air in water-—lie also shews that nitrogen alone is evolved and 
no hydrogen; and that when water is deprived of atmospheric 
air, or oxygeii; iron retains a clear and bright surface though 
exposed for many months to itsaction« 

At the same meeting Sir H. Davy read some remarks on the 
fallacy of the experiments, in which water is said to have been 
formed the decomposition of chlorine* 

These experiments go to prove that the oxygen required to 
form the water obtained in the experiment alluded to, is deriv¬ 
ed, not as has erroneously been asserted, from the cldorint^ but 
from other sources, which had eluded the vigilance of the expe¬ 
rimentalists. 

ipth. A letter from George Rennie, Esq. to Dr. Young, 
was read, containing an account of some experiments on the 
strength of materials. Mr. Rennie shews in this communica¬ 
tion, that the strength of cast iron is extremely various accord¬ 
ing to the circumstances under which it has been cast.—Thus, 
vertical castings are stronger than horizontal, &rc. Observa¬ 
tions are annexed on the relative strength of woods, stones, and 
other building materials. 

Feb, 26 th. A paper was presented by Thomas Knight, Esq. 
containing a solution of an analytical problem; and another by 
J« F. W. Herscbell, Esq., ‘‘ on circulating functions, and on the 
integrations of a class of equations of finite differences into 
which they enter as coefficients.*' 

Afar. 5. A paper was read to the Society on the Parallax of 
certain fixed stars, by the Rev. John Brinkley, D. D. F. R. S.; 
and at the same meeting, Sir Everard Home communicated 
some additions to his Croonian Lecture. (See page 362, Vol. 4, 
of ibis Journal.) Captain Kater having put the author in pos¬ 
session of more accurate measurements of the globules of the 
blood than those formerly given, Sir Everard now stated tJiese to 
the Society—and is induced to consider the diameter of a glo¬ 
bule of the blood as = of an inch instead of - 3 ^ 09 . 

This paper also contains many additional experiments and 
observations relative to the formation of tubuli by the extrica¬ 
tion of air during the coagulation of blood.—The author also 
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announcee thnt similar appearances are obtained during the ex¬ 
siccation ot' pus, and applies tins circumstance to the expla¬ 
nation of the tiiiinaiioii ot granulations in sores* 

Mar V2. Aloitei from B. Bevan, E^q to ibe President) was 
read, nOative to tiie discovery uf some fossils in Leicestershire 
and Norihaiiiptonshire ; and also a letter from Dr. Fischer of 
Mo>covv, roiuaining observations on the anatomy of spidera-^ 
wi^h sotiii illustrative drawings. 

At tins nieeiiiii*) the Society proceeded to ballot for foreign 
membeis* and the following^ Gentlemen were announced by the 
Presideni as dul) elected into the Society. 

Mr. Natli.iiiK l Bowditch, of Salem, of the State of Massa- 
cbub^eis. 


of Paris. 


Messrs. G. F C. M. de Prony, "1 

Francis Arago, I 

S. D. PuissoDi r 

J. P, Hauy, j 

The Society then adjourned for the Easter Vacation 


Abt. XX. Proceedings of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, 

ISIS. January 5. HThs continuation of Dr. Murray's paper 
on muriatic acid gas was read. The conclusion drawn from 
the experiments before, and now detailed, is that chlorine is not 
a simple body, but the idea uf its being a compound of muriatic 
gas and oxygenc is not adopted. Dr. Murray then offered a 
theory in explanation not only of the nature of muriatic acid, 
but of acids and alkalies in general. Both oxygen and hydrogen 
were supposed to have the power of conferring acidity and 
alkalinity on the bodies with which they combine, and that 
when both combine at once with a body, the properties which 
they impress arc proportionately increased. Chlorine therefore 
is conceived to be a compound of an unknown base with oxy¬ 
gen; muriatic acid a combination of chlorine with hydrogen. 
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or rather of the same radical with oxygen and hydrogen. 
Sulphurous acid is a binary compound of sulphur with oxy¬ 
gen and is analogous to chlorine : sulphuric acid is a ternary 
compound of sulphur, oxygen, and hydrogen, and is analogous 
to muriatic acid. 

In alkalies an analogous series of combination are supposed 
to exist. Ammonia is in the same relation to this class of 
bodies, that sulphuretted hydrogen is to the acids; morphium 
holds the same rank among them that prussic acid does among 
its fellows; and the fixed alkalies and alkaline earths are consi¬ 
dered as ternary compounds of oxygen, hydrogen, and a base 
like the stronger acids. 

At the same meeting a paper by Dr. Brewster consisting of 
extracts of letters from Mr. Boag to his father the Reverend 
Dr. Boag of Paisley was read, giving an account of the recent 
discoveries res]>ectlng the sphinx and the principal pyramid 
of Egypt, which have been made by Capain C. and Mr . Salt. 

By very laborious excavation, it has been ascertained that 
the sphinx is cut out of the solid rock on which it rests. At 
the pyramid it was found that the short descending passage 
from the entrance, which afterwards ascends to the two cham¬ 
bers, is continued in a straight line through the base of the 
pyramid into the rockup on which it stands. This new passage, 
after joining what was called the well, is continued in a ho¬ 
rizontal direction, and terminates in a well ten feet deep, ex¬ 
actly beneath the apex of 'the pyramid, and 100 feet below its 
base. An apartment has been discovered immediately above 
the king's chamber. The ornamental part is very beautiful, 
but it is only four feet in height. 

Jan, ID. The second part of Dr. Ure's paper on muriatic 
acid gas was read. It relates to the water that adheres to 
apparently dry muriate of ammonia, and to the experiments 
in which by passing dry muriatic acid gas over iron ignited, 
water was obtained. The Doctor infers that chlorine is oxy- 
muriatic acid, and that muriatic acid gas is dry muriatic acid 
and watei*. 

At the same meeting a paper by Dr. Brewster was read, on 
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a singular affection of the eye in a healthy state. When the 
eye is steadily directed towards an object, that object will 
always continue visible, but if the eye be iiaed on a second 
object in the neighbourhood of the first, the first object will 
after a short time disappear, however situated, with respect to 
the eye, or whatever its colour or appearance. When the 
object produces its accidental colour before it vanishes, the 
accidental colour disappears with the object. In the course 
of an investigation into effects of this kind Dr. Brewster was 
induced to form a new theory of accidental colours, which will 
shortly be made public. 

Feb. 2, Mr. W. Allan read a paper on the geology of the 
country around Nice, and from the circumstances detailed in 
the paper that part of Italy must be of extreme interest to the 
inquirer. There are many indications that great changes have 
taken place in this country, not only in the situation of the 
ruck and strata, but even in the height of the land and waters. 
The cracks and fissures in the rocks arc frequently found to 
contain shells similar to those which now exist in the Medi¬ 
terranean, and they are found also high up among the alluvial 
soil, and down by the sea from the Harmetine countries. More 
than twenty new species of shells have been found in the strata 
of the peninsula of St. Boassure. 

Mr. Playfair communicated a paper by General Sir Thomas 
Brisbane, on the determination of time by equal altitudes. 

Feb. 16. Mr. Maevey Napier read a paper entitled Remarks 
illustrative of the Scope and Influence of the Philosophical Writ^ 
ings of Lord Bacon. 

. Mr. Napier stated that his object was two'fold; first, to 
show, that Bacon’s philosophical merits were such as to give 
him a peculiar and pre-eminent character among the early 
restorers of genuine science; and next, to trace the effects which 
his writings produced in accelerating the progress of scientific 
discovery. The consideration of the latter point would form, 
he said, his principal object; as there seemed to e.xist more 
' of doubt, as well as of misapprehension, in regard to the 
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iifuence of Bacon’s writings, than in regard to any other point 
oonnected with them. 

Under the first head, he took occasion to comnieut upon a 
late depreciatory estimate of Bacon’s Philosophical Wiitings 
publisbled in the Quarterly Review; and then priK'ceded to 
some general remarks illustrative of t heir peculiar merits and 
importance. Under the second head, he entered into a variety 
of statements, and cited a variety of early authorities, to prove 
that Bacon’s writings contributed more than any other cause 
to forward the progress of science in England, and to form 
that great experimental school which produced the discoveries 
of Boyle and Newton. In this part of the inquiiy he endea¬ 
voured to show, that the first idea of the Royal Society was 
suggested by Bacon’s writings, and not, as some have sup* 
posed, by the institution of scientific academies abroad. In the 
last place, he proceeded to inquire, whether any similar effects 
to those produced by these writings in England hud been 
produced by them in other countries? lie here quoted a 
nuniber of foreign publications to show, that Bacon’s writ¬ 
ings had early made an impression abroad greatly favourable 
to the progress of truth, and that beneficial effects were largely 
ascribed to them by many early writers who witnessed their 
operation. 

March 2d. Dr. Murray read the first part of a Paper, “ On 
the Relation in the Law of Definite Proportions in Chemical 
Combination, the Constitution of the Acids, Alkalis, and Earths, 
and their Compounds." Its object was to determine if the 
composition of these substances, according to the theory which 
he has lately proposed, be conformable to tiie law of definite^ 
proportions. ’Phe part of the Paper read extended to the 
acids, of which sulphur and carbon are the radicals, the veget¬ 
able acids being comprised under the latter. A very strict 
coincidence is found in the actual proportions according to 
the theory, with the law, so as to afibrd pi'oofs even of the 
truth of the former; and some of the results display views 
very diffirrebt from those which have been hitherto proposed. 
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The remainder of the paper will be read on a succeeding 
evening. 

At the same meethig, an abstract of a new paper^ by Mr. 
Lauder Dick, on the Parallel Roads of Lochaber, was read. 
Upon considering the paper which he had prepared on the 
Parallel Roads of Lochaber since bis second visit to that dis* 
trict, he was satisfied that it would not be very intelligible if 
read to the Society, owing to the frequent references to the 
map and drawings. He therefore contented himself with a 
very few remarks explanatory of the views he entertained of 
this interesting subject. 

In a former paper, he described the general nature of these 
shelves. He has since ascertained, by several observations, 
that they are perfectly horizontal. One very remarkable cir¬ 
cumstance attending them is, that in one or two instances they 
can be traced in a perfect circle, around little isolated hills, on 
a level with the corresponding line on the sides of the valley. 

In his former visit to Glen Roy, he traced the shelves in 
that valley only; on the late occasion, however, he discovered 
that they arc also to be found in Glen Spean and Glen Gluoy. 
This last valley contains one range, at an elevation of 13 feet 
higher than that of any of those in the other glens. The two 
shelves next in altitude, are to be found in Glen Roy alone. 
The uppermost runs through both lower and upper Glen Roy, 
and loses itself in the flat mossy ground, forming the summit 
level of the country near the Loch of Spey, Besides these 
two shelves, which are the particular property of Glen Roy, 
there is another at a lower level, common to Glen Roy and Glen 
Spean. Its two extremities are to be traced—-one on the moun¬ 
tain of Ben-y-vaan, near High-bridge—and the other on the 
side of Aonachmore, one of the Ben Nevis groups, nearly op¬ 
posite. This shelf may be followed almost every where in its 
progress through both glens. It runs up the whole extent of 
Glen S|>ean, Loch Laggan, and the river Pattaig, as far as the 
Pass of Muekull, where it sweeps round on what is the summit 
level of the country there, and returns back. It is also dis¬ 
tinctly traced running into the valley of Loch Treig. 
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la the paper formerly read to the Society, Mr. Lauder Dick 
stated It as his opinion, that such appearances in general were 
to be attributed to the operation of the waters oF a lake. His 
last inspection of those in Lochaber has not only confirmed 
his conviction of the truth of this theory, with re8|>ect to 
them, but has led him to imagine that he has discovered the 
boundaries, extent, and shape of the ancient lakes, as well as 
the cause which produced their evacuation. He conceives 
that he is warranted to conclude from the observations he has 
made, that Glen Gluoy was at ohe time an independent lake, 
having its level twelve feet above the lake of Roy, when at its 
highest, into which it discharged a stream from its N. E. ex¬ 
tremity. Glen Roy must have contained an independent lake 
in two different states, as indicated by its uppermost and se-^ 
cond shelves. Whilst in the first state, its level must have 
been such, that it discharged its waters, and those tributary 
to it from Loch Gluoy, in the direction of the Loch of Spey, 
and by it towards the eastern sea. When this was the case, 
a barrier must have existed at the mouth of Glen Roy, sepa¬ 
rating its lake from one at tliat time occupying the whole 
valley of the S]>can, at the level of the lowest slielf of all,— 
and which has such a relation to the summit level at the Pass 
of Muckull as to warrant the conclusion, that it must have 
sent its stream through it towards the eastern sea, by the 
course of the river Spey. Two different ruptures took place 
in the barrier of division between Lochs Uoy and Spean. The 
first, diminished the surface of Loch Roy so much, as to ren¬ 
der it tributary to Loch Spean The second breach reduced 
it to the level of Loch Spean, of which it now formed a por¬ 
tion. Whilst the lakes were in this state, Mr. Lauder Dick 
supposes that the whole ground at their south-western end 
was one unbroken mass, and timt the great glen of Scotland 
had then no existence, and consequently, that what are now 
the mouths of Glen Gluoy and Glen Spean were shut in by a 
terra firma-. and that the united waters of the whole lakes 
formed at .rer, running through the Pass of Muckull, towards 
the easterasea. 
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An ex»minAtion of the Glen-mor*na-albin, or Great Glen of 
Scotland, stretching in a diagonal line across the island from 
Inverness to Fort William, has convinced me, that it has owed 
its origin to some convulsion of nature, and that the opening 
of this vast chasm, was the cause of the discharge of (he water 
of the lakes, and of the change of the direction of the current 
of the rivers, which now run to the western, instead of to the 
eastern sea, as tliey seem to have done formerly. He conceives 
also, that the horizontal shelves of Lochaber, and this vast* 
crack across the island, reflect a mutual light on each other, 
elucidating the history of both. 

March \6th» Professor Leslie read an account of his new 
instrument called the yEtherioscope ; but as a full description 
has already been published, ii is unnecessary to give any ab¬ 
stract of his paper at present. 

At the same meeting. Dr. Brewster communicated to the 
Society a paper on a new theory of Double Ucfractlon. 


Art. XXI- On Street Illumination, Jit/ John Mil¬ 
lington^ l ^ sq , 

.^T a time when the lighting up of our streets is so much 
improved by the almost general adoption of coal gas, any obser¬ 
vations on this head may be deemed superfluous ; but the 
possession of a good light, nfibrds no reason for the waste of it, 
which constantly occui*s from the dark colour, and light ab¬ 
sorbing nature of the covers which arc at present made use of 
for street lamps- It was not a little amusing, before the pre¬ 
sent general introduction of gas lights, to observe the various 
expedients which were resorted to in the streets of London, to 
augment the scanty pittance of light which was allowed to the 
inhabitants by the penurious contractors for the supply oil; 
and the conflnea of each parish could be clearly ascertained by 
its bulVs eye lenses, dazzling the eyes of the passenger at every 
VoL.V- N 


178 Mr. Millington on Street liiumination^ 

tbifty yards, and then leaving him in almost total darkness ; 
or by the various contorted reflectors twisted into almost every 
shape which imagination could suggest, though in most cases 
without enough of optical knowledge to know what their effect 
wouhi be until tried for a season, when they were roost fre¬ 
quently laid by to give way to new forms equally inefficacious. 
These were in a great measure rendered nugatory by the very 
excellent and ingenious lamp of lx>rd Cochrane, for which be 
obtained a patent, but which was afterwards set aside by the. 
decision of a court of law. Tlicsc lamps have been for some 
time used In the parish of St. Anno, Soho, and St. John the 
Baptist, Savoy i'rccinct. and are ilccidedly tlie best street lamps 
for oil which are at present in use. Their principle depends 
U{)on constantly admitting a current of atmospheric air to 
play upon tlie burner through a tube, instead of inclosing the 
flame in a glass vase, having but one common opening at-the 
top for the passage of the smoke outwards, and the entry of 
that air which is necessary to support combustion; and by 
covering the whole opening of the glass vase with a c(jn- 
ca>e reflector of planislied tin placed above the llnme, which 
reflects all that light downwards which in all other cases is 
lost. The flame of these lamps is made rather larger thaii 
usual, whicli of course implies a greater consumption of oil; 
but in this his Lordship was guided by true philosophictd rea¬ 
soning, since it was accurately ascertained by Count Rumford, 
that if burning 228 grains of oil in a given time produced, 
100 degrees of light, as measured by his photometer, that 441 
grains consumed in the same time would yield 600 degrees of 
light; while 560 grains produced 900 degrees: and thus a 
six-fold light was produced by less than a double quantity of 
oil; and by the further addition of little more than lialf the 
first quantity, the original light was increased in the pro¬ 
portion of nine to one; which prodigious increase Count 
Rumford accounted fur* on the present generally received 
doctrine of flame, viz. that as the jiarticles of which flame is 


* See his Seventeenth Experimental Essay on Light. 
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composed are so far cooled as to be no longer red hot, they cease 
to be luminous, and consequently to be visible ; the object in 
all cases of illuniinatton, is therefore to preserve the heat of 
flame as long as possible, which will be accomplished by pro¬ 
ducing a larger fire from uniting the oil used in two lamps to 
be consumed in one wick in the same time, v/hich by the fore¬ 
going experiments, owing to the increase of heat, will produce 
light in the proportion of (3 to 1. This circumstance was fully 
proved in St. Jolin’s ])arish before named, when although but 
half the usual mirnber of lamps v.ere used in the streets, at 
least three times as much ber.LTicia] light was produced, as by 
the old method. 

Although ihe reflictors ndi>j>tcd by Lord Cochrane are the 
most eflicifiit v.hirh I ha\c sclu for producing lliat equal dis¬ 
tribution, instead oFconccntration, of light, which is so desirable 
in the stretts of a town, yet they possess dhadvantages which 
have not yet been ovcrcone. 'J'licy, in common with all the 
other reflectors I have seen, arc made of planished or ham¬ 
mered tin, and so po’,i'*hed, that when new, they reflect a toler¬ 
ably j»crfcct image of the ilamc ; hut although tin, from its 
cheapness, U perhaps the best metal which can be used, still, 
notwithstanding they arc better protected frotn smoke in Lord 
Cochrane's lamps than in many others, they arc liable to 
oxidation or tarnish, by which they become inefficient; nor cun 
they Vje cxjiected to be kept in proper order by the parties to 
whose care they arc entrusted, their numbers being great, and 
the time for attending to them very linuted; besides which, 
tin, from being thin, is liable to bruises and loss of Us proper 
figure, and as it consists merely of iron jdates thinly coated 
with the soft metal tin, this soon wears away by cleaning, 
when all power of reflection is lost. lUsidci this, a perfect 
reflecting surface is not necessary, nor indeed so good, in a 
street lamp, as one which, from not absorbing the light, 
throws it downwards without producing a focus or concen¬ 
tration of light sufficient to dazzle the eyes of the passengers. 
My attention being drawn to this subject about ten years ago, 
I was induced to try a number of experiments upon the powers 

N 
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of different reflecting substances, and I found none of the m 
so efficient for throwing down a plentiful and equally diffused 
light as the common glazed white earthen ware, of which 
dinner plates and dishes are usually made, and of which any 
one may convince themselves by simply holding a white plate 
in an inverted direction over a lighted lamp or candle. 1 pro¬ 
posed that flat circular plates or reflectors of this material 
should be made of a diameter equal to that of the opening of 
the glass vase containing the lamp, or the tin cover wtiicU is 
placed upon it, and that a hole of about two inches diameter 
should be left in the middle of the plate or reflector, or directly 
over the flame, wherever it might be, for the escape of the 
smoke, so that a plan of tlie reflector would appear like 
fig. 1, and a section through the middle of it like fig. 2, which 
also shews the situation of the flame. 



Upon mentioning this to some of the leading parties in a 
lK>ndon parish, the only objections which were made were, 
the firagile nature of the material, and its liability to become 
smoked, and lose its reflecting power; and I was requested to 
make some trials on these points, which I have since done, 
though 1 have never till now thought of making them public. 
The result was, that if a lamp is properly trimmed and ad* 
justed, (i. e. the wick not placed too high, which never is the 
case with the street lamps which are contracted for), no detri¬ 
mental quantity of smoke is deposited in two or three nights 
burning, and when it does accumulate, it is instantly removed 
by a bit of tow or rag, with much less trouble than is neces** 
saiy to keep tin reflectors in order. These leflectors may be 
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Teiy conveniently fixed within the cover of the lamp so as to 
remove with it» by three or four bits of tin or wire soldered 
to it, and bent over the edge of the reflector, so that it has no 
chance of being broken except by a fall of the cover; and I 
find upon enquiry, that if such reflectors are obtained in 
a wholesale manner from the Staffordshire potteries, they 
can be furnished at from three halfpence to twopence each* 
The flat under surface of fig. 2, will, I think, be the best for 
general use, but if a greater dispersion of light should be 
desirable, a reflector, of which fig. 4, is a central section, may 
be adopted, and on the contrary, where a concentration of 
light is wanted, as over door-ways, the concave form of fig. 3. 
the under surface of wliich is a portion of a hollow sphere, 
may b'j used. 



Any of these reflectors, it will be seen, are applicable to 
Lord Cochrane’s construction of an oil lamp; and since the 
general introduction of gas, which has in a great measure 
removed the objection of their becoming smoked, 1 think they 
will be found of uUbty to the public in all cases where light is 
to be cast downwards by reflection. Where the obstruction 
of an opakc reflector would be detrimental, and it is desirable 
to diffuse light in all directions, and at the same time to con¬ 
centrate it on one particular object, or in one line, the use of 
a hollow cone of polished metal or earthenware, like a speaking 
trumpet, and having a similar opening at its apex, to the ex¬ 
terior of wliich the flame is to be applied, will be found very 
advantageous. 
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Aht. XXI. Expedition to th<£ Polar Seas, 

TH E expedition, consisting of four ships, destined to make 
discoveries in the polar regi'.ms, i& to leave theXhanies in a few 
days : two of the ships are to proceed nortlierly into what has 
been termed the polar basin, and to endeavour, by passing 
close to ihe pole, to make a direct course to Behring’s Strait; 
the other to push through Davis’ Strait for the north-east 
const of America, and to proceed to the westward, with the 
view of passing Behring’s Stmit. X’he article on the sub¬ 
ject of the North-west Passage in the last Nunibei’ of the 
Quarterly Review, has displayed so completely all that can 
be said in favour of the probable issue of those expeditions, 
and also has detailed the different facts which have lately been 
noticed respecting the changes in the arctic regions, that we 
shall conceive it best to consult the advantage of oui- general 
readers by not entering into any details on this subject; but 
there is one point which we think it important to notice, be¬ 
cause it should seem, that the writer of the article in qucbtioa 
has either treated too lightly the authority of foreign geogra¬ 
phers, or was not acquainted with all the facts stated by M. 
Malte le Brun, in his Ilistoire dc la Geographic. aU'2, or the' 
authorities referred to by him. 

We allude to the disputed point t)f tlie former existence of 
a colony on the east sitlc of Greenland. In the lleviiwv above 
noticed, it is stated,—“ It is generally admit led, that for the 
“ last four hundred years, an extensive poition of the eastern 
“ coast of Old Greenland has bceji simt up by an impenetrable 
“ barrier of ice, and, with it the ill-fated Norw’egian or Danish 
“ colonies, who were thus cut off at once from all conimuni- 
" cation with the niotlier country—that various attempts have 
“ been made from time to time to approach liiis coast, with 
“ the view of ascertaining the fate of the unfortunate colonists, 
“but in vain; the ice being eveiy where impervious; and 
** that all hope being at length abandoned, that part of this 
•* extensive tract of land which faces the cast took the appro- 
“ priate name of lost Greenland. 
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“ A central ridge' of lofty mountains, covered with perpe- 
tual snow, and stretching from south to north, divides Old 
** Greenland into two distinct pai’ts, called, by the ancient 
Norwegian and Danish colonists, the East Bygd and West 
“ Bygd ; between which all communication is totally cut off 
by land, and by sea also, since the fixing of the icy barrier. 
“ The colony on the v/est side increased to four paiishes, con- 
** taining loo villages; but being engaged in perpetual hostility 
*' with the Esquimaux, the whole were ultimately destroyed by 
“ them. The Danish colony on the eastern was still more ex- 
“ tensive than that on the western side. The country was 
“ named Greenland from its superior verdure to Iceland.** 
The writer then, after enumerating the different attempts 
which were made by the iianes to find this supposed lust 
colony, observes,—“ after so many attempts, both public and 
private, how the D.^ncs can now prctcjid to doubt, as onebf 
their writers affects to do, whether there ever was a colony 
** on the eastern side, is to us quite inexplicable, unless it be to 
** palliate their negligence at the first approach of the ice, and 
“ their want of humanity since. The Danish government, 
“however, entertained no such doubts; for so late as the 
“ year 178t>, Captain Lowenore, of the Danisli navy, was 
“ scut out for the express j>urpose of re-discovering the old 
colony on the eastern coast, hut he was unsuccessful. 

It has fallen to the lot of the present age to have an oppor- 
“ tunity, which we are sure will not be neglected, of instituting 
“ an inquiry into the fate of these unfortunate colonies. If, 
“ as is most probable, the whole race has perished, some re- 
“ mains may yet be found, some vestiges be traced which may 
“ throw light on their condition after the fatal closing of the 
“ ice u}>on them.*' 

In opposition to this, wc lay before our readers the follow¬ 
ing extracts from M. Malte-lJruids History of Geography. 

The number of colonists of Greenland were inconsidcr- 
“ able, not above a third of one large parish of Norway; and 
** a Bishop was put over them, by reason of their distance 
** from the mother country. The Scandinavian colonies in 
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** Greenland were divided inf'o two districts, the icesteTn^ which 
** had but four churches ; the other eastern, where the remains 
** of two towns, or mther hamlets were found. This fact of 
** the division into eastern and western," observes M. Malte- 
Brim, ** has given rise to a material error in geography, it being 
supposed that the eastern colony was on that part of Green- 
“ land opposite to Iceland.* 

** And all tiie descriptions of East Greenland were applied 
** to these coasts opposite Iceland, wiiich were in fact unknown ; 

and imaginary bays and promontories, &;c. were created and 
** named. This mistake originated in Torfeus, and other Ico> 
** landic authors,but a modern writer has cleared up this point.t 
** In examining the relations of the first navigators, it 
** appears tliat on quitting Iceland to make Greenland, they 
steered to the S. W. avoided a coast surrounded by ice, 
** doubled the point called Ilvarf, and then made to t!ic 
** N. W. in order to reach the colony.f In quitting Ber- 
** gen, in Norway, to make the same point of Ilvarf, they 
** steered straight to the west, and passing in sight of the 
** Shetland and Ferroe islands, saw birds aniving from 
** Iceland. On traoing these two routes on a cliart, one is 
** persuaded tiial Cape Hvarf is the southern extremity of 
** Greenland, and consequently old eastern Greenland must 
** only have consisted of the most eastern and most western 
** portion of the western const. In fact, it is only during the 
** month of June that a hue verdure justifies the name of 
** Gree/iland, wliich the Icelanders gave to this country. 

Finally, the ruins of the ancient villages and the churches 
completely sets this point at rest. Several were found cm 
** the south-west coast, and there been have found as many as 
** seven churches ; and more ruins were found to the north of 
Cape Desolation, none being observed in the intermediate 
space: and these two series of ruins shew, without contra- 
** diction, the site of the two colonies.’' 

* Arngrira June Specimen Island: 11. 14G. Torfeus, &c. 

+ Engers on the true situation of Eastern Greenland, In the Me* 
moifs of the (Ecomonic Society at Copenhagen. 
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With respect to the succees of the espedition, we are not so 
san^inc as the author of the Review, nor do we consider the 
article quoted, as haring treated the subject, with impartiality ; 
at least it appears to us, that many probable obstacles have 
been left unnoticed, and that there are many objections to the 
theory stated, which have not been fairly met, and which wc 
shall notice more at length in our next. That there are many 
circumstances which lead to the supposition of a North-west 
passage cannot be questioned, though the facts stated relating 
to the currents &c. might be accounted for on differentgrounds; 
and the harpoons found in the Pacific may have first been obtain¬ 
ed by the Esquimaux from the Dutch, and been carried across 
the Continent of America. Neither is there any conclusive 
reasoning produced to shew that vast bodies of icc may not be 
formed in the open sea, as suggested by Mr. Scoresby: and at the 
South Pole, where there is a still greater collection of ice, no 
land had yet been discovered ; that the shape and quantity of 
ice in these seas is at all times varying, is unquestionable, 
and of late very considerable variations have been observed; 
but it is not probable that any real change affecting the 
whole nature of these regions, or essentially altering their 
character, has taken place. From all that we can col» 
lect, it seems that the greater number of ships which have 
frequented these seas have been, on reaching the high la¬ 
titudes, beset by ice, as happened to Lord Mulgrave, and 
obliged to return. Some few of the many have by an acci¬ 
dental change of the wind, been enabled to proceed beyond 80 ^, 
and then have not met with any obstruction to their further 
course; but these events have been accidental; and we cannot 
but think that the most probable mode by which the Pole will 
be reached, if it ever is, will be by some one of the whalers, who 
will be enabled to avail themselves of any accidental opening 
or favourable wind. By the Act just introduced, all obstacles to 
this this being done by the whale ships have been removed* 
Lord Cochrane, we have heard, has fitted up a steam vessel, in 
which he means to attempt to reach within such limits of the 
Pole as will entitle him to the parliamentary reward. One 
advantage to be derived from a steam vessel in the navigation 



186 


Exptdition to the Polar Stas. 

of these seas is, that the vessel will be able to proceed during 
a calm, the pci'iod at which other vessels arc in the greatest 
danger of being beset with ice. How far the machinery of a 
steam vessel may be worked in seas incumbered with ice> we 
are unable to form an opinion.^ 


Abt. XXllL On the new British Method of preparing 

Flax and Hemp, 

TPhe method which has lately been introduced in England, 
of preparing flax and hemp by the dry {uocess, has of late 
excited considerable interest, not only in this country but on 
the Continent, and some remarks have appeared upon it in 
hes Archives Philosophiqv.es et hit^raires, which call for a 
reply. 

It is there stated with truth, that Mr. Lee obtained the 
King’s letters patent for his process, the particulars (tf which 
were kept secret by orders of Government (meaning, no 
doubt, by the Act of Parliament which was [)asscd for that 
particular purpose); and that Messrs. Hill and Bundy have 
since obtained a patent for another process, aflii'inerl to .be 
preferable to Mr. Lee’s, and that Government have also forbid 
its publication; so much do they believe it to be the interest 
of England to enjoy, exclusively, the process, the results of 
which are of such great imt>ortance to European industry. 

It goes on to state, that the French Government, which 
suffei^ nothing to escape that can contribute to the national 

* In the article we have quoted, the non-existence of land in a 
northerly direction in the part termed Baffin’s Bay, and to the north 
of Behring’s Straits, is nearly taken for granted ; Captain Burney 
has maintained, (and upon grounds which are scarcely touched *in 
the Quarterly Review), that there exists a portion of land north of 
Behring’s Straits,and which he supposes unites Asia with America. 
With respect to the formation ot ice in the polar seas, it will be 
seen from the paper of Mr. Scorcsby on this subject, that be is at 
issue with the writer in the Qnartely Review; and if the fact of 
the formation of icc independant of land is once admitted, all pro* 
bability of the polar seas being so free of ice os to be navigable, is 
removed. It seems absurd to us to expect any benefit in a commercial 

J oint of view, from a diminution or the distance to China by the 
iseovery of a northern passage, when the difficulty which must 
attend such a voyage is considered. 
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prosperity, ordered researches on this subject to be undertaken 
at the Comervatoire Royal des Arts et Metiers; and that M. 
Christian, the director of that establishment, although de¬ 
barred from any information as to the English mode of pro¬ 
cedure, had ciTected a very simple machine, consisting of 
rollers fluted longitudinally* and certain other apparatus, 
which is briefly described, and which was found 1o answer 
most perfectly the purpose for which it was intended. Wc 
therefore feel ourselves called upon to state^ that the last- 
named patent was taken out by Mr, Eundy only, instead of 
Mcssi-s. Hill and Bundy; and that this patent was enrolled in 
the usual way, without any Aet of Parliament, interference 
of Government, or attempt at secrecy. On the contrary, the 
machinery was publicly exhibited and explained by Mr. Mil¬ 
lington mure than once, in his Lectures at the Royal Institu¬ 
tion, before very numerous assemblies, as will appear by 
reference to the account of his Lectures in the last Number; 
and it has since been sliewn and explained, both by the 
proprietors and by Mr. Millington, to several foreigners of 
distinction, and, in fact, to every person who was desirous of 
information on the subject. Mr. Bundy also obtained a 
Frcncli patent, and enrolled his drawings at Paris, very soon 
alter the English patent was granted, for the protection of his 
particular and individual interest; but surely this ought not 
to bo construed into any wish, on behalf of the English natioa, 
to keep that to themselves which can be useful to the world 
at large. 

Wc understand that the Queen has adojited the use of these 
machines at Frogmore with perfect satisfaction, and that by 
their means she keeps 40 poor persons constantly at work. 
This is a meritorious example, worthy to be followed by every 
opulent landholder; and we beg to refer our readers to the 
benefits likely to accrue to the nation from the encourage¬ 
ment of flax husbandry, as detailed in tbe Report and Evidence 
of tbe House of Commons, given in the present Number. 
The whole month of April is an advantageous time of tbe year 
for sowing flax and hemp seeds. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Trinity CoUege, Cambridge, 6 January, 1818. 

The Editor thanks Professor Cumming for the following 
letter, which he communicated to Mr. Daniel], whose answer 
is annexed. 

Dear Sib, 

In the last Number of the Journal of the Royal Institution, 
there Is a paper by Mr. Daniell, which however ingenious in 
other respects, involves an error that appears to me fatal to 
bis hypothesis. He supposes (page 38) that because the super* 
ficies of an octohedron is double that of a tetraedron, its solid 
content is likewise double ; and that, since in the instance he 
has given, there are 44 spheres in the octohedron, and only 
9,0 in the tetraedron, the spccitic gravity of the former solid 
should be greater than that of the latter, as ** containing 
more than double the number of particles under a double sur- 
face.*' 1 need not tell you that the surfaces of the solids have 
nothing to do with the matter, for the specific gravities of the 
solids will be as their weights directly, and their volumes in¬ 
versely. If n be the number of spheres in the side of the 
equilateral triangle on which these solids arc erected, the 
whole number of spheres in the octohedron will be to those in 

the tetraedron, as(2n*+l) is to (V+3n+2), which 

when the number of spheres is indefinitely great, becomes the 
ratio of 4 to 1. 

The volumes of the solids are to each other in the same 
ratio of 4 to 1; it follows then, that their specific gravities 
should be equal, and that Mr. Daniell'a reasoning, so tar as it 
is founded on mathematical considerations, is radically wrong. 

Were 1 personally acquainted with Mr. Daniell, I would 
have* written to him ; as I am not, you will, 1 hope, excuse my 
troubling you on this subject. 1 do this with the less reluctance, 
as 1 conclude you would wish rather to have the opportunity 
of correcting any mistakes that may iq>pear in your Journal, 
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than to allow them to remain till they are animadverted upon 
in any other publication. 

Believe me, dear Sir, truly youra, 

J. Gumming. 

Mr. Daniell is much obliged to the Editor for Professor 
Cumming’s friendly communication. He hastens to acknow¬ 
ledge and correct an error into which he has very carelessly 
fallen, and which materially affects the latter part of his second 
paper on the Elementary Construction of Crystals. He 
would, however, still venture to suggest, that an attentive 
consideration of the structure of a corner of a cube, as com¬ 
piled of spherical atoms, upon the octohedral arrangement, 
would demonstrate the possibility of a different elementary 
arrangement in different parts of the same solid, and that con¬ 
sequently, equal weights may not necessarily be included under 
equal volumes. 

Letter from Dr. Prout io (he Editor. 

Sir, 

T beg leave to correct an oversight in your late review of 
Dr. Thomson's Chemistry. In vol. 7. p. Ill, of the ilnnals 
of Philosophy, you will find a second paper by me on the same 
subject as that you have quoted, in which several mistakes 
occurring in the first are corrected, and among others, one 
respecting ammonia. In this second paper, you will find that 
1 agree with Dr. Thomson in considering ammonia as a com-' 
pound of one atom of azote and three of hydrogen. 

1 beg leave also to refer you to vol. iii. p.415, of the Royal 
Institution Journal, where you give an extract from a German 
paper, of which you appear to have thought favourrfbly. The 
results there given coincide precisely with those 1 had long 
before publbhed in the two papers above alluded to. 

I am. Sir, your’s, &c. 

W, PnouT. 

8 , Southampton Street, Bloomsbury, 

83 January, 1816. 

This communication of Dr. Front materially strengthens 
our argument against hasty determinations of chemical 
equivalents and atoms, and sets in a striking point of view 
the danger of yielding to the facility of round numbers and 
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numerical coincidences. It appears, upon making the reference 
above directed, that three months had not elapsed from the 
period of the publication of his paper before Dr. Prout found 
it necessai'y to publish “ a correction of an oversight which in¬ 
fluences some of the numbere given in his Essay," and to direct 
that some of the coincidences and round numbers should be 

expunged.** 

With respect to the oversight with which we are charged, 
we are not accountable for it; we merely referred to Dr. 
Prout’s i>aper, as directed by Dr. Thomson, who unfortunately 
has forgotten to quote tlie corrections, 

Mr. Elmes on the Construction op Prisons. 

To (tie Editor of the Journal of Science and the Arts. 

Sill, February 2, ISIS. 

In your last Number, Mr. J. C. Ixmdon has done mo the 
honour of speaking of luy late publication, “ Hints for (he 
improtement of Prisons," in terms of commendation, for which 
I here take leave to thank him :~but in his very outset he insi¬ 
nuates that his eomnumication to you, is ** in addition to the 
information" given to the public by me. I'his is so contrary 
to the facts, that I cannot suffer it to pass by unnoticed, as that • 
part of the public who reads your very useful work, may per¬ 
haps never see mine, and unfair opinions of it and me, may be 
the results. 

Mr. Xxiudon next says, that Iris general plan, has the follow¬ 
ing ** advantage, which is indeed Us characterisliCf that a pri¬ 
soner may^ during the whole time of his imprisonmenty keep 
himself perfectly retired and unseen by any other prisoner, if he 
choose f* and of course this being ** in addition to" mine, it is 
no part of my plans. In reply to this, I have only to request 
attention to page IG of my work, where the third advantage 
of my system is fully stated to be that ** from each prisoner 
having perfect seclusion from the rest, in the night, or when¬ 
ever such seclusion may be desirable.” So much for Mr. 
Ijoudon's ** characteristic** being ** in addition to** mine. 

' Mr. Loudon then, most properly, exposes the defects of 
almost all the prisons and penitentiaries, both in England and 
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on the coni inent, which he sayt are the want of the means of 
a complete and constant separation of prisoners; imd then 
says, that the design which he submits to you possesses the 
advantages of security and space for air and exercise, with the 
means of complete and continual separation, “ more completely 
than any prison yet built in this country, and in execution is 
not more than usually expensive." Tliis assertion also by iui- 
plication insinuates from the fii st quotation that this is also in 
addition to mine. Jn reply, I shall again refer to my pamphlet, 
page 15. 1 expressly state my first object to be, “ that most 

desirable of all, a complete classijicalion and suUlivision of all the 
prisoners and to those who have not my pamphldt, I beg to 
refer to the Monthly Magazine for October last, where one of 
niy plans has been selected, and this very object explained and 
commended, although the whole of my plans have not had the 
good fortune to meet the approbation of my critic. 

With regard to Mr. I^ijudon's plan, it would not be becom¬ 
ing in me to say much ; but thus far I feel at liberty to assert, 
that his plan lias been published subsequently to mine, which 
he acknowledges to have seen ; that all tlie j)raetical advant¬ 
ages slated to be in his, aie in mine; that 1 desire, nothing 
more than that your candid readers will j>cruse and compare 
both our plans, and award the pahu of originality to him who 
deserves it. However, Mr. Howard and-others, to whom I 
have publicly acknowledged my obligations, will take a consi¬ 
derable share. 

1 also think myself at liberty to say, that with all the inge¬ 
nuity of Mr. Loudon’s plan,^t is evidently too much the work 
of a theorist; that his little yards would be in execution 
unwholesome sinks, his communicating galleries cumbrouB 
and unuseful, and his radiated passages, splendid delusions. 

2 have endeavoured in mine, to throw aside all I luid learnt 
in the office as a draftsman and designer ; all my plans Iiave 
been design-^d for economical execution; and I do not hesitate 
in asserting, they are the cheapest and most secure of any yet 
executed. 

« 

In saying this, I deprecate the charge of egotism, and 
boasting; the system is neither mine nor Mr. Xxmdon'tf, but 
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Howard's; therefore I am bold in praising what that gi'cat 
man suggested. 1 have, as I confess in my preface, done little 
more than make practical inustratious of that great philan¬ 
thropist’s inexecutable theories. 

That you may judge for yourself, I hare taken the liberty 
of enclosing you one of tny pamphlets, and trust to your can¬ 
dour and liberality, to do me justice by reading the parts 1 
have marked, and inserting this letter, with any remarks or 
quotations you may think proper to honour me by inserting, 
in your valuable and highly useful work. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

James Klmes. 

We beg to thank Dr, Francis of New York, for his corres¬ 
pondence and promised communications; and are obliged to 
Messrs. Eastburn and Co. for the copies of the American 
reprint of our Journal, and much flattered by tbeir high 
opinion of its merits. 

The difficulty of communicating with Mr. Watts, and the 
exti*eme accuracy required in printing a paper of the descrip¬ 
tion of that with which he has favoured us, has obliged us to 
omit it in the present Number. W'e shall be happy to act up 
to bis suggestions respecting it, on any future occasion. 

Our Correspondent F. C. M. need be under no apprehension 
of our falling into the error which he kindly cautions us 

4 

against. The article he alludes to has no ** party spirit” in it; 
any other person who had similarly written would have been 
similarly spoken of, as indeed one of the articles referred to 
amply shews. The other notion is really too silly to require a 
grave answer. This Journaljs edited at the Royal Institution, 
by permission of the Managei's, and consistently with the 
** Bye LawS)'* but the Editors alone direct its contents, and arc 
soUUf responsible for them. In other respects, we are much 
obliged by F. C. M.*8 very sensible advice, which, however, he 
must be fully aware is easier given than followed ? ^ 

Semper ego auditor tantum ? Nunquamne reponam ? 
Vexatus toties ^ * 
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Art. XXIV. Mbtiorolooical Diary for the Months of 
December. January, and February. 1818. kept at Eari, 
Spbncer’s Seat at Althorp. in Northamptonshire. The 
Thermometer hangs in a north>eastern aspect, about five feet 
from the ground, and a toot trom the wall. 


METEOROLOGICAL DIARY 
for December. 1817. 




Thermometer. 

Barometer. 

Wind. 

Low. 

HiEb. 

Morn. 

Even. 

1 * 

Morn. 

1 

Even. 

Monday 

1 

50 

S 3 

29.68 

29.60 

SW 

vW 

Tuesday 

2 

45 

, 45 

2Q.48 

29,^8 

w 

w 

Wednesday 

3 

28,5 

4 * 

29,42 

29.60 

WbN 

NE 

Thursday 

+ 

29.5 

42 

29,81 

29,82 

NW 

SW 

Friday 

5 

35 

47 

29,48 

*9.4* 

! WbS 

1 s 

Saturday I 

6 

36 

40 

29.30 

29,30 

W 

VW 

Sunday | 

7 

30 

41 

29,30 

29,21 

WbS 

vV 

Monday 

8 

33 

40.5 

28,56 

28,51 

SW 

N 

Tuesd^iy 

9 

35 

39 

29,07 

29,10 

WbN 

SVV 

Wednesday 

10 

29 

34 1 

29,18 

^,28 

! WbN 

WNW 

Thursday 

11 

24 

3 « ; 

29,40 29.45 

WNW 

w 

Friday 

12 

18 

3 * 

29.52 > 9 .SS 

w 


Saturday 

13 

33 

39 1 

*9 47 1*9.50 

S£ 

ESE 

Sunday 

14 

37 

45 

29,40 129.32 

£ 

SB 

Monday 

*5 

3 * 

42 

29.49 

*9.50 

W 5 W 

SW 

Tuesday 

10 

33 >$ 

49 

2970 

*9.49 

S 

E 

Wednesday 

*7 

37 


29.49 

29.50 

W 

WSW 

Thursday 

18 

40.5 

44 

28.80 

29,78 


WbS 

Friday 

19 

36 

43 

28,^6 28,80 

WbS 

WbN 

Saturday 

20 

38 

3 y 

29.40 29,54 

N£ 

NE 

Sunday 

21 

^7 

33 

(29 4 ' 

29,47 

£N£ 

ENE 

Monday 

22 

29 

34 

* 9'47 *9.47 

£ 

EbS 

Tuesday 

3^3 

*5.5 

30 

29.48 ;29 46 

NbN 

NW 

Wednesday 

*4 

»8,S 

3 * 

*9.63 129.75 

N£ 

N 

Thursday 

*1 

*7 

3 * 

29,89 

29,98 

N 

N 

bnday 

20 

22 

3 * 


29,99 

W 

SW 

Saturday 

*7 

*7 

37 

29.70 

29.40 

WbS 

ws^y 

Sunday 

28 

31 

36 

29,60 

29.84 

Wb.^ 

NW 

Mond.*y 

29 

* 5.5 

3**5 

30.05 

2g.o2 

w 

wsw 

Tuesday 

30. 

31 

38 

29.88 

29.88 

WbS 

WSW 

Wednesday 

3 > 

22 


1^.97 

* 9»97 

WbS 

w 


VoL. V. O 
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Thennomcter. I Barometer. 


Wind. 


Low. High. Mom. I Even. Morn. Eren, 


Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesda} 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 


19*5 

a8 

a8 

34 

3* 

33 
3* 

34 
3 * 

40.5 

36 

37 

37 

38 

36 

33 

29 

3*»S 

33 

3 t 

3* 

3* 

30 

4* 

3» 

3S»5 

28.5 

37 
3 a >5 


27>5 

34 

33 

4* 

40,5 

4' 

44 

40 

45>5 

50 

47 

46 

S* 

50 

48 

4* 

49 
38 

4* 

4* 

44»S 

38 

4» 

4 * 

48 

4» 

4 »»S 

39 

36 


29»97 

30.00 

29,56 

29>38 

29.39 
29,88 

29.98 

29.99 
29,92 

29,68 

29,68 

29.77 
29,65 

29,68 

29.49 

29,70 
29,60 

29.78 

30.28 

30.29 

29,70 
29,82 

29.50 
29,38 
29.84 

29,70 

* 9*73 

29.40 

29,59 

28.8i 

29,10 



30,05 
29,78 
30,12 
29,82 
29,68 
29,51 
29,92 
29,68 
29,7 a 
29,47 
29,50 
29,78 

29*93 

30*30 

30,08 

* 9*97 

29 H 7 

29,40 

29,42 

29,82 

29,50 



W 

E 

£ 

SE 

S 

WNW 

wsw 

w 

w 

sw 

wsw 

w 

SW 

NE 

SW 

SW 

w 

w 

w 

sw 

n 


SW 

W 

SW 

w 

WhS 

W 

WSW 

W 

wsw 

w 


ENE 

E 

ESE 

SSW 

£ 

W 

W 

W 

WSW 

WSW 

SSW 

sw 

w 

WbS 

W 

SW 

w 

w 

SW 

SW 

w 

SW 

w 

W 

SSW 

w 

s 

w 

SB 

w 

w 
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METEOROLOGICAL DIARY 


for February^ 1818. 


Wind. 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 



W 

^bS 

W 

w 

SSE 

S£ 

sw 

£ 

£ 

S£ 

£SE 

E 

S 

S 

S 

S 

SbW 

W 

W 

W 

W 

SW 

w 


w 

WbN 

NW 

N£ 

SSW 

ssw 

WbS 

W 

WbS 

EbS 

S 

SE 

S£ 

EbS 

BS£ 

SB 

S 

SSW 

S 

S 

S 

ENE 

SbW 

SW 

w 

w 

WbS 

SW 










Select Liit of New Publications during the Three Iasi 

Months. 

Botakt. 

MuBcologia Britannica* containing the Mosses of Grei^ Bri* 
tain and Ireland, sjrstematically arranged and described; with 
plates illustrative of the characters of the genera and species. 
By W. Jackson Hooker, F. R. S. and Thomas Taylor M.H. 
M.R. I, A. &c. With 31 plates, 8vo. 11 . 11s. 6d. 

Mathbmatics and Natural History. 

Nautical Almanack and Astronomical Ephemeris. Pub¬ 
lished by order of the Commissioners of Longitude, for the 
years 1818 , 19 # and 20 . Royal 8vo, 6s. each. 

Tables requisite to be used with the Nautical Almanack for 
finding the Latitude and Longitude at Sea, 8vo. 6s. The 
Apmndix, 2 s. 

Evening Amusements, or the Beauties of the Heavens dis¬ 
played ; in which several striking appearances to be observed 
in various evenings in the Heavens, during the year 1818 are 
described. By W. French# Esq. M. A. 12 mo. 3 s. 

A Synoptical Catalogue of British Birds# intended to iden¬ 
tify the species mentioned by different names in several cata¬ 
logues already extant. By Thomas Forster, F. L. S. 8vo. 3 s. 

Mbdicxkb, Anatomy, and Chiruxgbry. 

Account of some Experiments made with the Vapour of 
Boiling Tar# in the cure of Pulmonary Consumptions. By 
Alex. Crichton, M. D. F. R. S. 8vo. 2 s. fid. 

Transactions of the Association of Fellows and Licentiates of 
the King's and Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland, 8vo. 
voL 11 . 14 s. 

Medico-Chinirgical Transactions, published by the Medical 
and Chinirgic^ Society of London. 8vo. vol. 8. part 2 . 
10 s. fid. 

An Essay on the IMsorders of Old Age, and on the means 
fbr prolonging human Life. . By Anthony Carlisle, F. R. S. 
F. S. A. F. L. S. 8vu. 5 s. 

The Continental Medical Repository. By E. Von Embden. 
Nos. 1 and 2 . 8yo. 3 s. fid. each. 

O|>8e^tion8 on'some important points in the practice of 
MUmdy Surgstf^ and in the arrangement and police of Hos- 
piUlB, iilustratedt by Cases and Dissection, By John IJennen# 
Deputy Inspector of Hospitals. 8vo. 12s. 
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Memoirf and Reports on the efficacy of Sulphurous Fund- 
^tion in the treatroeiit of disease of the Skin. Joints, and 
Glandular System. &c. &c. &c. From the French ofJ.C; 
Gales. M. D. Illustrated with several coloured Engravings. 
118 Cases, and copious Observations. By Rees Price, Member 
of the Royal College of Surgeons, 8vo. 

An Essay on the Human Ear, descriptive of the causes of 
Deafness, Diseases of the Ear. modes of Cure. &c. By W. 
Wright, Esq. Surgeon Auriat to her Majesty. 8vo. 6s. 


NaviGATioir. 

The possibility of approaching the North Pole asserted. By 
the Hon. Daines Barrington. With a Map and additional 
Observations. By Col. Beaufoy, F. R.S. 8vo. 9 s, 

Topography, Votagbs, and Travels. 

The History and Antiquities of Croydon. By the Rev. D, W. 
Garrow, B. D. with plates. 8vo. 

Anecdotes respecting Cranboume Chase. By W. Chkhn, 
Clerk. 8vo. 4 s. 

Introduction to the Beauties of England and Wales, compris¬ 
ing Observations on the History and Antiquities of the Britons, 
the Romans in Briton, the Anglo-Danes, Anglo-Saxons.^ and 
Anglo-Normans. Together with Remarks on the progress of 
Ecclesiastical, Military, and D«»me8tic Architecture in suc¬ 
ceeding Ages. With Maps, &c. &c. By James Norris Brewer. 
Demy 8vo. 11 . 4 s. royal Svo. 11 . 11 s. 6d. 

Observations, Moral, Literary, and Antiquarian, made dur¬ 
ing a Tour through the whole of the Pyrennees, France, Swit¬ 
zerland, Italy, and the Netherlands, in the years 1814 and 
1815 . By John Milford, Jim. late of St. John’s College, 
Cambridge. Svo. S vols. 11 . Is. 

The Narrative of Captain Tuckey; the Journal of Professor 
Smith; and Miscellaneous Observations on a Voyage of Dis¬ 
covery up the River Zaire, or Congo, in South Africa; with 
an Introduction explanatory of the Motives and Objects of the 
Exp'.dition, with Biographical Notices of the unfortunate Suf¬ 
ferers : and an Appendix, containing a systematic Account of 
the Natural History of Congo, along the Line of the River.' 
With a Chart of the River, several Engraved Views, numerous 
Wood Cuts, and Plates of new and interesting Objects of 
Natural History. Published under the directioin^n Burrow^ 
Esq. F. R. S. In 1 vol. 4 to. 21 . 



Liit of PutHcations, 

J&MUnt of a Voyage of Discovery to the Western Coast of 
06 i:e^ and the threat Loo Choo Island, in the Japan Sea, in 
H. M. S. Lyra. By Captain Basil HaII, R. N. F. R. S. L. et B. 
witli a Vocabulary of the Language of that Island by Lieute- 
nint Cliffbrd* R. N.> and an Appendix, containing Charts and 
.various Hydn^raphical and Scientific Notic^. Ilhistiated by 
Eight coloured Kngravlngs, after Drawings by Havell, of Sce¬ 
nery, and the Costume of the People of Corea, and particularly 
of the more interesting Inhabitants of Loo Choo. In one 
volume, 4 to. $ 1 . 2 s. 

Notes on a Journey in America, from the Coast of America 
to tile Territory of Illinois; by Morris Birkbeck, author of 
Notes on a Tour in France. 8vo. 5 «. 

The Personal Travels of M. De Humboldt to the Equinoctial 
Regions, of the New Continent, during the years 1799-1804. 
Translated by Helen Maria Williams, under the immediate 
inspection of the Author. 8vo. vol. 3 . 1 (. Is. 

Narrative of My Captivity in Japan, during the years 1811 , 
1812 , and 1813 . With Observations on the Country and 
People. By Captain Gollownin. R. N. 8vu. 2 vols. iSs. " 

Rome, Naples and Florence, in 1817 * By the Comte de 
Stehdahl. 8 vo. tOs. 6 d. 

Travels through some parts of Germany, Poland, Moldavia, 
and Turkey. By Adam Neale, M. D. late Physician to the 
‘Embassy at Constantinople. 4 to. 2 f. 2 s. 
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SCIENCE AND THE ARTS. 


Art. I. Sigmr Monticelli*s Report to'tM 
Academy of Sciences at Naples, upon the Eruption 
Vesuvius in December 

'■p . ^ 

JL n 1 s eruption of Mount Vesuvius began on the 

terminated on the Sfith of pecember last. On the ’■ 23 rd I 

was at Resina, and on the 24 th at Torre doV Annunciata, so 

that 1 had an opportunity of observing the two currents of 

lava, one of which ran towards the plain of Fedinientana, tho 

other towards Mauro. On the 24 th, I remarked that the 

sumll conical hillock which stood near the centre.of . the 

Ihccrater had disappeared; itseemede^vaUowedupby'thcss^e - 

ignWomous aperture which raised it m J. 816 , The Mother 

smaller hillock upon the western ridge of the crater had also 

fallen in, and was swallowed up by a very large rent upon 

that side of the Volcano,—Instead of these 1 foUnd 

the recent lava curiously disposed in,:^ 

fortifying, as it were, the antiehf 

west sides; convex, and very irregular upon the north and 
south. Of this wail some parts are quite even and regular," 
looking exactly like our terraces; thewhole was extreniely;hi^;, 
and apparently incandescent in the interior, as' seen v 

some of the holes and tissurcs. 1 have little doubt 
these walls were hollow, not only from this 
from the sound occasioned by throwing q lafge si 
VoL. V. ' P , - 
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part of them. Upon the south, all former appearances are 
d^trojed, and there has been produced a rcry gently inclined 
plain, covered with fine sand ; indeed it would have been im¬ 
possible here to have recognized the former edge of the crater, 
were it not for two large blocks of stone which were thrown 
up in the eruption of 1812, and which, though muck changed 
by the action of two small fumarolee underneath them, which 
have burned since the year 1815, still serve as landmarks. 
This plain is often traversed by long fissures more or less per¬ 
pendicular, running east and west. 

On the second of March we counted round the crater four¬ 
teen apertures, most of which were still smoking; one of them 
was circular, and about two feet in diameter; it was per¬ 
fectly quiet, and appeared of an unfathomable depth. The 
largest of them is on the northern side of the crater, at a little 
distance from the great fissure which rent the cone asunder 
during the eruption of 1813, and which has been inlircly ob- 
Uterated, or at least covered by the late formation of lava. 
Upon the north*cast side, a little above the sandy plain, is the 
new crater, which poured forth the lava that cut the cunc of 
the volcano, and took the direction of Mauro. This lava spread 
round the antient Somma, and upon the cast side of that 
mountain descended through a wood, and ])asbing before a 
house belonging to the Prince of Ottaiano, reached to within 
a very short distance of the principal street of Mauro. On the 
26th of December, while we were observing the progress of 
the' torrent, from a small wood of oaks near the Prince's 
Casino, we were suddenly surprised and alarmed by the motion 
of the ground we were staj^ing upon, and immediately after¬ 
wards, three small jets of flame made their appearance at a few 
feet only from us; we therefore hurried away to a place of 
safety, expecting a repetition of the same pheenomenon, but 
we only observed jets of smoke here and there in the wiX)d. 

Whilst observing Vesuvius on the 24th of December, I re¬ 
marked lava flowing flromflve apertures, which augmented the 
current that formerly issued from the south side of the cone 
previous to the destruction of Torre del iireco, and in which 
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were small apertures emittins; flame, and rapidly appearing 
and dlsapiti'aring in successiqii. The light was very intense 
and splendid. 

On the north ol’ the great fissure of the crater above alluded 
to, the recent lava assumed the aspect of basaltic columns. 

On the ‘i7th of December, a cavern near Mauro was covered 
with a white incrustation of salt, sublimed from below; its 
quantity was so considerable, that 50 or 60 people made a 
prolitable occupation of collecting it; for this purpose they 
either broke the stones, or scrajicd off the saline matter, and 
replaced them in their former situations, and a day or two 
afterwards they became again covered as before. We often, 
saw the (Icpoaition of this sublimate, which I am induced to 
believe required the presence of air tor its formation, for it 
only exi'^.ted near the surface, or in cavities open to the access 
of atnio‘'})heni; air. The same observation appl*. ^ tv* uie beau¬ 
tiful speci.lien‘s of sublimed oxide of iron (fer oli^istej. Various 
otlicr hubliiiiatos were deposited upon the lava, but in much 
smaller quantity; their colours were chiefly yellow, red, and 
green ; they were iiicis! abundant near the large crater; 
the yellow and red were dcdiqucscent; but the yellow and 
green [)ermanent. The smell of muriatic acid, though fre* 
qiicntly perceived near the largo bvirning orifice of the moun¬ 
tain, was never observed in the lava of Maurc*. 

The sand ojocted during this eruption, was of two kinds; 
one red and in large grains, found upon th.e west ridge of the 
mountain; the other of a colour approaching to violet, and 
much liner. 

On the ^5th the air was dark ; there was not a breath of 
wind ; but the sea on the coeist was extremely agitated. In 
the evening there was a hail storm accompanied by red sand. 
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Art. II. Instructions for the Atljustments and Use of the 
Instruments intended for the Northern Expeditions.* 

Captain Kater's Directions for the use of the Instruments executed 

under his Superintendance. 

o^ B of the many objects of scientific research which present 
themselves on the present occasion, is the length of the pen¬ 
dulum vibrating seconds in a high northern latitude; an<l 
from the excellence of the instruments provided, we may con¬ 
fidently hope for results on this and on various other subjects* 
far more satisfactory than any that have yet been obtained. 

A Clock is sent out with each Expedition, the pendulum of 
which, cast in one solid mass, vibrates on a blunt knife edge 
resting in longitudinal sections, of hollow cylinders of agate. 
The points to be determined are, the number of vibrations 
made by the pendulum of this clock in a certain known interval 
of time; the arc in which the vibrations arc performed; the 
temperature; the lieight of the barometer; tlic latitude and 
k>ngitudc of the place of observation; and (if practicable) 
its elevation above the level of the sea. 

A Transit accompanies each clock, the adjustments of which 
are. 

To place the vertical wire perpendicular to the htirizon; and 

The line of collimation at right angles to the axis. The 
level requires no correction, it having been pcrmancittly ad 
justed by the maker. 

Slide the eye piece in or out till the wires are seen distinctly. 
Direct the telescope to some distant and well defined small 
object, and turn the milled head which is on the side of the 
transit till the object is seen with perfect distinctness. Place 
the level on the axis, and bring the bubble to the middle by 


* These Instructions were printed by desire of the Council of tlie 
ilojal Society, and copies were distrilmlcd among the proper per- 
soiu employed on the above occasion. 
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the screw which elevates or depresses one of the Ys. The 
axis of the transit will then be parallel to the liorizon. 

Havini;- brought the object to the central vertical wire by 
means of the screws which act horizontally on one of the Ys, 
observe whctlnT the same part of the object is covered by the 
wire whilst the telescope is elevated or depressed, and if not, 
correct half the aj>parent deviation by turning round the cell 
which contains tlic wires. 

The vci rical wire covering some well defined distant object, 
take the instrument vmt of the Ys, and carefully invertit, when, 
if the wire no longer covers the same part of the object, correct 
half the error by means of the screws which act horizontally 
upon the wires, unscrewing tlie one and screwing the other; 
and tin remaining half by the screws which act horizontally 
on one of the Ys. llepeat this operation till the vertical wire 
covers the auine part of the object in both positions of the 
telescope; the line of coUiination will then be perpendicular 
to the 

These adjustments once made will seldom vary. 

Of the Ohaervations wcemnry to obtain the Number of Vibrations 

made tnj the Venduluni of the Clock during a certain interval. 

Screw the triangular support of the clock \cry firmly to¬ 
gether, and having taken off the head, fix the cluck-case to the 
support by the screws for that purpose. Bring the bubble of 
the level which is near the agates, to the middle by means of 
Die screw wliich acts on the piece projecting behind from the 
triangular bUi>port, taking particular care that the three legs 
of tile support rest on a very firm foundation, as on the sta¬ 
bility of this will depend in a great measure the accuracy of 
the results. Next, see that the fork which is connected by a 
joint to the crutch is perpendicular, as it would otherwise be 
liable to injury. 

The pendulum is now to be taken from its case, and care¬ 
fully passed up through the ajicrturc which is made to admit 
it at tiic back of the clock, and gently lodged on the brass 
near tlie agate. In this part of the operation the most minute 
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caution is necessary to keep the pendulum as nearly perpen¬ 
dicular as possible^' in order that the weight of the ball may 
not bend the rod. 

The pendulum may now be held by the rod with one hand 
and raised, whilst the other hand employed in guiding the 
knife edge, so that it may be properly lodged in the agate cy¬ 
linders. The figure engraved on the ball of the pendulum 
should be in front. 

Turn up the fork attached to the crutch, so that it may em¬ 
brace the rod of the pendulum. Hang on the weight, wind 
up.the clock, replace the head of the case, and then gently set 
.the pendulum in motion. Listen to the beats of the pendulum, 
and if they are not made at equal intervals, \inscrew the lower 
screw which attaches the clock case to the triangular support, 
and move the clock case a very little to the right or left, till 
the beats are perfectly equalized. When this is effected, let 
the screws which attach the clock case to the support be firmly 
tightened. 

The thermometer is now to be hung in its jdace in the clock 
case; and the door being open, the whole is to be left for some 
hours, that the pendulum may acquire the temperature'of the 
surrounding .atmosphere. 

During this interval, the transit instrument may be put up, 
and screwed to the firm block provided for its support. 

When tl\c pendulum may be supposed to have attained a 
steady temperature, the next step is to compare the clock with 
a chronometer which I shall call No. I, distinguishing the 
others by Numbers 2 , 3 , ftc. Shut the door of the clock case, 
and set down the hour shewn by the clock, and the minute 
which is about to be ^completed. Place the car close to the 
clock, and begin counting the seconds, looking at the same 
time at the chronometer No. 1, and on counting 60 seconds, 
^hich will complete tha minute of the clock registered, mark 
carefully* the second, and iiiiction of a second shewn by the 
chronometer, and set this down together with the minute and 
hour* Open the door of the clock case, and observe the height 
of the thermometer, taking it by estimation to the tenth of a 
degree. Next, remark the extent of the arc of vibration of 



intended for the Northern ^xpeditiom, 205 

the pendulum, for which purpose a black line is drawn at the 
bottom of the ball. The mean of the arcs observed to the right 
and left, will be the true arc of vibration to be registered, and 
this must be estimated to the tenth of each division of the arc* 
This completes the cuuiparison of the clock with the chro> 
nometer No. 1 , and the clock case is now to be shut. 

Compare the chronometer No. 1 , with No. 2 , No. 3 , &c., 
and according as these last are faster or slower^ add or subtract 
then* re 9 ])eclive differences to the time shewn by chronometer 
No. 1, before registered. The results will be the times which 
were shewn by the chronometer No. 2 , See. when the clock 
was compared with No. 1, which times are to be registered in 
appropriate columns, the rate of each chronometer being noted 
at the head of its column. The height of the barometer lUay 
also be now registered. 

The temperature and arc of vibration should be observed 
and set down at equal intervals of two or three hours, in order 
to obtain a true mean of both. 

At the end of ten or twelve hours, the comparison of the 
chronometer No. 1. with the clock and with the other chro¬ 
nometers is to be repeated, and the observations will be con¬ 
tinued in like manner during ns long a period as circumstances 
may permit. 

The following form may be found convenient for registering 
the observations. 


At - - 

Lat. Long. Height above the sea 

Date. 

Time by 
the Clock. 

Time by Chron. 
No. 1. gaining 
(or losing.) 

Time by Chron. 
No. 2. gaming 
(or losing.) 

Time by Chron. 
No. d. gaining 
(or losing.) 

k 

N 

5 ^ 
H 

a fi 

1 

s 

£ 







> 
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During the course of the observations above described, 
others will be made with the transit, when the weather permits 
in the following manner. 

The error of the chronometer must be determined, and the 
transit brought nearly into the meridian, in the manner which 
will be detailed in tieating of the variation transit. For it 
must be recollected that it is not necessaiy to bring the transit 
accurately into the meridian, as the interval of time shewn by 
the cluck between the successive transits, and the date of the 
observations, arc all that is required. 

A meridian mark, which accompanies the clock, is now to 
be sent to as great a distance as may be convenient in front of 
the transit, and the person who carries it will move to the 
right or left by signal till it is in the field of the telescope, 
when it is to be firmly fixed in the ground, and the part of it 
intersected by the vertical wire, particularly noted, so that the 
observer may be certain of bringing the transit again accurately 
to the same point, should it sufifor any change of position ; and 
this adjustment must be carefully attended to, previous to 
every observation. ' 

The following noon, the transit being levelled, and brought, 
if necessary, to the meridian mark, the time shewn by the clock 
when the sun’s centre passes the meridian, is to be determined 
by observiug the transit of each limb over the five wires, and 
the temperature by the thermometer in the clock case; the 
arc of vibration and height of the barometer must also be noted 
in the manner already detailed ; the following is the most con> 
venient form for registering the observations. 
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First Limb. 

Second Limb. 

.... 

Mean. 

Wire 

lime. 

Time. 

Wire. 

1 



5 


9 . 



4 


3 



3 


4 



2 


5 



1 


Tr 

ansit of G's centre. 



The transit of the sun ^vi^ thus betaken whenever the weather 
will permit, carefully remembering to refer constantly to the me¬ 
ridian markj anti to level the axis of the instrument. Thus 
will be obtained by two **cpaiiite methods, one of which is in¬ 
dependent of unfavourable weatl»er, data from which to deduce 
the comparative length of the pendulum at London, and at the 
place of observation, together with the conclusions dependant 
on this interesting subject of enquiry. 

Of the Adjustments on the Variation Transit. 

1. Place the vernier of the horizontal circle at the 90 th 
degree. Open the covers of the Ys and take off the micro¬ 
scope cap. Place the telescope horizontal, the level hanging 
below the axis, and by means of the screws which support the 
instrument, bring the bubble to the middle of the level. 

Take the telescope out of the Ys, and turning it half round 
horizontally, replace it carefully in them, when if the bubble 
is not in the middle, cause it to return through half the 
(quantity of the variation by means of the serews belonging to 
one of the arms attached to the axis of the instrument, and 
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the remaining half by the screws which support the instru¬ 
ment. Repeat this operation till the bubble remains in the 
middle in both positions of the telescope, allowing sufficient 
time for the bubble to settle, when the axis of the instrument 
will be parallel to the horizon. 

2. The telescope remaining as at Hrst, and the bubble in the 
middle of the level, turn the horizontal circle half round, when 
if the bubble should have quitted the middle, cause it to return 
through half the space by altering the screws which elevate or 
depress one of the Ys, and the other half by the screws which 
support the instrument. ^Repeat this operation, if necessary, 
till the bubble remains in the middle of the level in both pr)si- 
tions, when the azimuth circle will be parallel to the axis of 
the instrument. ^ 

3 . Every thing remaining as before, turn the telescope half 
round, vertically, so as for the level to be above the axis, and 
correct half the variation of the bubble by means of the vertical 
screws belonging to the arm attached to the axis of the instru-* 
ment, and the remaining half by the screws of the level. Re¬ 
turn the telescope to its former position, and if necessary, 
repeat the operation, and when the bubble remains in the 
middle in both positions of the telescope, the arms of the level 
are of equal length, as well as the arms attached to the axis. 

4 . Place the telescope in a perpendicular position, and by 
means of the screws which act at right angles to the arms 
attached to the axis, bring the bubble to the middle of the 
level. 

5 . To find the index error of the vertical circle. 

Level the instrument carefully, bring any well defined sta¬ 
tionary object to the honzontal wire of the telescope, and take 
the mean of the readings of both verniers for the apparent 
altitude* Turn the instrument half round in azimuth, and 
again take in like manner the apparent altitude of the same 
object, the mean of which apparent altitudes will be the true 
altitude, and the dififerenee between this and either of the ap¬ 
parent altitudes, will be the index error to be applied according 
as the vertical circle is to the right or left of the observer at 
time of observation. 
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These adjustments are all that regard the instrument con¬ 
sidered as a theodolite or a transit, and though I have detailed 
them at length, it will not in fact be necessary to examine 
more than the first; only remembering always to level the 
instrument when the telescope is horizontal, and the level be¬ 
low the axis. The method of placing the line of collimation 
perpendicular to the axis, has been already described among 
the aJjustments of the transit, and I shall not touch upon the 
adjustments which relate to the instrument as a variation 
compass, the instructions for using it, rendering any attention • 
to these unnecessary. 

Method of uswg the Variation Transit. 

Let the error of the chronometer be carefully ascertained by 
means of altitudes taken at a sufficient distance from noon, or 
by any other method. And here I may remark, that in taking 
altitudes with a sextant from which it is intended to deduce 
the time, the best method of obtaining an accurate result, ap¬ 
pears to be to take a set of altitudes of the sun's upper limb, 
and-another set of the lower limb, and having worked each 
bct separately, to take the mean of the times thus obtained, as 
the error which might arise from any acquired habit of 
observing either close or open will thus be obviated. Take the 
equation of time from the nautical almanack, and apply it with 
its sign to twelve hours. To this add or subtract the error of 
the chronometer, according as it is too fast or too slow. The 
result will be the time shew'n by the chronometer when the 
sun's centre is on the meridian. 

Take also the time of the sun's semi-diaroeter passing the 
meridian at Greenwich, from the nautical almanack, and con* 
vert it into seconds, the logarithm of which added to the dif¬ 
ference between the cosine of the latitude, and 9.7943612 (the 
cosine of the latitude of Greenwich) will be the logaritl^ of 
the time in seconds, of the sun's acmi-diameter passing the 
meridian at the place of observation. '”Sui>tract this from the 
time of the sun’s centre passing the meridian, as shewn by the 
chronometer, and also add it to the same time, the results will 
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gire the time shewn by the chTonometer when the sun's first 
and second limbs are on the meridian. 

Place the magnetic transit on its-support, so that the needle 
may be at liberty to take the direction of the magnetic meri* 
dian, and the Ternier being at ISO®, and the telescope hori¬ 
zontal, with the level beneath the axis, bring the bubble lo the 
middle of the level. Do the same, the vernier being at 90 ®» 
and repeat the operation if necessary, till the bubble remains 
stationary in the middle in both positions. 

A little before the time of the sun's first limb coming to the 
meridian, direct the telescope to the sun, and clamp the tan¬ 
gent screw firmly to the azimuth circle. Let an assistant 
count the seconds of the chronometer aloud, whilst the observer 
by means of the tangent screw carefully keeps the first limb of 
the sun on the central vertical wire, and when the assistant 
pronpunces the second, at which the sun’s first limb comes to 
the meridian, the observer must quit the tangent screw, and 
wait till the second limb approaches the central wire; the as¬ 
sistant then counts aloud as before ; and at the calculated se¬ 
cond, should not the last limb of the sun be accurately on the 
wire, the observer must perfect the contact by means of the 
tangent screw. 

The variation transit being now, it is to be presumed, very 
nearly in the meridian, the degrees and minutes slicwn by the 
vernier are to be registered ; and it would be advisable to bring 
the telescope down to the horizon and remark whether either 
of the wires bisects some well defined object, by means of 
which the instrument may again be brought into the meridian, 
if necessary. 

Unclamp the tangent screw, and turn the instrument in 
azimuth till the telescope is brought parallel to to the needle. 
Put on the microscojje cap, and directing the telescope to one 
end of the needle, adjust the cap till the mark on the needle 
is well defined ; then clamp the tangent screw. 

Open the covers of the Ys, and by means of the tangent 
■crew, bring the mark on the needle to the central wire of the 
tt^MGope, and register the degrees and minutes shewn by the 
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vernier. Do the same with the other end of the needle. Take 
tlie telescope out of the Ys, and having inverted it, repeat the 
observations at both extremities of the needle, being careful 
not to touch the microscope cap. The mean of the four read¬ 
ings thus obtained, will be the reading at the magnetic me¬ 
ridian, the difference between which and the reading, when 
the telescope was in the true meridian, will give the variation 
of the needle, which is cither east or west, as the north point 
of tlje needle is east or west of the true meridian. 

Great care must be taken that no iron is in the tent; or 
about the person of the observer, during the observations. 

If the sun's upper or lower limb be brought in contact with 
the horizontal wire during the transit, the meridian altitude 
may be read oiF on the vertical circle, aud the latitude of the 
place of observation to a certain degree of exactness may be 
thus obtained. 


Of the Dipping Needle. 

The dipping needle, which I am about to describe, is in¬ 
tended also to determine the comparative intensity of the 
magnetic force, and this will be treated of in the following 
article. The needle is supj)ortcd on horizontal planes of agate 
by an axis which j)asses through it, and the jnoper situation of 
the axis is dctei miucd by means of two Ys, in which it is to 
be lodged; and these are gently lowered till the axis rests 
wholly on the agate ])hines. I'hc needle vibrates within a 
circle divided in the usual manner. 

The agate planes may be placed horizontal by a level fixed 
to the piece in which they are embedded, and there is also a 
small level at right angles, to adjust the plate which supports 
the vertical circle. 

A horizontal needle accompanies the instrument, by which 
it may be placed in the magnetic meridian. All the other ad¬ 
justments arc so contrived as to be permanent; nothing there-' 
fore is necegsary but to describe the manner of using the in- 
strumont. 

Take off the glass cover, place the horizontal needle on iU 
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support, and turn the instrument in azimuth, till the point of 
the needle corresj^ds with the mark on the horizontal plate. 
Level the instrument by means of the three screws which sup¬ 
port it, and again examine the needle, and correct any deviation 
fh>m the mark on the horizontal plate. Remove the Imrizontal 
needle, and having elevated the Ys, place the axis of the dip¬ 
ping needle in them, and put on the glass cover. Lower the 
Ys very gently, till the axis of the needle is left on the agate 
planes, when the needle will be at liberty to direct itself to¬ 
wards the magnetic pole. Elevate and depress tlic Ys thus 
repeatedly, and read off the degrees and minutes indicated by 
the marks at each extremity of the needle. Next, turn the 
instrument in azimuth 180 °, and having corrected the level if 
necessary, repeat the observations which have just been detailed 
in this position of the circle. To the mean of the readings 
thus obtained, apply the correction written on the board which 
supports the instrument, and the result will be the true dip. 

Of the Magnetic Force. 

In using the needle for ascertaining the intensity of the 
magnetic force, nothing more is necessary than to determine 
the number of vibrations made by the needle in a certain por¬ 
tion of time, together with the arc in which these vibrations 
are performed. For this purpose the instrument being ad¬ 
justed, as directed in the preceding article, and the Ys lowered 
so that the axis rests on the agate planes, let the needle be 
drawn from its position by applying the horizontal needle 
above or below one end of it; the dipping needle will now 
begin to vibrate, and an assistant must mark the time when it 
arrives at the extremity of its arc, and the degree shewn by 
the needle. The vibrations are now to be counted as long as 
they are of sufficient extent to be readily distinguished, and 
the arc observed and registered at every tenth vibration. On 
the completion of the last vibration, a signal will be given to 
the Msistpnttomark the time, which being registci*ed together 
with the degree shewn by the needle, the observations in this 
position of the needle will be finished. 
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Haise the Ys, turn the insitruBient at right angles to itaBrst 
position, lower the Ys, and repeat the obii^vations in the 
manner just detailed. Thus will be obtained the number of- 
vibrations in the magnetic meridian, and at right angles to it, 
from whicli, and the number of oscillations made by the same 
needle in London, may be derived the comparative magnetic 
force and the dip. 

Of the Repeating Circle, 

This excellent instrument, perhaps too little known and ap¬ 
preciated in England, is admirably adapted to occasions where 
the object is to combine much accuracy with great portability. 
In high northern latitudes, the change in the altitude of the 
sun is so slow, that the instruments usually employed, would 
not be found suflicient to enable the observer to obtain his 
time from noon with the necessary degree of precision. A re¬ 
peating circle lias therefore been added to the instruments 
accompanying each Expedition, to supply this defect. 

The principal parts of the repeating circle are tlie front 
telescope, carrying four verniers, by which the arc may be 
read off to ten seconds ; the vertical circle; and the level, 
whicli is attached to a telescope called the back telescope, used 
only in taking terrestrial angles. There is also a small level, 
parallel to the axis of the instrument, by means of which the 
plane of the circle may be placed perpendicular to the horizon* 
'Ihe large level, the circle, and the front telescope, may be 
moved together, or separate, at pleasure. A clamp underneath 
the axis lixesthe circle, and a tangent screw above, is provided 
for slow ujotiiin. The level, or the front telcscop<^ may also 
be clamped at pleasure to tlie circle, and each is furnished 
with a tangent screw. The instrument may be turned in 
azimuth, and has an azimuth circle, which reads off by means 
of vernicis to ten seconds. 

Two brass cups are provided to receive two of the screws 
which support the instrument; the third screw is to rest on a 
triangular piece of brass, ingeniously contrived to give slow 
motion by a fine screw at one of its angles. 
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Though the repeating circle has been already adjusted, it 
may not be supeifiKious to state the manner in which this may 
be effected* r 

1. To place the axis of vision parallel to the circle. 

Bring the circle,as nearly as possible to a vertical position, 

and bisect some very distant object with the perpendicular 
wire. Turn the instrument in azimuth precisely 180^, and 
the telescope again to the oljject, when if the wire dues not 
bisect the same spot, correct half the error by the screws 
which act horizontally on the wires, and the remainder by the 
tangent screw of the azimuth circle: repeat this if necessary, 
till the object is bisected in both positions of the telescope. 

2. To place the plane of the circle truly vertical, and the 
small level at right angles to it. 

Choose some high and well defined stationary object, and 
bisect it with the vertical Avire. Bring the telescope down, 
and view the same object by reflection, from a surface of mer¬ 
cury or water, and if the wire should not bisect the reflected 
image, correct half the deviation by the screws whicli^ support 
the instrument, and half by moving tlie circle in azimuth. 
When this adjustment is perfect, the circle will be truly ver¬ 
tical, and the bubble of the small level being brought to the 
middle by its proper screws, serves as a future racaus of pla¬ 
cing the plane of the* circle in a vertical position. 

3. To place the horizontal wire truly parallel to the horizon, 
the circle being vertical. 

Bisect some well defined object with the horizontal wire, 
and moving the instrument in azimuth, remark whether the 
same part of the object continues covered by the wire; and 
if not, correct half the deviation by turning the cell containing' 
the wires, and the remainder by moving the telescope. When 
the object continues accurately bisected during the motion in 
azimuth, the adjustment is complete. 

To find the Index Error. 

Place the first vernier accurately at zero; then, read off the 
second, third, and fourth verniers, in the dh'cotion of the di¬ 
visions of the circle, and set down these readings with their 
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proper signs as they are +> or —under the first. Collect all 
these together into one sum, ami take the mean, which will be 
the index ermr, to be applied as a correction with an opposite- 
sign in the manner hereafter described. 

O/* the Use of the Repeating Circle. 

rhe principal uic of the Repeating Circle on the present oc- 
casioji, will be to <letcrmine the error of the chronometer, 
either by the zenUh distance of the sun, or by equal altitudes. 

r the first, to detennine tlie zenith distance of the sun, 
and tJjc corresponding time, s»hown by the chronometer, level 
the iri'^trunier.t by means of the small level, and place the first 
vernier at zero by the cl.imp and tangent screw, and the front 
telescope being lo the left hand, bring it to Ihe sun, and 
clamj) the cii'clc. Turn round tlie large level till the bubble 
is near Ihe middle, and having eUinped it lo the circle, adjust 
the bubbh? iiioic accurately by its tangent screw. 1 have 
supposed tlic circle so jdsu ed, that the limb of the sun intended 
to be observed is approaching Ihe horizontal wire. Adjust 
now, if necessary, the bubble of the small level, tlwt the circle 
may be truly vortical, and now w'ait till the sun's limb touches 
tlie horizontal wire. The time at wliich the contact takes 
place, must be noted by an assistant, and registered. 

The ivory scale of tlie level, is divided into parts, each of 
which shews one sc<'ond of inclination, and there are two 
marks indicating its zero. Observe now the distance of each 
end of tiic bubble from its zero, and write down these two 
distances in a line with the time, prefixing the sign+or— ac» 
cording as cither end of the bubble, is nearer to, ov further from 
the observer than the ma)*k indicating zero. 

Turn the instrument in azimuth half round; adjust, if ne¬ 
cessary, the small level, and hy means of the tangent screw 
which moves the cii'cle, bring the bubble of the large level 
near to the middle. Unclamp the front telescope, aiul bringing 
it to the sun, clamp it again, and by its tangent screw, a4itut 
it so that the limb of the sun before observed, may be a little 
short of the wire. Wait till the limb comes in contact with 
VoL. V. Q 



1216 Instructions Jvr the Vse of the Instruments 

the wire, note the time, and register it together with the read¬ 
ings oP the ends of the bubble of the level, as before. This 
oompletes one set of observations, and if the verniers were 
now read off, the correction for the level and index error ap¬ 
plied, and the result divided by two, the apparent zenith dis¬ 
tance due to the mean of the observed times would be ob¬ 
tained. But wo will stippose that greater precision is required. 
Instea(’, therefore of icadiog off, turn the circle in azimuth to 
its original position (remembering always to lay hold of the 
pillar this purpose), unclamp the circle, and by turning it, 
bring the telescope again to the sun, using the bach telescope as 
a handle; clamp the circle, and if necessary, adjust the small 
level; uncluo)]) the large level, and bring it back till its bubble 
is near tl»e centre; clamp it again to the circle, and bring the 
bubbh- lUMier to its zero by the tangent screw. Observe the 
contact of the limb and the horizontal wire, as in the first ob¬ 
servation, registering the time, and the readings of the ends 
of the bubble. Turn the instrument again half round in 
azimmh, a.'id proceed as in observing the second contact. Now 
read off and register the degrees, minutes, and seconds, shewn 
by the first vernier, under w'hich write the minutes and seconds 
shewn by each of the other verniers, of which take the mean, 
and to this apply the correction for the index. 

Add up each column of the readings of the level, carefully 
prefixing the pro|}er sign, and take the mean of the results. 
Apply it according to its sign, to the result before obtained. 
Divide this, by the number of observations (in the present in¬ 
stance four), which will give the apparent zenith distance of 
the observed limb, answering to the mean of the times shewn 
by the chronometer, from which, the true altitude, and error 
of the chronometer, may be obtained in the usual manner. 

It Uiust be carefully lecollected that when the circle is to 
the left hand, the front telescope is on no account to be touched, 
aQ4 when to the right hand, the level is to remain immoveably 
■attached to the.citcle. 

It may not be superfluous to subjoin an example of the 
nKMle of registering the observations. 
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Time by the Readings of the t> j. 
Chronometer. wi •>“ «>« 


level. 


3 ‘27 43,5 + 3 — 31 O's upper Limb. 

30 39,5 + 50 + 48 - 

32 15,5 +8—8 . ^ 

34 5,5 + 2 — 14 


- + 15 
2+78 
+39 


(Correction 


• 

/ 

a 

234 

0 

40 

Second vcr. 


45 

Thii’d ver. 


45 

Fourth ver. 


30 

234 

0 

40 

Level 

+ 

39 

Index 

+ 

1.2 

234 

1 

20,2 


Apparent zenith distance 


58 30 2 



To ohterve equal Al*iludp^ with the Repeating Circle^ 

Clamp the front telescope firmly to the circle, and bring the 
vernier to zero. I^vel the instrument, atid direct the telescope 
to the sun by turning the circle. Fix the circle, and having 
turned the level till the bubble is near the centre, clamp it 
very firmly, and by means of the tangent screw, bring the 
bubble accurately to the middle of the level. Examine also 
the small level. The telescope should have been directed so 
much above the sun, that the upper limb may not have ariived 
at either of the three horizontal wires of the instrument. 
The circle being thus adjusted, observe the time when the 
sun’s upper limb comes in contact with each of the three ho¬ 
rizontal wires. Do the same with the lower limb, and if there 
should be occasion to move the circle in azimuth, carefully ex¬ 
amine the levels, and re-adjust them if necessary, by the 
screws which support the instrument, or the tangent screw 
which moves the circle. The wires should be distinguished by 
numbering them, calling that No. 1, which the sun first 
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touches in the observations before noon, consequently, the 
trire^hich the sun first touches in the afternoon, will be No. 3, 
and the last, with which it fumes in contact, will be No. 1. 
Jn the afternoon, turn the teJesco]>c in azimuth towards the 
sun, when he approuelKS the same altitude, and having care¬ 
fully adjusted the levels, by the screws which support the in¬ 
strument, and tlie tangent screw' winch iiioves the circle, ob¬ 
serve again the times wlien the limbs of the sun eoine succes¬ 
sively in contact ^•.•ith the three wives, reincinbcriug that as 
the sun is descending, it is now the lower limb which comes 
first in contact with the third wire, and which is first to be 
registered. Thus will he obtained six obscrvatio’js of equal 
altitudes, on each sUhj of noon, wiiich must, be arranged in 
pairs, and the intervals and error of the chronoiiieler deter¬ 
mined by the methods which are well known. 

The foUijwing form may be found convenient, adding the 
date, and the latitude ami lougitiule of the place of observation. 
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Of the Use of the Repeating Circle in taking Terrestrial Angles, 

Though the repeating circle will not be employed for this 
purpose on the present expedition, yet it may be serviceable to 
describe the manner in which it may be used on any future 
occasion. 

Place the vernier at zero, unclump the seMU-circ^e, and bring 
the circle into the same plane witli the two objects, the angle 
between which it is required to determine. Turn the circle 
till the ohjccl. which is to the left hanrl, is in the intersection 
of the wires wliicli meet in the centre of the front telescope, 
and then clamp the circle. Bring the back telescope to the 
right hand object, and i>erfect the intersection in both tele¬ 
scopes by the tangent screw belonging to the circle, and that 
of the back telescope. Unclaraj) the circle, and turti it till the 
back tc!cico)>e is brou£bL to the left hand object. Clamp the 
circle, and adjust tl'.c hack telescope accurately to the object 
by means of tlic (anger.t screw which moves the circle* Un- 
clanip.thc front telescope, and bring it to the rigid hand object, 
when, if the degrees, ho, were read off, they would-indicate 
<louble the required angle, jf greater prcci'^ion is desired, un- 
clauip the circle, and turning it, bring the front telescope to 
the left hand object, and the back telescope to the right hand 
object, and procccil as before; repeating the process as often 
a*: may be ibougid mxessarv. The zenith distance of each 
object must also be taken, in order to reduce the observed 
angle to the horizon. 

The instruments wiiich have hitherto been described, can 
only be used on land. 

The Use of Captain Kater's Azimuth Compass, 

Of all instruments Known, the common azimutli compass is 
perhaps the most defective, 'lu evince this, it will be sufficient 
to refer to Captain Pliipps’ voyage, from which it appears, 
that though the observations were made with all j»o3.sible care, 
differences occurred at the same time and place in the variation 
amounting to two, thn.'c, and four degrees, and in one instance, 
even to five degrees ten minutes. The instrument about to 
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be described, will, it is hoped, from some recent improTcments 
made in it, afibrd for more accurate results. 

The compass, which is five inches diameter, is held in the 
hand, and by means of an inclined mirror and lenses, the de* 
grees are seen by reflection considerably magnified; a line 
drawn on a piece of ivory is viewed at the same time, and 
serves as an index by which the degrees are to be read off. 

At the opposite side of the box is a sight on which slides in 
a frame the segment of a glass cylinder, ground to a radius 
of fire inches. By means of this, a fine line of light is thrown 
on the index, and may be seen at the same time as the degrees 
on the card. 

To use the instrument, elevate the sight, and turning it to* 
wards the sun, slide the glass along it till the line of light is 
thrown on the index. Adjust the sight next the eye, by sliding 
it in the dovetail groove till the index line is seen distinctly. 
Remark, now, whether the line of light seen on the piece of 
ivory through the lens appears narrow and well defined; and 
if it does not, incline the sight furthest from the eye, towards 
the compass, till the requisite distinctness is attained. Be 
careful that the sight neither leans to the right or left, but is 
held perpendicular to the horizon in the direction between 
the sun and the observer, as the neglect of this precaution is 
the principal source of error to be apprehended. Let the 
compass be now inclined towards the observer, so as to check 
the vibrations of tlie card, by bringing it in contact with the 
index, and two pins fixed near it for that purpose. Do this 
repeatedly, till the card is steady, the compass being sufliciently 
inclined from the observer, just to free the card from the in~ 
dex. The line of light being then accurately bisected by the 
index line, the degree, &c. also indicated by this line, may be 
read off at the moment that an assistant takes the altitude oi 
the sun* If the card should not be perfectly steady, the mean 
of its vibrations may be very readily estimated. The degrees 
on the card are read from the north towards the east, and are 
carried round to 3^0", in order to obviate the possibility of 
error in this respect. To the degrees and minutes thus ob- 
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teined, must be applied the correction written on the card, 
and the result will be the true magnetic position of the sun, 
from which, and the observed altitude, the variation of the 
needle may be obtained in the usual manner. When the va¬ 
riation is to be determined for the purpose of correcting the 
ship s 00111*50, it is sufficient, and indeed necessary, that the 
magnetic azimuth should be taken without any reference to 
the local attractions which may affect the needle; but for 
scientific deductions, after a certain number of observations 
have been obtained with the ship's head in one direction, she 
should be put on an opposite course, and another set of obser¬ 
vations taken from the same spot; the mean of the tw o results 
will be the true variation of tlie needle. 

The compass above described is also well calculated for 


surveying, for which indeed it was originally intended. To 
apply It to Its purpose, nothing more is necessary tlian to 
slide the frame containing the segment of the glass cylinder 
to the top of the sight, when a hair will be seen, which must 
be made to bisect the object viewed by direct vision at the 
moment that its bearing is also read off by reflection.* 

On approaching the Pole, tlie-north end of the needle will 
incline downwards; but the card may again be readily balanced 
by taking out the ring and glass, and attaching a small bit of 
wax to the south part of the needle. 


OJ the Altitude Insimmeni. 

The fogs which obscure the horizon in high northern 
atitudes, but through which the sun may yet continue visible, 

* IS another mode of using this compaas, which may per- 

laps bciouiid more convenient an .1 accurate than that which has 
ecn desenhed. It is simply to turn back the reflecting sight, and 

and in read offihedeg.ccs by direct vision; 

and tins,.leo.dod a.Iv.ulagc, that if the compass should not 

cor irtth 

ctiior. Grcalciirc,however, isnccessary.nottomistakc 

in reading the lignrcs indicating the degrees, and this may be pre¬ 
vented by viewing them also by reflection. 
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render some contrivance necessary to take altitudes without 
reference to the horizon. Tor this purpose T thouglit of the 
following instrument, which may perhaps be found useful, if 
other methods fail, A small telescope with cross hairs, is 
fixed to a divided circle, about the centre of which a vernier 
moves, furnished wiih a tangent screw for slow motion; and 
at right angles to the arm which carries the vernier, a level 
is fixed. At the centre of the ciride a mirror is placed, capable 
of being turned on its axis, so that the bubble of the level 
may be seen with the left eye, whilst the right is employed in 
looking at the sun. A lens is added to obtain distinct vision 
of the bubble. 

To use this instrument, let the observer roverIhe centre of 
the sun with the cross wires, liolding the circle vertical, an*l 
then ,turn the mirror till the biibb'e of the level is .seen by 
reflection through the lens by the left eye, the level having been 
previously placed nearly horizontal. The vernier being clam ped, 
the oKserver will bring the bubble of the level to the- middle, 
by means of the tangent screw, the centre of the sun being at 
the same time on tlie cross wires. 

It is not to be exj;ected that tlie bubble should I'emain sta¬ 
tionary, but iluctuatc backward.^ mul forwards; all that i.>< 
required being, that it should not rest at either end of the level. 
The vernier Ls now to be read off, and the tangent screw being 
moved a little, the observation is to be repeated several times 
in like manner, and the mean of the whole taken. 

The face of the instrument is uow to be turned to the other 
side, and the observations repeated in this position, in order to 
remove any error of colliniatitin. The mean of both lesults 
will be the apparent altitude of the sun’s centre. 

I must here caution the observer against expecting a near 
coincidence in hU readings; for though the mean n suU may 
be hoped to be within three or four minutes of the truth, the 
coincidence of the readings, as well as the accuracy of the 
result, will depend principally on the steadiness with which tho 
observer can keep the centre of the sun on the cross wires. 
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Of the Hydrometer. 

Tlie hydrometer is intended to determine the specific gravity 
of sea water in different latitudes. It consists of a ball having 
a small sleiii projecting from it, ttirmiiiated by a cup, and oh' 
the opposite part of the ball is a weight sufficient to cause it 
to sink when immersed in distilled water of the temperature 
of 5(>*^ until a murk made on the stein is on the surface of the 
WfPtcr. The weiglilof the hydrometer a little exceeds 1000 
grains, consequently the weight of diatilled water displaced 
by it will also be a 1000 grains. The box contains circular 
weights of 10, 20, ^O, &c. grains, and in separate jiapers are 
weights of single gruinsand tenths. The tenths are made of 
wire, iind their value may be known by the number of parts 
into which tijey are bent. The nr ihogany box is inclosed in a 
tin case, intended to coiit<iin tiie .*^ 0:1 water. 

To u.-c ilie HU the tin vessel nearly with the 

sea water, and j/late the hydrometer in H. Carefully examine 
uliftlicran) bubbhs ol jurure attached to the hydrometer, and 
if so, veumve them uhlt a hair 1 eneil r*r loather. Idace now 
weights v.u the cup .sufficient to sink the hydrometer tu the 
mark on the ^tem. In <h»ing this, it wiJ be uerc^'ury to force 
the ball of Iho byilrometrj' br hn tin* s-iifice of I’.c u‘;.fer by 
pressing on tliO cup. ^\’he•l (iii‘ h\(lm.».cf:*r is stea*K', observe 
wliothcr the suifaee of the wat-^r rouMd the stem is depressed 
or clcvaltal; if the former, the wcigld istoogreat, Vi tho latter, 
too small. Nothing more neces-sa.y than to regi-^ter the 
numb r of weights thus plac.-d in the enp of tho hydrometer, 
which added to 1000 will give the sjm''U io eracily required, 
andirnirtv'diately aftorwaixh to ascertain the fernpcratuic of the 
water by placing a thermometer in it. tor tins the ^hornimneter 
attached to the porialde barometer will bo found convenient. 
The hydrometer should be carefully wiped previous to icturn- 
ing it into its case. 

On the Use of some Instznments, ht/ Dr, H ollaston. 

The Dip^Micrometer. 

SiMC£ the depression, or dip, of the visible iiorizon at sea, may 
differ from the computed dip, as given in tables constructed 
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for the use of seamen, the Dip-micrometer and Dip-sector 
have been contrived for the purpose of measuring the actual 
dip at the time of any obserTation. 

In the Dip-micrometer, the eye-end of the telescope is turned 
at right angles to its length, in order that the observations may 
be made with greater convenience In opposite positions of the 
instrument. 

The instrument being held in a vertical position, two oppo¬ 
site points of the horizon are seen by reflection through two 
lateral openings at the larger end. When the two images have 
been made to coincide by means of the tangent screw at bottom, 
the divided head of the micrometer must then be set to zero, 
and the observation must be repeated with the length of the 
instrument inverted. Since in one position the arc measured 
is 180° through the zenith, xkcreassd by the dip of each 
horizon, and since in the opposite position of the instrument it 
measures the opposite arc througii the nadir, or 180^ bbcrsased 
by the same double dip; hence, the difference of tlic two obser¬ 
vations is really four times the dtp; but in order to avoid the 
arithmetical operation of dividing by four, the divisions on the 
micrometer head are made larger in that proporiion, so as to 
shew at once the actual dip without division. 

The Dip-sector. 

In the Dip-sector the eye-epd of the telescope is set at right 
angles to the plane of the instrument, in order that the head 
of the observer may not intercept the view of that horizon, 
which is seen by reflection. 

If the plane of the instrument be held truly in a vertical 
position, the opposite points of the horizon that arc seen, will 
appear pai'allel to each other; but, on the contrary, they will 
appear to cross each other, if the plane of the instrument be 
inclined either to or from the observer: hence, this mark be¬ 
comes a sure guide in giving a correct position to the instru¬ 
ment, which requites a little practice to effect. 

The index is moved by a tangent screw, as in a common 
sextant; and when, by means of it, the two horizons have been 
brought to coincide, the place of the index is to be noted down 
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to minutes and seconds* But the observation is not complete 
without being repeated with the instrument inverted. If the 
index glass was held uppermost in the former position* the 
instrument then measured the arc through the zenith of 180^, 
increased by the dip of each horizon; but when the instrument 
is inverted, so that the index-glass is lowermost* then it mea. 
sures the opposite arc through the nadir* or 180® decreased by 
the double dip. Hence* the difference of the two arcs is lour 
times the dip ; consequently, when the two horizons have again 
been made to coincide in the new position of the instrument* 
the place of the index is to be again noted down, and the dif¬ 
ference of the two readings divided by four, shews the actual 
dip observed, without any regard to the index-error, which is 
purposely made considerable, in order to avoid any negative 
reading. 

There is a screw for equalizing the light of the two horizons 
in the fimt observation; but in the second* there will be no 
occasion to move the screw, if the observer turns his face round 
to the opposite direction at the same time that he reverses the 
instrument, for then the same horizon, as before* is seen as 
reflected image. 

Since the principal known cause of variation of the dip is m 

K 

difference between the temperature of the sea and air, it would 
be desirable* as often as may be, to observe the state* of the 
thermometer in the air* and also to ascertain the temperature 
of the sea, and to record them regularly whenever the dip ob¬ 
served is found to differ from that shewn in the common tables, 
with a view to perfecting future tables for the same purpose. 

The Macrometer. 

The macrometer is intended to measure directly the distance 
of inaccessible objects, by means of two reflectors, mounted as 
in a common sextant, but at a greater <listance from each other. 

The first reflector admits of adjustment by a capstan-headed 
screw, for the purpose of correcting lateral error of the images. 

The index-glass does not admit of adjustment, but the index- 
error must be occasionally ascertained, as usual, by means of 
the sun or other celestial objects. And as the instrument is in¬ 
tended to be used solely in the vertical position* the index-error 
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should be examined as nearly as may be in the same i)osition> 
by measuring the diameter of the sun near the horizon. 

When any terrestrial object at a moderate distance is ob¬ 
served, and its two images are made to coincide, the place of 
the index, corrected by the index error, being referred to in the 
following table, will shew the distance of the object in yards. 

The measure depends on the angle which the interval between 
the mirrors subtends at the object observed ; and if the interval 
of the mirrors (one yard and a half) be considered as radius, 
the distance is as cotangent of the angle measured* 
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Use of the Electrical Apparatus, —H. D. 

The analogy of the Aurora Borealis and Australis to electrical 
light, strongly impresses on the mind the probability of these 
phenomena being electrical; and it becomes an interesting 
question, whether the earth may not possess electrical as well 
as magnetic poles. An electrical apparatus is furnished for each 
Expedition, in order to determine if there is any thing peculiar 
in the electricity of the atmosphere in the polar regions. The 
use of this apparatus must be obvious, from its simple con¬ 
struction ; it consists of a chain of copper, attached by glass to 
a rope, by which it is to be elevated so as to be out of the reach 
of conductors, and as far as possible above the surface of the 
vessel and the water; the electrometers to which the chain is 
to be attached, arc likewise insulated. The sphere of the balance 
is brought in contact with the brass ball when the instrument 
is to be used: the degree of repulsion will indicate the degree 
of electricity of the atmosphere. 

When the ball is observed to be repelled, a stick of sealing 
wax is to be rubbed with woollen cloth, and presented to the 
brass ball; if the repulsion of the sphere of the balance ceases, 
or IS diminished, the electricity is positive; if it be increased, 
the electricity is negative. The observation should l)e regis¬ 
tered in a journal, and the experiments made at different times 
in t.lie twcnty>four hours; and the state of the weather, tem¬ 
perature of the barometer, clouds, &c. at the time, noted. 

When the balance docs not indicate electricity, the gold leaf 
electrometer may be tried. If the repulsion of the leaves is 
increased by rubbed sealing wax, the electricity is negative; if 
the contrary, the electricity is positive. 

Use (f the Apparatus for taking up Sea fVater from given Depths. 

H. D. 

The possibility of ixaching the Pole by the Exjicdition, must 
depend upon this circumstance, whether there is ut the Pole 
an ocean so deep, that the heat stored up in it during the six 
months of summer, is sufficient to prevent the formation of ice 
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upon it in ivinteit. If there be such &n ocean, the waters of it 
must greatly expand during summer, and the laws of the 
motion of the earth would tend to pour them through the 
narrow seas or channels, separating Asia from America, and 
Spitsbergen from Greenland. If a current is found, it will 
consequently be of great importance to ascertain if the great 
body of it be comparatively fresh, or salt; and for this purpose 
the deeper parts of it should be examined, for snow or ice 
water may float at the surfoce, and salt water be beneath. 

The Apparatus sent with the Expedition, consists of a copper 
Tessel furnished with a stop-cock, which is opened by a piston 
moving in consequence of the compression of air when the 
instrument is sunk in the sea. The piston may be set so as to 
collect the water from live to eighty fathoms. As the volume 
f elastic fluids are inversely as their compressing weights, and 
as the compression of about thirty-two feet of water diminishes 
the volume of air to one-half, the gradation will point out the 
use of the instrument. It is needless to say, that the tempera¬ 
ture of the water as well as all other circumstances should be 
registered. 

If the current be ice cold, and comparatively fresh, there can 
be little hope of reaching a deep sea in that direction. 

Cy the state of the Atmosphere in high northern Regions.^H. D. 

As there can be little or no change from vegetable or animal 
life or decomposition in the polar atmosphere, it will be inte¬ 
resting to ascertain the relative proportions of oxygene, azote, 
and carbonic acid in the air, as well as the nature of the air 
expelled from sea water. An apparatus for the analysis of air 
is sent with the Expedition. The use of it is so simple, that a 
description of it Is unnecessary. 
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Use of Sir Henry ^tiglef^ld^s Sarometer, 

Wben you arrive at the place of observation, place the stand 
on your foot, with the feet upwards; open the lid, by the lock 
and ketches; take out the cistern, with its gage, and pvit them 
in the right pocket, tlien turh the ketch that holds (he bottom 
of the box to the sides; shut the lid, and secui e ii by one ketch; 
then open the back, and take out the tube which has the sus¬ 
pension piece and scale, which hold under the left arm, leaving 
the remainder of the tul>cs secure. Detach the lid and place 
the feet on tlie ground, spreading them as much as may be 
necessary; pull out the gimball at the top of the stand: take 
the bottle of mercury and unscrew the funnel; take out the 
cork, which put in the pocket, and replace the funnel. Now 
place the tube in the left hand with tlte thumb upwards about 
an inch from the open end; then take the body of the bottle 
in the right hand, the thumb resting on the funnel, and even 
with its small end. Now, holding the knuckle of the fore- 
tinger upwards, apply the end of the tunnel to the aperture of 
the tube, the end of the thumb touciiing it at the same time* 
Now lift up the body oft he bottle, the end of the thumb forming 
the centre of motion, and pour the mercury into the tube until 
it reaches to about a quarter of an inch of the end; then put 
down the bottle and put the cistern on to the end of the tube, 
pushing it as far as it will go. With the right hand take hold 
of the glass tube about an inch from the cistern, and with the 
left lift up the other end to an angle of about 45*, and you will 
perceive a large bubble of air passing up the tube and collect¬ 
ing all the small ones that were lodged there whilst pouring in 
the mercury. When the bubble has arrived at the top, gently 
reverse the position of the tube (turning it half round,) and it 
will collect the remaining air bubbles. This operation may be 
performed two oi‘ three times for greater security. Now, hold¬ 
ing the tube in the left hand near the cistern, take it from the 
tube, and pour in a little more mercury until the tube is quite 
full, and replace the gage and cistern, pressing it firinly against 
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tbe end of the tube. Now liang the tube by the suspension 
piece in the gimball of the stand, and lifting up the gage with 
the left, pour mercury into^the cistern until it forms a circle 
therein. (The bottle being taken care of either by putting it 
in a ^fe place, or replacing the cork.) Take hold of the glass 
tube about an inch above the cistern with the left, and with the 
right gently detach it a little from the tube with a screwing 
motion until the gage, which now floats on the mercury, coin* 
cides with the circle on the glass. Now set the scale to coin¬ 
cide with the inches between which the mercury stands, and 
read off carefully by the vernier in the usual way. The obser¬ 
vation being completed and registered, in order to replace the 
barometer for a removal, take the tube from the gimball with 
the left hand, and taking hold of the cistern by the right, gently 
incline the tube until the mercury entirely fills the lop, at which 
time push up the cistern against the open end of the tube, 
which may now be held vertical. Take hold of tlie tube with 
the left hand about a foot from the cistern, the forefinger 
pointing upwards, wliilo the cistern rests against the arm just 
by the ell>ow, and resting on it. 'I hen lift up the gage, to be 
held hy the left hand; while with the right you take the bottle 
(divested of the cork and fujinel), and apply tlie mouth of it 
and the end of the tlmnib to the edge of the open part of the 
cistern. Now', by gently inclining the glass tube, the mercury 
may be poured from the cistern into the bottle, which put 
down, and hold the tube in the 1e!‘l hand with the cistern 
upwards, which take from the tube. Now with the riglit 
hand apply the mouth of the bottle to the end of the glass 
tulie, and turn it up so that the end may enter the bottle; 
hold'the tube vertical, and the mercury will run out. Replace 
every thing as before. 
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Am* 111 . Description of the u^pparatus, alluded to in the 
foregoing Paper, for bringing up Water from certain 
depths in the Sea, 



A is the bottle. B is a cylmder 12 inches long, and 1 in 
internal diameter; it is open below, but made tight above by 
a screw; a piston works in this tube, and at common atmos¬ 
pheric pressure includes a space of G inches between its in¬ 
ternal surface and the top of the tube. A rod passes down¬ 
wards from the under surface of the piston to the length of 
about 5 inches, and is then connected with the piece C by a 
VoL. V. R 
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cross bar, passing through the aperture D, so that C is in 
fact i I'lHiongationof the juaton rod; anti as 1> is an opening 
in the rube which extends nearly halfway up it, a jnoliou of 
the piston and the adixed part is allowed to that extent. K 
is an arm sliding freely n)»on the cylinder. F is a screw fixed 
into it, which steadies, but does not bind the piece C’. (4 is 

a cllch, or small lever, which is pressed by the bent spring on 
the outside against the edge of C’ and catclies in the notches, 
when any one of them comes opposite to it. H is a small 
inclined jdane which ads on the lower arm of tlic U;ver G. 
I is a piece which may be fixed on any part of C by the 
thumb screw, and when siitficiendy raised, it cumes in cunUict 
with the socket of the arm K. K is a lever attached to the 
plug of the cock; there is a spiral spring fixed louiul it at 
the head of the bottle, which constantly lends to throw it up 
and open the oi ifiec. L< is a second click or lc%er, which is 
pressed by a spring towards a horizontal position ; its lower 
arm catches on a pin ]unjccting fioiii the entl of the lever K, 
and keeps it down, the other end moves against the edge of 
the arm K. The cylinder is retained liMiily iu its place by two 
pieces passing from the top and bottom of the bottle, 'rhere 
is a square-headed screw in the bottom of the liottle, which’, 
when removed, lets out the water : and the whole i-s slung in 
gimbles, to which the rojie is made fast.—The action of the 
• apparatus is as follows :—Wiien the j)iston rises in tiie cylinder, 
it elevates the rod and tlic piece 1; this coming against the 
socket of IS, lifts the whole arm, and the inclined edge above- 
acting on the end of the lever L, sets it olF from the iiulch of 
the arm K, which rising, the bottle is oj)one(l,and water may 
enter. When the piston falls again, the click G catches in a 
notch on the edge of C, (these notches being made at proper 
iiuervals) and the arm E is in consequence brought down by 
means of the pin in its upper end; it depresses the lever K, 
and brings it within the click L, so that it is again retained 
its first position ; and tlie moment this is done, the parts are so 
adapted to each other, that the inclined plane II, presses upon 
the end of the click G, and when it has descended a very 
little further, C is intircly liberated from the notch in which 
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it had caught, and tlie arm E is left unattached. If the 
piston descends lower, it carries the j)icce C down with it, 
hut docs not affect any other part.—Wlicn tlw* parts are ad¬ 
justed to eacli other, a scale is marked off on C, the various 
points of which coincide with one, two, thn c, and more atmos¬ 
pheres ; and the piece I being set at these points, lU)erates 
the lever K at the moiueiit those pressures are obtained; 
so that the whole being thrown into water, as it sinks, the 
pressure of the column of w'ater above is exerted on the piston, 
and optMis the bottle at the precise depth for which the piece 
I had been j)rcvi iu.',ly set. 

'J'he instrument was made under the direction of Sir H. 
Davy, by Mr. Newman, of X#isle-strcct. 


Aut IV. Extract of a Letter from John Davy, M- D. to 

Sir H, Daiy. 

Triuco7nal€i Oct. 3, 1817- 

Mv different excursions have been highly interesting. As 
soon as possible I shall give you a pretty minute account of 
the re.-ults of my observations. Now 1 must be very concise 
indeed. In July I went to the southern part of the island, 
aiul visited the districts of IMatura and the Malagau-patton,— 
In the former, gems abound. I saw the natives at work in 
^earcIl of them in alluvial ground.—Here I ascertained that 
the native rock of the sapphiic, nihy, cat’s eye, and the 
different varieties of the zircon, is gneiss.—These minerals 
and cinnamon stone occur imbedtled in this rock. In one 
place 1 fouiul a great mass of rtiek, consisting almost entirely 
of zircon in a crystalline state, ai.<I deserving th*' name of 
the zircon rock. It is only a few miles distant fro[n a 
ruck called the cimiamon-storie rock, fiom its being 
ehicily composed cd’ this mineral, in compuny with a little 
(piaitz and adularia. In the Malaga'i-paltor., tiie most re¬ 
markable j>henomena, and what 1 went chu lly to tee, are the 
salt-lakes, the nature of which lulherlo lias been considered 
very mysterious, from the want of cni|uiry, which 1 was 
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able to make in a VC 17 short time, and ascertain the source of 
the salt. Many of these lakes are of great extent, and in a 
great measure forn^cd by an embankment of sand thrown up 
by a heavy sea, along a level shore. The water, that falls in 
torrents during the rainy season, is thus confined, and inun¬ 
dates a great i>art of the country ; the sea, more or less, 
breaks over or perci)Iates tlirongh the sand-banks, and thus 
the water is render 'd bracki&h.—In the dry season the wind 
is very strong,and dry, and the air very hot; it was from 85® 
to 90° wiieii I was theie. The consequence is a very rapid 
evaporation of the water—the drying of the shallow lakes— 
and the tbrniation of salt. It is from these lakes chiefly that 
the island is supplied with salt. The revenue that this one 
article brings (Jovernment, amounts to about jC 10 , 000 . an¬ 
nually. 'i'he .^Jalag.ui-patton altogether is a singular country; 
its woods, and it is ahno?'t all wooded, are principally corapewed 
of euphorbia and miino^ye 'its few inhabitants arc a sickly 
race, miasmaia destroying their health, and the wild animals, 
with which the country abounds, as elephants, hogs, deer of 
diffei'eiit kinds, leopards, bears, &c. destroying the fruits of 
their labour. In the beginning of January I attended the 
Governor and Lady Jlrownrigg to Kandy, and had a good 
opportunity of becoming acquainted with the manners of the 
natives. "J'he country in the interior, and particularly round 
Kandy, is iriognilicent; its grand features are lugh hills and 
mouiilain-j, and flcej» valUcs, and j)cipelual w'ood, and perennial 
verdure;—the wood is in faulty excess. The climate is fine; 
the air cool; generally at niglii below 75°, averaging all the 
year round tlie moderate temperature of 74°. From Kandy 1 
made an excursion alone into Doombera, and explored a 
mountainous region, where a white man was never seen 
before.—My objei t was to examine a cave that yields nitre. 
It is a magnilicent one in the side of a mountain, in the 
depths of a forest surrounded by mountains of great height 
and noble forms. 1 shall send you a particulaF account of 
this, and of other’ nitre caves I have visited. The rock is a 
mixture of quartz, febpar, mica, and talc, impregnated near 
the surface with nitre, nitrat of lime, and sulphate of mag- 
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nesia» and in one spot with alum, and in another incrusted 
with hydralite, similar to that round the Geyser, in Iceland. 
From the mountains of Dombera I looked down on the wooded 
plains of Birtanna, and saw the great lake of Birtanna, which 
no European 1 believe ever before visited; it is full of alligators. 
Returning to Kandy, after a short stay there I next came to 
this ])Iacc, through a country almost entirely over-run with 
woodthree days we travelled in a noble forest without 
seeing a single habitation. I wisli you could sec some of 
the noble ebony trees which flourish hciv, and without ob¬ 
serving any tj’aces of cultivation ; but some line remains of 
antiquity, especially about Candcly lake, indicating that the 
country had once been in a very dilTcrcnt state. 


Art. V. Translation of a I^etter from a learned Foreigner 
to a Friend in this Count ry, on the Figure of the Earth, 
and on the Length of the Seconds Pendulum in different 
Latitudes. 

At the present moment, when the philosophers of France 
and England are conjointly engaged in attempts to determine, 
with the utmost precision, the length of the second's pendu¬ 
lum in diflerent latitudes, and the mcasure of the earth, you 
have thought that it would be not uninteresting to point out 
IQ a simple and popular manner, the exact object of these 
operations; what means are made use of in their execution ; 
^ni\ lastly, what useful results arc likely to be derived from 
them to science and society. Such is tlie object of the letter 
which I have the honour to address to you. 

Although these questions ought naturally to be discussed in 
theo|*der in which they are proposed abow^ which is regulated 
by their mutual dependance, it may perhaps be adwi^-.blc first 
to touch slightly upon the latter, and to indicate what of great 
and profitable, such researches may for the human mind. 
Those who are specially engaged in the cultivation of the 
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. sciences, know well that the impot'tance of a discovery ought 
not to be estimated solely by the direct and immediate Use 
that can be made of it. A multitude of examples, or rather 
constant experience, demonstrates to them that every acquisi* 
tion of knowledge sooner or later brings forth its fruits; and 
thoa^ discoveries which have the good fortune to be useful 
from their birth, such as vaccination, the safety>lamp, and the 
electric pile, are in their eyes favourable anticipations, whicli 
give them a right to appeal to futurity, and to obtain credit 
from their contemporaries for i^bstract researches, of which 
the practical consequences, though not less certain, are 
more distant, and less iaiaicdiately apparent. But whatever 
confidence in their researches such memorable examples natu¬ 
rally inspire, they ought never to neglect to justify it, even 
by remote indications, whenever it Is in their power. IVe have 
this advantage in the class of researches which constitute the 
object of this letter, and I shall not fail hitreafter to poiiit out 
all their important ajiplications. 

I think it right, now however, to premise, that the know¬ 
ledge of the figure of the earUi, the detennination of its mea- 

• 

KUi’c, and of the variation of its gravity upon different parts 
of its surface, are indis)jensable elements in the theory of uni¬ 
versal gravitation ; that they present so many confirmations 
of its truth of the first importance ; that they serve to demon¬ 
strate the identity of terrestrial gravity, with that force which 
retains the moon in *ts orbit round the earth; that they only 
can d’seover tou'* if the density of the earth is equal through, 
out its mass, or whether it is different at different depths; and 
whether in every stratum at the same depth, this density is 
uniform, or variable at different points ; and lastly, the pre¬ 
cise determination of the dimensions of this globe which we 
inhabit, may enable us from its measure to form a lixed and 
univei'sa': standard of mensuration, whose subilivisiona may be 
applied to the surveys of our Helds, the measures of itinerary dis¬ 
tances, and the construction of nautical and geographical charts, 
whilst its multiples may serve to express the vast extents of 
celestial space, which the astronomer has taught us to mca- 
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sure. It is this unit of mensuration, deduced from the 
measure of the earth, which has been called meter by the 
French philsophers. 

It may be eahily conceived that these beautiful deductions of 
science have not been obtained without immense labour. There 
is reason 1o believe tliat the ancient astronomers of Chaldea 
and acquired notions suiheientiy exact concerning the 

magnitude of the globe, but their first attempts are far indeed 
removed from the minute precision of modern astronomy. 
Wc are now ceitain of nut making an error of COO meters 
(about 300 toisosi) in liie calculation of the mean radius of the 
earth, which exceeiis C,000,000 jiicters. Xiiis may seem incre¬ 
dible to those who are nut acquainted with tiio means made 
use of by astronomers, but nothing can appear more simple or 
certain when they arc examined. Without entering into tech¬ 
nical details. It is easy to explain the possibility of such preclu¬ 
sion. It willsullice for this purpose to remark, that the surface 
of the earth is not in fact so irregular as appears at first sight. 
That the mountains with which it is bristled, and the vallies 
with which it is furrowed, arc, in proportion to its mass, no 
more than nearly imperceptible wrinkles, and that the little 
asperities upon the peel of an orange are comparatively much 
more considerable. If wc also attend to the facts that the ter¬ 
restrial continents are surrounded on every side’v* 'l -jgea, 
which penetrates them by numberless channels. ''‘\i their 
coasts are no where much elevated above the waters which bathe 
them ; that all the rivers by which these continents are divided, 
reach the ocean by very gentle declivities, since they are all 
commonly navigable ; wc shall pcr.ceive in this equilibrium the 
result of the general level of the terrestrial surface; we shall 
be able to conceive that its curvature must follow the regular 
curve of the ocean; and from thence we shall perceive that 
taking into the account, for greater exactness, the little un¬ 
dulations with which it is furrowed, the measure of such a 
curve may be accomplished with all the rigour of a matUema. 

tical operation. 

Nothing more remains than to point out the pro cesses by 
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which this measure is obtained. We have sometimes seen 
upon the aea^coast a vessel sailing from the shore; at first 
the whole is visible; but as it recedes it seems to sink 
into the horizon; the hull fimt disappears, then its lower 
sails, then the tops of its masts; and lastly, it totally 
vanishes. This arises from the convexity of the earth, 
which intervenes between the vessel and the spectator. At 
the same time, those who are on board observe a similar 
phenomenon. They first lose sight of the shore, then of 
the houses, then of the towers, then of the mountains, till 
at last they find themselves sun'ounded by the horizon of the 
sea. This progressive sinking, which they remark in receding 
from the shore, we may also perceive in the celestial constel¬ 
lations, in travelling upon the earth from north to south, or 
from south to north. The north pole and the stars which sur¬ 
round it sink towards the horizon as we advance to the south ; 
on the contrary, it rises if we return. All the stars partake 
of these changes of elevation, which are caused only by our 
change of place. By measuring with care their meridian alti- 
tltude above the horizon of each place, we ascertain the num¬ 
ber of degrees this altitude has changed for the distance 
we have travelled on the same meridian; and as from the 
Immense distance of the stars all the visual rays which pro¬ 
ceed from them to every point of the earth at the same in¬ 
stant form no appreciable angle, it follows that the angle so 
observed, is really nothing but the mutual inclination of the 
horizons of the two places to which the observer has trans¬ 
ported himself upon the same meridian, or in other words, it 
is the angle comprised between the vertical drawn in these 
two places perpendicularly to the surface of the earth. If 
then we measure also the distance of the two stations upon 
this same surface, by means of a determined standard of length, 
which may, for instance, be the toise, we shall know that in the 
part of the earth where the observation is made, such an angle 

between the two verticals answers to such a number of toises; 

% 

so by simple proportion, we deduce the number of toises which 
correspond to an angle of one <iegree. This is what astro- 
nomen call measuring a degree of the meridian. 
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Now, suppose that wc repeat the same operation upon dif. 
ferent parts of the same meridian; for example, in England, 
in France, and upon the coast of Guinea : if the earth be ex¬ 
actly spherical, each meridian will be a circle, of which the 
terrestrial verticals will be so many radii. In this case, to 
And an angle of one degree between two successive verticals, 
it will be necessary to traverse an equal length of arc ; that is 
to spy, to advance upon the same meridian, from north tu 
south, or from south to north, an equal number of toises. 
But if certain parts of the meridian be ilatter, and others more 
convex, this equality will no longer exist; in that part where 
the curvature is more flat, it will be necessary to proceed fur¬ 
ther before we compass an angle of one degree between the 
verticals of the extreme stations, and where the curvature is 
more convex, not so far. Thus we can judge of the flatness or 
convexity of each part of the meridian by such comparisons. 
Now in making the experiment, we find that the terrestrial 
degrees arc the shortest possible at the equator, and the long¬ 
est near the poles, and that they go on gradually expanding 
from one of these limits to the other, as upon an elliptic curve; 
at least when the comparison is made between places suffi¬ 
ciently distant to prevent the law of the variath>n of the de¬ 
grees, which is very gradual, from being confounded with un¬ 
avoidable errors of the observation. From hence the conclu¬ 
sion has been drawn, and with reason, that the terrestrial me¬ 
ridians are 'ellipses slightly flattened at the poles, and pro¬ 
truding at the equator; and further, by repenting the expe¬ 
riment upon diflerent meridians, it has been ascertained that 
the absolute lengths of the degrees at equal distances from 
the equator, differ insensibly, or at least so little, that the ob¬ 
servations hitherto made have been insufliciciit to establish 
any decided difference.* From thts e(|uality also it has been ' 


* The degree measured by Lacaillc, at the Cape of Go(»d Hope, 
would alone seem to offer some probability of difference in the de¬ 
gree of ftaUcniiig in the northcru and soulliern Jieinispheres ; hut 
this difference being confirmed neither by the experiments upon 
the pend tluin, nor by the amount of mean coropression deduced 
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concluded, that all the terrestrial meridians have exactly, or 
very nearly, the same form, and are nothing more than the 
repetition of the same ellipse turning round a straight line, 
drawn from one pole of the earth to the other; that is to 
say, that the earth is an ellipsoid of revolution, flattened at 
the poles and protruding at the equator; therefore the length 
of the degrees measured upon this ellipsoid, determine its 
absolute measure in parts of the same scale, consequently in 
toises, if a toise be the standard arc we made use of for the 
progressive measure of the degrees. 

Thus then we perceive, that the two fundaine’htal operations 
of this enquiry are the observation of the altitudes of the same 
star upon different points of the same meridian, and the dis¬ 
tance of these two points measured upon the earth's surface, 
reduced by supposition to the level of the ocean. The altitude 
is taken by astronomical instruments, such as the xenith 
sector, or the repeating circle, whose precision is extreme. 
These observations are repeated many thousand times at each 
of the extreme points of the arc to be measured; not one only; 
but many stars are made use of, for the sake of multiplying 
opportunities of observation ; and tlie mean of all the results at 
each station is taken, that the minute errors of which the ob¬ 
servations are susceptible, may compensate one another, at 
least in part. 

As to the itinerary length of the arc, it is measured in the 
same manner as we survey a field, or project a plan; that is to 
say, by laying down a principal line, which may serve as a base 
for the whole operation; next, by founding upon this base a 
series of triangles linked the one with the otlier, the general 
system of which extends itself from north to souths or from 


from the theory of the moon, ought to e considered as very 
doubtful. For this reason, it is much to be desired, that the ex¬ 
periment should be again made of measuring an arc of the meri¬ 
dian at the Cape. This would perhaps be the most useful operation 
to astronomy that it would be possible to undertake at the present 
day. 
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south to north, in the direction of the meridional line which it 

i 

is required to trace. The angle formed by this meridian with 
the first side of the chain of triangles is then measured, and by 
prolonging it in idea across their system, the rules of trigono¬ 
metry are sufficient to determine all the points whe 2 *e it inter¬ 
sects them, and to calculate the different portions of its length, 
which are included between their sides. In general, the mea¬ 
sure of an arc of the meridian differs in nothing from a surrey, 
but by the magnitude of the triangles and the number of the 
bases. These are commonly measured in different parts of the 
system of triangles, for the sake of \erifying the whole by 
computing the one from the other; and lastly, by the extremes 
of exactness and precision in the operations. Here, as in 
other parts of astronomy, there have been many attempts 
of antient date; but positive results have only been derived 
from modern operations. The first measure of a terrestrial 
degree, sufficiently exact to have been made use of, was taken in 
1G70, by Picard, an expert French astronomer. This furnished 
Newton with the true dimensions of the earth, which were 
necessary to prove whether terrestrial gravity extended to the 
distance of the moon, and diminished in the proportion of the 
square of the distance, was sufficient to retain that planet in its 
course round the cai'th, and to balance the projectile force of its 
motion, which tends unceasingly to carry it in a straight Hue 
from its actual direction. In fact, the experiments of Huygens 
upon pendulums had determined with great precision the force 
of gravity u]ion the surface of the earth, which is measured 
by the space described by heavy bodies in the first second of 
time when they fall freely towards that surface. This space is 
about 181 inches of the ancient measure of France. If it were 
true, as Newton suspected, that the same force of gravity ex¬ 
tended itself to the moon, it would only be required to diminish 
these 181 inches in the proportion of the square of the dis¬ 
tances of the centre of the earth to its surface and to the 
body of the moon, and then to see if this length, so reduced, 
would be equal to the augmentation of distance which the pro¬ 
jectile force of the motion of the moon lends to impress upoa 
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tills planet in the same space of time. Now this last effect, 
which depends upon the quickness of the rotatory motion^ may 
be calculated by the Jaws of mechanics from the duration of its 
rerolution, and its distance from the earth expressed in inches 
or feet, that in to say in part of the same standard in which the 
iaU of bodies is expressed above. At the time when Newton 
first attempted to prove this proposition, it was known that the 
mean distance of the moon was about sixty times the radius of 
the earth. But the length of this radius in feet or indies was 
still wanting; and he was only in possession of a defective 
calculation of it. In introducing this into his calculation, he 
did not find the coincidence which he sought, and supposing 
that some unknown power^was combined with tciTcstrial gra¬ 
vity in influencing the moon, he abandoned his idea. For¬ 
tunately, some years after he became acquainted with the 
new measure of Picard, and resuming his calculation with 
the data with which it furnished him, he established the im¬ 
portant foot, whicli he had before suspected, i’roin tliis law he 
found that a body falling ia vacuo towards the earth, would 
describe an ellipse, of which the earth would be one of the 
foci. From the observations of Kepler, it follows tiiat the 
planets also describe ellipses in their revolutions round the 
sun, which is placed in one of their foci; and the force which 
retains them in their orbits round him, follows the same law of 
decrease as gravity. Such was the conclusion of Newton. In 
following it to its most remote consequences with the most 
indefatigable power of genius, he found that it extended it¬ 
self to every particle of matter, and that all particles, when 
placed at sensible distances from one another, attract each 
other in direct proportion to their masses, and in inverse pro¬ 
portion to the squares of their distances. It is in this that 
oonsists the principle of universal gravitation; and one sees by 
this prooess that tliis principle is not a fragile hypothesis, but 
a necessary and mathematical deduction from observed facts. 

* In applying this to the aggregations of the particles of matter 
which compose the earth and the planets, and considering these 
masses as hhving been formerly in a state of fluidity, turning 
Upon their axes, and retaining their original forms when they 
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have become solid; which agrees with the fact Newton found, 
that they ought all to he swelled out at the equator, and flat- 
tenedat the poles ; their greater or Icm degree of compression 
depending upon their mure or less rapid rotatory M.otion, and 
upon the laws by wldch their density varies from l)ie < cntre to 
the circumference. In fact, if such a mass wtre motionless, 
and did not turn upon its axis, the mutual attraction of all its 
parts would .unite together at equal distances from,its centre 
all the pail ides of e(|ual density, and the whole mass v/ould 
be arranged in spherical concentric layers, round a common 
centre. But supposing such a mass turn around one of its 
diameters, the centrifugal force which would result, would 
produce upon its particles the same effect as rotatory motion 
produces upon the stone of a sling; that is to say, that it 
would tend to project them from the axis of rotation; and 
acting with greatest energy upon those which are most distant 
from this axis, because their motion is most rapid, it would 
raise them up: so that the columns of fluids situated in this 
part of the planet would swell themselves out at the expense 
of those at the jioles, to coiiipensale by their length the dimi* 
notion of their weights. 

If this were the only effect, it would be \eiy easily calcu¬ 
lated; but at ihc same time that the fluid mass quits the sphe¬ 
rical form, the attraction which it exerts upon the points of its 
own su'Vface changes, and the state in winch it fi.sts itself, is 
that in winch all the parts which compose it, may preserve a 
permanent position under the combined inhuence of their mu¬ 
tual attraction, and of the cc'iUrifug.il force. This reaction of 
form upon attraerton, and of attraction upon form, is precisely 
what rcndeis the figure of equilibrium of the planes very dif¬ 
ficult to determine. Newton solved the problem iu the case 
where the fluid mass is bomogenecuis in all its pars. In ap¬ 
plying the solution to the particular case of the earth, that is 
to say, biking ns data the length to the terrestrial radius, as de¬ 
duced from the measure of Picard, the force of gravitation cal¬ 
culated from observations of the second's pendulum, and the 
time of rotation drawn from the length of iho sydereal day, he 
found that it ought to have the form of an ellipsoid of revolu- 
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tion, flattened at the Poles, and projecting at the Equator; 
whose lesser axis ought to be to the greater in the proportion 
of 230 to 231, «o that the difference between the two axes^ 
ought to be of the lesser. This fraction is what is called 
the compression of the ellipsoid. Newton further found, that 
gravity ought to vary upon different parts of this ellipsoid, and 
to go on increasing in intensity from the Equator to the Pules, 
in proportion to the square of the sine of the latitude; from 
whence it follows, that bodies ought to fall with greater rapidity, 
as we transport them from the flrst of these limits to the second, 
in the proportion that we have named. 

This phenomenon had in effect been observed in 1^72, by 
Richer, a French astronomer. Having carried an astronomical 
clock from Paris to Cayenne, be perceived, that without having 
experienced any apparent alteration, it v.'ent slower than its 
first rate at Cayenne by 148 secomis per day. The influence 
therefore of gravity upon the pendulum which governed it, 
seemed to have become weaker. To compensate this effect, 
it became necessary to shorten the pendulum in a sensible 
degree. Richer continued to observe ic in this way for ten 
whole months ; then having reconveyed it to Paris, and com¬ 
pared it with the known length of the pendulum in that city, he 
found it shorter by a line and a quarter. This was the counter¬ 
proof of the first experiment. All the observations made since 
by analogous methods in different pai-ts of the earth, have con¬ 
firmed these important results. We have seen, that the theory 
of gravitation points out its cause, and assigns its amount. 
Newton, in his Principia, has given a table founded upon this 
theory, in which the variations of the second’s penJulum are 
calculated for all latitudes, upon the supposition of the homo¬ 
geneous structure of the earth. The variations really observed 
by Richer and other astronomers, although differing very little 
from this table, are decidedly greater. From hence Newton 
concluded, that the compression of the earth is also more than 
which agrees with the supposition of homogeneous struc¬ 
ture. But this was an error. Clairault resuming this difHcuU 
problem in his excellent work upon the figure of the earth, de¬ 
monstrated, that the contrary is the case, and succeeded in 
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pstablisbing these two propositions: Ist, that ia every planet 
which has formerly been in a state of fluidity, and which is not 
horoogeiieuus in its structure, the compression ought to be less 
than on the supposition of homogeneous composition, and the 
variation of gravity, as measured by the length of the second’s 
pendulum, ought to be greater. Sndly, As much as the com- 
pression shall be below so much the whole variation of the 
length of the second’s pendulum, from the Equator to the Pole, 
will exceed the same fraction. From this theorem of Clairault 
we perceive, that the compression of the earth may be inferred, 
as well from the observation of the lengths of the pendulum, 
as from the measure of degrees; and this is the reason why 
both processes have been employed in the great European arc, 
which extends ut this day from Formentera, the most southern 
of the Pithian isles, to Unst, the most northern of the Shetland 
isles. 

But this connection not having been sufficiently known in the 
days of Newton, doubts may still exist for some years upon the 
amount of the compression of the earth, or even upon its reality. 
A new measure of the meridian made in France, from Dunkirk 
to the Pyrenees, afTorded degrees, which increased in length 
in proceeding to the north, which would seem to give to the 
earth a form lengthened in this direction. But the differences 
of these degrees were so small, that they could not by any means 
be established by the observations of that time, as their errors 
might, N^ith all the care in the world, have concealed the effect 
of the compression, or even have brought out a contrary con¬ 
clusion. Tlie only means of deciding these doubts were to 
measure two degrees of the meridian, at latitudes sufhciently 
distant to insure, that the inequality of their lengths, in whatever 
direction it might prove, should be too great to be attributed 
to errors of observation. Such was the object of the voyage 
which Bouguer, Godin, and ).acondamine made to the equator, 
as Commissioners of the Academy of Sciences, and which lasted 
from 1735 to 1744. At the same time another commission, com¬ 
posed of Clairault, Le Monnier, Maupertuis, Gamers, and Oui> 
thier, went to perform the same operation under the polar 
circle. The results of these two scientific expeditions proved 
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inconlestibly) that the earth is really flattened at the poles. 
The degree of Lapland proved longer than that of Peru^ by a 
quantity much too considerable to be reasonably attributed to 
uncertainty of observation. Nevertheless, the compression cal* 
culated from these measures, still left reason to suspect, that 
one of them, at least, was not exact, for the amount of the 
result was more than is adapted even to the supposition of 
homogeneous structure, while from theory it ought, at most, 
to be equal to this term, if the earth were homogeneous, and less 
if it were not. This was also indicated by the observations of 
the second’s pendulum, made by the two cummissionei’S at 
Peru and Lapland, for they give as the measure of compression 
the fraction which dilfers but little from that which wc find 
at the present day, frotn much more precise operations. A new 
measure of a degree in Lapland, made since by Mr. Swunberg, an 
able Swedish astronomer, has proved that the error was on this 
side, and reckoning fiom his conclusions, the compression cal- 
culatcd from the degrees measured at the polar circle, and at 
the equator, agree with the result of the experiments upon the 
pendulum. It is not improbable, that the error of the northern 
commission arose from a w'ant of verification, arising from too 
great confidence in the iustrumcnis employed; while on the 
other hand, in the operations in Peru, Huuguer took infinite 
pains to study the faults of his apparatus, to enable him to 
correct them, or to prevent their cflects by a happy choice of 
circumstances the most favourable to the observations ; so that 
with instruments inferior in construction, but proved and rec* 
tified by In'* dexterity, he obtained results which can certainly 
only be affected by very trifling errors. In general, in such 
delicate operations, the most perfect instruments ought to be 
employed with distrust; and their very perfection may become 
a snare to him who trusts too implicitly to (hem. 

The doubts of which 1 have been speaking, were not yet 
removed when the Academy of Sciences conceived the design 
and the hope of equalizing all the measures commonly em¬ 
ployed in Prance by ‘the introduction of a standard common 
to all the parts of that great kingdom. It was agreed on all 
hands that this standard, to be invariable, ought to be taken 
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f^om some natural phenomenon, and after having for some 
time balanced between the length of the second's pendulum, 
and the measure of the earth, the last was fixed upon. Such 
was the origin of those great geodetic operations which have 
been undertaken since 1790, by the French philosophers in 
France and Spain, and which now united with the,operations 
of the same kind undertaken in England under the direction 
of Col. Mudge, will comprehend from Foviiientera to Uiist, aa 
arc of 22 terrestrial degrees, situated almost exactly under 
the same terrestrial meridian. The length of the second’s 
pendulum has been measured at the same time as the degrees 
themselves throughout the whole extent of this great arc, 
with apparatus calculated to shew its smallest variations. I 
•hall describe in another letter what there is remarkable in 
the processes by which these different kinds of observatioas 
have been made; I shall endeavour then to shew the degree 
of confidence to be placed in the conclusions derived from 
them; 1 shall point out with what certainty we may be 
enabled to derive a standard of universal and invariable inea* 
•ures from them i and I shall explain the reasons which have 
determined the French philosophers to choose this standard 
from the measure of the earth, rather than from the length of 
the simple pendulum. 

I have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. &c. 


Ifote upon the knowledge which the antient Egyptians appear to 
have had of the Figure of the Earth, 

[This note is extracted from an un))ublishc(l ^leinoir, which was 
honoured with a prize by the Academy of lobcriptions and 
Belles Lettres of the Institute of France. It was commu¬ 
nicated by the Author himself, who is at this- day a mem¬ 
ber of the Academy.] 

IN examining the antient system of measures made use of 
in Egypt, and in comparing it with t)ie geography of that 
country, and with the dimenblons of such tnonunienU as are 
still in existence, we discover some traces of the attempts 
which have formerly' been made by (he Egyptians to ac<|uirc 
VoL. V. S 
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A knowledge of the measure of the eartb» and we can acquire 
some notion of the degree of exactness which they have been 
able to arrive at. 

The schffinus, a measure of length made use of amongst 
the Egyptians, contained 12000 cubits or 40^ stadia of 300 
cubits each. These stadia of 40 to the schanus were, according 
to Pliny, those of which Eratosthenes made use. They were 
contained S5S»000 tin)ea in the circumference of the earth, or 
700 times in a degree. The Egyptian cubit, found upon the 
nilometer at Elephanta, was 0,527 parts of the meter. The 
scheene was therefore equal to 12000 times .527* or, 6324 
meters; and the stadium, which was its 40th part, was equal 
to or 158.1 metres. So that as the last was said to be 
contained 700 times in a degree, it follow?, that the Egyptians 
gave to a degree a length equal to 700 times 156.1, or IIO 67 O 
metres. According to the tables of M. J5ehambre, the mean 
degree of Egypt, that is to say, between 24® and 31* of latitude 
is 110796 metres; the difference therefore is 126 metres, and 
is equivalent to an error of 4 seconds in latitude. The Egyp' 
tians, therefore, had acquired a knowledge of the terrestrial 
degree within 4 or 5 seconds, that is to iiiW P^rt, 

and nearly of its real quantity. 

If we now apply to the territory, the treasure in sch®ni 
or in stadia, which the antients prescri^d to Egypt; we 
shall find that that country must have been trigonometrically 
surveyed with sufficient exactness. In fiict, such of the partial 
distances by means of which the antients, and amongst othen, 
Herodotus, have given the complete length of Egypt, are 
nearly taken in a straight line; so that modern observations 
give to £^ypt between Pelusis and Sieni)'^, a length of 7* 38^ 
16,'^ while the antient measures prescribe to the same interval 
a distance of 7® 37* 7/' the difierence biing l' 8", or about 
^. How did the Egyptians arrive at such a degree of pre¬ 
cision ? It is not known. We are at liberty, however, to re¬ 
view the means which they had at their jdisposal. All an¬ 
tiquity attests, and the nature of their coimtry demonstrates, 
that they were often under the necessity ri recommencing the 
division of their lands. The multiude ^ operations supplying 
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whftL was wanting^ on the side of precision, they m^ht arrive, 
after the lapse of ages, at a sufficiently exact knowledge of the 
measure of their country. Moreover, they knew how to draw a 
meridian line, as the placing of the faces of the great pyramid to > 
the four cardinal points, sufficiently proves. They were therefore 
competent to take the azHuuth of a triangle. Lastly, they 
knew how to make use of the gnomon ; and after their taste 
for every thing colossal, there is no doubt but that they erected 
some very large ones, which might have given the proportion 
of the shadows with so much the more exactness, as it was 
possible to multiply and combine observations. Nothing 
more is wanting, to find with all the precision that the £gyp- 
tians have attained to; 1st, the difference in latitude of two 
points; 2dly. their distance expressed in the measure df the 
country. 


Art. VI. Experiments and Observations relative to Vision; 
by Marshall Hall, M, D, of Nottingham, formerly 
Senior President of the Royal Medical Society of 
Edinburgh. 

The following detail is nearly confined to a series of obser¬ 
vations and experiments made by myself. 1 have been induced 
to adopt this plan partly from the difficulty of meeting with 
persons sufiiciently interested in their results to prosecute ex** 
periments at once nice and difficult in themselves, and re¬ 
quiring .a certain degree of the power and habit of abstraction, 
for their performance; but principally from a peculiarity in 
my own vision, by which 1 am enabled to give the subject of 
this paper a peculiar illustration. 

The peculiarity of vision to which I allude, consists in an 
ability to adapt the left eye for distinct vision at shorter dU- 
tances> than the right, and in an incapacity for adapting the 
left eye for distinct vision at great distances, whilst the tight 
eye possesses the power of adaptation for distinct vision at very 
oonsideraUe distances. The nearest distance at which a 
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brf^t point is distinctly seen by the right ej^e is 4f inches; 
but by the left eye the point is seen with perfect distinctness 
at the distance nf. df inches. The same point is seen dis¬ 
tinctly by the right eye at the distance of 17 inches ; by the 
left' it is seen indistinctly at any distance beyond 14 inches. 
With the right eye 1 distinguish each small branch and each 
leaf <m a tree planted about thirty yards from my window; 
with the left eye these objects are seen in the most indistinct 
and confused manner. A distant light seen distinctly, or as 
a point nearly by the right eye, appears magnified into a 
laige star to the left. The distant object seen thus indistinctly 
by the left eye, immediately acquires distinctness by the use of 
a concave lens. 

A number of experiments have convinced me that, in myself 
at least, ordinary vision is performed principally by one eye 
alone, the left eye being chiefly employed and adapted for 
distinct vision at short, and the right eye, at long distances; 
whilst the axis of the other eye is merely directed to the object, 
in order to prevent the confusion and double vision which 
would arise from the different diiection of the two eyes. In 
proof of this observation 1 may observe, that when the eyes 
are directed to a distant object, as the tree before my window 
just mentioned, any intervening object, placed within certain 
limits with respect to> distance, and seen of course double, 
appears indisHnet to the right eye, but perfectly distinct and 
with a well deflned outline,' to the left. On the contrary, 
when the characters on a printed page placed at the dbtance 
of about eight inches from the eye, are observed, whilst the 
point of a pen-knife placed at the distance of six inches is 
seen single and distinctly by both eyes, each word and line is 
of course seen double, and tbe'right part of the double image, 
or that seen by the right eye, appears distinct, whilst the left 
aide of this image, or that arising from vision by the left eye, 
U seen indistinctly and obscurely. 

When the eyes are fixed on a distant object, and an inter- 
'vening olbject placed also at a considerable, although at less 
distance, is observed, it is seen nearly distinctly by the right 
eye, and less distinctly by the left} and there is a particular 
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iriterveniog^ distance at which it is seen equally indistinctly by 
both eyes. The same remark applies, muta^ mutandU^ to 
the experiment in which the characters of a printed page are 
placed at the distance of eight inches &om the eyes, and ob- 
serred whilst the eyes are fixed for single and distinct vision 
at a shorter distance; if the less distance be nearly eight 
inches, the characters of the printed page placed beyond it, 
are seen either almost distinctly by the left eye, or equally 
indistinctly by both eyes. 

I’hese remarks appear to show that, in myself, as the right 
eye is endowed with a longer, and the left with a shorter 
sight, so in observing near or distant objects, the left or the 
right eye is principally employed, and most adapted for dis* 
tinct vision, whilst the axis of the other eye is directed to the 
object, in order to obviate the double vision which would take 
place were this axis allowed to take any other direction; 
I may therefore be said to look at the object with both eyes, 
but to examine it with one only. 

Having made this statement respecting the condition of my 
own eyes, and of their different capacity for adapting them¬ 
selves for distinct vision at difierent distances, I now proceed 
to the detail of some experiments and of some cases of vision, 
in which the object is not only seen indistinctly and with an 
undefined margin, but also fringed the prismatic colours. 

In the first place I may observe'; that in the cases of 
indistinct vision already described, if the object be opaque and 
well defined in itself, its borders are manifestly tinged by a 
decomposition of the rays of light. This fact observed in 
general in the observations and experiments already described, 
is evinced still more distinctly in the following manner. 

If both eyes are fixed, adapted for single and distant vision, 
at the distance of eight feet, and if an intervening object 
vitkin the distance of about six inches, or beyond that of 
about twenty inches, be glanced at, the latter object is seen 
indistinctly and bordered with the prismatic colours, by both 
eyes, but in a different degree and in a different manner by 
each. But if, in this experiment, the interveuing object be 
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placed beyond the distance ^bf six inches aikd within that of 
^'twmty, tile right side of the double image, or that seen by the 
1^ eye, is dUtihct and free from colours; whilst the image 
induced by the impression of the light on the right eye, 
appears indistinct and fringed as before. By three other 
gentlemen, the more general observation has been made that, 
vfhilat' the eyes remain adapted for the single and distinct 
vision of a more distant objeet, a nearer one, a word in 
capitals on a neatly printed page for instance, is observed to 
be bordered by the prismatic colours from a decomposition of 
the rays of light. • 

In these experiments a stra^htline on a printed page becomes 
doubled, presenting the appearance of two light blue lines 
inCloBlng a line or space of a brightish yellow colour ; a dot 
becomes a small circle of light blue having a centre of yellow; 
an 0 becomes three concentric rings,—of blue, yellow, and 
blue ; and if two o's be viewed nearly together, as in the word 
GOOD, the light blue borders are seen to coalesce at the parts 
which approach each other, in the manner of two penumbras, 
and to give origin to an appearance of a deeper blue. 

' These experiments have been diversified in the following 
manner. The eyes have been fixed on an object placed nCar 
them, so as to see it singly and distinctly. They have then 
been glanced towar% pother object,, such as a word on a 
printed page, placed^tK^ greater distance. The latter object 
is of course seen double } the right side of the double image, 
now Induceifl by an imiH^ession made on the right eye, is dis¬ 
tinct and free from colours ; the leji is indistinct and fringed 
with the prismatic rays. The three gentlemen before alluded 
to, observed the appearance of coloured fringes in general, 
whenever the eyes were adapted for distinct vision at a near 
distance, and glanced at a printed page or other proper object 
pllicecl somewhat beyond the former. 

Having thus ascertained that, when the eyes were glanced 
at a well defined object situated at a different distance from 
that «t which. they are - a$ the moment adapted for distinct 
yIsIdd, whether greater or lesSf the rays of light, are decompo^d 
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in their pam^e to the retina; a set of experiments were next 
made by properly placing concave or convex lenses^ or plane, 
convex, or concave mirrors, with lespect to the eyes and the 
object viewed, so as to vary the degree of divergency of the 
rays proceeding from them. When the object is seen distinctly , 
by the eye alone, it is seen- indistinctly and fringed by the de¬ 
composition of the rays of light, when viewed by means of 
any of these instruments, the conformation of the eye re¬ 
maining unchanged : and vice versa, when seen distinctly by 
means of any one of these instruments, it appears indistinct 
and coloured without them. 

I have observed that in myself there is a certain distance 
with regard to each eye, and difierent fbr each, being greater 
for the right than for the left, at which an object cannot be 
made to appear fringed with colours by attempting to £x the 
vision at a point beyond it. Beyond this distance the margins 
of a small object cannot seen distinctly by either eye; by 
the left they are seen indistinctly and slightly fringed with 
colours: with regard to the right, the distance alluded to is 
too great to allow of a small object being examined with 
sufficient minuteness.—-There is in the same manner, a certain 
short distance with respect to each eye, and less for the left 
than for the right, at which an object cannot be made to dis« 
play the fringe of prismatic colours hy endeavouring to fix 
vision at a still smaller distance.-^The distances just alluded 
to, are the limits of distinct vision for each eye respectively. 

It would appear from this view of the subject, that whenever 
the eye Is glanced at an object situated at a distance difierent 
from that at which the eyes are adapted for distinct visiooi, it 
pi^uces the appearance of prismatic colours by decomposing 
the rays of light and leaving this dispersion without con¬ 
nection. In distinct vision, on the contrary, the decomposition 
of light appears to be accurately connected, so as to leave no 
appearance of prismatic colours. In distinct vision the eye 
appears to be perfectly achrcnoatic; in the cases of indistinct 
vision which have been described, it appears to have lost ito 
achroxnacy. What is the ratiohale of this phenomenon ? Balbre 
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I. oflfer any conjectures in reply to this question* I wish to 
xnake a brief statement of some additional observations on the 
subject ill general. 

It is well known that, caterh paribus, the pupils are smaller 
when ^ the 'eyes view an object placed at a near, than at a 
greater distance. This feet is also observed when the eyes are 
adapted for distinct vision at these distances respectively; and 
when an object at a greater or less distance, than that at which 
the eyes are fixed for distinct vision is glanced at, as in the 
preceding experiments, the conformation of the eyes re¬ 
maining the same, not only is the mutual disposition and 
relation of the humours different, but the size of the pupil is 
also different from that which is proper to the eye when 
adapted for distinct vision at the distance of this object,— 
being less in the former and greater in the latter case. 

This circumstance may have an influence in inducing an 
un'tonnected dispersion of light, as will be further noticed 
hereafter. At present 1 wish to add another remark which 
may be found to throw some light on the same point. An 
object is seen smaller by one eye than by both; in myself by 
the right than by the ; and it is seen smaller when the 
eyes are fixed for distinct vision at a distance greater or 
less than that at which the object is placed. In the first case 
the pupil is seen to fai^me larger; in the second, the right 
eye U known to be of less refractive power ; and in the two 
last instances both the size of the pupil and the conformation 
of the eye are changed,—the pupils being larger and the 
refractive power of the eyes lees, in the former case, and the 
rever8<e in the latter. 

From this view of the subject it would appear that a certain 
size of the pupUs and a certain co-adaptation of the humours 
of the eye, are necessary for distinct vision, for securing the 
object .viewed from a fringe of the prismatic colours, and for 
ensuring its due apparent magnitude. In further confir¬ 
mation of th» view some experiments were made with the 
gppli**fl^i<” of the extract of belladonna to the eyes, the 
general result of which I proceed to state. The sight is 
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rendered larger, aa has been stated by other experimentalists, 
and'it is no longer perfectly achromatic:—a pen, fbr instance, 
cannot be mended at all. as indistinct and coloured vision is 
induced by bringing the object neat* enough to the eye to ad* 
mit of its being seen distinctly in the ordinary state of the eye; 
but the eye is assisted by a convex lens, and a person naturally 
short-sighted is enabled for the time to dispense with the use of 
the concave glasses,—and the vision becomes distinct and firee 
from colour partly on closing one eye. but still more on 
viewing the object placed even still nearer, through a small 
perforation in a card; but the indistiiictiuss of visi<m and 
the diapersiun of light are again induced by bringing the ob¬ 
ject viewed still nearer to the eye. Distant objects are also 
seen indistinctly and coloured, a dark coloured object having 
appeared to three persons who have performed this experi¬ 
ment, To Ime been tipt and fringed with purple. 

There is a certain distance at which an object is seen tole- 
mbly distinctly with both eyes, under the influence of the bella¬ 
donna; at a nearer distance the object appears indistinct and 

r 

coloured to both eyes, but becomes distinct and colourless when 
viewed by one only; at a still nearer distance it is seep indis¬ 
tinctly and coloured by one eye, but becomes distinct and free 
from colour, on inter)>osing a card perforated with a small hole. 

The convex lens and the perforate*^ ^pard equally prevent 
ijulibtinciness and dispersion, but on dJra'ent principles; the 
former converging, and the latter excluding, the extreme rays 
of the pencil of light. 

1 am indebted for the repetition of some of the experiments 
with tbe'extract of belladonna, which deserve to be further 
prosecuted, to Dr. J. Davy, and Dr. A. Fyfe; to whom, after 
an interval of rive years, 1 now beg leave to return my best 
thanks for their friendly assistance. 

After this detail of experiments, it may not be wrongtocoii- 
elude this Paper by the following observations and queriesi as 
they may induce other experimenters to prosecute the subject. 

It is still a matter of dispute, whether the human aye be 
perfectly achromatic. If any dispersion of the rays of light' 
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in ttidr course to t3ie i^tna, hi ordinary viaicm. do in realH]f' 
oceuTpit Is^n 80 Hmited adegreeos to occasion no inconvcni- 
enoe. Those physiologists, therefore, who consult the sense 
alene^ afe'ofo|nnion, tbst the aohromacy of the eye is perfect; 
and it: hne been attempted to explain this achromacy on the 
plteciple of the construction of the achromatic telescope, which, 
indeed, it is supposed to have suggested. But the idea that 
the htimours of the eye are so co-adapted, that the dispersion 
produced *by one is corrected by a contrary dispersion occa¬ 
sioned by the other, is probably erroneous. In the achromatic 
glasses, the dispersion induced, by a convex lens, is remedied 
by a similar but contrary dispersion effected by a concave lens, 
—OFp at least, the principle thus stated is secured. In the con¬ 
struction of the eye, however, the rays, in their course to the 
retina, appear only to undergo successive convergencies, at least 
by reaction; and consequently the degree of dispersion is 
also augmented successively, at each transition of the rays of 
. Hght from one humour to another. 

There is a part^of jtbe eye, however, the action of which 
ha» not perhaps been JuHy ascertained.-—The iris is supposed 
to regelate the quantity of light admitted to the retina, and 
in vision at near distances, to exclude those rays which would 
otherwise fall with too great obliquity on the crystalline lens. 
Bnt are there not edicts of the iris, not sufficiently 

adverted to, in thO ioflectipn and dispersion of the rays of 
light at the edges of this part of the eye ?—and may not these 
eBects be similar to the operation of the concave lens, in the 
achromatic eye-glass? A small perforation in a card induces 
an inflexion and"! dispersion of the rays of light which pass 
hhroi^h it; may hot the finely fringed edge of the iris induce 
these changes in a still greater d^rce ? Those coloured rays 
uf light lyhich are most refi^gible, are also the most in- 
Bectible. Now when the light is intense, or when any 
divergent rays of light strike the eye, and the eye is so con. 
fbrmadaa to induce great convergency of the rays by refraction, 
and eoni^i|uenUy». when the dispersion of the light must be 
ipipt and very obvious, the pupil is then most contracted, 
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and the inflective and dispersive eSS^ of the iris» g^ceatest* 
May not this effect of tfle irU ct^iitoracMhe dispersioa-'of ..the 
rays of light induced at tfa^ v^^citl^ by.the huaiouni of the; 
eye? And may not this d|ierat^ isf the^l^ thus insure, in' 
ordinary vision^ the achrojpaacy of th^eyef,; .. 

On this suppusiijoit'tyo^t)^ eoncloide'tHai^he^Bver the 
disposition of the huQio^^'^ ^e eye, and W^^evet the.siae 
of the pupil, was ndt ^l^roportiOn afuttta^ly^ and; re* 
latively to the inteliyi^l^knd 

unconnected disperiwOt^ ra^ of light would and 
the eye would ceas^,^^,.be acllfhmatici'-' Is not'this 
the case, in the etp^ii^nt^ which have'been detailed'ktfllis 
Paper, in which aMHanrif^t oncounteracted decomposition of 
the rays of light actually occurred ? 


—' I. I f ill, . —. . II I ■■ 

s 

Art. Vll. Oa-C rj/rptogamous and Jlgamoui Vegetation. 

From the Firipjfek:4tf C> F. Brisseau MirbeIi. '' 

H E subjsnt of:^ryptogamous and agamous vegetation hai - 
been purposely reserved’for a eeparate Section. The relation 
between the floral organa of this part of the vegetable creittion, 
and those of tho pti^ttogamoin part, has not yet been demon*, 
strated in «; way tp; just^ fhe opmbiiutjg^of the thcls whidt'^ 
belong to the one, liito tb4'Sa^<i point of mth those 
belong to the other. 

In crypfogAmOtis plante^Ub^lioml o^^s are extremely nri» 
nute, of very distinct forms frpln. thdfe of pkwncga^ow oner,' 
and are often concealed ^Hjjr biif sl^t by pectUiar 
ments. 

In agomeiir plants, e^her.|ii4^1PiV hp floral organs at all^ Ar 
else they are of a ifch^ tfie roeeaibh^ nof 

tuimlist to the i^fseht 

In the plants of diis fow^ ^ ^ 

in the vegetable creatibdi |trcpp|i|tio^^ Mried oA 
bulbt, propaguta, and Th&^ltWo ^att mofler hel<||^ 

' equally .vp^rojpriate Ur 
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every one, do not require any particular notice in this place. 
The two last are tho^e to which we shall here turn our atten¬ 
tion. 

Tropagula are peculiar to the agamous divi&>ion. They shew 
themselves in the form of a powder on the sutface of the plant; 
are at no period enclosed within a germcn; and have been 
deemed, with great appearance of probability, mere fragments of 
the external texture of the vegetable. The races of entire ge¬ 
nera are continued by these means alone. 

Sfminuta are common to both the agamous and cryptognmons 
divisions. They ure.minute organic bodies, which reproduce the 
species, and possibly differ from the seeds of the phancgainousdi- 
vision only in the smallness of their volume. CryptogarooU'* 
seminula are evolved from germens that form a constituent part 
of a real pistil, Agamous are developed in conceptachs^ 

a sort of germens, which having never formed any part of genuine 
pistils, offer no trace of either style or stigma. These diminulive 
seeds lie sometimes loose in the cavity of their couceptacles, or 
are at others confined several together in elytrcsy a kind of par¬ 
tial conceptacles contained within a common one, which may be 
considered in this case as the iovolucre. 

The term agamous is of very recent date* From the time of 
Camerariiis, who first demonstrate<l the sexes of plants, down to 
a very late period, botanists were divided, into those who ad¬ 
mitted the existence of sexes in no plant whatever, and into 
those who maintained that no species iu the vegetable departmettt 
of the creation was without them. Exclusive views, like these, 
have their rise in the tendency of the human mind, to draw ge¬ 
neral conclusions from partial facts, and which is ever the strong¬ 
est in regard to those points, concerning which we know the 
least. 

The philosophy ofLinnaus was far from being untainted with 
prejudice, any more than that of so many others. Instead of 
• lifting and discussing the theories of those who preceded him, 
he laid it down aa an axiom, that the law of regeneration in ve¬ 
getables was necessarily the same throughout the whole system. 
It was he that devised and brought into use the term cryptogam 
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fnous plants. He appJied it indiscrimiuately to those species 
where he obtained some indistinct view of sexual organs^ and 
to others where he never bad the slightest glimpse of any. His 
doctrine was, that every organized being is endowed with the 
faculty of propagating itself either by egg or by seed ; that an egg 
or a hced could not be produced without impregnation ; and con> 
sequently, no organized being is destitute of male and female 
organs, though these may not be discernible b)' the eye of the 
observei'. Subsequent investigations have however led to the 
opinion, that there do exist organized beings that produce neither 
egg or see<l; and that others possess these means of multiplying 
themselves independently of previous impregnation ; and most 
botanists of the present day agree, that the presence of sexual or* 
gans in many species included by Linnsus in his cryptogamous 
class of vegetables, is any thing but proved. 

If we adopt the latter opinion, which appears to rest upon solid 
ground, it follows, that \vc should divide the vegetable system into 
thice primary divisions, instead of two : the first, comprising the 
phaenogarnous species, where the process of fecundation is pal¬ 
pable ; the second, the crpptogamous ones, where that process is 
involved in some degree of obscurity; the third, the agamous 
ones, in which no such process takes place. 

Equal to iheficilily we may experience in forming a conception 
of ihree such classss in a general point of view, is the difficulty 
wc shall find in determining the boundaries of each with preci¬ 
sion. Experiment is undoubtedly the most direct test of the 
pre<tence of the sexes. We can be at no loss concerning the 
office of the stamens, when wo perceive that the ovula con¬ 
stantly miscarry in the most perfectly constituted germen, if the 
pollen has not reached the stigma; and on the other hand, find 
that the same as unfailingly come to perfection wherever the 
pollen arrives at the destined point. 

A less direct test, but one that may be as safely depended 
upon, is analogy, and it is better suited to our daily purposes. • 
We admit without hesitation, a multitude of plants into the ranks 
of the phmnogamous species, upon which it has never entered 
our head to try any directexperimenfs in regard to the powers of 
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fecundatioiif being satisfied, by a comparison of the orgaiiization 
of their flowers with that of the few in which the existence of 
the sexes have been directly demonstrated, that we are entitled 
to acknowledge their being qualified with stamens and pistils. 
But in cases, where on one hand the analogy of the organs, 
grounded upon the similitude of forms, is not clear ; on the other, 
the structure and the minuteness of the parts preclude the possi¬ 
bility of the test by experiment; it is easy to conceive, that the 
existence of the sexes may become a question ; and this is what 
has actually taken place in regard to a good many plants, which 
have been ranked by each botanist, in his turn, according to his 
own particular views; at one time in the pliaenogamous, at ano- 
ther in the cryptogamous, at another in the agamous class. In 
this way opinions have become divided. One plant has been 
Known to change its place as often as it has been examined. 
Another, after having been deposited by common assent, in one 
of the two classes of which we arc now speaking, to this hour 
affords a handle for controversy, because it has not been possible 
to adduce strict proof of the oflice of each organ ; hence it is, 
that both in the agamous and in the cryptogamous plants, the 
appellations of stamen, pistil, anther, germcn, pollen, seed, pro- 
paguluro, Arc. See., have been all applied in their turn to the 
same part in the same species by different botanists; and that 
systems have gone on multiplying as fast as any fact in regard 
to organization, that had escaped preceding observers, has been 
brought forwards by succeeding ones. 

If we give due weight to these circumstances, we shall bo 
convinced, that a different line is to be pursued in reviewing 
the agamous and cryptogamous department of vegetation, from 
the one we have had to pursue in considering the phsenogamous 
portion; for here our object cannot be to lay down general po¬ 
sitions, and bring into one point of view all that belongs to 
each system of organs apart, because the forms are extremely 
various, and their functirms, and of consequence their analogies, 
are more within the scope of conjecture than of demonstration. 
The method we have to pursue is to confine ourselves to the 
study of each group by itself, keep separate the facts which are 
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revealed by nature, from those which are to be found only in 
the conventional systems of man, and upon a final scrutiny, to 
abide by the doctrine which seems to afford the greatest degree 
of probability, without blinking the weak and hypothetical parts 
which may belong to it. We shall review in succession the Salvi' 
nia, Equisetacea, Musci, Hepaticttf Lpcopodiacea, Filices, 
A\g(By Lichenes, Hifpoxplea, and Fungi. In proceeding in this 
order, we pass by gradually changing shades of difference from 
the species which approach the nearest to phsenogamous vege¬ 
tation, to those which recede the farthest from it. 

Before we enter into the detail of our subject, let us premise 
a few words concerning the texture of the substance of plants 
of this nature. 

A membranous and cellular texture belongs to the substance of 
ail plants, but subject to avast variety of modifications, all which 
modifications are not found to exist in every species. We arc ac- 
nuainted, for instance, with certain phsenugamous species, in 
which neither tracheae', false tracheae, nor moniliform vessels are to 
to be found. None of these modifications of texture belong to 

a 

the mushrooms, liverworts, hypoxylem or algae, which are must 
probably all of them t)f the agamous class. The substance of these 
consists of a mass of continuous cells of various elongations, with 
membranous walls ot various thickness ; and their outer skin or 
epidermis, which can seldom be detached from the rest of the 
texture, is without miliary glands. Excepting the algae, the 
plants of this class have no parts of an herbaceous nature. 

The other greups, viz. the Ferns, Lycopodiaceac, Hepatic^, 
Mosses, Horse-tails, and Salvinia?, do not appear to differ from 
those of the plisiiogamous class in the nature of their texture ; 
leaves, or else herbaceous processes that serve the turn of leaves, 
and vessels, have been observed in the greatest part of them. 
Struck by this analogy to the phsnogamous plants, some au¬ 
thors have concluded from thence, that the plants of those 
groups could not be without sex; not a very consequential. 
way of reasoning at all events, since it is not yet proved that 
the presence of tracheae, false trachece, miliary glands, leaves, 
&t\ dec., ncce'sarily imply that of stamens and pistils. Let us lay 
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aside all such groundless conclusions, and keep close to the detail 
of facts. 

SALVINI^. 

This group consists of the genera Pillularia (Pill-wort,) 
Marsilea, Salviwia, and Isoetes (Quill*'Vvort,) all aquatic 
plants, which are to be found in France. We place it at the 
head of the ranks of the cryplogamuus class, as other botanists 
have done before us. 

PxLLULALiA grows in wet places. Its creeping stem puts 
out small branches at dilfcreiit points; these produce slender cy¬ 
lindrical leaves, at hi’st like a shecp-crook ; at the foot of each 
branch arises a globular involucre, us large as a pea, without any 
opening; this involucre parts itself into four pieces, which then 
constitute four distinct cells, each containing from sixteen to 
twenty pistils, and from thirty to two-and-thirty anthers; the 
pistils arc situated iii the lower part of the cell, and have an ob¬ 
tuse stigma, the anthers are coUcclcd in a round tuft, and are 
suspended from the top of the same cell; these last arc conical., 
and open tiaiisverscly at the top; their pollen consists of glo¬ 
bular grains, which do not burst when they coinc in contact with 
water ; each pistil is provided with a seed that germinates by. a 
leaf. 

Linnxus, who had taken but a very superficial view of Pillu- 
lARiA, but was determined to find sexual organs in that as 
well as all other plants, supposed the involucre to be one en¬ 
tire pistil, containing several ovula, and that the pollen was 
disseminated over the leaves. But Bernard dc Jussieu, by ex¬ 
plaining the true structure of the sexual organs of this genus, has 
completely refuted the opinion of Linnaeus. Nor can it be said 
that it was one founded upon observations of the least weight, oi 
supported by any evident analogy ; but stands u proof with how 
little circumspection even the most skillful aiithois make asser¬ 
tions in aid of any favourite system they have to build up. A 
‘reflection that will often obtrude itself into our minds, as we 
proceed. 

Maiisilea has a stem which cicep<' along the ground, the 
same as iu Pillvlaria ; but here there are long petioles which 



Oh Crypfogamons and jigamous Vcgeiaiion* 263 

bear at their top four leaflets, disposed In the form of a cross* 
aofl near iheir base eggshaped involucres that do not open. The 
cavity of the involucres is divided lengthways into two cells* 
which are subdivided into several compartments, containing pis* 
tils and nnibers mingled together. The nr.thcrs are very nu¬ 
merous and vrry small, do not open, have but one cell, and are 
filled ;viih a jxdicn ronsisting of opaque gridns; the pistils are 
not numerous; they are provided with a style, and contain 
within a double membrane, a granular iranspaicut matter. Tlii* 
is the $11111 of uhat we colled from the observations of Bernard 
d\.‘ Jusfieii ai;d Mr. Robert Brown ; but in Hdinitting that the 
tarts 'fluted by these skillful butanhts arc correct, y®^ appel¬ 
lations of pislih, stuinen«* and pollen, may after all be misap- 
pl:cd, tor e'cperierre lias not yet taught the real uses of any of 
the organs of this genus. 

S.rnviNi.i floats on and extends itself over the surface of 
stagnant wiilcis, in the form of a lively verdant carpet. Its 
brunches are fiirnUhctl with sinall opposite oval h/aves, sprinkled 
with minute gIaMd> sui mounted by four spirally curled hairs; 
from under the pairs of iouves, and among the roots, are produced 
in groups several close globular involucres of about two centi¬ 
metres in diameter. There is only one female involucre in' each 
group; the rest are males, and contain from one to two 
hundred whitish globular anthers, each with a small filament of 
its own, by means ot which the whole are collected in bunches 
upon ii common sbalt. 'I'he female involucre encloses from ten 
to twelve white oblong chagreened pedicled pistils^ which be¬ 
come as many small capsular fruits, with one small seed (sewi- 
nulutii) in each. All these involucres sepaiute from the parent* 
plant towards the end of summer, and sink to the bottom of the 
water. In the lollowing month of April, the capsules having rid 
themselves of the involucre, rise again to the surface of the 
water, and germination lakes place. At first the capsule opens 
at tlie top by three teeth ; then two radicles, like two little horns, 
are evolved ; then a petioled leaf makes its appearance in the 
form of an inverted crescent; when the stem at last issues from 
the sinus in the leaf. 

Linnaus had taken a false view of the sexuaTbrgans of Sil- 

Voh. V. X 
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TiNiA. Like ^icheli, he took the male involucres for germens, 
the anthers for seeds, and the hairs on the leaves for stamens \ 
but since his time, the organs of generation have been \er)' care- 
,fully described in this genus by Guetlard ; and M, Vuucher has 
explained its mode of germination. But after all, the manner in 
which impregnation takes place in it is still a problem; and 
until this is solved, it behoves us to suspend our opinion concern¬ 
ing the stamens, and not to take for granted facts which have 
not been duly demonstrated, 

IsoETEs, Quill-wort, repiesents a fascicle of narrow elon¬ 
gated leaves. The base of the exterior one swells out and be-* 
comes an involucre, in which are enclosed one hundivd pistils. 
Adanson asserts, that these pistils are nccompaniecl b}’ stamens; 
but Linnaeus puts the stamens at the base of the interior leaves, 
and pretends that they consist of a scale surmounted by an one- 
cetlcd anther. But all this is very obscure; and we can <lecide 
nothing concerning either the opinions of Linnmus or Adanson, 
without a fresh investigation of the parts of this genus. 

Wealready find in this, the very foremost group, that the cus¬ 
tomary forms of tlie sexual organs of phmnogauinus plants have 
disappeared ; and in fact, many botanists are of opinion, that all 
the plants that rank in it have neither pistils, stamens, or seeds. 
Necker, for instance, maintains that the involucres of Pillu- 
LAaiAt Mausilbai and Saltinia, contain nothing but what 
he calb Bisimmees^ which be defines to be reproductive bodies, 
originally of a mucilaginous consistence, that become solid, 
and form themselves into a gerroen without the co-operation 
of impregnation. But still it is right that wc should keep 
in our minds, that the involucres in Pillularxa, Mahsilea, 
and SALyiNiA, inclose bodies of two distinct kinds, and that 
Bernard dc Jussieu has witnessed the transverse dehiscence of 
those which he considers as anthers. 


To he continued. 
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Art. VIII. Case of a Child aged six fnontfis^ is&ho svcaU 
lowed a double^hladed Knife without Injury, 

Few subjects are more interesting^, t ban the contemplation of 
tlie wonderful njannor in which tlic human frame accommo¬ 
dates ’(•'elf to the various violences to which it is subject? 
cou)piv>!»ion upon the brain; the effusion of fluids into the 
pcricard urn, thorax, and abdomen ; a musquet ball or other 
extrancima body in tlie midst of muscle, f'ic.; all may remain 
a considr-rablc Icnjjth of time, without necessarily proving 
destructive: the human stomach is daily exposed.t4> severe 
(rials bv the i^lutton and the drunkard, and daily it evinces 
Us powei of contending against such tittacks, although it 
ultimately falls n saoriJicc to their repetition or contimiancc. 

If we are surprized at the efforts it is capable of in such in¬ 
stances, how much more must we wonder at tliosc remarkable 
powers of adaptation by which it is sometimes enabled to re¬ 
main uninjured when such substances as nails» pins* knives^ &c. 
arc s^valJowcd by accident. 

Tlie ])ainful and ridiculous feat of the Indian jugglers in 
pa::sing’ a blunt piece of iron, under the name of a sword* info 
their stomach, winch certainly contributes to render them short 
lived; and the instances we have of men actually swallowing 
knivc-.c to the number of 12 or 13, for a reward of spirits* or 
wine, do not come within the intention of these observations: 
iltcy arc meant chiefly to apply to those cases where foreign 
substances leave been inadvertently swallowed. 

Ju the Transactions of tlie Royal Society, cases are recorded* 
of knives being swallowed by adults* which forced their >vay 
through the coats of the stomach by producing inflamma¬ 
tion, &c. or were removed by incision; wc have also many 
histories of nails, padlocks, knives, &c. being swallowed with¬ 
out producing fatal consequences; but I am not aware of any 
case being recorded where a knife remained so long In the 
stomach of so young a child* as in that of which 1 now give 
the particulars, and which* on that account* deserves to be 
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preserved, if it has Mot already been communicated by the 
very respectable persons who, with oiyself, were witnesses to 
the £iGts. 

CASE. 

March X6th. 1802. A child of Jonathan White's, Southgate, 
Chichester, about six months old, had a small double-bladed 
knife, about two inches and a half in length, given it to play 
with. On the return of its mother to the room, she sought 
in vain for the knife, in all parts of the cradle in which the 
infant was lying: the child expiessed some uneasiness at 
the stomach, from which the mother concluded it had swal¬ 
lowed the knife ; the bowels were kept lax by the use of castor 
oil: and the fasces soon began to grow black. The child took 
no food, but milk ; seemed often very uneasy in its stomacl). 
and bad slight febrile indisposition; yet it continued to look 
well, and was sufficiently fat. 

Mtfy ^4th. The shortest blade was discharged by U;e bowels ; 
the back of it very much corroded, its edge.* being ragged, 
uneven, and saw-like : the rivet was entirely dissolved. The 
general state of the child's health, os stated above. 

June 16th. The child after being for a day or two more 
than usually uneasy, and rejecting every thing offered as food, 
bimight from its stomach, in vomiting, one side of the horn 
handle about two inches in length, very mucli softened and 
bent double ; a small bit of iron was passed a few days after¬ 
wards by stool. He frequently expresses great pain in his 
stomach and bowels, and starts much when asleep; has re¬ 
tained no nourishment for three days, and now looks much 
emaciated. 

July Stk. The child more emaciated, takes little food, and 
unless when quieted by a decoction of poppies expresses more 
pain, continually writhing. Its bowels are lax, und the stools 
have a black appearance, and the abdomen exhibits externally 
a degree of inflammation. His pulse is soft and moderate 
while asleep; the skin feels rough ; has voided nothing since 

the horn handle. 

July To day he passed a bit of iron, which was about 
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half an incn in leng;th, oi a wed^e-like shape, much corroded, 
and full of lioles, and appearing to have been the large blade. 

August The child has been in a convalescent state 

for the last fortnight, grows fatler, and looks much better; 
has been more quiet, al hough he has not slept nnich; the 
decoction of poppies has been omitted for some time past; 
the pulse full and strong; sucks more heartily, and now eats 
Mipped brearl three or four tiin »s a day. Yesterday and to 
day it has been more uneasy: about five o’clock in the evening 
vomilcd up its milk, together v/itU the back of the knife, 
inches in length, pointed, and corroded at one end ; the other 
nearly perfect, and jirst presented itself at the mouth ; soon 
after, it vomited the other side of the horn handle, softened, 
the edges uneven, and dissolved. The child was much ex¬ 
hausted by its efforts, and soon fell asleep. The stools are 
some tl.ays of their natural colour, and sometimes black. 

Dec, The child is now in perfect health, remarkably 

robust, and has not experienced a day's illness since August, 
'I'hc Notes from whence lhavc taken the above paiticulurs 
were made at the moment by Air. J, N, Shelley, now a sur¬ 
geon in the ai’jny, who was at that period my senior, and 
whose observations I can corroborate most fully. 


Whether we lo(ik on this Case, as proving the possibility of so 
large a substance as a knife remaining so many months with¬ 
out material injury, in the stomach of so young an infant, or 
whetiier vve consider* the state in which the separated parts of 
the knife, at distant intervals, came away, it affords equally 
curious and useful matter for contemplation. It shews the 
remarkable ]>ower possessed by the gastric juice, even in so 
young an infant, of acting upon the metal, by which the rivets 
of the knife and the sliarp edges of it were dissolved, and the 
life of the Individual saved. 

ISIanifold are the precautions which the adult takes, to pre¬ 
serve his health and to guard against accidents ; he is capable 
of explaining the fiature of his sufferings, readily takes the 
most nauseous drugs to subdue disease, and Submits to severe 
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pain to obviate the effects of accident; but the infant cannot 
describe ita feelings, cannot, be treated with certainty, and will 
not endure restraint to effect a cure of the consequences of 
accidentshow bountiful, then, U Providence, in guarding it 
from the accidents of birth, by rendering its bones flexible, 
io restoring uninh of fractui'es by the rapidity witli which 
G^us is secreted, and iu enabling the stomach to meet so 
successfully, such caffs u|)on the solvent powers of its juices, 
as are exeihpliflcd in this Case. 

W. H. Banks, Surgeon, Koyal Nary, 
ilyde, hie of IVight, May Bih. 1818. 


Art. IX- Ort the Production of let at the Bottoms of 

Riters, 

Tbb phsenotnenon of the production of ice at the bottoms of 
rivers, has been* repeatedly noticed.; but I am not aware that 
any sfttjiifactory solution has hitherto been given of the cause. 
In Nicholson’s Dictionary of Chemistry, several diffeivnt hypo¬ 
theses are enumerated, which I shall not riow stop to examine; 
aince it may be safely asserted, that they neither accord with 
the established principles of chemistry, nor with the facts for 
which they endeavour to account. The most recent theory 
with Whiclt I am acquainted, is that of Mr. A. Kniglit; who, 
in a Paper lately jiublished in the Philosophical Transactions, 
seems to consider the particles of ice as originally formed at 
the rarface, and afterwards absorbed by the eddies of streams 
to the bottom. He states in support of this idea, that he did 
not observe any similar appearance in still water. I shall 
advert to this hypotliesis in the sequel; and, at present, it may 
suffice to remark of, it and all others which 1 have hitherto seen, 
^at^8|g>||Q^|ng any of tbem to be correct, the same effccta 

^ produced* whenever tlie atmosphere is at 

a flimilar or in other wordsi that tvhenever the 
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frost is so intense as materially to afiect the water of a river» 
we may then expect to find ice at the bottom. Now this is 
certainly not the case, since the appearance we iire treating of 
never occurs but under peculiar aimo8pherical circumsttmees ; 
and rivers are frequently frozen over, and remain so for a 
length of time, without a particle of ice l^ing visible at the 
bottom of their streams. 1 do not now profess to have deve¬ 
loped this mystery, but merely intend to state the circum¬ 
stances under which the phenomenon commonly takes place, 
us well as a few particulars connected with it, which perhaps 
are not generally known, and which may hereafter be service¬ 
able as data for investigating the cause. 

It is well known to meteorologists, that a severe frost in 
winter does not always commence in an uniform manner. 
Sometimes it begins with a gentle wind from the or N. £. 
and is at first comparatively mild in its operations, but after¬ 
wards gradually increases in intensity. Frosts of this kind are 
generally more lasting than others, and^during such, 1 have not 
observed that any ice is generated at the bottoms of streams; 
though the deep and still parts of rivers are often frozen over 
by them to a considerable extent. At other times, during tlie 
continuance of the violent south-westerly gales, which are so 
prevalent in this country in the winter months, the wind fre¬ 
quently shifts on a sudden from S.W. to N.W. commonly about 
an liour before sun-sec, and blows with great impetuosity^ in this 
direction, attended w'ith a severe frost, and sontetimes with a 
licavy fall of snow. The effects of this frost in places exposed 
to the wind are extremely rapid, so as to vender the ground 
impenetrably hard, in about a couple of hours from its com¬ 
mencement. Situations that ai*e not so much exposed seem com- 
pai'atively little affected ; at least 1 have repeatedly observed, 
that a small sheltered pond in a field was nearly free from ice, 
while the current of a large and rapid river at no great 
distance was nearly choked up by it. I believe that the phe¬ 
nomenon under consideration seldom occurs, except during 
such frosts as these; and the following are the principwd 
cumstances connected with it, which 1 am able to state from 
my own observation. 
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Tt may be hero, premised, that ice of this description is 
seldom seel) adhering; -to anything besides rock, stone, or 
ravel; ajsd t|]at It is more abundantly produced in proper^ 
tion to tb^ greater magnitude and number of the stones com* 
posing the bed of the river, cpmbiiied (as will be further 
noticed) With the velocity of the current. I have been informed 
by a friend, that he has occasionally .perceived it attached to 
solid wooden piles, at a considerable depth beneath the surface 
of the water; but I never saw, or heard, of any on mud, 
earth or clay. .It Is not easy to ascertain the precise time at 
which the process begins to take place. It appears, ho\vever, 
almost invariably to commence during the first night of the 
frost, end probably within a few hours after sunset. On the 
ensuing morning, the lirst thing which strikes an observer is 
an immense quantity of detached plates of ice floating down 
the stream. Mr. Knight naturally enough supposed these to 
have been formed at the.surface by the influence of tlic freezing 
atmosphere, and afterwards absorbed by the current: but I 
think that a minute inspection would have led him to form a 
(*ontrary conclusion ; viz. that they are first formed in tiie bed 
c‘f the river, and afterwards rise to the surface. It is true, 
that none are to be seen in situations where there is no sensible 
current, and that tliey abound most in rough and rapid places. 
B\tt on examining any stream of moderate velocity, yet sinootli, 
equable, and free from all appearance of eddy or rippling, a 
great qutnber of these plates of ice will be found adhering to 
the rock, stone, or gravel at the bottom. If they are watched 
with attention, they will visibly and rapidly increase in bulk; 
till at last, on account of their inferior specific gravity, aided 
]>erhaps by the action of tte; current, they detach themselves 
from the substances to whicG they at hrst adhered, and rise to 
the top of the water. The form of these pieces of icc Is very 
irregular, depending, in a great measure, on the size and shape 
of the stones, or other substances, to which they were originally 
attached* , Mos$ of them sttcm to be of an oblong, or circular 
Agure ; they are generally convex on thejipper surface, and 
have a number oj^thm laminae andspicula shooting from them 
in various directions; especially from their circumference. 
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Suiuetiincs 9 >vhen tUe^e floating pieces or plates lu^et with any 
obstmetion in tlie channel of the riveci they accutuulate/in 
BMch quaittities as to cover the surface of the nater/anfi be¬ 
come frozen together in one large sheet. But this kind of ice 

% 

may be always readily distinguished from that produced in the 
usual way by the action of the cold air on the surface, which 
is smooth, transparent, and of an uniform texture. On the 
contrary, one of these conglomerated fields or sheets, is opaque, 
uneven, full of asperities, and the form of each separate plate 
composing it may be distinctly traced. In this situation they 
commonly assume the shape of irregular ])olygons, with angles 
somewhat rounded; a form apparently caused by the lateral 
))re&sure of the contiguous pieces. 

On the river Wharfe, near Otley, in the West Riding of 
Voi'kshire, is a weir, or mill-dam, where this phenomenon is 
sometimes manifested in a striking manner.. This structure is 
of hewn stone; forming a plane inclined at an angle of from 
35* to 50®, fronting the north, and extending from W. to E. 
to the length of 250 or 300 yards. When one of the above<« 
mentioned frosts occurs, the stone which composes the weir 
.soon becomes encrusted with ice, which increases so rapidly in 
thickness, as in a short time to impede the course of the stream, 
that falls over it in a tolerably uniform sheet, and with con- 
bidcmble velocity: at the same time, the wind blowing strongly 
iVoni the N. W. contributes to repel the water, and freeze such 
as adheres to the crust of ice when its surface comes nearly in 
contact with the air. The consequence is, that in a short time 
the current is entirely obstructed, and the superincumbent 
water forced to a higher level. But as the above-mentioned 
causes continue to act, the ice is als^levated by a perpetual 
aggregation of particles : till by a series of similar operations, 
an icy mound or baiTier is formed, so high as to force the 
water over the opposite shore, and thus produce an apparent 
inundation. But in a short time the accumulated weight of* 
a great many thousand cubic feet of water presses so strongly 
against the barrier, as to buiat a passage throujgh some weak 
part, through which the water escapes, aud^ subsides to Its 
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fttroMr level, leavkig .the siagular appearance of a wall or 
lampttt-of ice three or four feet hig*!), and about two fuel in 
thickaesa^ eiong the greatest part of the upper edge of the 
woir; -’The ice composing (his barrier, where it adheres to the 
stoQie, ia.of a s<^id consistcocf, but the upper part consists of 
a inoKkude of thin laminae or layers, I'esting upon each other 
ih a confused manner, and at different degrees of inclination; 
their interstices being occupied by innumerable icy spiculsc, 
diverging and crossing each other in all directions. The whole 
mass much resembles in its texture the white and porous ico 
which may be seen at the edge of a pond or small rill, where 
the water has subsided during a frost. 

It may be further observed, that a frost of this kind is very 

limited in its duration, aeldom lasting more than thirty-six or 

forty hoursr On the morning of the second day after its cum- 

mencement, a visible relaxation takes place in the temperature 
# * 

of the atmosphere; usually before noon the wind on a sudden 
shifts to the*8.'W, and a rapid diaw comes on, frctpiontly at¬ 
tended with rain. What appears somewhat remarkable, is, 
that during several hours after the coiumenceinent uf the tliaw, 
the production of Jee at the bottom of rivers seems to go on 
without abatement; and upon examining a rapid stream, the 
stones over whidi it flotVs will be found at this period coiu- 
jdfitely encrusted with the above description of icy plates. It 
seems evident frbin'this that the bed of the river, which has 
been reduced below th« freezing temperature, is not for some 
riflse affected by the change of the atmosphere. This may be in 
some measure illustrated by the well-known fact, that rain 
which falls upon a rock or stone-wall is frequently converted 
into ice, though the air and the ground are evidently in a state 
of thaw Before the fcdlowing morning, the ice of which we 
have been speaking generally disappears, being carried away 
by the current, or dissolved by the thaw. 

The htet time that I remarked this phsenomcnon was in a 
streadt of ibC'rtver Air/near .Bradford, in Yorkshire, on the 
Htef January^ 1614. This instance did not precisely accord 
with wbat stated td be the usual circumstances of the 
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case; ae the frost then had existed several days without any 
previous appearance of this kind. But there were • several 
indications of an approaching change of temperature ; and the 
day following there was a partial thaw, attended with rain, 
the wind having veered from N. W. to S. \V. This thaw, 
however, did not continue long, and was succeeded by a frost 
which surpassed all within my reccdlection, in severity and 
duration. Yef, during the whole of this period,- though the 
thermometer frequently stood below 18® of Fahrenheit, and 
the estuary of tlie Tecs, several miles below Stockton, where 
the springtides rise from twelve to eighteen feet, was for more 
than two months frozen over, so as to allow the i>assage of a 
loaded waggon, I could never perceive a particle of ice adhering 
to the rock or gravel in the bed of the small and rapid river 
Leven, in Cleveland, where I then resided. This circumstance 
seems decisively to prove, that the phenomenon does not 
merely depend on intensity of cold. 

I confess myself unable to frame any hypothesis respecting 
the above mentioned facts, which would not be liable to 
numerous and formidable objections. The immediate cause 
of the formatiou of the ice seems to be a rapid diminution of 
temperature in the stone or gravel in the bed of the river, 
connected with the sudden changes in the state of the atmos¬ 
phere ; but it does not seem very easy to explain the precise 
nature of this connection. We may easily conceive, that by 
a sudden change from a state of thaw to an intense frost, at¬ 
tended by a strong wind, the whole body of water in a river 
may become c|uickly cooled, and consequently diminish the 
temperature of the stone or gravel over which it flows t but 
to suppose that water, which is not itself at the freezing point, 
is capable of reducing tl^e substapeea in contact with it, by 
means of a rapid and contintial application of successive 
particles, so far 6c»eaththat temperature, as in process of time 
to convert the contiguous water to ice, seems not to l^:co^d• 
very well with the usually received theory of the equilibrium 
of caloric. However, the ^t that the quantity of ice thus 
produced is always greater in proportion to the saperior 
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vrfocity of tUe btream, little or none being found where there 
is no'tensible cisn'ent, seems in some degree to countenance 
the aboTe,|dea, 

I cannot learn that any cx{ieriaieat8 have ever been insti¬ 
tuted on tills subject, though it seems that they might easily 
be inade by a person conveniently situated, and possessed of 
the requisite instruments. A careful examination, by pioperly- 
contrived thermometers, of the relative temperatures of the 
air, the water, and the b^ of the river, and of the changes 
undergone by them during the above process, would probably 
go a great way towards solving the problem. I know no one 
better qualified for this undertaking than Mr. Knight, if he 
should at any future period have leisure and opportunity to 
direct towards it the same acuteness of observation and 
accuracy of investigation which have enabled him to make 
such important discoveries in tlie oeconomy of the vegetable 
kingdom* And, if the explanation of this phenomenon should 
ever lead to results of any importance to the cause of science, 
1 shall feel sufficiently satisfied, if it be deemed that I have 
been of any service in pointing out the way. 

lllCHABD GaBNETT. 

Blackburn^ Lancashire, May 1818. 


Akt. X. On the Sounds pr^tUced by Flame in Tubes^&iC, 
by M. Faraday, Chemical Assistant in the Foyal Insti- 

. /V^20/l. 

^ HBEE ia an expeHment usually made in illustratiun of the 
properties of hydrogen gas, which was first described by Dr. 
Higgins, in the year 1777>* and in which tones are produced 
by burning a jet of hydrogen within a glass jar or tube. 
These tones vary with the diameter, the thickness, the length, 
and the subsiance of the tube or Jar; and also with changes 
' iu the jet. They have frequently attracted attention, and 
some attempts to explain their origin have been made. 

^^lAchbisonVJournal, Voh 1. page ISO. 



Mr. Faraday on the Sounds produced Flame, kc. @7^ 

After Dr. Higgins, BrugnatelU in l(a1y» and Mr, Pictet at 
Geneva, described the experiment, and the effects produced by 
varying the position and other circumstancea of the jet and 
tube ; and M. de la Rive read a paper at Geneva (published ^ 
in tlie Journal de Physique LV, 1G5.) in which he accounted 
for tile phenomenon by the alternate expansion and contrac¬ 
tion of aqueous vapour, Tliat they are not owing to aqueous 
vapour, will be evident from sonie experiments to be de» 
scribed, I have no doubt they are caused by vibrations, similar 
to those desci ibed by M. de la Rive ; but the vibrations are 
produced in a dilfcrent manner, and may result from the action 
of any Hanic. 

I was induced to make a few experiments on this subject, 
in consequence of tlic request of Mr. J. Stodart, that it should 
be introduced at one of the evening meetings of the Members 
and Friends of the Royal Institution; and was soon satisfied 
that no correct explanation Iiad been given. That the sounds 
were not owing to any action of aqueous vapour, was shewn 
by heating the whole tube above 212®; and still more evidently 
by an expeiiment, in which 1 succeeded in producing them 
from a jet of carbonic oxide. That they do not originate in 
vibrations .of the tube, caused by the current of air passiog 
througli it, was shewn by using cracked glass tubes, tubes 
wrapped up in a clolb, and, 1 have obtained very fine sound:^ 
by using a tube formed at thb moment by rolling up half a 
sheet of cartridge paper, and keeping it in form by grasping 
it in the hand. The sounds have been accounted for, as wdlj 
as their supposed peculiarity of production by hydrogen, by 
the supposition of a rapid current of air through the tube; 
but that this is not essential, is shewn by using tubes closed at 
one end, and bell glasses, as described by Mr. Higgins, in his 
first experiment. 

I was suri>rised to find, on my first trials with other gases^ 
that I could produce those sounds from them which had been* 
supposed to be generated exclusively by hydrogen; and this, 
with the insufficiency of the explanations that had yet been 
given, induced me to search after the cause of^an effect, which 
appeared to be prpduced generally by all flame. 
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laf exaoaining attentively the appearance of a flame when 
introduced .into u tulie, it will commonly be found, that, on 
coning withio Ue aperture, a current of air is established 
tbi^gh the tube, which compresses the flante into a much 
smaller space; K is slightly lengthened, but its diameter is 
cosksiderably diminished : on being introduced a little further, 
and as the tube becomes warm, this effect is increased, and the 
flame is gradually compressed a little above its commencement 
at the oriflee of the jet, more than at any other part; a very 
faint sound begins to be heard, and ns it increases, vibrations 
may be perceived in the flame, vrhich are most evident in the 
upper part, but frei^ueiitly also perceptible in tlie lower and 
smaller portion; tliese increase with the sound, which at last 
becomes very loud, and If the flatue be further introduced into 
the tube, it is generally blown out. Such arc the general 
appearances with hydrogen. If a jet of olefiant, or coal gas, 
both of which 1 have asccrtaineci may be used successfully, 
be substituted ; then, in addition to those appearances, it 
will be perceived, that as the bright flame of the gas enters 
the tube, its splendour is diminished, and it burns with less 
light. 

By substituting other gases an4 inflammable vapours for 
liydrogen, and using other vessels than tubes, I was enabled so 
to magnify the effects, as to perceive more distinctly what took 
place in the flame at these'times; and soon concluded, that 
the sound was nothing more than the seport of a continued 
explosion. 

Sir H.Davy has explatped the nature of flame perfectly; 
and has shewn that it is always a combination of the elements 
of explosive atmospheres. In continued flame, as of a jet of 
gas, the combinallnon takes place successively, and without 
noises as the explosive mixture is made. In what is properly 
<plted an explosion, the combination takes place at once 
-throughout a considerable quantity of mixture, and sound 
.srstAtv from the mechanical forces thus suddenly brought into 
qi^on; and a roaring flame presents something of the ap- 
pparanep of both-. If a strong flame be blown on by the 
mouth, a pair of bellows, the draught of a chimney, or other 
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means, the air and the gaseous inflammable matter are’made 
to mix in explosive profiortions in considerable quaniiCies at 
once, and these being flred by the contiguous flame, com* 
bine at once throughout their whole extent, and produce 
sound: the effect is rapidly- repeated in various part? of the 
flame as long as the air is nvixed thus loreibl^ with it, and 
a re})etition of noise is produced, which constitutes the roar. 

Now this, 1 believe, to be exactly analogous to ths^ which 
takes place in what have been called the singing tubes; but 
in them the explosions aie generally more 2 ninute and more 
rapid. By placing the flame in the tube, a strong /current of 
aiv :’*' determined up it, which envelopes the flame on every 
side. The current is stronger in the axis of the tube than m 
any other part, in consequence of the friction at the sides and 
the position of the flame in the middle; and just at the entrance 
of the tube an additional effect of the same kind is produced, 
by the edge obstructing the ail* wliich passes near it; the air 
is therefore propelled on to the flame, and mingling with the 
inflammable matter existing there, forms portions of exploding 
mixtures, whicl) are fired by the contiguous burning parts, and 
jtruduce sound, in the manner already described, with a roaring 
flame; only, the impelled current being more tmiform, and 
tltc detonations taking place more rapidly and regularly, ami 
in smaller quantities,.the sound becomes continuous and musi¬ 
cal, and is rendered still more so by the effect of the tube in 
forming an echo. 

'i'hat the roaring flame gives sound in consequence of explo¬ 
sion, can hardly be doubted; and the progress from a roar to a 
musical Pone, is easily shewn in the following manner: take a 
lamp with a common cotton wick, and trim it with ether or 
alcohol; light it, and hold a tube over the flame (that which 
1 have used is a thin tube of glass about an inch in diameter, 
and near thirty inches long;) in a few seconds after introducing^ 
the flame, the draught will be suOicienUy strong to blow it 
out, but if the current be obstructed by applying the fingers 
round the lamp at tlie bottom of the tube, combustion will go 
on, though kregularly; theo» by a little management in admit- 
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ting the air on.oiK side'or the other, and in greater or leaser 
quantity, it may be impelled on to the flame in various degrees, 
so as tO''produce a rough roaring .sound, or one more con- 
tinued%nd uniform, of a higher note, and more musical; and 
these may be made to pass into each other at pleasure; then, 
by aubstituting a stream ef etherial vapour for the wick, which ' 
may be easily done from a small flask through a tube, the 
tones may be brought out mure and luoi'C clearly, until they 
exactly resemble those of hydrogen. 

A similar experiment may be made with coal gas; light a 
small Argand burner with a low flatne^ and bring a glass tube, 
vrhich is very little larger than tiie diameter uf the (lame, down 
upon it so as neatly to include it: tlie current of air will be 
the external pait of the flame, it will remove tlic 
a little way up from th^ burner, that part 
of tiie^flaBi^Wilf''l^lbrate rapidly, burning with continued ex¬ 
plosions, and an^ irregular toiie will be obiaii^ed. Remove 
the bomer, and fix on a long slender pipe io the gas tube, so 
as to afford a candle flame that may be introduced into the 
tube; Kght it, and introduce it about five or six inches, and a 
dear musical tone will be obtained. 

During the experiments that were made in consequence uf 
this view of the subject, many appearances occurred which 
might be added to the above account, to< support the opinion 
that the vibration of the flame, in consequence of rapid suc¬ 
cessive explosions,'is the cause of the sound; but they arc 
neglected, because they are supposed unnecessary. 

if the explanation given be true, then the only rccpiisite to 
the produeUon o£ these sounds is the successive sudden inllam- 
mation of portions of gaseous explosive nuxturea. These mix¬ 
tures are. most easily made by propelling a stream of air on to 

astreaQr of inflammable gaseous matter; but it is also possible 

* 

to.olake them in other ways, and the same phenomenon may 
be'pkbAiced in a different manner. 

the tube is not essentially necessary, is shewn by making 
' li swell out cylmd^ of three or four inches diameter, 

except above and below; or part of it may be extended into a 
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globe. I took two ^ that were open abov^ bijt 
contracted apc;rtures; one of the^e was inverted oyer fvi 
inflamed jet of hydrogen, so. ns to form a lamp or bell glass 
about it: there was no efiect of sound, because the downward, 
curi'cnts from above interfered with the atieain of air issuing 
uj) from beneath, and piade it i^egularbpt placing the 
second receiver on the first, applying them e(%e to edge | so as 
to preserve the current of air-upwards from disturbing fhrees, 
the sounds were immediately produced: and, lastly, I succeeded 
in obtaining the tones by the draught of a common chimney; 
for, by attaching a large inverted air jar to the end of a funnel 
pipe that came from the flue, closing the other lower openings 
into it, and introducing an inflamed jet of hydrogen within 
the lower contracted orifice of the glass, the sounds wei^ 
produced. 

That the same sounds may be obtained by means diflerent 
to those above described, though depending on the 'same, 
cause, is shewn by some experiments made by Sir H. Davy, |n 
his first researches on the miners' ^fety lamp. Small wire- 
gauze safety lamps being introduced into air jars filled with 
explosive atmospheres, the gases burnt on the inside of the 
cylinder, and produced sounda similar to those obtained from 
a jet of flame in a tube. 

Having thus endeavoured to account for the phenomenon,of 
sounds produced by jets of flame in tubes and other vessels, I 
shall notice shortly the combustible bodies I have tried.— 
Carbonic oxide, olefiant gas, light bydrocarbonate, coal gas,, 
sulphuretted hydrogen, and arsenuretted hydrogen were 
burned at the end of a long narrow brass tube rising up froiu 
a tranfeniiig jar placed under pressure in a pneumatic trough. 
£t^r was burned from the end of a tube fixed in a flask con¬ 
taining a small quantity which was heated; but a better 
method, and one I iiftftwards adopted, is to pour a little 
ether into a^bladder, and then force common mr in; so^r^uch * 
ether rises in vapour as to^ireyent the mixture being .detema- 
ting, and it ma^^ pressed out, and burnt at the end of atube. 
All these were very successful. Alcohol was more difficult to 

VoL. V. / U 
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manage ftom being less volatile; bat it succeeded when raised 
in vapour ftma a flask and burnt at a tube. In trials made 
with a wax taper, no distinct tone could be produced; but 
when the tube was made very hot. so as to assist the current 
through it, something like the commencement of a sound was 
heard at the moment the taper was blown out by the current. 

Hydrogen is by far the best substance by which to produce 
these tones; and its superiority depends upon the low tempe¬ 
rature at which it inflames, the intense heat it produces in 
combustion, and the small quantity of oxygen that a given 
bulk of it requires. It is in consequence less easily extinguished 
by the current than other gases, the current formed is more 
powerful and rapid, and an explosive mixture is sooner made. 
With gases producing little heat by combustion, and therefore 
occasioning but a feeble current, the effect is increased by 
first Jbeating the tube at a fire, and when not heated pre¬ 
viously, the tone is perceived to improve as the tube becomes 
b&t fkrom the flame playing in it. 

*Some variations of the form of the vessel inclosing the flame, 
and the material used, have been mentioned. Globes from seven 
to two inches in diameter, with short necks, give very low 
tones t bottles. Florence flasks, and phials have always suc¬ 
ceeded : air jars from four inches diameter to a very small size, 
may be used. 1 constructed some angular tubes of long narrow 
dips of glass-and wood, placing three or four together, so as 
to form a triangular or square tube, tying them round with 
packthread, and easily obtained tones from hydrogen by means 
of them; and it is evident that variations of the channel, the 
use of which is to flmu and direct the current of air, may be 
made without end* 

May nth, 1818. 
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Abt. XI. On the jiqueduct of jiUantara, By George 

Rennie, Jun. Esq„ 

Xn tracing the origin or the progress of this undertaking, it 
might be deemed necessary to investigate the moral and poli¬ 
tical institutions of the people with whom it ori^nated ; that 
the ad\ahcemcnt of civilization, and its connection with the 
sciences, should be contrasted with the systems of social order 
which have successively arisen, and that the principles which 
conduce to the display of human knowledge (in these branches)* 
should be severally developed; but the subject is at onhe 
intricate and irrelevant, and the difficulty of accommodating 
historical inferences to existing facts, is a sufficient obstacle to 
the present inquiry. 

The annals of the Portuguese nation present throughout a 
series of strange, and important events. Conquests and com¬ 
merce, revolutions and religion, cbaractei'ise the history df a 
people distinguished for energy and enterprise, which, while it 
spread the renown of its heroes and its navigators, led the way 
to that species of infatuation which eventually terminates in 
moral debasement. 

Before the reign of John V. King of Portugal, the public 
mind, hitherto absorbed in its foreign relations, seemed to have 
lost every taste for the cultivation of those arts which consti¬ 
tute the embellishment of a state; and it is only from tlie 
exertions of that prfnce, that the revival of learning in Portugal 
can be dated. The wisdom of his legislation, and the xnagni* 
licence of his public works, entitle John V. to the appellation of 
Great; though it is to be regretted it was ever tainteil with 
the association of bigotry. It was in this sera that the Aqueduct 
of Alcantara arose. 

The situation of Lisbon, on an assemblage of hard an^ 
calcareous hills, precludes the advantage possessed by other 
capitals, of a ready supply of water. It occasionally exhibits 
itself in sin^^hg wells. 'but of an indifferent Quality, and unht 
for domestic purposes; hence it is principsdly used in irrigation* 
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It is then lifted from a well of about twenty feet deep» and ten 
feet diameteTt by means of a nara, which consists of a chain of 
reroMng earthen buckets of about one English gallon each. 
Theira are often two series of these resting on vertical 
wheels, whilst a horizontal wheel and spindle (workingbetween 
them), is turned by a lever of about ten feet six inches in 

r ♦ 

length* which connects an ox, or a mule, to a yoke. One of 
these animals, raises about .fifty buckets per minute, which 
dischai^ themselves in rotation into an inclined trough above, 
whence it is conveyed by narrow cuts to the different parts of 
the quinta; a bell is usually attached to the lever to indicate 
that the animal is going; and thus with this rude machine he 
works throughout the day. 

In the year 1511, the first idea of supplying the capital with 
water was suggested by Emanuel the Great, King of Portugal, 
It wqs piuposed by his architect, Francisco de Olhando, that 
some neighbouring springs should be conducted to a magni- 
iiceiit fountain, to be erected in the Fra^a do Rocio, in which 
a column surmounted by an allegorical figure of the city of 
Lisbon, was guarded at the base by four elephants spouting 
water into a marble basin; but the scheme was unaccountably 
abandoned. The next attempt was made by the Infante Dom 
Luis, but with as little success. 

According to Luis Marinho* a sum of600,000 crusadoes was 
raised by public subscription to defray the expense; but the 
mopey was foolishly lavished in honour of the entry of Philip III-, 
of Spain, into Lislran. Five successive sovereigns passed over, 
untdthe year 1713, when the foundation stone of the present 
aqueduct was laid under the auspices of John V. by a Neapo¬ 
litan, named Canavarro, who died during the progress of the 
work. He was then succeeded by Brigadier Mansel de Maya, 
who finished it August 6tb, 1732; others say 1738; since which 
it has remained, notwithstanding the dreadful Earthquake of 
1755, an unshaken monument of stability and grandeur, to 
the contemplation of present and future ages. 

The writers who have hitherto given a description of this 
undertaking, have principally confined themselves to private 
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memorials; for, with the exception of Murpby» and eeveral 
engravings, the public are in possession of few details, or exact' 
measurements. 

In 1749 , a perspective representation was published in 
London, by Bowles. 

In 1763, Mr. Andrew Frazer made some private notes of it. 

In 1768, a sketch of the grand arch was presented by Col. 
Elsdeu to Sir Francis Gosling, and on the back of it part of 
another one taken by Mr. Robert Gosling; and about the same 
time a very imperfect representation by Mr. J. Hunter. Col* 
Elsden's, which is the best hitherto made, is now in possession 
of W. Mylne, Esq., who had the goodness to lend it. 

In 1769, an original of this plan was presented to the 
celebrated Marquis de Poiubal, and is now preserved in the 
family house at Oeras : the following desci'iption is annexed 
to it. , 

Esta nobre c suberba obra tern a seu principio no fim da- 
Kibeira de Carengue, e vay em partes por baixo da terra, e 
cm outras partes, com arcos magnidcos, pela distancia de tres 
leguas e meya, ou 9000 toises, tendo 127 arcos. 

Este riscu he aquelle ])equeo porCao de este grande obra 
que a travessa a ribeira de Alcantara sad 35 arcos. 

O arco grande tern 315 palmos* de altura, 150 de largo. 

Estes arcos tern de distancia 400 toises. 

For Luis L*Huy]ier de Rozterres, A4Jutant Ingenieur Volon* 
taire sous la direction de Mens, le Lieut.-Col. Ouilleaume 
Elsden, August 12th I 770 . 

Besides the information which Mr. Bell, of Lisbon, kindly 
afforded from the numerous documents and actual measure^ 
ments possessed and made by him, Murphy, as a public writer, 
is also referred to, although his account is far from being 
satisfactory. In the Voyage fait aux Cdtes de Portugal, par M 


* The Portuguese varra of 5 palmos de Craveira, or 40 
inches, is exactly:=:43'^ E|lgl»h inches, or 8,64. English inohea 
to the palmoy consequently the great arch being 315 palmos:^ 
22pft. Sin.; Span, 160 pa]mos=108ft. 
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Bory,' in the Histoire de VAcademie Hoyale des Sciences, for 
the year 1772,'page 144, is a short account, and an engraving 
of-^thc principal arch. 

In 1793, an elevation, and short description, was published 
in London, by B. Wells, which is now scarce. 

A perspective engraving by Levequo, is a good represen¬ 
tation; and it has been occasionally and vaguely noiiced by 
travellers, anil professional writers ; but with the exception of 
the above mentioned elevation, the public are in possession of 
no dimensions. 

The following description therefore may be perhaps accept- 
able^ from being tlie result of much personal attention and 
time devoted to the subject, which without any previous 
acquaintance with, or reference to the documents here pre¬ 
sented, but solely dictated by curiosity, is now for the first 
time Contrasted with the labours of others. 

The Aqueduct of Alcantara, from its source at Bellas to its 
termination at Lisbon, is 56,380 fiet long. The springs 
which feed it come from Ribeira de Carenque, Cannessas and 
other adjacent places, whence they are conducted, and united 
to the aqueduct in a small semicircular channel: the water 
then commences its course at a gentle velocity, augmenting 
in quantity, by the union of several tributary springs, until it 
arrives at the valley of Alcantara, where it crosses in a stream 
of 13 inches wide, by 7 inches deep, and thus passes on to 
Lisbon, 

Throughout the whole course of this stupendous work, the 
utmost skill is visible in preserving the inclination, and in the 
masonry; but the circuitous windings, subterraneous passages, 
and numerous arches, offer but indifferent specimens of hy¬ 
draulic art. Of the former there are 65 angles, and of the 
latter 127 arches. Light, and air, are admitted into the 
vaulting enclosing the channels by windows and towers placed 
at certain intervals, which are furnished with, close iron gra* 
tings, to prevent the admission of noxious ingredients. 

Blate IV. represents that part of the aqueduct which crosses 
the valley of Alcantara. 

Plate V. a plan and section above the middle arch. 
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The steepest or eastern bank is the Lisbon aide, and the 
gently rising or western bank the Bellas side; the spectator 
will then (ace the south. A statue of John V. is represented 
in Roman costume on a pedestal on the eastern end, where 
the foot path commences, from which to the arch No* Ij is 
570 feet 7 inches solid wall. 

The following table of dimensions shews the relative value 
of each authority. 
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Arch 1 

Height 


Bowles 150 

249 


Frazer 110 

215 


Klsden lOS 6 

224 10 


Gosling 90 

216 


Rozierres 108 

226 8 

i Bell 

• 104 9 

212 


Murphy 10/6 

230 10 


1 Bory 

- 108 

216 


1 Wells * 108 5 
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220 

9 

70 

26 ' 


10 

65 6 

26 


11 

65 6 

26 


12 

65 6 



13 

59 

22 


14 

59 

22 3 


15 

50 6 

22 3 
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28 
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64 6 
Sot 
mea> 
ISUFCd. 


Pier 
18 6 
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24 11 
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^24 

25 8 
28 
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65 6 
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33 8 
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26 

25 

I 25 

^25 

,24 
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14 

14 


3 

8 
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* Gosling must have only taken the distance between the pro* 
jectiog abutments, which in August gave 94 ft. T iu. 
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commence the circuhir arches: 

Col. Ehdcn B. Wells G. Ucnnic 

Arch Pier Arch Arch J Her 

18' 49 9 18 6 44 4 43 7 ^1 S 

19 42 9 IS 6 44 4 43 10 91 4 

90- 39 IS 6 36 5 49 10 91 4 

21 30 17 6 36 3 35 11 17 lO 

29 30 17 36 6 35 10 17 0 

23 29 6 16 6 ; 36 5 35 10 17 

24 21 14 6 i 99 2 23 S 14 3 

25 21 14 6 I 29 2 28 7 14 3 

26 21 14 6 ; 29 9 28 8 14 3 

27 91 14 6 i 29 2 28 7 H 3 

28 20 6 14 6 ! 29 2 28 7 14 3 

99 20 6 14 6 , 29 2 j 28 8 14 4 

30 20 6 14 6 ‘ 21 10 21 5 14 4 

31 20 6* 14 6 I 21 10 21 5 14 2 

32 20 6 14 6 21 10 21 7 14 3 

33 20 6 14 6 21 10 21 6 14 3 

34 20 6 14 6 21 lO 21 5 14 3 

35 , 20 6 21 10 21 6 

The superstructure is divided into two kants, or branches; 
of winch the following are the lengths. 

Mr. Bell ’ 

Great branch 1936 O 1954 7 4 1931 O 

Small ditto 1125 G 1136 7 H-^O 6 

Total length 3061 6 3091 2 4 3081 6 

Ft. In. 

The breadth of the work above the buttresses is 23 3 
By some authorities - > - 23 7 

The plan and section being drawn to the scale, explains all 
the other dimensions. 

The middle arch, as well as all the other arches are extremely 
well executed ; and in standing at the western angle, the eye 
ranges over the piers, without the slightest variation of any of 
them frotn the vertical plane. The joints are close, and the 
horizontal lines well preserved. The voussoirs of the arches 
appear of equal length, and their extrados are adapted to th^ 
courses of 16 inches deep each. Hiose of the middle arch 
* Appear about 8 feet in length, and fifteen of them constitute 
V tl^ depth of the work; but the four ranks of projecting stones. 
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which probably carried the centreing, hurt the uniformity. 
The only perceptible sinking occasioned by the earthquake is 
in the north parapet and in one of the towers. A stream^.or 
rather winter-torrent runs through the channel under the 
great arch, and empties ilaelf into the Tagus about two mUes 
distant. The width of the section at top is 30 feet 1 inch, 
and at bottom ^5 feet 10 inches. 

The valley of Alcantai’a is fertile but not picturesque; 
Hoffroanzeg discovered sSveral plants peculiar to the tropical 
regions; and the botanist L*Ecluse spoke enthusiastically of 
its productions; but with the exception of the orange plan¬ 
tations near the stream, the features are rough and un¬ 
interesting. The i*adiation of heat concentrated in the valley 
is too powerful for vegetation, and were it not tempered by 
the prevailing north winds of the summer season, the heat . 
would be insupportable. 

According to Link, the basalt commences about half a 
league behind Belem, whence it continues up the valley of 
Alcantara to Beiiifica and the Cabepa de Montachiqtie, and 
then returns back, forming as it were an annular bed, or mass 
of basalt, covered occasionally with a cream coloured cal¬ 
careous sdone, of a fine granular teature, and slightly trans¬ 
lucent ; it occasionally exhibits opaque nodules of considerable 
hardness, which render it unfit for delicate sculpture, although 
the Portuguese masons work it very skilfully. It is asserted 
that basalt only shows itself (in Portugal) here and at Cape 
St. Vincent's, at both of w'hich places the efiects of the earth¬ 
quake in 1755 were most severe. 

The water of the aqueduct has a fine clear appearance ; but 
it holds a large portion of carbonate of lime in solution, which 
gradually deposits in concentric rings in the interior of the 
pipes until their area becomes.reduced to a small hole of the 
size of a pin's head. The pipes being of lead are then ripp^ 
open and folded back, leaving a nucleus as hard as the original 
stone.* The inspector says each ring denotes one year. In* 


* A specimen taken from the interior of a pipe 7 laches bore 
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deed the velocityof the water is sotrifling, that the evil cannot 
be remedied in the present case.—Vandelli dedicated a long 
memoir on the subject, in the Memorias Economicas of the 
Academy of Sciences at Lisbon, entitled Memoria sobre as 
Aguas Livres, por J>omingo8 Vandelli. 

He blames the directors fm* not using the great reservoir 
constructed for that purpose; for not rejecting improper 
springs; for having no analysis of each spring. He advises 
that the pipes should be of metal; that a description and 
toiK)gnphical chart should be made of them; that proper 
valves should be furnished to each chafariz, or fountain, to 
prevent the continual run, and waste of water ; that a proper 
distinction should be observed in portioning out the different 
supplies for different purposes, and that tanks or reservoirs 
. should be constructed to allow of a purification. 

In 1791 he gives the following analysis of the united springs 
in the Aqueduct, and of a single spring fium Carengue. 

A Canada t contains Magnesia I Grain. 

■— Selenite - 3 

■ ■' Common salt - 2 

' Earthy muriates 1 

7 


6 
2 
4 
2 

14 

He says, that “ the water, percolating columnar basalt, 
must acquire some deteriorating matter." And concludes by 
proposing certain remedies to his objections. 

I . 

was sent to Mr. Brande for his inspection, who pronounced it to 
be nearly a pure carbonate—Its specific gravity is 2.377. Its 
crystals are shining and lamellated. 
i A Canada is 266.64 English gallons. 


Gas not noticed. 

Db Cahbngub. 
A Canada Magnesia 

- Selenite 

- — Common salt 
—— Earthy muriates 
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With reg^ard to the reservoir, it is a lai^e square building 
to which the aqueduct joins, by several semicircular arches of 
about 60 feet span, and into which the water from the cbapnel 
was to flow in a cascade, and thus fill It up to 95 feet in 
depth. But it was afterwards judged to be unsafe, from 
the internal pressure being likely to force the walls, and do 
mischief in the city, which, from being completely commanded 
by the reservoir might be incalculable 

The internal dimensions of the cistern are 99 feet 7 inches 
by 79 feet 10 inches, and 25 feet deep. Four stono piars of 
eight feet square, rise from the bottom of the cistern, to sup¬ 
port the brick vaulting above, which is still unfinished. The 
floor is finely laid, and the sluices well executed. The view 
from the summit of this building is superb, presenting every 
feature of a fine landscape. 

On the external face <if the south side of it, a marble tablet 
contains the following inscription. 

Joannes V 

Lusitanoi’um Rex Magnificus 
Liiberalis 
Civitate Prufitens 
Excipiendis Aquas Populo 
Manantibus 

Hanc Molem Struendam 
Curavit 

Orbis Miraculum 
Tanti Nominis 
Aeternitatis 

And on a Triumphal Arch adjacent, the following 

Joannes V 
Lusitauorum Rex 
Justus Pius Aug Felix P. P. 

Lusitania in Face Stabilita 
Viribus Gloria oplbus Firmata 
Profligatis Difficultatibus 
Imo Prope Victa Natura 
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.^FereniMto, Aquas in Urbem invexU 

Et 

Brevi undivigenti Annoruu Spatio 
Muiimo Publico 
Jrainensum opus confecit 
Gratitudinis Ergo 
Optimq Princjpi 
Et 

Publics utUitatis Auctori 
Hoc Moauiucntum Pos. S. P. Q.— 

Anno MDCCXXXVni 

I'he water channels ,i* r (Plate V.) are hollowed out of one 
stone, and cemented at every joint, with a composition of 
finely powdered brick, freestone, and ^limestone, mixed up 
with oil and turpentine. ’ 

The channels are 13 inches wide by 11 inches deep, but 
seldom contain more or less than 7 inches depth of water in 
summer or winter. 

The difference of level between the commencement and 
termination of the aqueduct was not ascertained, but the 
velocity of the current was 90 feet per minute, and the con¬ 
sequent expenditure 279 English gallons in that period. 

There are sixteen fountains, each of which is said to yield 
If almudaa* in or 2774 quarts, or 693,5 English gallons, 
per minute, or 11096 gallons (ot adlthe fountains, from which 
the water must be caiTied by the jgalegos, or porters. 

Eighteen men are constantly employed, whose wages and 
incidental expanses amount to 700 milrees per month, or 
about S]54i. annually. 

The annual revenue is ninety millions of reis,* or 25,125/, 
leaving a disposable sum of 2l.971f. These calculations being 
merely collected from verbal statements, cannot be relied on. 


* The almuda is about 83 quarts. 

t Arising from a tax of one rei on everj pound of meat sold in 
the market. 
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The velocity of the etream U the only criterion of authority 
we liave; inaccuracies and tnistatemcnts may have unavoid¬ 
ably occurred; but whatever was subjected to measurement, 
is given with coniiflence. 

Thus much for this undertaking. Its merits, its principles, 
and its utility, may be called in question. In point of mag¬ 
nitude it has few rivals; and the reflecting mind, while it 
censures its defects, allows its Author to say with the poet, 

Exegi monumentum sere perennius 
Regalique situ Pyramidum altius ; 

Quod non imber edax, non Aquilo impotens 
Pussit diruere, aut innumerabilis 
Annorum series, ct fuga temporum. 

Non omnis moriar, multaque pars mei 
Vitabit Lihitinam. 


Art. XII. S^eport o/’Mr, Brande’s Lectures on Mineraio^ 
gical Chemistry, delivered in the Theatre of the Ro^al 
Institution, in the Spring of 1817» 

[Continued from page 73.] 

J[rOn is a inetul so generally dilTused throughout nature, that 
there are comparatively few fossils which can be said to be per¬ 
fectly free from it. It is confined to no particular formation, or 
series of rocks, but pervades primary, transition, secondary, and 
alluvial strata. Water often holds one or more of its saline com¬ 
binations in solution, and thus forms chalybeate springs; and 
vegetable and animal bodies afford more or less of it when sub¬ 
mitted to the processes of analysis. 

The proper ores of iron are also very numerous, and it exists 
in so many combinations with other bodies, that it often be¬ 
comes very difficult to say what should be regarded os the cha¬ 
racteristic ingredient. 

These considerations alone, , render the subject now before me 
of much interest to the mineralogical and analytic chemist; but 
when we letlect upon the circumstances connected with the 
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bifltOTy of Iron a^umes an importance which might justly en¬ 
title it to be difttinguished as the king of the metals. It is the 
principal metallic ingredient in those laptdeous masses, which in 
different countries have fallen upon our globe, and which have 
been termed meteoric stones. Though we really know nothing 
of the source or origin of these bodies, it has been ascertained 
upon the most satisfactory and indisputable evidence that they 
are not of terrestrial formation, and consequently, since men be¬ 
gan to think and reason correctly, their visits to our planet have 
awakened much speculation, and some experimental research. 

In the first place, it deserves to be remarked, that we have 
. very distinct evidence of the falling of stony bodies from the 
atmosphere in various countries, and at very remote periods. 
For, to say nothing of the fabulous trash which encumbers the 
annals of ancient Rome, or the extended catalogue of wonders 
flowing from the lively imagination of Oriental writers^ 
such events arc recorded in holy writ, and have been set down 
by tbe most accredited of the early historians; and although 
philosophic scepticism long contended against the admission of 
tbe fact, it has in modern times received such unanswerable 
proofs, as to be allowed by all who have candidly considered the 
evidence, and is only rejected by the really ignorant, or by those 
who, for the sake of singularity, affect disbelief. 

The first tolerably accurate narration of the fall of a 
meteoric stone, relates to that of Fnsisbeim, near Basle, upon 
the Rhine. The account which is deposited in the church was 
thus: A.D. 1492, Wednesday, 7 November, there was a loud 
clap of thunder, and a child saw a stone fall from heaven; it 
struck into a field of wheat, and did no barm, but made a hole 
there. The noise it made was heard at Lucerne, Villing, and 
other places ; on the Monday King Maximilian ordered the stone 
to be brought to the castle, and ufter having conversed about 
it with the noblemen, said the people of Ensisheim should hang 
it up in their church, and his Royal Excellency strictly forbade 
anybody to take any thing from it. Hia Excellency houteverf 
took two pieces himself, and sent another to Duke Sigismund of 
Austria, This stone weighed 255 lbs. 

in 1627, 27th November, the celebrated Gassendi saw a 



on Mineralogutal Chemisiiy, 29S 

burning stone fall on Mount Vaisiry in Provence; he found it to 
weigh 59 lbs. 

lu 1672, a stone fell near Verona, weighing 300 lbs. And 
Lucas, when at Larissa, 1705, describes the falling of a stone, 
with aloud hissing noise, and smelling of sulphur. 

In September, 1753, de Lalande witnessed this extraordinary 
phenomenon, near Pont de Vesli. In 1758, no less than three 
stones fell in diderent parts of France. In 1790, there was a 
shower of stones near Agen, witnessed by M. Darcet, and 
several other respectable persons. And on the 18th of December, 
1795 , a stone fell m-’ar Major Topham’s house in Yorkshire ; 
it was seen by a ploughman and two other persons, who imme¬ 
diately dug it out of tbe hole it had buried itself in; it weighed 
55 lbs. 

We have various other and equally satisfactory accounts of 
the same kind. All concur in describing a luminous meteor 
moving through the air in a more or less oblique direction, at¬ 
tended by a hissing noise, and the fall of stony or scmimetallic 
masses, in a slate of ignition. Wc have however evidence of 
another kind, amply proving the peculiarities of these bodies. It 
is, that although they have fallen in very different countri^, 
and at distant periods, when submitted to chemical analysis 
they all agree in component parts; the metallic particles being 
composed of nickel and iron ; tbe earthy of silex and mag¬ 
nesia. 

Large masses of native iron have been found in different parts 
of the world, of the history and origin of which nothing very 
accurate is known. Such are the great block of iron at Elbogeo 
in Bohemia; the large mass discovered by Pallas, weighing 
l5001bs. near Krasnojark in Siberia; that found by Goldberry, 
in the great desert of Zahra, in Africa; probably also that men¬ 
tioned by Mr. Barrow, on the banks of tbe great 5sh river in 
Southern Africa; and those noticed by Bruce, Bougainville, 
Humboldt, and others in America, of enormous mugnirude, ex¬ 
ceeding 30 tons in weight. That these should be of the sanie 
source as the other meteoric stones, seems at first to startle 
belief; but when they are submitted to analysis, and the iron 
ihey contain found alloyed by nickel, it no longer seems credu- 
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lous to regard them as of meteoric origin. Wc find nothing of 
the kind in the earth. 

To account for these uncommon visitations of inctullic and 
lapidcous bodies, a variety of hypotheses have been suggested. 

Are they merely earthly matter fused by lightning ? Are they 
the otTspriug of any terrestrial volcano ? These were once 
favourite notions ; but we know of no instance in which similar 
bodies have in that way been produced, nor do the lavas of 
known volcanos in the least resemble these bodies, to say nothing 
of the inexplicable projectile force that would here be wanted. 
This is m^^rely explaining what is puzzling, by assuming what 
is impossible; and the persons who have taken up this conjee- 
ture, have assumed one impossibility to account for what they 
conceive to be another, namely, that the stony bodies should 
come from any other source than our own globe. 

The notion that these bodies come from the moon, though it 
has been laughed at as lunacy, is, when impartially considered, 
neither absurd nor impossible. It is quite true, that the quiet way 
inw'hich they visit us is against such an origin ; it seems, however, 
that any power which would move u body 0000 feet in a second, 
that is, about three times the velocity of a cannon ball, would 
throw it from the sphere of the moon's attraction into that of 
our earth. The cause of this projective force may be a volcano, 
and if thus impelled, the body would icach us in about two 
days, and enter our atmosphere with a velocity of about 25000 
feet in a second. Their ignition may be accounted for, either by 
supposing the heat generated by their motion in our atmosphere 
sufficient to ignite them ; or by considering them as combu!<' 
libles, ignited by the mere contact of air. 

While we are considering the of these considerations 

it may be remembered, that in the great laboratory of the at¬ 
mosphere, chemical changes may happen, attended by the pro¬ 
duction of iron and other metuis ; that at all events such a cir¬ 
cumstance is within the range of possible occurrences ; and thafr 
the meteoric bodies which thus salute the earth with stony 
showers, may be children of the air, created by the union of 
simpler forms of matter. The singular rclutionslup between iron 
and nickel, and magnetism, and the uniform influence of meteoric 
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phenomena upon the magnetic needle, should be taken into the 
account in these hypotheses. 

The existence of masses of native iron has led roe to these 
questions, which, least they should be deemed irrelevant, I will 
pursue no more. 

The ores ofiron may be classed under three divisions, of which 
the fir^t includes chiefly mineralogical curiosities, such as arse- 
niate, chromate, phosphate, and a few other rare combinations. 

The second embraces the sulphurets of iron, of great use in 
afTording some of the saline combinations, such especially us 
^revn vitriol or copperas. These ores are known under the name 
of Pj/rites, Black or magnetic pyrites contains 63 iron -f 37 
sulphur. Yellow or common pyrites consists of 46 per cent, 
iron + 54 sulphur. 

This is abundant all over the world. Large crystals have been 
found in the graves of the Incas of Peru, and seem to have 
been used us mirrors. Globular masses of it occur in chalk. 
Some varieties are very liable to decomposition, and coiise- 
quciUly (.>ftcn mischievous in a mineralogical cabinet. 

The most interesting ores of iron arc those in which the 
metal is unhed to oxygen. These are the sources of the enor¬ 
mous quantities of this body that au* called ft r in commerce. 
There are two oxides of iron, which have been teimed the black 
and the red ; the one consisting of 100 iron + 30 oxygon, and 
the other of 100 iron 4- 45 oxygen, 'rhey both occur native ; 
the former principally in primitive, the latter in secondary 
rocks. 

MagNctic iron ore is one of the purest varieties of the pro¬ 
toxide ofiron; the fine bar iron of Dimnemorais made from it; 
but it is not the oie used in Kngland, though found in Cornwall, 
Devonshire, and the Shetland Isles, It not only attracts the 
magnet, but is itself often polar. It occurs massive and variously 
crystallized, its primitive form being the octnedron. 

Specular iron ore, or iron glance, is a variety of this oxide; jt 
is very slightly magnetic. The mines of Llha, which have been 
worked for 3000 years, alTord magiiiliccni specimens; it is 
easily distinguished from magnetic iron by affording a red and 
not a black streak, when rubbed on paper. 

Voi. V. X 
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Micaceous iron, another variety of the oxidei is found near 
Dunkeld. 

lied iroii ore, or htemalites, gives a red streak, and U cot 
magnetic. It abounds at Ulvcrstone in Lancashire, and affords 
from 6*0 per c<‘iu. to 80 per cent, of excellent iron. 

Argillaceous iron stone is a vciy abundant, though a poor 
ovc of iion; yet as it accompanies coal, it is the principal 
source of the great quantities of the tnetal manufactured 
in Kngland- It aitbixlrt from ‘25 to 30 per cent, of malleable 
iron. Its reduction is accoinpli-shed by the aid of limestone and 
coal; the iormer producing a fusible compound witli the argil¬ 
laceous part of ll»c ore; the latter serving as fuel, and also 
reducing tlie oxide to the metallic state. 

It is said, tint the. average anruud manufacture of iron in 
Europe amounts to fifteen million quintals, of which five mil¬ 
lion aie inanuhictured in Britain, and nearly the same quantity 
in Fiance. 

Mr. Br.mdc next adverted to the ])roperties of pure or 
mallcLihle iron, to the varieties of cast iron and stoelj and to 
the compo'tUitin of the oxides, chlorides, and salts of this 
metal. Their u=c5 in calico printing, dyeing, in the manufac¬ 
ture of priis^ian blue and other jiiginents were also pointed 
out; for willing ink the folliming proportions of materials 
were dceriu-d best:—3 oz. of finely bruised galls; 1 oz. of 
green vitriol; I oz. of logwood shavings ; 1 oz. of gum arable ; 
^ oz. of bruised cloves; 1 pint of distilled \inegar; 1 pint of 
distilled water. Tliese mateiials are to be put together in a 
bottle, and set in a warm place for ten days, being well shaken 
every day. The ciiai-er ]>arts being allowed to subside, the 
ink is poured <)fr; and its quality is materially improved by 
dissolving a stick of Indian ink and ten giiiins of corrosive 
sulilimate in each quart; an ounce of brown sugar may 
also be adtled if the ink is intended to be used in the copy- 
ing priss. 

In rcllecfing upon the numerous uses to which iroa has been 
applied, Mr. Brunde said, he had now only alluded to a few of 
the mtjst important uf them. In considering its influence in 
extending the dominion of man, we are naturally led to ask 
for some information respecting its discovery, and some account 
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of (he persons who, by inventing the methods of extracting it 
from its ores, and working it, conferred upon the human race 
a benefit so great and unliiTitted. The fact is, that the aera 
of this important discovery is unknown, though doubtless, in 
our hemisphere, of very remote oi igiii. Indeed it is only by 
tradition, or by digging up some of the rude instruments of 
our warlike forefathers, that we discover that at one period the 
useful metals were unknown, and that men endeavoured to 
supply their want by the use of Hints and other hard stones. 

Gold, silver, and copper, being found as already explained, 
in the metallic state, and especially the two former, have been 
long employed, and were used before any idea h3d been enter¬ 
tained of extracting iron from its brittle and stubborn ores. 
It is ciiiious to draw a con.parison, involving this discovery; 
and we are enabled to do so witli much accuracy, by consulting 
the records of savage nations. To these tribes, the felling of a 
tree with a stone hatchet, was employment, we are told, for a 
month ; and to hollow out a canoe consumed so many yeaj's, 
that, accordiiigto Horde, it ficqiienlly begaii to lot before it 
was (iniolicd. To clear a small field of timber, says Ivoberlson, 
in his History of America, was a work wliich i-c(|uircd the 
united efforts of a whole tribe. 

Agriculture, oven when the strength of man is seconded by 
tiiat of the animals which he has sui)jcctcd to (he yoke, and 
augmented by the instruments which iron furnislics, is still a 
work of great labour; and it is with the sweat of his brow 
that he rcndci s the earlli fertile. I5ut when pco[»Ie were des¬ 
titute of these advantages, cultivation was almo.st impossible ; 
and we aceoidingly observe them depending on iisKing and 
hunting for subsistence, rather than upon the fruits of the 
earth. 

The records of Holy Writ inform us, that in the time of 
Moses, iron was used for cutting instruments, and the furnaces 
and ores are mentioned. In Homer, this metal is alluded to, 
aa by no means common. A sphere of iron was among th^ 
prizes which Achilles offered at the celebration of the funeral 
rites of Tatroclus. None of the weapons of war, however, were 
at that time made of iron, they were a species of bronze, an 
alloy of copper and tin. 
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By the processes of fusion, puddling, and rolling, described 
in my last Lecture, ii*on is separated from the combination in 
which it exists in the ore, and is obtained in thcvsjrious states 
of cast or pig iron, and of forged, bar, or malleable iion. The 
characters of cast iron, by which it is most evidci-ily ditferent 
from bar iron, are its biiltleness, and fusiljilily ; circiin>stances 
dependent upon extraneous matters, which by chemical union 
with tilt* pure metal thus modify its chaiacters. These sub¬ 
stances are chiefly carbon, and the metallic bases of some of 
the earths, foiiniiig compounds which have hitherto been but 
little examined, but winch promise t«) become iinportant* 
Independent, however, of coinposiiiun, the mechanical struc¬ 
ture of difl'eient hinds of iron is extremely Naiious, a subject 
which has been very ingeniously investigated by Mr. T. Daniell, 
and of which he has given an account in the Journal of Science 
and the Arts. Thu?, gray cast iron, subrnillcd to dilute mu¬ 
riatic acid, seemed made up of numerous bundles of minute 
needles. Bar iron, which liad undergone ihe operation of 
puddling and rolling, ])rcsentcd fibies running paialUl to its 
length ; and indeed, if we tear bais of malleable iron asunder, 
W'e shall oUerve their fibrous texture. 

Steel a compound also of non and cai hor, general!) made 
by heating bar iron incontat t with charcoal; so far therefore 
it resembles cast iron ; but it doc? not ailonl siliceous earth, 
or maiuraneso on solutioii. The difl'eient kinds of steel < ontain 
very dilVercnl propoilions of caibon ; and it scorns ])rinripally 
to this eircumstauce, t h. t their different cpiuliUes are to be 
referred. But another cause of variation is refoiable to what 
is called tempering, and by this pioccss the hardness of steel 
is very curiously niodific d : when a steel in-trument is heated 
and plunged into water it bt-eomes very liaid, but likewise 
very brittle ; and as different cutting instruments recpiire very 
diflerent degrees of hardness, it becomes necessary again to 
soften them down to a proper point. Files are the hardest 
steel instruments used, and arc heated red hot and plunged 
into water. If a file be now again heated to a particular 
degree, it softens, or is temjiercd, and acquires a varying 
hardness at different thermomctrical points. If the steel in 
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this state be polished, we observe that its surface undergoes 
various changes of colour ; first it becomes pale yellow ; then 
bright yellow; then reddish brown; then bluci&h, and light 
blue, then full blue; and lastly purple and black. The cause 
of this change in the hardness of the sled is referable to 
change of tcxluje; and the great alferalion it sufTors has 
been rendered curiously evident by Mr. Danicll. A bar of 
steel was broken in two and healed red; one part suflered to 
cool spontaneously, the other quenched in water. The former 
was easily acted upon by muriatic acid, the latter with much 
greater diflicuKy. The former had a tibrous and wavy texture; 
the latter was like w'oiin-eaten wood, compact, and not 
striated. 

In noticing the singular xu’Opcrtios exhibited by ditferent 
kinds of steel and iron, Mr. llrantle mentioned the inode of 
imitating Damascus sword blades, and the maiiufarturc of 
stub iron. 

Tia is a metal, the mineralogicai history of which is 
extremely .simple, for there is only one ore, which is the 
nativr oih/c, or tin slonp» It is found crystallized in octoedra 
and in Ibtii-sided prisms, resulting from their elongation. It 
often prcsciit.s curiou.s muvlvSi or twin crystals. A ferruginous 
variety of oxide of tin forms the wood tin ore. Tliosc who 
are curious in regard to the history of this ore, 1 nuist refer 
to a valuable dissertation upon it by Mr. l*hillip>, in V^)l. II, of 
the Geol. Trans. 

Tin, geologically speoking, is an old metal ; its veins are 
cut by tliuse of copper. Cornwall may be considered as the 
richest tin district in the world. It traverses granite and 
slate, accompanied by quartz, &c. Soinetiincs immense massCvS 
of the ore have liecn raised, and it is curious that particular 
varieties of crystallisation belong to particular mines. Thus 
Penandrae near Redruth abounds in twin crystals ; Polgarth — 
IIucl Panny^ and other mines, are renowned for particular 
crystalline forms. The ores are reduced by siraidc ignition 
with charcoal. 

Pure tin approaches silver in appearance. Its specific 
gnivity is 7|9- It is malleable and melts at Fahrenheit, 
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There are two oxides of tin, the gray and the white. The 
former contains, 100 + 14 oxygen; the latter, 100 + 28. 
These oxides are soluble in fixed alkalies. Tin is not easily 
oxidized by air and moisture; hence tin plate, which is an 
alloy of iron and tin, is much more durable than iron. 

The two oxides combine with acids; the salts containing the 
protoxide have a strong attraction for oxygen ; and hence pre¬ 
cipitate many of the metals in a metallic state, or otherwise rob 
them of oxygen. Nitromuriate of tin is used by dyers of 
scarlet. 


Akt. XLIl. On the VmtUaiion of Covent Garden Theatre, 

On a former occasion (Vol. IV. p. 383) we adverted to the 
ingenious and effectual manner in which the ventilation of 
Covent Garden Theatre has been effected. At the desire of 
many of our readers, we applied to Mr. Harris for permission 
to examine the various contrivances, and to inquire into their 
efficacy, which was most liberally granted ; and we are indebted 
to the IMarquis de Chabannes, under whose directions the veii- 
tilation has been perfected, for the description and plates 
annexed. 

We have before stated, that tlie principle of ventilating and 
regulating the temperature of this large building depends upon 
the constant admission of fresh air into the low'or parts of the 
theatre, cold or warm, as the season requires, ivhile the heated 
and foul air is continually carried off by tubes connected with 
heated cylinders. The gas lights arc well contrived, so as to 
co-opeiatc in this ventilation, and thus, while the house is 
admirably lighted, the whole of the burned air is conducted 
away, and none of that closeness and suffocating sensation is 
perceived which common lamps are apt to produce, and which 
is more especially occasioned by ill-devised gas illumination. 

The following description of the plates will sufficiently ex¬ 
plain the most important parts of the apparatus by which the 
temperature of the building is regulated, and by which a 
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constant renovation of the air is effected. Tliose who are in¬ 
quisitive, will find thermometers in dilFcrent parts of the 
theatre, which amply demonstrate the cflicacy of the plan. 
In winter they are kept up at G0°, and in the warm weather 
seldom exceed the external temperature moife than a few de- 
grees, an advantage of which no oth<jr theatre can boast. 

Plate VI, represents a ground plan and section of Covent 
Garden Theatre. 

Description of the Ground Plan. 

a. The stage. 

b. The audience. 

c. A stove at the Bew-street entrance. It was necessary to 

give great power to this furnace, that from the warm 
air mixing with the external air admitted by the swing 
doors, the temperature of t!ie grand .slaireahC might be 
always maintained from 55 to CO degrees, whatever 
might be the cold on tlic outsule of the building. On 
the power of this furnace clcj^ends, in a gieat measure, 
the temperature of the corrulorcs. 

d. Shakspeares room. This being a waitirig room not only 

for the haU'-piiee visitors, but also for tlie jmblic in going 
out while waiting for their carriages, it was essential to 
place two stoves, as at f, which producing tliree times 
more lieat than a coimnun stove, might maintain the 
corridores at CO, independent of the furnace, wliich must 
cease to bo lighted when the thermometer is above 50 
out of doors, 

e. Piazza entrance. A furnace is j»laccd below this entrance, 

and the warm air is thrown out. at. each hide of the flight 
of steps, by which means the air, which enters the body 
of the house through the doins above, is always at from 
55 to CO tlegi ces. 

t\ Stoves in the lower saloon, and in the corridoro of tlie dress 

^ m 

circle on tb'* King’s .-^ido, as well as i/i tho ealooii and 
corridores above, nut seen in the plate, which diffusing 
a large quantity of warm air, arc of great benefit in pre* 
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venting any current of cold air between the boxes and 
corridores. They are more particularly required the days 
in which the furnace below is not lighted, in order to 
maintain a proper temperature in the corridores, by which, 
instead of feeling chilly in passing through them, one is, 
in every part, as comfortable as if in a moderate sized 
apartment. 

g. A furnace is placed underneath to warm this staircase, 

which leads to the j)rivatc boxes on this side of the 
house, and one issue of hot air is also thrown into tlu 
private staircase leading to his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent's box. The private box staircase on the other 
bide being on a much smaller scale, a stove has merely 
been placed below' to temper the air from the exterior. 

h. A very powerful furnace is erected under the pit entrance, 

and ilie warm air is thrown up in three places, which are 
not marked in the plate, being under the boxes. The 
most powerful heat is in the centre of the corridore round 
the pit, and at this cnirance outside the sv>ing doors 
which arc entirely ojicii to the external air, but for the 
pouerful heat issuing iniincdiatcly between the 1st and 
:2nd S'ving dcM)rs, the rush of air would be veiy dangerous. 
Thus the rush, which is admitted into the pit and body of 
the house by the centre *2nd swing door, is always at a 
temperate degree, and does awaiy witli the drauglxt which 
formerly U'^cd to be complained of by pei.-ons in the front 
of thc‘ ( \.as circle evciy time tlu'y were opened, and 
which woulil now be «luubly injurious from the very 
powerful ventilation. 'J'hc other hc.ats are at the side 
dtx>rs into the pit, and have tiic same ctfccL there, as well 
as preventing the cold from annoying j)crr' ^ seated in 
the front benches of the pit, by rushing to their legs and 
feet. It is furtlicr j)roper that the air in this corridore 
sltould be at GO dcfgrecs, as it is from hence principally 
that air is supplied to tl»e interior of the boxes—blaze 
openings communicate with the passage between the 
basket and dress circle immediately above, as at i, and 
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would be dangerous and unpleasant if the temperature of 
the coiTidore, from whence it is taken, was not kept at an 
equal degree to tliose above. 

i. Openings to admit fresh air in the corridore between the 
basket and dress circle, 

k. Two double wooden trunks, to supply fresh air to the first 

and second tier. 

l. Forty-four steam cylinders placed round the mazarine iloor 

underneath the stage, and supidied by a steam boilcj*. 
in. Corridorcs running between the dresaing rooms and stage, 
and wanned by tlm furnaces at each staircase entrance n. 
n Two staircases leading to the stage and all the upper dress¬ 
ing room?. Two povverful furnaces arc erected under¬ 
neath, and the warm air discharged immediately in the 
centre of each, preventing any cold air rushing to the 
stage, and warming all the communications to it. 

Description of the Section of Covent Garden Theatre. 

а. I'he stage. 

б. The audience. 

c Ventilating furnace erected in the lower gallery, of which 
a minute description is given in plate V5I. and which 
draws the vitiated air from the basket and different tiers 
of boxes by conductors d. 

d. Conductors for impure air from the different boxes to the 

recipient of the ventilating furnace. 

e. Third tube. A tube surrounding that which carrico off the 

smoke and air from the furnace, and by the heat of the 
inner tube causing a rarefaction, which draws off part of 
the air from the back of each gaUery, and discharges it 
through the cowl. 

/. Ventilation by heat from th*’; chandelier. 

^. Ventilation over tlie stage to carry off* any smell from ihe 
lampS) and all smoke made on the stage. 

h. Tube in which the power to effect the venlilation is placed, 

i. Machines for lowering drop scones. 
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k. Steam cylinders under the stage—each traversed by thirty 
pipes of air of two inches diameter each, and consequently 
spreading throughout an immense quantity of warm air. 

U Steam boiler 

m. Back of the stage. 

n. Fainting room. 

0. Pit. 

р. Dress circle. 

9 . 1 st circle. 

r. 2nd circle. 

s. Upper boxes and slips. 

t. Tubes communicating from the ventilators in the ceiling t(' 

the apparatus over the chandelier. 

u. Four sheet-iron boxes, in which the heat of the gas causes 

a rarefaction, which draws the air from the ventilaiors 
in the ceiling. 

w. Fresh aii^ at a proper temperature admitted from the pit 
corridore between the basket and dirss circle. 

X. Fresh air at a proper temperature amnittod by trunks on 
each side between the ceilings under the 1st and 2nd 
circles, and diffusing this renewal of air through the’ 
various openings under the feet for the purpose. 

y. Lower saloon. 

z. Upper saloon. 

DESCUIFTION OF PLATE VH. 

Patent Ventilaiiii:j Furnace^ erected in the Lf>v:er Gnih ry of 

Cooent Garden Theatre. 

Pig, I and 2. Side and Fiont Section of Furnace and Fire-place, 
a. Fire-place. 

h. Pyramid for supplying coal. 

с. Ash pit. 

d. Flame and smoke acting on the circumference of the air-pipe, 
c. Air pipes in immediate contact with the fire. 

/. Flue for smoke to pass off. 

g. Tube.s communicating with the different tiers of boxes. 
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and through which the impure air is drawn off by the 
power of the furnace. 

A, Air recipient under the furnaces, into which the conductors 
from the boxes lead, and communicating with the pipes 
of the furnace. 

/. Flue in which the air from the boxes passes off, and is aided 
in its asccrit by the licat in the smoke flue / which en- 
vHojJCs it. 

k. Soot doors at the side for clearing out tlic furnace. 

m. The outer tube commencing above the galleries, and car- 
rying off part of the iinpun* air from thence by the rare¬ 
faction caused by the heat of the smoke flue /’. 

/. Large iron cowl, moveable with the wind, in which the 
three tubes unite to carry off the air and smoke. 

fig. S- Crou'/id Plan. 

Fig. 4. «. One single pipe of proportionate dinicnsioii, leading 
to the recipient of the furnac<^ as proposed for other pur¬ 
poses of ventilation, in lieu of the various conductors. 

DLSCllIFTIOiV OF PLATK Vllf. 

Fig, 1. Section of the Fentilatiun performed by the htat of the Gas. 

a. Chandelier. 

h, Plate ir(ja tube carrying olf smoke and heat of gas. 

c. Tubes of plate iron communicating by four wooden trunks 

d. to the ventilators roii I the ceiling.—'i’he heat of the 
gas causing in them the ra«\ factioji which propels the 
air through the ventilators. 

e. Double case in wood, in which a trunk leading from the first 
gallery as at /, to the bottom of the same, draws the air 
from that part, and through the openingt round the lineal g. 

h. Large iron cowl, througlv wliieh the whole escapes. 
tig. Plan of the upper pari of the Tubes. 


Art. XIV. On the increasi/fg Populousnesb oj' England. 

T. II F. inquiry instituted and census taken in 1801 and 1611, 
presented results extraordinary as unexpected; showing an 
accelci’ated progress of increasing population in Great Britain, 
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at the close of the last century and beginning of the present; 
which was thought very unlikely to continue with like ra¬ 
pidity in future. 

The proportion of births to deaths had been estimated at 
11 to 10 , about the middle of the past century ;* and that 
estimate has not been deemed materially defective. In the 
latter part of the century (taking a period of twenty years) 
the proportion of registered baptisms to burials in all England 
and Wales, was found to be 13 to 10 ; and, on an average of 
the last five years of it, 137 to lOtl.'t' In the lirsl decade of 
the present age, the j)roportion cxhibiteil by the returns of 
parish-abstracts was I-IS to 100 ; and for tlic last live years 
of this decennial period, 151 to lOO.t 

As the registers of baptisms are known to be more defective 
than those of funerals ; among other leasons, because many 
dissenters from the established church bury tlieir dead in the 
parish cemetery* who have not their children baptised accord¬ 
ing to the riles of the Church ; and beeaxiso private baptisms 
are excluded from some of the rogi&ltrs,§ and tlie interment 
of still-born and unbaptised children is in others included; || 
it followed, that the excess of births above deaths, was still. 


• Dr. Short. jS'ew Ohs. ‘42 and 24. 

t In20 years (n«0 —IflOO) 5,011,890 haplismsjand 840,455 bu¬ 
rials; annual average, 250,715 to.]99,O^.S, or 131 : 100. 

in 6 last years (1796—1800) average 255,126 lo 186,000, or 
137 : 100. 

+ In 10 years (1801—1810) 2,878,906 bajil. 1,050,189 bur. oi 
148 ; 100. 

In 5 last years (1906—1810) average 297,000 to 196,000, or 
151:100. 

^ Pap. Abs. Pref. Ohs. 22 , 

H In the bills of mortality for London, abortive and still-born 
children are included in the burials, to Ibe number of about 600 
aonually j Price, Rev. Pnym. In 10 years (1801—1810) .54.37 ; MUne^ 
Ann. lu the 5 last years (1813—1817), .3551; or, on an average, 
710{ •liUU Moi't. The whole number of slilUborii must bo much 
greater; bciii^ in proportion of 5 lo 100 born alive ;/Ir. Clarli. 
The unbaptised are not fewer; for more die in the first fortnight, 
than are still-born; ib. but not all unciiristeucd. 
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greater than the abstracts of parish-registers exhibited. Ad¬ 
mitting a requisite but conjectural correction upon this 
ground> the proportion of births to deaths on a medium of 
the first ten years of the present century, lias been taken at 
j6 to 10;* a proportion considered to be quite extraordinary 
for a rich and well-peopled territory; showing a rate of in¬ 
crease, winch, as remarked concerning it, cannot be permanent; 
and w?>ich it would be unreasonable to expect should endure for 
any long continuance.f 

I'licrc seems reason however to believe, that the accelerated 
progress r)t increase, exhibited by the growing ratio of excess of 
births above <loaths to the whole population, has yet received no 
check ; and that the augmentation of the people is |jro( ceding 
with a rapidity as great in the second as in the first decade of 
the century. As this is a point of much moment in connection 
with many important considerations, the grounds of the opinion 
now stated will be given; and with as much brevity as the na¬ 
ture of the subject allows. 

'I'ho Hills of Rl(>rtality of London, annually published, exhibit 
ill the past century an excess of burials above baptisms pro¬ 
gressively diminishing, until nearly' equalized in the latior part 
of it: ilie average of the last five years showing the proportion 
of baptisms to lOO funerals.J Fr(>m the beginning of the pre¬ 
sent century, the registered baptisms have exceded the burials ; 
the ratio for the first five years being 108 to 100,§ and for ten 
ncaily the same; and the excess has increased in the present 
decade, the ratio being for the elapsed portion of it, 115 to 100, 
and for the last three years, II 9 to 100.[j 

* Add unc sixth lo the registered baptisms; and one-lwclfLh to 
the registered biirl'iis; Malihus, l*op. ii. 
f Maltlius. 

+ lufivcyrs.1781 —1705, Hap. St.ftIGHii. 0140:* y/r. i7Sfi3 : I888I 
Five jrs. 1790—1800, Hap. 98544 Hii. 95059 ./i'. 18709 : 19132 

!n five yis. ISO!—1805, Hap. 100553 Hu. 02850 .7r. 201 Ii : 1857 i 

Teiijrs. ISOl — ISlO, Bap, 199797 Bu. 185730 
H In 7 jrs. 1811 — 1817, Hap. 152871 Hu. 133287 Jr. 21839; 19041 

Three yrs. 1815—1817, Bap. 71121 Hu. 59844 2J708 : 19921 
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The Bills of Mortality are not supposed to be quite accurate. 
It appears from the parish abstracts returned under tbo popu¬ 
lation Acts, that in the last twenty years of the past century^the 
proportion of baptisms to burials was 92 to 100; but, accord¬ 
ing to the bills, 94 to 100 and in the first ten years of the pre¬ 
sent century, 111 to 100; but according to the bills, 108 to 
lOO.f Presuming, that the bills of raoilality will not prove to 
be now more inaccurate, compared with the abstracts to be re¬ 
turned fur a future census than heretofore, there appears to be 
sufficient evidence, that the excess of births above the deaths 
within the metropolis is in progress of increase. The town 
then is no longer a drain upon the country for maintaining 
the number of its inhabitants, which it upholds and even 
augments. 

Mar^lebonc, which is not included within the bills of mor¬ 
tality, is the most populous parish in Great Biitain. 'I'he 
number of its inhabitants, which was 639^2, aceo’^ding to the 
enumeration in 1801, and 7562^ according to that of 1811, in 
almost a twelfth part of the population of the metropolis, and 
125lh of that of England. It equals, or nearly does so, tlio 
Aggregate of other parishes contiguous to London, and com¬ 
prising a portion of the suburbs though not comprehended in the 
bills of mortality.! 

The regUtcred baptisms in this parish nearly equalled the bu¬ 
rials in the ten years from 17'8l lo 1790 » mid excccjled them 
in the next ten, 1791 1800; as also in the ten following, 

1801 to 1810; the propoilion being severally, 96 to 100; 110 


* Abstracts of Par. Keg. 1781—1800, Bap 394309 Bu. 4SS404 
Bills ofMorlality - - - Bap. 366191 Bu. 3S9491 

+ Abstracts of Par. Reg. 1801—1810, Bap. S10454 Bu. 188910 
Bills of Murlality - - - Bap. 199797 Bii. 185655 

' X Fanrras, Paddington, Kensington, and Chelsea, contained 
53982 inhabitants in 1801, and 80080 in 1811. To the five out 
parishes mentioned, Camberwell should be added} it contained 
7059 persons, in 1801, aiyl 11S09 in 1811. 
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to 100; and lOS to 100.* The excess of registered births above 
deaths is become }ct greater, being for the seven years which have 
since elapsed, 13S tu 100; and for the three 137 to lOO.f 

In the parish of Alurylebone, the burials ol’ poisons denomi¬ 
nated furuigtiCMs amount to rather mure than l63 annually; and 
if these were excluded, the excess of births above deaths would 
appear to be yet greater. 

One of the must populous parishes beyond the precincts of the 
metropolis is Hampstead. Reing a resort ol the sick on ac¬ 
count of the leputcd salubrity of the spot, many sojourners die 
and are intoned there; and the funerals, according to the 
abstracts returned for the census, continued to exceed the bap¬ 
tisms to the lale.^t pciiod of those returns (1810.) The popu¬ 
lation of the place was 4313 in ISOl, and 34S3 in ISll ; but 
the funcraU in the intermediate ten years weie 1377» and bap¬ 
tisms 11*24 All accc^sion of inhabitants leplaced the deficiency 
and augineiited the number in no Jess a ratio than as 5 to 4. 

Jn the last live years, the bapt.isms in this parish have been 
64(), and burials 6*42; or in the proportion of U)l to 100 nearly ; 
Instead of the foimer ratio 82 to JOO, on the medium of ten 
years.I 

As an ir.'-tance of n rural parish in the vicinity of the metro¬ 
polis, more tlian eight and less than tt»n nnlcs dislant from it, 
the palish ol Kdgeware has been taken, and upon no other 
ground of selection besides the accidental circumstance of faci¬ 
lity in consulting its register. 

'rhe proportion of biitlis to deaths lias in this parish increased 
from the latio of 123 : 100, which the average of ten years 


* In ten years, 1781—1790, Mapt. 1^325 Bur. 12871. 

1791 — 1800, Bapt. 17110 Bur. 14880. 

ISO! —1810, 18991 Bur. 17553. 

Printed Jcv. r<r. and di^b. of the rates of St. Muryfehone. 
+ l.iSCTcnycarslSll—1817, liapt. 574.S2 Bur. 126602490 1 1809 
Tliree years, 1813—1817,Bapt. 7977 Bur. .^089 .7r. 2659 :1696 
4. In ten years, IbOl—1810, Bap. 1124 IJu. 1377 

Five years, 1813—1817, Bap, 646 Bu. 642 Av. 129: 128 
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exhibited to that of 138 : 100^ on the medium of the seven 
subsequent years ; and 147 : 1^0 in the three last.* 

Considering that Marylebone, Hampstead, and Edgeware, are 
no unfair specimens of three classes of parishes in and near 
London, it is apparent from these instances, in concurrence with 
the bills of mortality, that within the metropolis and its imme¬ 
diate vicinity, the population of which is not less than a tenth of 
that of Great Brilt'iinj-f the number of inhabitants has continued 
to increase since the census of 1811 ; and at an accelerated rate. 
And, as the number of inhabitants of all Great Britain has hi¬ 
therto been found to increase faster than that of the metropolis, 
it seems fairly to be inferred us a probable result to be expected 
from the next census, that the population of all Groat Britain 
will appear to have been increasing to this time with yet greater 
rapidity than the results of the former census showed. 

To bring this conclnsioii to the test of a companion with in* 
formation collected from remote parts of the kingdom, would 
require more extensive research, than can well be undertaken by 
an individual. I'he registers of a few distant parishes liave been 
consulted ; and the results, as might be expected, are various. 
It is however conceived, that the continued rapid growth of the 
capital city does assuredly indicate a continuance of quick in¬ 
crease of populousness of the country in general. 

II. T. C. 


* In ten years, 1801—1810, JIap. Ill Bu. 9 

Sevenyears, V811—1817, Bap. 105 Rn. 76 15: 11 

Five years, 1813—1817, Bap. S7 Bii. 59 17: 12 

PopuHtion, 412 in IHOl ; and 543 in 1811. 
f The population of London and its neighbourhood, wilhiii eight 
niiicsaround the cathedral of SI. Paul's, was 1,2?0,000, according to 
the census of 1811 ; aiid that of all Circaf Britain, with the army 
and navy, was 12,596,803. Pop, Jha. Carrying the a iciiiagc to ten 
miles, the proportion is as stated. 
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Art. XV. Olnertatiom on the Geology of the if est India 
Islands, from Barbadoes to Santa Cntz, inclusive, Bj/ 
William Maclore. 

[From the Journal of the Academy of Natural Sciences at 

Philadelphia.] 

r.ingo of inlands may% in a g(*ological ptiint of view, he 
divided into two distinct parts, one t>f which, occupying the eas¬ 
tern side, consists of a stratification «ff tran'^ition of rocks, par¬ 
tially crovvned by secondary, and embraces the islands of Bar- 
badoesy Alariegalanle, Grandierre in CUradaloupe, Dcseada, 
Antigua, S. Ikutlndonicw, St. iVIartin, Anguilla and Santa Cruz; 
the other part, consisting- of \olcanic fojination^, with a few 
partial coveiings of sccinnlary, occupies the western side of the. 
range, li.clud'iig the (iienadinos, St. ^’incent, St. Lucia. Mar- 
c\nico, iJominica, Basseterre in Ciuadaloupe, TMon^erj-al, Nevis, 
St. Christopher, St. Ivislalia and Saba, where the volcanic for¬ 
mation appears to terminate. 

BaruadoiS. The northern, southern, and western sections of 
this island con-ist of rocks, formed of an a‘;gregate ofsliells and 
madicpore rock'», mixetl with diifeicni Kimls ol corals, being 
partly consolidated into a mass by ihe atliilion of tlie water, 
having the interstices filled by the pnrticlcs ihuL have been 
broken, and washed into them, hometinu s even losing the marks 
of their original formation ; and paiily porous and full of cavi¬ 
ties formed by the washing away of the shells and madrepores, 
and by the natural shelving of these rocks. This shell limestone 
is deposited in four or five hoiizontal strata, iLing gradually to 
the height of eighi luimlrcd feet towards thccentre of the island, 
and forming us many '^dateuiix as there are strata, resembling at 
a distant view, the stops of stairs. Thence to the eastward or 
windward is the district of Scotland, cotnposccl of strata of slate 
alternating with limestone, and an aggregate cemented with limf, 
in grnin.s of various sizes, and resembling much the diflerciit 
kinds of graywacke slate, dipping to th^ east, northerly, and 
running to the north, westcrlv; having every appearance of 
VoL. V. V 
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being die transition rock on which the madrepores and corals 
were formed. 

MariegaJante^ Grandtcrre in Guadaloupe, and Deseada, are 
all formed of the madrepore rock, in horizontal stiata, resem* 
bling the same formation in Haibadocs, the strata being elevated, 
one above another, and forming a plateau or table of land, at the 
summit of each, but not rising so high as in llarbadoes. Grand- 
teiTc in Guada!ou))e has this formation, exhibiting move the ap* 
pearance of undulations, with gentle ascents and declivities, con> 
taining some small streams and marshes, which would rather 
encourage the supposition that it rests on a volcanic basis, and 
is therefore mure liable to have its rocks deranged from their 
present natural horizontal position. 

Antigua. This island not having been visited by the writer, 
he must take its description from the specimens brought from it, 
by which it may be concluded, that it is similar, in some of its 
geological traits, to the island of Bavbadoes; having the same 
fdtmation of madrepore rocks, some of which contain silex 
in the form of agates, ^c; which are valued, as beautiful 
specimens, by the curious. A part of the island consists of a 
stratified rock, in the form of a green schist, crossing the island 
fioin north to south, in a zone of three or four miles width, af¬ 
fording the inhabitants a useful building stone. The southern 
side of the island is rugged and mountainous, and is described as 
being volcanic. 

St. Bartholomew. The formation throughout this inland is 
evidently stratified, though in great confusion, (tho word 
stratified is here used in contradistinction to volcanic) the 
strata running in a direction a little to the west of north, and dip- 
ping generally to the eastward, as far as could be ascertained 
from the disturbed and iiregular position of the broken rocks. 
These rocks are found to consist of three or four species of lime¬ 
stone, two Oif them containing shells; sonic aggregates, which 
are cemented with limestone, and present much the appearance 
of transition formation; several species of hornblend rock, 
a little crystalline; amigdaloid, containing small noduhs of 
calcareous spar and zeolite, which, when the stone is fresh 
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brokeDf are undistinguishabie from tlie mass, atid discover tlicir 
difference only when in a slate <'f <lccompo5ition ; a soft argil¬ 
laceous luas*^, witli spots of green, resembling the green earth of 
Verona ; poipbyry, with ciystals of quartz and feldspar, im¬ 
bedded) in a red urgillacctius b.isc, &c, all 'f them alternating 
ono wuh another occasionally, and as'^uoiin • the ajipe.ir.mco of 
a trun«>iuon Itomation. 15ut the various a'-pccts which these 
rocks pie-oni, and tin* diffeienl stages of decomposition in which 
they an fou id, and in whieli they difft-r naich irmii the rocks of 
a continent, or of noitlipiii climates, lender it extrenudy difli- 
cult to lieieiiiiinc which jiari may be secondary, and which 
transition. 

St. Martin and Anguilla are two small stratified islands, ou 
a line uiili St. IJarlhohrinew, and convicting of a similar for¬ 
mation. 

The island of St. Thomas may also be classed in tlus range. 
It is stratified, though in luucli confusion, and so deranged as to 
render it difficult to asceitain the genual diieciion, which ap¬ 
pears to belroin iu»rth-\vest to south-east, dipping easiorly. The 
rocks consist of a vaiiety r»f aggicgates, icsembling the transition, 
some of vvliicli when fresh, lia\e the appearance of hornblend 
rocks, but when beginning Uy deCi»mp<»se, the sig«gieg.4tc appears, 
with a low plates of a black cr\slallir.e rock like iioniblcml. I 
found a yellowish brown (juart/y aggrc^gaie, roseinbling a rock, 
ill the tiansition, at the Lehigh Falls in Pennsylvaiiin. 

Santa Cruz. This island, though iiicUiihMl in our first cUvi- 
bion, agrees rather with the direction of the vulcanic islands; it 
appears however, that the volcanic formiitiun ceases at Sabu, 
and that Santa Cruz is composed of madrcpoic rocks at the 
west, and on the ea^teni side, of rocks .similar to those of St. 
Thomas and Sc. llarlholomew. The west end and the middle 
of the island aic low, and covered with a shtdl limestone and 
madrepore rock. The foundation on which this roclv reposes is 
a stratum that retains water, and may be a compact limestone, as 
the bubcs of many of the little hills rest on solid limestone. The 
cast end is composed of different kinds of limestone, alternating 
with amygdaloid, hornblend rock and porphyry, like tlie rocks of 



314 Observations on the Geology of 

St. Bartholomew; it is likewise hilly and broken, being stratified 
in a direction nearly north and south. 

All the islands that have been described have a striking simi¬ 
larity both in their structure and the nature of their materials ; 
those that are partly or wholly covered with the horizontal shell 
limestone, or madrepore locks, are exactly the same; those 
paitly or wholly formed of stratified rocks, consist of rocks more 
than half of which arc limestone, or have considerable quantities 
of lime in them, and the remainder of the rocks ditfer very 
little, they have neatly the same dip and direction, have a strong 
characteristic mark of belonging to the transition class ; though 
from their deranged state, and the peculiar mode of their de¬ 
composition, they differ a little in their .appearance from the 
transition rocks of Europe, for the limestone is remarkably hard, 
dry, and brittle, breaking into sharp pieces, which sound like a 
bell, when struck with a hammer : this may perhaps be the ef¬ 
fect of the constant heat of the climate. The difi'erent appear¬ 
ance which these rocks assume, when in a state of decompesilion, 
from tliose of northern latitudes, may in part be attributed to 
the climate, and partly to the same cause which produced the 
great confusion in which they arc now found, particularly if that 
cause raised them from the bottom of the ocean, and exposed 
them to the influence of n perpetual sun. Hut this, like every 
cause which we cannot discover, must remain only proble¬ 
matical ; for nature has so many modes of operating, and we 
are as yet acquainted with so small a number of them, that 
our speculations beyond what we actually know, can at the best 
but reach to probable conjecture. 

The Grenadines. This group of islands is the commencement 
of the second or western range ; we sailed through them without 
stopping, so that their geological character must be taken from 
their general appearance, which was completely volcanic, having 
rocks rising perpendicularly out of the ocean, one of which is 
called, from its form, the organ rock, being composed of columns 
of basalt. The rocks are in general rugged, and so deranged, 
that their volcanic character could not be mistaken. 

St, Vincent, like all the other volcanic islands, is composed of 
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a mixture of lava and cinders, in all proportions. South of 
Kingston, there appears to be more solid and porous lava, and 
less cinders than at the north. The Bay of Kingston has the 
appearance of being the remains of an ancient crater, the beds 
of lava inclining irregularly from the centre, at a considerahle 
dip, as if they had been ejected from it. On every side, the 
rocks arc aggregates of various kinds of roasted stones, cemented 
with cinders, and small atoms of scoria; and though many of 
the rolled rocks ncitlier bear strong marks of fusion, nor re> 
semble much recent lavas, yet they all have a family feature, 
and must be considered of volcanic origin. A substance like 
hornblcnd, with feldspar imbedded in it, forms the principal part 
of these rocks, which vary in colour, from nearly black to grey, 
the feldspar being generally crystallized, and frerpienlly diapha* 
nous, passing through the porous or scorious rocks without indi¬ 
cations of having uinlergone much change. There arc two 
principal modes hy which the production of cinders or ashes 
may be accounted for ; they may be thrown from the crater of 
a volcano duiitig an eruption of lava, and in tiuit case they 
consist of small pieces of scoria, pumice, &c. and are placed in 
strata of various thicknesses and colours, as if deposited by 
water; or they may be ejected from volcanoes nearly exhausted 
mixed with water and rocks, formiiig- large beds or currents of 
an aggregate, which is in lime ccmi'iitcd, and wears the appear¬ 
ance of a bu'ccia. A third inode is, perhaps tlie eruption of 
lava into the sea, at the commencement of submarine volcanoes, 
when by means of the sudden cooling, the melted lava might 
crumble into small angular sand, and form hods of cinders. 
From Kingston to the north end of the island, the same alterna¬ 
tion of cinders and solid lava obtains, forming sleep piecipices 
and narrow vullies, llie wearing and excavation »)f which, by the 
mountain torrents, is facilitated by the prevalence of the cinders 
which increases ns you .ipproach the .Sou/Were, a name given in 
the West Indies, to spots wliich indicate ilie remains of a sub¬ 
siding volcano, and whcMicehot stilphuieons vupouis ate ejected 
through J'ume$olSf depositing sul pit nr, and roiivei ting thesunound- 
iiig aluminous rocks into alum-stone, as ut Soifaterra near Naples. 

The fumerols of this Soufriere are at present extinguished, 
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perhaps by the last invipiion of cinders in 1812, when the crater 
threw forth a mixture of water, rocks, and cinders in a state ap¬ 
proaching to ignition, resembling a current of la»?u ; burning the 
woods, and filling all the cimnneis of the little rivi-is ihat de¬ 
scend the mounl.iiii, and ri'*ing sometimes to the height of three 
or four hund>ed fii t 

This it niption consisted of a great quantity of angular sand, 
the broken inassts 4»f roasted and ^i^lif^ed rocks being mixed 
with looie aiiguhir jdeccs of ail sizes, brittle, and cninibling 
unuc*r the lianu'.er. 'fhese iini>edded nicks are, 1-t A rock 
reseinblitig a s; >ali and middling sized grained granite, roasted, 
with diapiianons feldspar. 2. A gray rock, in plates, like 
gneiss, but mu- h altered by tlie lire 3<1. A fe’nispar and 
hornblend rock, the feldspar crvotallized and thajjhanous, 
with tlie appciianre of having been roasted, dtli. A horn- 
blend rock, ciNsbiUinc, hiding a roasted apjicaranee. 5th. A 
dark cohmied rock, with a conchoidal, even, vitreous fiacfurc, 
containing crvstals of feldspar, some piece» so vitrious as to 
resemble piich-stono, a:.d porphyry running Ihrougli all the 
gradations t’reni a gray rock, scarcely vitiiiied, to a total vitri¬ 
fication, and thcrce to a porous scoria, not unlike pumice, 
with iransjMretit crjsfala of fcldspai-, taking a deeper tinge of 
black in jiropoition to the degree of vitrification, dth. A 
bluish ro(k with feldspar, and some black crystals, having all 
the appearance of compact lava. If one supposes t’aat vol¬ 
canic action tends to form large cavities under the places 
whence the lava, &c. issues, and tlut one, or more, of these 
cavities, where the combustible inutorials arc •exluiustod, be¬ 
comes filled with water, while other cavities, where those 
material', still remain, arc filled w'ith lava, &.c. it would appear 
only necessary to unite the contents of two such caverns to 
produce all the effects of an irruption of ciinlers. 

.S^. Lucia I passed, and only ob-crvc'd it from the sea. It 
luis the appearance of being rugged and steep, with few vallies, 
aud perhaps not the same proportion of cinders as the other 
islands. It has an extensive soufricre at the foot of two sharp 
conical hills. 
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Martinico. On the south side of the Bay of Port Royal, at 
Lainentine and Point De Bourg, there is a compact rock, 
dividing like trap, and decomposing into balls, which fall 
into a strong red clay, making an excellent soil; it rests upon 
a bed of cinders, and assumes in some places the form of 
basaltic columns. 

About Port Royal, and the hill to the north of it, there is a 
current of solid lava, which has formed the north side of the 
bay, decomposing into balls, and forming a strong soil. 

From Point Negro to St. Peter’s the coast consists principally 
of cinders, mixed with lava rocks. Under the fort at the 
south end of St. Peter's, and near the Botanic Garden on the 
north side, there appears a mass of tlie same rock aa occurs at 
Port Royal, approaching the hasultic form, and is full of 
vitreous crystals of feldspar. 

The region lying across the island from St. Peters to Hass* 
point, is composed, wholly to the summit of the land, of 
cinders and pumice, with vegetable earth lying between the 
beds of cinders, alternating two or three times. Descending 
to the windward part of the island, tlie cinders are found 
mixed with detached pieces of compact lava, and other rocks, 
with large blocks of pumice, till you come to (lie flat country, 
which is covered with cinders. It is natural to suppose that 
the greatest part of the liglit substances, such as cinders, 
pumice stones, &c. should go to leeward; yet in the irruption 
of St. Vincent, in 1812, very fine cinders fell on the decks of 
vessels three or four hundred miles to windward, supposed to 
have been carried l)y a counter current of air, in the upper 
regions of the atmosphere. 

Dominica is in general composed of cinders, with rolled and 
detached pieces of lava, pumice, Ac. diiseminated so as to form 
a kind of pudding stone, containing five times more of the 
cement than of the detached pieces. Where compact lava 
appears, it is in masses, seldom in currents, and generally 
covering the cinders. 

The soufricre is in the bottom of a bay, at the south end of 
the island, and has all the appearance of being the remains of 
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an ancient crater : it is extensive, and furnishes at times both 
sulphur and alum, the quantity of alum rocks bein^ consider¬ 
able. There are other Fmneroles in the interior of the island, 
which might furnish alum and sulphur. 

On the top of the mountain, as you cross the island, there 
is a lake, havirtg all the appearance of being an old crater, 
about whieli the quantity of loose stones is greater, and of 
cinders less, tluin on the coast. 

A bed of coral and madrepore limestone, with shells, lies 
hoiizontally on a bed of cinders, about two or three hundred 
feet above the level of the sea, at Rousseau, and is covered 
with cinders to a considerable licight. 

Basseterre in Guadaloupe. On landing at St. Rose, at the 
north end, tiie red clay oceurs as at Lainentine in Martinico, 
and is the result of the decomposition of the same compact 
blue basaltic rock, which appears to prevail over all the low 
country, lUviding Grandlerrc from Basseterre. This blue 
rock is placed on a bed of cinders, and takes the form of an 
iiTegular basalt. 

From St. Rose to Delahay, along the coast, tlie head lands 
appear of solid rocks, like currents of lava, separated by 
narrow sandy rallies, the sand being partly white and cal¬ 
careous, formed by the trituration of shells ; and partly black, 
ferruginous, and crystalline, from tlie decomposition of solid 
Java: this ferruginous sand is found in all volcanic countries, 
and frequently is a distinguishing characteristic of volcanic 
regions. At a head land, about one league north of Pigeon 
Island, called Mulendure, there occurs a current of red cinders, 
filled with small prisms of red stilbite, and having loose pieces 
of lava mixed, containing also the red stilbite; this makes 
the third locality where I found the red stilbite, two of them, 
viz. Vesuvius and this, are undoubtedly volcanic, the other, 
the valley of Falsa, in the Tirol, has been supposed to be of 
Neptunian origin by the Wernerians. Along the coast of 
Basseterre is found a mixture of cinders and lava, but more 
solid lava in currents, than in the other islands. 

About six leagues to the top of the cone^ where the crater 
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had been, and where the soufriere is now, 1 found a chasm 
or crack, in the mountain, which seemed to have been a 
crater, but which had been closed by some convulsion, 
where, by the removal of the middle, the sides had been 
impelled together with such force, as to break up the walls, 
and leave the whole in the greatest confusion. The fu- 
merols are on the side of this crack, without any accumu¬ 
lation of sulphur, or alum rock, for these substances fall 
into the crack as fast as they are formed. The scenery is 
cx.cecdingly rugged and wild ; the rocks broken in immensely 
large masses, and irregularly thrown about in every direction. 
At the northern extremity of this crack lies what is called the 
cave, whence there issued about fifteen or twenty years ago, 
a flood of water and stones, which ran down the valley, at 
present called the valley of Faujas, in the utmost disorder. I 
am inclined to think that water only came from the crack, 
and that it ran over the mountain, sweeping in its course all 
the small stones and cinders, leaving those that were too 
large to be moved. This irruption of water was cool, and 
without any apparent connection with heat, though it was 
most probably ejected by the force of some clastic fluid. 

Montserrat. I passed close to the leeward side of the island 
of Montsernit, but did not land. The south side had an 
appearance of being partly composed of solid rock, and the 
rest of the island might be supposed to be constituted of cin¬ 
ders mixed with loose rocks, as it consists of one mountain, 
the sides of which are furrowed by the rain, gently, and not 
in precipices, as would have been the case had there been 
many currents of solid lava, which circumstance, with the 
flatness of the coast, and the gradual ascent of the mountain, 
would seem to indicate a great proportion of cinders. 

Nevis consists of one mountain in the middle, a truncated 
cone, 1 suppose about 2000 ftet high ; and one small elevation 
to the south, called 8addIe>HiU, and another to the north 
called Round-Hill; the rest of the island is a gradual descent 
from these three hills to the sea. It is composed of large 
masses of rucks, and beds of cinders, gray, red, and black, of 
various degrees of solidity, from the pumice to the compact 
lava; the black crystals 1 take to be augite, or perhaps what 
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Werner calls the basaltic hornblend of the Cape de Gate in 
Spain, many of the rocks beings like those found at that place* 
The white or glassy 1 take to be feldspar, which, with a black 
substance resembling hornblend, constitutes a great proportion 
of the rocks of the volcanic islands in the West Indies. The 
nodules which are found occur more frequently in the centre 
of other rocks, they are of a small compact grain like green¬ 
stone, and not unlike those rounded pieces found in granite. 

About one mile and a half S. E. of Charleston, there is a 
soufricre almost extinct, which occupies about two or three 
acres of a level spot. One mile below, there is a hot spring, 
the water of which rises to 110 degrees of Fahrenheit, and is 
used as a medical bath ; and on the edge of the sea, about 
half a mile distant, the heat of the earth is sufficient to make 
the water buil. To the north of Charleston there are likev^ise 
soufrieres, and there can be little doubt that on all the islands, 
there have been a number of soufrieres which are now extinct 
and wasted away. 

St. ChrhiophcT. This island, near llassetcrre, consists ot 
beds of black) red, and giay cinders, varying in thickness from 
two inches to many feet, containing black and white crystals,, 
resembling those found in the last cinder eruption of St. 
Vincent. The sand on the bay of Bassetere is mostly of the 
black iron kind, with scarcely any of the broken shells or 
madre|>orc rock. Along the coast to Old-Koad, the formation 
is of cinders, with few detached rocks, and the same from 
Old-Road to Brimstone-Hill. 

Brimstone Hill is a stratification of madrepore limestone, con¬ 
taining shells, at an angle of upwards of 50 degrees from the hori¬ 
zon, reposing upon a bed of volcanic cinders, aiul partly covered 
by volcanic eruptions, making a line specimen of the alternation 
of the Neptunian and volcanic formation, which, for aught we 
know, may be repeated twenty or thirty times in the founda¬ 
tion of these islands, as every current of lava that runs into the 
aea is liable to be covered with corals, madrepores, &c, and 
afterwards recovered with lava, until it comes above the sur¬ 
face of the sea. 

On the south end, above Sandy Point, there is more pumice 



the fVest India Islands 


321 


stone, and at a point a little north there appear to be solid 
masses of compact rock, which look like currents of lava. 
From Sandy Point to Deep Bay, the rocks which occur are 
those mixed with cinders of a black colour, and full of glassy 
or transiparcnt crystals. 

St. Eustatia is formed of two hills that appear to have been 
both craters of volcanoes ; the western one is more ancient, and 
is hUed up with earth, &c.; the eastern one is higher, and 
appears to be more recent, the ciatcr being only partially filled. 
The space between these two hills is filled with cinders, form- 
inga plidn with a bay on each side; the one to the leeward is 
the harbour, on the edge of which stands the town. 

On tile south-eaat side of the large hill, towards St. Christo¬ 
pher, there is a stratilicatioii of madrepore limestone, alternat¬ 
ing with beds of shells, similar to those found at present in the 
sea. The whole oF this marine depositum dips to the south¬ 
west at an angle of upwards of 45 degrees from the horizon, 
resting upon a bed of cinders, full of pumice and other vol¬ 
canic rocks, and is immediately covered by a bed of madrepore, 
sand and cinders, mixed together, with blocks of volcanic 
rucks so disseminated that there can be no doubt of the vol¬ 
canic origin of the substance above and below tlm niapreporc 
rock, which may be from five to six hundred yards thick. Part 
of this madrepore rock is changed into silex, having the jiart 
that surrounded the animal converted into chalcedony. A 
coDsidciable quantity of gypsum is found near the same 
place, in a crystalline state. 

Saba. This little island seems to finish the volcanic forma¬ 
tion, and consists of one mountain, rather rougher and more 
rugged than St. Eustatia, but apparently of nearly the same 
kind of rocks. 

The foregoing description of the volcanic islands may per¬ 
haps authorize the following general remarks. 

1st. That there is a great similarity in the substances ejected, 
which are marked by a family feature running through all the 
rocks, cinders, Ac. of the different islands; and it is to be 
observed that the proportion of cinders, pumice, and other 
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light substances, is much greater than of the solid lavas, 
which are but thinly scattered; also that the cinders are 
always the lowest stratum on a level with the sea; and the 
masses of solid lava^ near that level, repose on a bed of cinders, 
in every place where 1 had access to them. 

2d. The madrepore and coral rocks, mixed with shells, 
partly similar to those found at present in the sea, are found 
in many places alternating with the cinders, and other vol* 
canic rocks, presenting much the appearance of the whole 
having been ejected from the bottom of the ocean. 

3d. I'lie direction of the islands, running from north to 
south, a little easterly, corresponds with the direction of the 
'strata of those stratllied islands, lying to the eastward : such 
as Barbadoes, St. Bartholomew, &c. which should seem to 
support the supposition, that the scat of combustion occupies a 
stratified substance, running parallel to the general stratidca- 
tion of the surrounding rocks. 

4th. In all the islands there arc one or more soufrieres, all 
of which form alum rocks, and deposit su1])hur, proving that 
sulphur is one of the ingredients that sup])ort the combustion, 
and perhaps giving strength to the supposition, that whatever* 
may have beenthe original caui^cof the combustion, that cause 
is uniform, and the same througli all (he islands. 

5th. In the late eruption of cinders, there was a great 
quantity of stoncia thrown out, exhibiting no appearance of 
having ever been in a state of fusion, but only roasted by a 
considerable heat; most of these rocks have every appearance 
of belonging to tlie primitive class, by their crystalline struc¬ 
ture, and the position of their component parts: from which 
it would appear reasonable that the following conjectures may 
be hazarded. 

1st. That the islands were probably thrown up from the 
bottom of the ocean. 

2d. That the seat of combustion is more probably in a sub¬ 
stance stratified, and that sulphur is one of the combustible 
ingredients. 

That the substance so stratified is most probably 
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primitive, and that consequently the combustion is in the 
primitive region covered by the transition, which forms the 
islands of the eastern group. 


Art. XVI. On the original Formation of the Arabic 

Digits, 

Admitting the probability of (he conjectures of the author 
of the third article in No. II, respecting the original formation 
of the Arabic digits, 1, % 3, 4, 5, G, 8, O. founded on the 
data there j)remisc'd, may we not suppose it more likely that 
the Arabians w’ould have formed the remaining digits, from 
different compounds of the interior numbers, rather than that 
they would have gone asiile (according to the hypothesis of the 
author of Art, IS, No. Ill) and liavc liad recourse to the (Ireeks 
for the formation of 7» and 9, or liave substituted the (.ircek 
figures for their own, on account of the supposed awkward¬ 
ness of their coinpositon ? For as the conjectures of the 
author of Art. 3, respecting the foi*mation of 2, 3, 4, 5, G, and 
8, cannot but be admitted as very ingenious, and the remaining 
two digits may be formed after a siinilar manner, is ‘.c not 
much more reasonable to a.sume, that they •.\crc all formed 
after the same method? otherwise wo art. left institute the 
enquiry, on what sufficient grounds the Araldans should have 
borrowed from the Greeks llie formation of those two digits, 
when they could have formed them themselves with as much 
case as thc^ had formed any of the otlicis. 

Having been but lately become acquainted v. ith the Journal 
of Science, Sjc, after the perusal of Ait. 3, No. 11, and Art. IS, 
No. HI, it occurred to me, that tlic following would be the ori¬ 
ginal formation of the digits in question, 7, and 0, ioilowing 
the plan proposed in Art. 3. 

Y, is first a perpendicular I, wliich with a straight 


making a right angle with this perpendicular, becomes | 


and with the addition of a line parallel to the first line is 
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and this hurried and rounded in writing, is at length 7; it 
being much easier to write a line inclined /, than a perpendi¬ 
cular line I, 

9* is hrst a squaren, which, by producing the side on the 

right band, becomes n , and this finally, when rounded, be¬ 
comes 9* ■ 

May 15, 1818. 


Art. XVIL History of Dr, Brewster's KahidoscopCy with 
iZemarA's on its supposed resemblance io other combina¬ 
tions of plain Mirrors. 

.A.S this instrument has excited great attention, both in this 
country and on the Continent, we have no doubt that our 
readers will take some interest in the history of the inven¬ 
tion. In the year 1814, when Dr. lirewster was engaged 
in experiments on the polarisation of light by successive re¬ 
flexions between plates of glass, which were publislied in the 
Philosophical Transactions for 1815, and honoured by the 
Royal Society of London with the Copley Medal, the reflectors 
were in some cases inclined tu each other, and he had occasion 
to remark the circular arrangement of the images of a candle 
round a centre, or the multiplication of the sectors formed by 
the extremities of the glass plates. In repeating, at a subsequent 
period, the experiments of M. Biot on the action of fluids upon 
light. Dr. B. placed the fluids in a trough formed by two 
plates of glass cemented together at an angle. 'J'hc eye being 
necessarily placed at one end, some of the cement whicli had 
been pressed through between the plates, appeared to be ar¬ 
ranged into a reguUr figure. The symmetry of this figure 
being very remarkable, Dr. B. set himself tu investigate the 
cause of the phenomenon, and in doing this he discovered the 
leading principles of the kaleidoscope. He found that in 
order to produce perfectly beautiful and symmetrlcal^rms, 
three conditions were necessary. 
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1. That the reflectors should be placed at an angle* which 
was an even or an odd aliquot part of a circle, when the object 
was regular; or the even aliquot part of a circle when the 
object was irregular. 

6. That out of an infinite number of positions for the object 
both within and without the reflectors, there was only one po¬ 
sition where perfect symmetry could be obtained, namely, by 
placing the object in contact with the ends of the refitctors, 

3. That out of an infinite number of positions of the eye, 
there was only one where the symmetry was jierfcct, namely, 
as near as possible to the angular point, so that the circular 
field could be distinctly seen ; and that this point was the only 
one out of an infinite number at which the uniformity of the 
light of the circular field was a maxiiimni. 

Upon these principles I r. B. constructed an instrument 
in which he fixed permattcntli/ acrof-s the ends of the reflectors, 
pieces of coloured glass, and other irregular objects, and he 
shewed the instrument in this stale to some Members of the 
Uoyal Society of I'Minburgh, who were much struck with the 
beauty of its effects. In this ca-se, however, the forms were 
nearly permanent, and a slight vaiiatiun was produced by 
varying the position of the instrument, uith rcf-pect to the 
ligiit. The great step however, towards the completion of 
the instrument, remained yet to be made, and it was not till 
some time afterwards, that the idea occurred to Ur, B. o/ 
giving motion to objects, such as pieces of cotoured glass, &c, which 
were either fixed or placed loosely in a cell at the end of the in¬ 
strument. AVhen this idea was carried into execution* the 
kaleidoscope in its simple form was coinplcttd. 

' In this state, however, the kaleidoscope could not be consi¬ 
dered as a general philosophical instrument of universal ap¬ 
plication ; for it was incapable of producing beautiful fonns, 
unless the object was nearly in perfect contact with the end of 
the reflectors. 

The next, end by far the most important step of the inven¬ 
tion, was therefore to remove this limitation by employing a 
draw tube and lens* by means of which beautiful fbrms could 
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contain merely the lualhematical calculation of their number 
and arrangement. The cffeH$ produced fty the kaleidoscope were 
never in my contemplation. My attunlion Las for some years 
been turned to other subjeetja, and T regret that I have not 
time to read your Optical Treatise, tvhich I am sure would 
give me great pleasure. 1 am, Sir, your obedient humble 
servant, J. Wood.” 

The next supposed anticipation of the kaleidoscope was an 
instrument proposed by Mr. Bradley in 1717. This instru¬ 
ment consists of two large pieces of silvered lookIng-gls*s^, 
fee inches wide and four inches hi^h, jointed together with 
hinges, and opening like a book. These [dates being set upon 
a geometrical drawing, and the eye bci))g placed in front of 
the mirrors, the lines of the drawing were seen multiplied by 
repeated reflections. This instrument was described long before 
by Kircher, and did not receive a single improvement from 
the hands of Bradley. It has been often made by the opti¬ 
cians, and was principally used for multiplying the human 
face, when placed between the mirrors ; but no person ever 
thought of applying it to any purpose of utility, or of using 
it as an instrument of rational amusement, by the creation of 
beautiful forms. From the very construction of the instru¬ 
ment indeed, it is quite incapable of producing any of the sin¬ 
gular efiects exhibited by the kaleidoscope. It gives, indeed, 
a series of reflected images arranged round a centre ; but so 
does a pair of looking-glasses placed angularly in an apart¬ 
ment, and so do the pieces of mirror glass with which jewel-* 
lers multiply the wares exhibited at their windows. It mi^ht 
therefore be as giavely maintained, that any of these com¬ 
binations of mirrors was a kaleidoscope, as that Bradley's pair 
of plates was an anticipation of that instrument. As the s** 
milarity between the two has been maintained by ignorant 
and interested individuals, we shall be at some pains to explain 
to the reader the diflercnccs between these two instruments ; 
and we shall do this, first, upon the supposition that the two 
instruments are a]>plied to geometric lines upon paper. 
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\. In Bradley*s instrument, 
the length is less than the 
breadth uf the plates. 

2 . llmdleysinstrumentcan* 
not be used with a tube. 

3. In Bradley’s iustrument, 
from the erroiirous position of 
the eye, there is' a great in- 
equal’ty ot light in the sectors, 
and the last sectors arc scarcely 
> Bible. 

4. Ill Bradley's instrument, 
the figure consists of elliptical, 
and consequently unequal sec¬ 
tors. 

h. In Bradley's instrument, 
the unequal sectors donol unite, 
but are all separated from one 
another by a space equal to the 
thickness of the mirror glass. 

6 . In Bradley's instrument, 
the images reflected from the 
fijst surface interfere with those 
reflecteu from the second, and 
piXKluce a confusion and over¬ 
lapping of iiriagcs entirely in¬ 
consistent with syinmcUy. 

7. In Bradley’s instruuicnt, 
the defects in the junction of 
the plates are all rendered vi¬ 
sible by the cnoucous position 
of the c\c. 


1. In the kaleidoscope, the 
length of the ])l!ites must be 
four, or five, or six times their 
breadth. 

^ The kaleidoscope, cannot 
be used without a tube. 

3. In the kaUidoscope, the 
eye is placed t'o that the uni¬ 
formity of light is a maxinnim, 
and the last sectors arc dis¬ 
tinctly visible. 

4. In the kalcidoscopr, all 
the sectors are equal, and com¬ 
pose a fierfect circle, and the 
picture is perfectly symmetrl* 
cal. 

5. In (he kaleido'cope, the 
equ.al sectors all unite into a 
complete and perfectly sym¬ 
metrical iiguTe. 

6 . In the kaleidoscope, the 
fecondary reflections aie en¬ 
tirely removed, and therefore 
no confusion takes place. 


7. In the kaleidoscope, the 
eye is placed so that these 
defects of junction are invi¬ 
sible. 


The reader will observe, that in this comparison the two 
instruments are supposed to be applied to geometric lines upon 
paper, and that this was the only purpose to which Bradley ever 
thought of applying his mirrors; yet the kaleidoscope is in 
CVC 17 respect a superior instrument, even for that inferior ^ 
purpose, and gives true symmetrical forms, which the other 
instrument is incapable of doing. 

In the comparison which has now been made, wc have 
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degraded the kaleidoscope, by contrasting its effects with those 
which Bradley’s instrument is capable of producing, for these 
effects are not worth the looking at. When we attempt to 
employ Bradley's instrument to produce the effects which have 
been so much admired in the kaleidoscope, nanaely, to produce 
beautiful forms from transparent or opaque coloured objects 
contained in^a coll, and at the end of the reflectors, it fails so 
entirely, that no person has succeeded in the attempt. It is 
indeed quite impossible to produce by it the beautiful and sym¬ 
metrical forms which the kaleidoscope displays. Had this been 
possible, Dr, Brewster's ])atent might have been invaded with 
impunity by every person who chose to manuflicturc Bradley's 
instrument; but this was never tried,* and for the best of all 
reasons, because nobody would have purchased it. 

We trust, that no person who wishes to judge of this sub¬ 
ject with candour, will fljrm an opinion without having actually 
seen and used the instrument proposed by Bradley. Let any 
person take Bradley’s plates, and, having set them at an angle 
of 30® or 22|®, place them upon a cell containing fragments of 
coloured glass, he will infallibly And that he cannot produce a 
picture of any symmetry or beauty. The disunion of the 
sectors, the darkness of the last reflections, and the enormous 
deviation from symmetry, towards the centre of the flgure, will 
convince him, if he required conviction, that the instrument is 
entirely useless as a kaleidoscope. To those, however, who arc 
not capable, either for want of knowledge, or want of time, to 
make such a comparison, we may present the opinion of three 
of the most eminent natural philosophers of the present day. 


* la illustration of this argument, we may state the following 
fact. Mr. Carpenter of Birmingham, being anxious to evade Dr. 
Brewster’s patent, at a time when the manufacture of the patent 
kaleidoscope was iii the hands of another person, attempted to 
construct instruments in imitation of Bradley's. After exercising 
his ingenuity for some time, he abandoned the attempt as im¬ 
practicable, and set off for Scotland for the purpose of offering 
his services in manufacturing the patent instrument. 
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viz. the celebrated Mr. Watt, Professor Plajfair, and Professor 
Pictet. 

“ It has been said here,” says Mr. Watt, “ that you took 
the idea of the kaleidoscope from an old book on gardening. 
My friend, the Uev. Mr. Corrie, has procured me a siglit of 
the book. It is Bradley's Improvements of Planting and 
Gardening. London, 1731, part 2d. chap. 1st. It consists of 
two pieces of looking glass of equal bigness, of the ligure of 
a long square, five inches long and four inches high, hinged 
together, upon one of the narrow sides, so as to open and 
shut like the leaves of a book, which, being set upon their 
edges upon a drawing, will shew it multiplied by repeated 
reflections. This inslrumcnt J have seen in my father's 
possession 70 years ago, and frequently since, but what has 
become of it 1 know not. In my opinion, the application of 
the principle is very different from that of your kaleidoscope.** 

'J’he f<dIovving is Professor Playfair’s oxnnion: 

F.in,nhuT>^h^ llt/i May, 1818 . 

** I have examined the kaleidoscope invented by 0r. 
Brewster, and compared it with the description of an instru¬ 
ment which it has been said to resemble, constructed by 
Bradley in I717« I have also compared its effect with an ex¬ 
periment to which it may bo thought to have some analogy, 
described by Mr, Wood in his Optics, Prop. 13 and 14. 

From both these contrivances, and from every optical in¬ 
strument with which 1 am acquainted, the kaleidoscope appears 
to differ essentially both in its effect and in the principles of 
its construction. 

“ As to the effect, the thing produced by the kaleidoscope 
is ^ scries of figures presented with the most perfect symmetry, 
so as always to compose a whole, in which nothing is wanting 
and nothing redundant. It matters not what the object be to 
which the instrument is directed, if it only be in its proper, 
place the effect just described is sure to take place, and with 
an endless variety. In this respect, the kaleidoscope appears 
to be quite singular among optical instruments. Neither the 
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in&tmroent of Bradley, nor the experiment or theorem in 
Wood's book, have any resemblance to this; they go no fur¬ 
ther than the multiplication of the figure. 

** Next, as to the principle of construction. Dr. Brewster's 
instrument requires a particular position of the eye of the ot- 
server, and of the object looked at, in order to its effect. If 
either of these is wanting, the synxmctry vanishes, and the 
figures are irregular and disunited. In the otlier two coses, 
no particular position, either for the eye or the object, is 
required. 

** For these reasons, Dr. Brewster's invention seems to me 
quite unlike the other two. Indeed, as far as I know, it is 
qtiite singular among optical instrumenU; and it will be 
matter of sincere regret, if any imaginary or vague analogy, 
between it and other optical instruments, should be the means 
of depriving the Doctor of any part of thcrewaid to which his 
skill, ingenuity, and ])ersevcrance, entitle hin) so well. 

John Playfair, 

Professor of Natural Philosophy in 
ike University of Edinburgh. 

** P.S.—Granting that there were a i csemhlancc between the 
kaleido&co];e and Bradley's instruments, in any of the parti¬ 
culars mentioned above, the introduction of coloured and 
moveable objects, at the end of the reflectors, is quite peculiar 
to Dr. Brewster’s instiumcnt. Beside this, a circumstance 
highly deserving of attention, is the use of two lenses and a 
draw tube, so that the action of the kaleidoscope is extended 
to objects of all sizes, and at all distances from the observer, 
and united, by that means, to the advantages of the telescope. 

J. P.’ 

Professor Pictet’s opinion is stated in the following letter: 

“ Sir, 

** Among your friends, I have not been one of the least 
painfully affected by the shameful invasion of your rights as 
an inventor, which 1 have been a witness of lately in London, 
Not only none of the allegations of the invaders of your patent, 
grounded on a pretended similarity between your kaleidoscope 
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nad Bradley's instrument, or such as Wood’s or Harris' theories 
might have suggested, appear t*) me to have any real founda¬ 
tion; but, J can aiHim, that neither in any of the French, 
German, or Italian autliorSi who, to niy knowledge, have treated 
of optics, nor in Professor Charles'justly celebrated and most 
complete collection of optical instruments at Paris, have 1 
read or seen any thing resembling your ingenious apparatus, 
which from its numberless applications, and the pleasure it 
afibriis, and will continue to afford, to millions of beholders of 
its matchless effect**, may be ranked among the most happy 
inventions science ever presented to the lovers of rational en- 
joymeut. 

M. A. Pictet, 

Projessor of Natural Philosophy in 
the Academy of Geneva*' 

To Dr. Brewster, 

The propositions in Harris’ Optics relate, like Professor 
Weed’s, merely to the multiplication and circular arrangement 
of the apertures or sectors formed by the inclined mirrow, and 
to the progress of arjy of light reflected between two inclined 
or parallel mirrors ; and no allusion whatever is made, in the 
propositions themselves, to any instrument. In the proposi¬ 
tion respecting the multiplication of the sectors, the eye of 
the observer is never once mentioned, and the proposition is 
true if the eye has an infinite number of positions ; whereas, 
in the kaleidoscope, the eye can only have one position. In 
the other proposition, (Proj). XVII.) respecting the jirogress 
uf the rays, the eye and the object are actually stated to be 
placed between the reflectors; and even if the eye had been 
placed without the reflectors, as in the kaleidoscope, the position 
assigned it, at a great distance from the angular point, is a 
demonstration that Harris was entirehj ignorant of the positions 
of sijmmciry either for the object or the eye, and could not have 
combined two reflectors so as to form a kaleidoscojje for pro¬ 
ducing beautiful or symmetrical forms. The only practical part 
of Harris' propositions is the 5th and 6th scholia to Prop. XVII. 
In Ibe 5tU scholium he proposes a sort of catciptvic box or 
cistula, known long before bis time, composed of four mirrors, 
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arranged in a most unscientific manner, and containing opaque 
objects heticeen the specuhims, “ Whatever they are,” says he, 
when speaking of the objects, *' the upright figures between 
the spcculums should be slender, and not tf>o many in number, 
other^vise they will loo much obstruct *the rejlected ratjs from 
to the eye." This shews in a most decisive manner, that 
Tiariis knew nothing f»f the kaleidoscope, and that he has not 
even improved the common catoptric cistula, which had been 
known long before. The principle of inversion, ar-fi the posi¬ 
tions of symmetry, were entirely unknown lo him. In the 
6’th scholium, lie speaks of rooms lined with looking-glasses, 
and of luminous ainohitlieatres, whicii, as the Editor of the 
Ijiterary Journal observes, have been described and figured by 
all the old writers on optics.* 

Tlie |)crsons who have pretended to compare Dr. Brewster’s 
kaleidoscope wilh the combinations of plain mirrors described 
by preceding autliurs, have not only been utterly unaccpiainted 
with the principles of optics but l.ave not been at the trouble 
either of lunieistanding the principles on whicli the patent 
1: dciiioscopc io con.«stnicted, or of examining the construction 
of the iustruinent Itself. Because it contains two plain mirrors,. 
t|;ey Inier that it must be the same as every other iiisiinimcnt 
t'nat contain.’) two plain minors, and hence the same persons 
would, by a similar process of reasoning, luivc concluded tliat 
a telescope is a inicroseopc, or*1hat a pair of spectacles, witli 
;i double lens li tiie same us a telescope or a microscope, bc- 
»ausc all thcbC instiuinents contain two lenses. An astrono- 
Jiuinical tclesf'ope difiers from a compound mipro.scope only iu 
having tbc lenses placed at different distances, 'flic progress 
of Ibe rays is exactly Ihe same in boih tliese in-trumenfs, and 
the effect in both is produced by the enlargement of the angle 
subtended by the object. Yet surely there is no person so 


* The reader is requested Lo examine carefully the propositions 
in Harris* Optics, which lie will find reprinted in the Literary 
Journal, No. 10. lie will then be convinced, that Harris placed 
botli tbe eye and the object between the iiiirrurS) an arrangeiueiit. 
which was known 100 years before his lime. 
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^senseless tis to deny that he who first combined two lenses in 
such a manner as to discover the mountains of the moon, the 
satelJitcs of Jupiter and Saturn, and all the wonders of the 
system of ttie universe, was the author of an original invention. 
He who prmlucrs effects which were never produced before, 
even by means vvhich have been long known, is unquestionably 
an original inventor; and upon this principle alone can thof 
telescope be considered as an invention different from the 
microscope. In the case of the kaleidoscope, the originality 
of the invention is far more striking. Every person admits 
that effects are produced by Dr. Brewster's instrument, of 
which no conception could have been previously formed. 

All those who saw it, acknowledged that they had never 
seen any thing resembling it before; and those very persons 
who had been possessors of Bradley’s instrument, who had read 
IIanir>*s Optics, and who had used other combinations of plain 
niiiTors, never supposed for a moment, that the pleasure which 
they derived from the kaleidoscope had any relation to the 
cflccts described by these authors. 

No proof of the originality of the kaleidoscope could be 
stronger than the sensation which it created in London and 
I'aris. In the memory of man, no invention, and no work, 
wiiethcr addressed to ihc imagination or to the understanding, 
cA'cr produced such an effect. A universal mania for the 
iiihtruincnt scizcil all classes, from the lowest to the highest, 
from the. most ignorant to the most learned, and every person 
r.r.t only felt, but expressed the feeling, that a new pleasure 
had been adde{l to lh(*jr existence. 

if such an instrument had ever been known before, a similar 
. nsation must have been excited, and it would not have been 
(o llie ingenuity of the half learned and the half honest to 
.oarch for the skeleton of the invention among the rubbish of 
(he i6th and 17 th centuries. 

The individuals who have been most eager in this search, did ^ 
not, perhaps, calculate the degree of mischief which they have 
done to those who have been led, upon their authority, to en» 
u])on the rights of others, and thus subject themselves to 
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very serions consequences. The delay which has taken place 
in commencing legal proceedings, has not arisen from any doubt 
of the complete originality of the kaleidoscope, and of the defeu- 
sibility of the patent. As soon as the patentee has maJe himself 
acquainted with the circumstance of the individuals who have 
invaded his patent, with the channels through which they have 
exported their instruments, and with (he amount of the damage 
which they have done, he will seek for that redress which the 
law never fails to afford in cases of notorious and unprovoked 
piracy. AVe arc well assured, that it never was the intention or 
the wish of Dr. Brewster to interfere with the operations of those 
poor individuals who have gained a li>eliliood fiom the manu¬ 
facture of kaleidoscopes. We know that it will always be a 
source, of no inconsiderable gratification to him, that he has 
given employment to thousands of persons, whom the pressure 
of the times had driven into indigence ; and even if a decision in 
favour of his p.<tent were given, he would never think of enforcing 
it, excepting against that class of opulent pi^ate^ wlio had been 
actuated by no other motive but the exorbitant love of gain, in 
wantonly encroaching upon the property of anolher. 

The patent kaleidoscopes are now made in London, under 
Dr. Brewster’s sanction, by Messrs. P. and. G. Doliond, W. and 
S. Jones, Mr. R. B. Bate, Messrs. Thomas Harris and Son, Mr. 
Bancks, Mr. Bergc, Mr. Thomas Jones, Mr. Blunt, Mr. 
Schmalcalder, Messrs. Watkins and Hill, and Mr. Smith. An 
account of the different forms in which these ingenious opticians 
have fitted up the kaleidoscope, and of the new contrivances by 
which they have given it additional value, will be given in Dr. 
Brewstei’s Treatise on the Kaleidoscope, now in the press. The 
public will sec, from the examination of these instruments, how 
much they have been imposed upon by spurious imitations, sold 
at the most exorbitant prices, and made by individuals entirely 
ignorant, not only of the principles and constiuction of the iii- 
strumeat, but of the method of using it. 
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Art. XVIII. An Account of the New Alkali lately disco- 

xered in Sweden» 

Th e discovery made by M. Arfwedson of a new alkali, and 
announced in the last Number of the Journal, has been 
abundantly confirmed by the researches of other chemists- 
Its importance lias drawn the attention of the whole chemical 
world, and much new information relative to its nature and 
its sources, has since been added, which we shall endeavour to 
comprise in the following account of this body. 

Lithia (the name given to the new alkali) was first found 
in the petr.lite, a mineral from the mine of Utwn in Sweden. 
It may be obtained very readily by fusing the mineral with 
potash, dissolving the whole in muriatic acid, evaporating 
to dryne^df and digesting in alcohol: the muriate of lithia being 
v^^ry aobmlc in that fiuid, is taken up, whilst the other salts 
remain, and by a second evaporation and solution, is obtained 
perfectly pure. 

The muriate is itself a very characteristic salt of the alkali. 
It may easily be decomposed by carbonate of silver, and the 
carbonate treated with lime yields pure lithia. 

The exact quantity of lithia in the petalite is doubtful, but 
it cannot contain much more than five ])cr cent. A more 
abiinda,nt source has however been found in the Triphanc or 
Spodumene, which according to M. Arfwedson, who also first 
pointed out in it the existence of lithia, contains eight per 
cent, of the new alkali. The same chemist has likewise as¬ 
certained its existence in another mineral from Utoen which is 
called crystallised lepidolitc in the proportion of four per cent. 

The pure alkali is very soluble in water, has a very acrid 
caustic taste, like the other fixed alkalies, and acts powerfully 
on blue vegetable colours. When heated on platinum, it acts 
on it. It has a strong affinity for acids, and a very high neu¬ 
tralising power, even surpassing that of magnesia. Its solu¬ 
tion precipitates the earthy and metallic salts, nearly as 6olu4 
tions of the other alkalies do. 

placed in the Voltaic circuit. Sir II. Davy shewed that it 
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was decomposed with the same phenomena as the other al¬ 
kalies* A portion of its carbonate being fused in a platinum 
capsule, the platinum was rendered positive and a negative 
wire brought to the upper surface. The alkali decomposed 
with bright scintillations, and the reduced metal being sepa¬ 
rated, afterwards burnt. The small particles which remaiped 
a few moments before tljey were reconverted into alkali, 
and allowed a short examination, were of a white colour, and 
very similar to sodium- A globule of quicksilver made nega¬ 
tive, and brought into c&ntact with the alkaline salt, soon 
became an amalgaiu of lithium, and had gained the power of 
acting on water, and evolving hydrogen, an alkaline solution 
resulting. 

The chloride of lithium obtained by evaporating the mu¬ 
riate to dryness, and fusing it, is a white semi-transparent 
body, analagous in its appearance to the chlorides of potash 
and soda, but very ditferent from them in its general pro¬ 
perties. It is extremely deliquescent, whereas they are not 
so : in this respect it almost equals muriate of lime. Its so¬ 
lution crystallises with great difficulty, but by evaporation 
ulfords minute needle-form crystals. It is very soluble in 
alcohol, but the chlorides of potash and soda very little so. 
Its solution, or the moist salt, has the property of tinging the 
tlamc of alcohol of a fine red, somewhat like strontian, but 
the other alkaline muriates* have not this power. It fuses 
below a red heat, and when heated powerfully in the open 
air, it gradually loses chlorine, absorbs oxygen, and becomes 
strongly alkaline. 

All its salts are very fusible, but in some cases a singular 
degree of insolubility belongs to them. The nitrate is a very 
soluble salt, deliquescent, and capable of crystallising in rhom¬ 
boids. It has a very aigre taste : heated it readily fuses, and 
is tlien decomposed with tiie same phenomena as nitre. 

The sulphate of lithia is a salt which crystallises readily in 
small rectangular prisms; they are perfectly white, and possess 
much lustre; have a saline taste, very different to potash or 
soda; arc more soluble in water than sulphate of potash; 
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perhaps not so soluble as sulphate of soda: the crystals contain 
no water; they fuse and become very licpiid below a red heat; 
their solution does not precipitate the muriate of platiiia, nor 
is it precipitated by tartaric acid. AT. Vaoquelin gives an ex¬ 
periment on its constitution^ the result of which is as follows \* 
Sulphuric acid - - 69.18 

Lithia - - - 30.82 


100.00 

Tiic sub-carbonnlc of llthia is but little soluble in water, 
and efliorosccs in the air. It may even be precipitated from 
its sulphate by adding a strong solution of carbonate of potash 
to il. It is readily fusible, and when fused, requires repeated 
additions of water with boiling to dissolve it again. Cold 
water dissolves about one one-l)undreth part of its weight 
of this salt, and the solution acts powei’fully on vegetable 
colours and ctfervesces with achls. According to Vauquelin, 
it attracts carbonic acid very rapidly from the atmosphere. 

The carbonate, heated on platinum, acts on it almost as 
powerfully as the hxed alkaline nitmtes. It separates am¬ 
monia from its combinations, but is decomposed by lime and 
bai 7 tes, and rendered caustic. 

The solution of the carbonate precipitates the muriate of 
lime, the sulphates of magnesia and alumina, and the salts of 
copper, silver, and iron, just as the other alkaline carbonates 
do; but it docs not precipitate the muriate of platinum, as is 
the case with the sub-carbonate of potash. 

The tartrate of lithia is an clllorcscent .salt; the acetate one 
that on being evaporated, takes the state and consistence of 
gum or syrup. 

The sulphuret formed by AI. Vaiicpielln, appeared in alt 
respects, similar to the fixed alkaline sulphurets; except in 
the larger proportion of sulphur thrown down by acids. 

* There la an error in the calculations in M. Vauqueliirs paper^ 
the given constituents of iOU parts, if added together, making loi. 
The proportions deduced from the experiment, are correctly ns 
above, at least to the second decimal place. 
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With respect to the proportions of the elements of tbe at-* 
kali, they do not appear exactly determined. Mr. Arfwedson 
states, that lithia contains 43.9 per cent, of oxygen. M. Vau* 
(pielin concludes that it contains 43.5 per cent.; but in con« 
sequence of the error mentioned in tlie preceding note, tlie 
last number is not correct, and if deduced from that experi¬ 
ment, the oxygen would be 44.84 |>er cent. 


Art. XIX. Ohervatiom relating to the Operatiom wn- 

dertaken to determine the Figure of the Earth. 

M. Biot, of the Academy of .Sciences. 

T'ub distinguished author of this pamphlet, which has just 
been published in Paris, is too favourably known to our scien- 
tide readers, to require any introduction or eulogy, and the 
subject he treats of is so well set forth in a preceding article 
of tliis Number of our Journal, by an eminent foreign cor¬ 
respondent, that we can iind little to add from the present 
pages. Our tusk on the present occasion, is the most grateful 
we have ever had to perform-—that of recording a manly and 
liberal avuwul of (he liospitable reception which the author 
found upon our shores, a just tribute of applause to the 
scientific eminence of our countrymen, and a most liberal ac¬ 
knowledgment of the asdistance which he received in his 
important philosophical investigations. We hope that this 
paper will be received as a record of the amity which really 
exists among the men of science of the two countries, and of 
their honourable inclination to avow and protect it from the 
gales of political animosity. We trust too, that it shews a 
desire in the high quarter whence it comes, of duly acknow¬ 
ledging the merits, value, and originality of British talents, 
as opposed to the paltry and absurd jealousies which have 
more than once been suffered to stain the pages of continental 
writers. 

Id the following animated exordium, which it would be wrong 
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either to translate or abrid^, M. Biot takes a happy view cif 
the rapid increase of scientific discovery, and of the iiii]]urtunce 
of literary and learned societies, 

“ X^irsque, sur ime dcs tours de Florence, Galilee, il y a deux 
sidles, expliquait It un petit nombre de personnes, dans des 
entretiens presque mysterieux, ses decuuvertes nouvelles sur 
les lois de la pesanteur, le mouvenient de la terre ct la Hgure 
des planbtes, uurait>il jamais pu pievolr que ces rentes, alors 
xneconiuies et persecut6es, seraient, apr^s un si court intervallc 
consider^es eoinine Icllement iinpurtantes, et &i generalcment 
adinin*es, que les ^ouvernemens de Thlurope fcraieni cnirc- 
prendre de grandes operations et de luintains voyages pour Ic 
seul but de les ^tendre, d’en constatertoutes Ics particularites; 
et que, par I'elTet d’une propagation inesperee tie toiitcs Ics 
connaissunces, les resultats de ecs travaux pouri’aieiit ^(re 
ofierls h Tinter^t public, dans des assemblees nonibreuses# 
composces des classes les plus cniincntes de la society ! Tel est 
pourtant rinimense cliangemcnt qui s'estopere dans le sort des 
sciences depuis cettc ^poque. Quand Galilee et Bacon pa* 
iiirent, aprbs tant d'esprits sublimes que rantiqiiite avail pro* 
duits, ih trouvbrent la carri^re des sciences encore vierge; 
car on nc saurait donner le nom de science k Tinutile ainas 
de sp^iculations hypoth^tiques qui composait avant cu\ la phi¬ 
losophic naturelle. On avail voulu jusqu’alors deviner plutbt 
qif^tudier la nature : Tart dc rintcrroger et de lui faire t 6* 
veler scs inysthres n'htait pas connu; ils le d6couvrirent« Ils 
montrbrent que I’esprit huinain cst Ivop faiblc et trop incer¬ 
tain pour s'avancer scul dansce dedale de verites ; qu’il a be- 
soin dc s'arrMer sur des phenombnes rap|)rocli6s les uns des 
autres, coiiinie Penfant se repose sur Ics appuis qu’il rencontre 
lorsqu'il essaie ses premiers pas ; et que, dans les circonstances 
maltipUecs od la nature lui offre h franchir dc trop grands inter> 
valles, il faut que, par des experiences iiulustrieusemcnt iraagi- 
ndes, il fasse naitre sur sa route de nouveaux phenom^nes qui 
assurent sa marche et I'einpcchent de s'egarcr. Telle a la 
fecondilc de cettc m^thude, qu*cn nioins dc deux si^cles, des 
d4couvertcs sans nombre, dci decouvertes certaines, durables, 
out eclate duus toutes les parlies des sciences, le sont comma* 
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tiiquM rapidement aux arts, k Tindustrie qu’elles ont t'nricliic 
d’applications Mervcilleuses, ct ont accru le tr^sor des corinais- 
sances humaines mille fois au-deik dece qu*avsiit fait rrut<* Tan- 
tiqiiitd, Mais, ainsi etendues, les sciences cxcedent les fucult^s 
d^unseul homme. Leur sphere immense ne pent plus 6trc cm^ 
brass4e quepar un grand corps Hteiaire qui dans son ensemble, 
comine dans un vastc sensorium, reunisse toutes les conceptions, 
toutes les vues, toutes les pensccs ; qui, iic connaissant ni les in- 
firroites humaines, ni la decadence des sens et dc la vieillesse, 
toujours jeune, tnujours actif, scrutc incessamment les propri6tes 
itUimes des choses naturelles, decouvre les forces qui y sont caches 
et les otfreenfin a la societe lout elaborees et prcparces pour les 
applications. Dans ce centre ok toutes les opinions s’upitont ct se 
corobaltent, nulle autorite nc peut prevaloir, si ce n'est cclle dc 
la raison et de la nature. La voix d*un Platon memo nc saurnit 
plus y faire ccouter les r6ves brillans de son imagination ; et Ic 
genie d'un Descartes, contraint de tester iidblc k la inctlio<Ic 
d’observation et dc doute qu’il avail lui-meme creeo, ii"y pro- 
duirait que des rente's sans m&lange d'erreurs. .Mais Vltilon, et 
Descartes, avec toiite Icur gloire, ne seraient encore que des ele* 
mens passagers de ce grand organe des sciences. Sa force ‘Sur- 
vivrait u leur genie, ct poursuivrait dans Tavenir le developpe- 
ment de ieurs pensees. Telle est aujourd*hui la noble desti¬ 
nation des soci^tes savantes. La simultan^ite et la durec que 
leur institution donne a des efforts mortcls, completent la puis** 
sance de la methode exp^rimcntale. Liles sculcs pouvnientdes- 
ormais assurer la continuite du progrbs des connaiisances Iiu- 
maines; seules elles pouraient d^veloppcr les grandes theories,- 
tit faire obtenir des rcsultats qui, par leur diflicuh^, par la diver- 
site, la perseverance et Pctcnduc dcs travaux qu’ils exigent, 
irauraient jamais ete acccssibles pour dea individus.'* 

Our author then proceeds to a review of the researches which 
have been undertaken to determine the magnitude and figure of 
the earth, the phenomena of gravitation at its surface, and its 
connection with the interior constitution of the globe. 'I'bc drst 
exact measure of a degree of the terrestrial meridi»ii was 
made in France by Picard, in I670. Two years afterwards, 
Kicher, also a native of France, being sent for astronomical re« 
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searches to Cayenne, found that a pendulum which beat seconds 
at Paris, moved more slowly in proportion to his approach to 
the equator, and that as he receded from the equator towards 
the north, its vibrations were again accelerated. Newton, in bis 
immortal “ Principia,"* connected these observations with the 
law of attraction, and referred the variation of the pendulum 
to the influence of the form of the earth, which like Jupiter, 
Saturn, and other planets, turning upon an axis, is flattened at 
the poles; he conceived this form to result from the attraction 
of the parts of each planet, combined with the centrifugal force, 
occasioned by tbeir rotatory motion. For this arrangement it 
was necessary to assume the fluidity of the globe, and Newton, 
pointed out the means of calculating the polar depression of a 
planet from the intensity of gravitation at its surface, and the 
rapidity of its rotation, supposing it homogeneous throughout* 
This calculation, as applied to the earth, gave a result difieiing 
a little from that obtained by Richer; the difference seemed to 
show that the density of the earth increased from the surface to 
the centre, as Clairault has since demonstrated. 

M. Biol next adverts to the celebrated voyages of Bouguer, 
Godin, and la Condamine, in 1^35, and of Clairault, Mauper- 
tuis, and le Monnier, undertaken with a view of measuring an 
arc on the meridian near the equator, and near the pole, and 
mentions the interest and importance given to this invesUgaUon 
by the Academy, in proposing to adopt the magnitude of the 
earth thus determined as the fundamental element of a general 
system of weight and measure. This act of the Academy 
fut un des derniers qui preced^rent la funeste epoque de nos 
grsndes convulsions politiques. Tuutes les institutions conser- 
vatrices de la civilisation et des lumi^res perirent; FAcademie 
peril avec dies. Mais de vrais savans ue se font pas repeter l’au« 
torisatioD de faire ce qu*ils croient utile. Au milieu dudesordre 
et des fureurs excites par Tanardhie populaire, MM. Delambre 
et Mechain, munis d’instnimens nouveaux que Borcla leur uvait 
crees, commenchrent et continubrent, souvent au peril de leifr 
vie, la mesure de la terre la plus etendue, la plus exacte que Ton 
eflt jamais entreprise* IIs I’acheybrent aussi>bien, quoique non 
pas aussi aisement qu'ils Tauraient fait au sein de la paix la 
VoL. V. A a 
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plus profondc. Lia mesurc du pendule nc fut point oubli^e. 
Borda, qui avait tant fait pour perfectionner toutes Ics autres 
parties dcs obsen'ations, invcnta pour cette experience une 
niethode dont rexactitude surpassait tout ce qu’on avail ima¬ 
ging jusqu’alors, et n’a pas etc surpassee depuis." 

The unfortunate death of Meelminy and the diflirulties en- 
countered by Arago and our Author in pursuing these under¬ 
takings in Spain, with some other mincer inquiries, bring our 
Author to the UYigononietrical Survey of this country by 
General Roy and his able successor Colonel Mu()ge, who mea¬ 
sured several degrees of the terrestrial meridian uilh great 
accuracy. To connect these with the French ojioi-.ition the 
Bureau des Longitudes was desirous that tlic same instruments 
employed in Spain and France should be applied to tlic Fnglisb 
arc. Our Author proceeds— 

“ Souliaiier unc chose utile aux sciences, e’etait avoir 
d’avance I’assontimciit dcs savans d'Angloterre ct rnpprubation 
du guuvernoincnt de ce pays eclairw Ni I’un ni Taut re ne 
nous manqiicicnt. Lc rcdpeclable sir J(scpl> Ranks ct son 
digne an i lc Cb^^' Diagdcn nous as>ur^rent de toute s ic» KaeiJites 
itnaginables. Lc niinistrc de l iiiterieur, M. Laiii^, p)^^>-dc q,ui 
toute cliose utile, ou honoiable, n'a quo la po^sibilitc pour 
limite, trmiva dans les re^sourccs de sa bien\ciilancc les moyens 
de fournirh cette entrepriso, et lc bureau des longiiudcs voulut 
bien m*cu cotilier rcxccirtion’. 

** Je partis de Paris au commencement du niois de mai de 
Tannic derni^re, emportant avec moi les appareils qui avaient 
servi sur les autres points de la m(;ridienne, un ccrcle repeti- 
teur de M. Fortin, une horloge astronomique et dcs chrono- 
irHres de M. Breguet, enfin, tout ce qui etait iieccssaire pour 
les observations. Des ordres dti gouvcri.enient anglais, obtenus 
par rintcrventiontutclaire de sir Joseph Banks, attondaient cct 
envoi h Duuvres. 11 me fut remis tout entier sous le sceau de 
la douanc, sans droits, suns visite, absolument coromc si je 
n’eus«e pas change de pays. Les m^mes soins en prot<;^rent 
le transport jusqu’k Londres, oh il fut depos6 chez sir Joseph 
Banks. Que nc puis-je pcindre ce que je sentis en voyant pour 
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]a premiere fois ce venerable compagnon de Cook! lllustre 
par de longs voyages; remarquable par une 6tendue d'esprit 
et par une elevation de sentimens qui Ic font s'intercsser egale- 
ment aiix progres de toutes Ics connaissances bumaines; pos- 
sesseur d*un rang e1ev6, d*une grande fortune, d’une considera¬ 
tion universellc, sir Joseph a fait dc tous ces avantages le 
patrimoine des savans de toutes les nations. Si simple, si facile 
dans sa bienvcillancc, qu*elle semble presque, pour celui qui 
r^prouve, VefFet d*un droit naturellement acquis; et en mdme 
temps si bon, qu'il vous laisse tout Ic plaisir, toute rindividualit6 
de la reconnaissance. Noble exemplc d*un prutectorat, dont 
touteI’autoritd est fond<Se sur Testime, Vattachement, le respect, 
la condance libre tt volontaire; dont les titres consistent unique- 
incnt dans unc bonne voluntd inepuisablc et dans le souvenir 
des services rendus ; ct dont la possession longue et non con- 
testce fait supposer do rates vertus ct une exquise delicatesse, 
quand on songe que tout cc pouvoir doit sc former, se main- 
tenir et s*exercer parini des egaux," 

This tribute of rospett and gratitude to the President of the 
Royal Society is iitemorable for two reasons ; as shewing that 
M. Biot has entirely divested himself of that crooked jealousy 
which \rc have soinctimcs complained of in his otherwise illus¬ 
trious countrymen; and as an Eloge without flattery, and true 
in the strictest sense of the word. 

M. Bi6t now proceeds to Edinburgh with Colonel Mudge, 
and afterwards with Captain Richard Mudge to the extreme 
northern point of the line. At Edinburgh and at Aberdeen 
he met with a reception worthy of the inherent hospitality of 
North Britons. Thence they embarked for Shetland— 

“ Nous rcstilmcs long-temps cn incr, rctenus par des culmea 
ou.par des vents contraires, regrettant dc tout notre coeur la 
ptrtc dc tant de belles nuits que nous aurions pu si bicn em¬ 
ployer pour nos observations. Le sixibme jour, nous laiss&mes 
auloin sur notre gauche les Orcadca et leurs montagnes rouge-. 
litres, que nc d^passa point Taudacc romatnc; nous ddeouvrtmes 
rile de Faira, qui vit se briser sur ses rochers le vaisseau 
amiral de I'invincible flotte de Philippe. Eniin les pics dc 
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Shetland nous apparurent dans leur nuages; et le 18 juillet 
nous primes tv'ire, non loin de la pointe australe de ces lies, oh. 
les mar6es de I'AUantique, beurtant celles qui viennent de la 
mer de Norw^ge, causent un soul^Tement continuel et une 
^ternelle lemp^te. L'aspect d^old du sol ne ddmentait pas ccs 
approches. Ce n’^taient plus ces lies fortun^es de TEspagne* 
cee riantes contr^es. ce jardin de Valence, oh les Grangers, les 
citronniers en fleur, r^pandent lout's parfums autour du tom- 
beau d'un Scipion, ou sur les ruines augustcs de Tancienne 
Sagonte. lei, eu abordant, sur des rocs mutilds par les dots, 
I'ceil n'aperpoit qu'une terre humide, d^serte, couverte de 
pierres et de mousse; des montagnes ddeharn^es que ruine 
rincMmence du ciel; pas un ai bre, pas un buisson dont la vue 
adoucisse cet aspect sauvage; et lb quclques liultes ^parses, 
dunt les toils recouverts d'lierbe laissent ^chapper dans le 
brouillard I'^paisse fumee dont elles sont rempUes. En songeant 
h la tristesse de ce s^jour.oh nous allions rester exiles pendant 
plusieurs mois, nous nous dirige^mes, non sans peine, h travers 
des plaints et descolUnes sans chemin, vers le petit assemblage 
de mabons de pierre qui forme la capitale appel^e Lerwick, 
lit, nous phines cummencer h sentir que les vertus sociales 
d’un pays ne doivent pas se inesurer sur ses apparenoes de 
pauvret^ ou de richesse. 11 est impossible d’imaginer une 
hospitality plus franche, plus cordiale que celle qui nous ac- 
cueillit. Des personnes qui ne connaissaient nos noms que 
depuis im instant, s*empressaient de nous conduire ])ar-tout. 
Inform^es de Vobjet de notre voyage, ellcs nous donnaient 
d'elles^myines tous les venscignemens qui pouvaient nous ^tre 
utiles; elles les recueillaient pour nous, et nous les trans- 
mettaient avec le m^me intyr^t que s’il se fht agi d'unc afiaire 
qui leur eht personnelle.** 

At Unst Captain Mudge became unwell; and our Author 
persuaded him to return to a milder climate, and remained 
alone to complete his researches. 

** Ce fut alors que, resty seul, je pus apprycier combien il 
ytait heureux pour moi d’etre venu babiter cbez M. Edmons- 
ton. La bienveillance de cet excellent homme semblait crottre 
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Bveo la difficult^ de ma pasitinn. Je ne pouvais observer seul, 
au cercle r£p4titeur, dont la manoeuvre exige deux personnes, 
une qui suit I'nstre, Vautre qui note les indications du niveau. 
M. Edmonston, qui s’interessait i mes travaux autant que 
xnoi-m^me, me auggera Tidee d’employer, pour cette dernibre 
partie de Tobservation, un Jeune charpenticr, qui nous avait 
d^ja donne des preuves de son intelligence ct de son adresse 
en remontant notre observatoire; ct qui» d'ailleurs, comme 
tous les paysans d’Ecosse et mfime de ces lies, savait fort bien 
lire, 6crire et compter. Je suivis cet avis; et, ayant r6duit la 
t^he de mon nouvel assistant k ce qu'elle pouvait 6tre de plus 
simple, j'essayai de lui en donner quelques le9ons peu de jours 
avant le depart du capitaine Mudge. 11 reussit tr^s-vite, et 
peut-6tre mieux qu'un aide plus savant n'aurait pu le faire; 
car il observait et marquait mon niveau avee toute la fid^lit^ 
d'une mdcanique; et, pour rien au monde, non pas m^me pour 
seconder mon impatience b. observer, il n*aurait admis mes 
r^ultats comme bons, avant quUls fussent strictement dans 
les conditions que je lui avais prescrites, c'est-li-dire avant que 
la bulle du niveau fiit parvenue ii une parfaite immobility. 
Toutefbis, comme il faut bien se r^server quelques vyrifica* 
tions quand on veut faire d’un charpentier un astronome, 
j’avais, entre les nombres qu'il ecrivait, certaines relations 
qu’il ne soup^onnait pas, et qui m*auraient indiqu^ ses eireurs 
s'il cn avait commisses. Cela arriva quelquefois dans les com* 
mencemens; et il etait toujours fort surpris que je pusse ainsi 
reconnattre et redresser une faute, que lui^mSme n'avait 
pas aper9ues en la faisant, et que moi, je n’avais pas vu faire. 
Mais, au bout de quelques jours, ma science occulte n*eut plus 
aucune occasion de se montrer.’* 

With this assistance M. Bi6t completed his task; and as an 
apology for omitting his sprightly and intelligent remarks upon 
these northern barriers of the British dominions, we have the 
pleasure of presenting our readers with the concluding para* 
graphs, of this charming little narrative. 

** Aprbs deux mois de s^jour je quittai ces ties, emportant 
des souvenirs pour toute ma vie. Un coup de vent de I’fequi- 
ikoxe me ramena h Edimbourg en cinquante heui*es. Ce pas- 
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sage brusque de la solitude au bruit du roonde, de la simpUcite 
patriarchale aux raffinemens de la civilisation et du luxe n^est 
pas sans attrait< Le colonel Elphinstone, par le plus obligeant 
accueil, me prouva que Tamitie n’^lait pas toute retir6e aux 
ties Shetland. Ce fut alors qu'enti^rement d^soccupd de mes 
observations, je pus contcmpler h loisir tout ce que I'^tat 
social le plus avancc ofiTre, dans ce pays, en institutions et en 
hommes ; spectacle, h-la*fois consolant et triste, pour quiconque 
a passd sa vie au milieu des troubles du continent. Je vis un 
peuple pauvre, njais laborleux; lib)*e, niais respect ucusement 
soumis aux lots ; moral et religicux sans ^pret^, tolerant sans 
inditr^rence. Je vis dcs paysans apprendre ^ lire dans des 
livres ou se trouvent des essais d*Addison et de Pope. Je vis 
les ouvi'agcs de Johnson, de Chesterfield, ct des plus agr4ables 
moralistes anglais, offerts en ddJassement h la clai^se rooyenne 
du peuple : dans des coches d’eau, comme ailleurs, on y mettrait 
des jeux de cartes ct de dcs. Jc vis dcs fermiers dc village sc 
r^unir en clubs pour dcliberer sur dcs intt^rbts de politique ou 
d’agriculture, et s'associer pour acheter dcs livres utiles, au 
nombre desquels ils niettaient rEncyclopedic britannique, que 
Ton sait ^tre r6d\g6e, a Edimbourg, par des savans ct dcs 
philosophes du premier ordre. Je vis enbn dcs classes sup^- 
rieures de la societc, assorties b oc baut degrd de civilisation, 
et Tenement dignes d’y occuper la premibre place par leurs 
lumiercs et par la noblesse dc leurs sentimens; je les vis ex* 
citant, dirigeant toutes les entreprises d*utilitd publique, com* 
muniquans sans ccsseavcc le peuple, et ne se confondant jamais 
avec liii; s'attachant b d^vcloppcr son intelligence pour I’eclairer 
sur ses devoirs et sur ses intdr^ts vdritables; sachnnt le soulager 
dans ses besoins, sans lui 6ter les vertus et I’indcpcndance que 
donne le soin d’y pourvoir; attirant ainsi par-tout ses regards 
sans exciter son envie ; et, pour prix de tant d’elforts, la paix, 
I’union, Testime reciproque, la confiance uiutuclle, ct in^me 
une affection tres vive, fondee d’une pait sur I'habitude de la 
bunte et la douceur des relations intimes, de Tautre sur la 
reconnaissance et le respect. 

£n quittant TEcosse, je visitai les contrdes les plus indus- 
trieusea de I’industrieuse Angleterre. J'observai alors 
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autre spectacle: je vis les forces de la nature, employees sous 
toutes lea formes tmaginahlcs an service de Thomme, et celui-ci, 
re-icrv^ coinmc une m6canujue plus chfere et cl’iine construc¬ 
tion plus delicate, pour les seules operations iutermlttentes 
ou accidentelles que sa raison divine le rend plus propre h 
executor. Kt, soit que les ca!isid6ratioris de morale soclale 
qui m’avaient tant frappe eussent lalss^ des 1 races trop pro- 
fondcs dans mon ame; soit qu*un grand syst^nie nianufactu- 
rier doivc plutut 6tre apprecie dansses resultata nationaux que 
dans son influence locale et particulibre, j’aduiirai cet im¬ 
mense d&vcloppement des manufactures plus que je ne le 
souhaitai pour ina patric. Apr^s avoir salue Oxford et Cam¬ 
bridge, ces antiques ct tranquilles sejours des lettres et des 
sciences, je vins rejoindre M. Arago k JLondres, et m*associer 
encore avec lul pour la mesure du pcndulc k secondes, non 
plus toutefois dans une petite tic presque dcsertc, mais dans 
le magnifiqiie observatoire do Grcemwich. M. de Humboldt, 
qui Tavait accompagne, prit part a cette operation, ct voulut 
bicn, pendant qu’olle dura, oublier la multitude dc ses autres 
talcns pour n’etre qu’un excellent observateur. L’astronome 
royal, M. Pond, se plut k nous offiir toutes les facilites 
imaginablcs avec cet empressement gencreux quo les hommes 
vraiment devoues aux sciences ont toujours, mais peuvent 
seuls avoir pour tout ce qui contribuc k leur progr^s. Apres 
avoir joui du plaisir d*obscrvcr le ciel et d*etudicr un des 
plus grandes phenomencs dc la nature avec de beaux instru- 
mens, deja consacrcs, pour ainsi dire, par tant d’observations, et 
dans un lieu renomme par tant de decouvcites astronomiques, 
je revis enfin nia patrie avec ce bonheur du retour qu’eprou- 
vent si vivement les occurs fran^ais, et doiit le charme etait 
;rcndu plus doux encore par Ic sentiment interieur de 
satisfaction et de reconnaissance dunt je lui rapportais 
I'hommagc. C*est en efFci, dans un voyage entrepris pour 
]*avancemcnt des sciences, qu*un Fran^ais pent apprendre 
k bonorer davantage, et mieux cherir sa noble patrie. Pllce 
hors du cercle des passions politiques, n’etant point attire par 
Pinter^t ou Tambition; sans rang, sans richesses qui le 
soutiennent, il n'a pour lui que les litres que sa patrie 
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s’est acquis & la Bolide gloire, ^ celle qui fedt du bien aux 
hommeB. H est porte par le souvenir de tant de services 
qu’elle a rendus k la civilisation du monde; par Vadmiration 
universelle qu’ont excitee tant de chefs-d’oeuvre dont elle a 
rempli les lettres» les sciences et les arts. Semblable h Mi- 
nerve, cette patrie 1‘accompagne sur le sol etranger : elleparle 
pour lui, rintroduit, le protege, lui ouvi’eles cueurs, et reclame 
en sa fsveur une bospitalite qu'elle-m&me a tant de fois et 
toi^ours si noblement accordee. Aussi, lorsqu'aprbs avoir 
atteint le but de ses travaux, il raconte k ses compatriotes 
tout ce qu'il reput d’accueil, de secours, de bienveillance, 
d'amitie meme, chez une jiation justementcel^bre, ileprouve 
unc jouissance d'autant plus pure k manifester I’expression de 
sa reconnaissance, que toutes ces faveurs sont encore, k ses 
yeux, de nouveaux dons de sa patrie. 


Note. Ce que j'ai dit dans cette notice sur les vertus sociales de 
I'Ecosse et des lies Shetland, preseute ces contrdes sous un aspect 
si diflf(§rent de nos habitudes continentales, que je ne serais pas 
surpris qu’en France, en An^Icterre mdine, beaucoup dc personoes 
supposassentqu’il j a quelque exageralion dans cette peinture, et 
que j'ai involontairemcnt ced^ a la predilection qu'un Stranger 
prend toujours pour un pays nouveau od il est repu avec bienveil- 
fance. Je puis cependant assurer que je n'ai et6 que vrai. On roe 
croira peut dtre encore pour I’Ecosse; inais pour les iles Shetland, 
od trouverai>jedesi6moio8? Quoiqu’elles soient peu dUtantes, la 
difficulte de fa navigation, I’incldmence du climat et le defaut de 
commerce en 61oignent les voyageurs; ct ceux que, par inter* 
valies, la necessity y amdae, se hktent de pariir des que leurs 
affaires sont terminees, Peut £tre un s^jour de deux luois, dans 
une position Ubre et d68mt6ress6e, m*a-t-il permis de voir ces 
lies plus iotimement que ne Tout fait la piupart des Ecossais qui 
lesavoisinent. Aussi s’en fait-on de bien fausscs ideds a Edimbourg 
mdme. Mats, en g6ndral, e’est un plaisir que Ton peut se procurer 
d'un bout de TEurope k I’autre, que d'enteiidrc chacuu ro6dire de 
■es voisins du nord. En Italic, on regardc la France comme un 
^imat rude et s6vdre; voyez ce qu’en dlt Alfieri. Ici, nous 
trouvoosnotre pays fort beaut mais i’Angleterre nous seinbJe le 
siljour des brcuillards. A Londres, on ne se plaint miUeroentdu 
climati mais on parle de I’Ecosse comme d’une contr^e presque 
privee du soleil. Les Ecossais trouvent cette opinion fort rmicule; 
mais ils ont en grande piti6 les pauvres Shetlandais. Ceux-ci, a 
leur tour, pr^tendeut qu’iU ont beaucoup moius froid qu'en 
Ecosse, mais qu’on est bien malheureux en Islande et aux lies Fe- 
roe. Je suis persuad^i que ies Islandais radme ont encore quelque 
dddiin pour ie Spitzberg. La vdritd est que, dans tous les cliinats 
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da moQde, I'homme peut Tlvre aTec une lomme de boohear k* 
peu-pr^ s’il j porte aTec lui lea Tcrtua aocialea et lea rea* 

sources da commerce et de la citiUsation. 

In reverting to tbe scientific object of M. Biot’s visit to ou r 
aea-girt shores, we have the satisfaction of informing our readers, 
that in pursuance of the recommendation of the President and 
Council of the Royal Society, Captain Kater has undertaken a 
journey to the North, with a view of ascertaining the length of 
the Seconds Pendulum at the principal stations of Colonel 
Mudge’s Trigonometrical Survey, and that the Government 
has afforded ready and liberal assistance towards this important 
investigation. 


AfiT. XX, Proceedbtgs of the Royal Society of London* 

Thursday, April 9. A Paper was transmitted from the 
Society for improving Animal Chemistry, containing an account 
of the Urinary Organs and Secretions of some Amphibious 
Animals, by Dr. John Davy. 

In this paper, the urinary organs of some species of serpents 
and lizards, and of the turtle and tortoise, are described. The 
white matter voided by snakes is almost entirely pure uric acid, 
and the same substance was discovered in the urine of the other 
animals mentioned. 

A Paper was also communicated by A. Cooper, Esq. on an 
improved method of making Anatomical Preparations, by Mr. 
Joseph Swan. 

Corrosive sublimate is the preservative here recommended* 

April l6* A Paper on malconformation of the Uterus was 
i^d, by Dr. Granville. 

April 30. A Paper was read, entitled new experimental re¬ 
searches on some of the leading doctrines of Caloric, particularly 
on the relation between the elasticity, temperature, and latent 
beat of different vapours, and thermumeiric admeasurement 
and capacity, by Dr. Ure. h > paper contained a variety of 
importantand apparently accurate investigations, upon the above 
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important questions, and may be considered as a valuable addi¬ 
tion to our stuck of theoretical and practical knowledge, in a 
very interesting department of science, 

7> A Letter was read from Mr. Greatorex, containing 
an account of a geometrical admeasurement of Skiddaw, whence 
it appeared that the height of that mountain is 1012 yards 
inches. 

A Letter addressed by B. Sevan, Esq. to the President, was 
also read, containing the results of a registering rain gauge, for 
the year 1817. The average time of actual ruin was 1 hour 
47 minutes per day. The average quantity per da}' was 0,6s 
inches. The observations were made at Leighton in Bed¬ 
fordshire. 

A Paper was also read, on the Structure of the poisonous 
fangs of serpents, by Thomas Smith, Ksq. F. 11. S. 

The author shows that there is a longitudinal fissure in the poi¬ 
son teeth of serpents, the use of which is not quite apparent. In 
the teeth of harmless serpents, no such formation is perceptible. 

May 21. A Paper on the different modes of constructing a 
catalogue of fixed stars, by John Pond, Esq. Astronomer Royal^ 
was read. 

Mr. Pond here proposed a method of effecting the above pur¬ 
pose, by which in a single year, the same accuracy is attained 
as was formerly derived from the observations of three years. 

A Paper was also communicated from Lieutenant Colonel Wil¬ 
liam l.Ambton, entitled ** An abstract of the results deduced 
from the mea’turcment of an arc of the meridian, extending from 
latitude 8® 9' 38%4 to latitude 18® 3'23^',6 N. being an ampli¬ 
tude of 9® 53" 45",2.” 

May 28. The Astronomer Royal read a Paper on the Paral¬ 
lax of the fixed stars in right ascension. 

At the same Meeting, a Paper was read, on the oxides and 
salts of mercury, by Mr. Donovan. 

^ June 4. A description of the teeth of the Dclphinus Gan- 
geticus, was presented to the Society by Sir Everard Home, 
Bart. V. P. R. S. And at the same Meeting, Dr. Granville gave 
ati account of the production of sulphuretted azote in the 
abdomen, resulting from the decomposition of an albuminous 



Proceedings of the "Royal Society of London, 359 

dropsical fluid. The Doctor considers this as a new and defl* 
ulte gaseous compound, and the results of his experiments led 
him to consider its component parts as 

8 p ,60 azote. 

]0,i0 sulphur. 

A Paper was also read by John Williams, Esq. describing the 
influence of galvanism upon the germination of seeds, which 
wnen powerful enough to do any thing, appeared generally 
injurious. 

June 11. Dr. Prout communicated a Paper, describing a 
new acid principle, prepared from thelithic or uric acid. 

Our readers are well aware of the characteristic property of 
uric acid of producing a flue red compound, when heated with 
nitric acid. 

Dr. Prout shows, by some very interesting expcrimcMits, that 
this isacompound of a new acid principle with ammonia. This 
acid forms purple or red compounds, with the metallic oxides, 
whence he calls it the -purpuric acid. 

A communication was also received from Sir W. Hcrschel, 
consisting of astronomical observations and experiments, selected 
for the purpose of ascertaining the relative distances of clusters 
of stars, and of investigating how far the power of our telescopes 
may be e.xpected to reacli into space, when directed to ambi* 
giious celestial objects* 

The President then adjourned tlie Society for the long vaca¬ 
tion, which terminates on the 5Lh of November. 


Art. XXI. ^liscellanea. 

I, MiiCHANiCAi. Science- 

§ 1. Mathematics, Astronomy, &c. 

1. Mathematical Prize Question for 1830. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, have again pro¬ 
posed as a question for 1830, the fallowing theorem of Fermat* 
“ Beyond the second degree, there exists no povNer which may 
be divided into two other powers of the same degree.’’ The 
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reward is a gold medal of 3000 francs yalue, and the latest 
time allowed for the reception of memoirs, 1st January, 1820> 

3* Astronomical Frize Question for 1820. 

The question proposed by the Royal Academy of Science at 
Paris, is as follows: — To form by the theory of universal 
gravitation alone, and without taking from observations^ any 
thing but arbitrary elements, tables of the movement of the 
moon, as exact as the best tables in existence. The prize is a 
gold medal of 3000 francs value, which is to be awarded in 
March 1820. The utmost p>eriod allowed for the reception of 
papers, 1st January, 1820. 

3. Astronomical Prize Medal, 

The Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, have awarded 
their own gold medal to the astronomer Royal, John Pond, Esq. 
That which was before voted to him was the one founded by 
the astronomer De Lalande. 

4, Harvest Moons. 

This year is the third of a series of 10 years in which the 
moon will prove the most bencdcial to the farmers for reaping 
and gathering in the fruits of the earth, viz. from 1816 to 
1825 inclusive. The preceding nine years, namely, from 
1807 to 1815 inclusive, were in the class of those in which, 
from natural causes, the harvest moon has been least beneficial. 
Such will also be the years from 1826 to 1882. 

§ 2. Architecture, the Arts, Agriculture, &c» 

1. Incombustible Store^House at Plymouth, 

The incombustible Store-House which has just been com¬ 
pleted in Plymouth Dock-Yard, has every part of it composed 
either of stone or iron. The glrdlers, joists, doors, sashes, 
and frames, are all of cast iron, neatly executed. The roof is 
of cast iron, and the floors of Yorkshire stone. The stair-case, 
which is a geometrical one, is of moorstone. The estimated 
expense of the building is fifteen thousand pounds. 

2. ilfr. Feetham’s Description of an Apparatus for stotepin^ 
Chimneys, without the aid of Climbing Boys, 

In consequence of the repeated occasions on which J 
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have examined chimneys, my attention has been strongly 
drawn to the various methods of sweeping them, and as I 
found that none of the mechanical contrivances answered 
completely the desired end, and that cases frequently occurred 
when they were entirely inadequate, I was induced to contrive 
a machine for my own use. As this machine has for the last 
six or* seven years completely answered my wishes, and as it 
has been approved of by many eminent surveyors and build¬ 
ers, I shall no longer hesitate to make it public* 

The apparatus consists of a thin iron box or frame, about 
13 inches by 11, with two closely fitted doors, 4 inches apart, 
forming the back and front; a pulley is fixed to the lower 
part of the frame, in either an inclined or vertical direction, 
according to the inclination of the flue. This frame is fitted 
into the chimney as near the top as is convenient, either in 
the attic, loft, or on the roof, so that the door may be got at 
with ease. From this door upwards, the chimney is cleaned 
by an elastic whalebone brush, and downwards in the fol~ 
lowing manner: a whalebone brush, which may be shaped 
to any sized flue by the jierson who is using it, has a ball of 
iron fixed to the lower part of it in gimballs, so that it cun 
roll in any direction downwards, and a rope is made fast to 
the upper end; the brush and ball are put through the door 
into the chimney, and the rope placed over the pulley; the 
weight carries the brush down, and it is dit^wn up again by 
the line, so that it can be made to traverse three or four 
times uj) and down the chimney in a few minutes; the door 
is shut during this operation, the rope passing through a small 
notch in it, so that scarcely any dirt is occasioned. The brush 
will pass down a flue that has a considerable degree of kicli- 
. nation, but at horizontal parts, or at square angles, extra 
doors will be required. These, however, by the advantages 
they afford, will abundantly compensate the slight additional 
expense; they afford the readiest means of extinguishing 
fires, of stopping descending currents of smoke from neigh¬ 
bouring flues, or of working in any way in the chimney: and 
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they would generally be on the outside of the house, because 
horizontal flues are mostly in those situations. 

In the chimneys of my house. No. 9, Ludgate Hill, the flues 
are very high, and some of them much inclined. No sweep 
has been up them for seven years. The jointed>handle brush 
was tried in vain; it required too much force, and was 
liable to break; but by the apparatus described they have 
always been readily and perfectly swept in a few minutes. The 
whole expense of the apparatus made in the best manner, does 
not exceed and without any particular attention, does 

not require repairs, or replacing in a long period of time. They 
may be examined and seen in use at the Inventor's Warcrooms 
and Manufactories, 9 Ludgate Hill, or 296 Oxford Street, 

3. Telegraphs. 

Intelligence can be received from Calais at Paris, between 
which places tliere are twenty-seven telegraphs, in three 
minutes; from Lisle, twenty^two telegraphs, two minutes; from 
Strasburg, forty-five telegraphs, six minutes and-a-half; from 
Lyons, fifty telegraphs, nine minutes; and from Brest thirty 
telegraphs, eight minutes. 

4. Roller Pump, 

A roller pomp on an improved principle has recently been 
erected near Worcester, for raising water from the Severn into 
the basin of the canal, where it tlirows up at least 9CX) gallons 
per minute. It works by a rotatory motion, without bucket or 
rod, and produces a constant stream. It is entirely made of 
metal. 

5. Propagation of Olive Trees. 

It has long been an object in the south of France and in 
other olive countries to propagate the olive-tree by seeds; but 
attempts of this kind have constantly failed; and shoots were 
found the only mode of increasing their number that could be 
artificially used. A mode, however, has been discovered, which 
has set aside the difficulty; it consists in macerating the ripe 
olives in a weak alkaline solution, and then sowing them, the 
seeds will germinate, and produce plants. 

The discovery resulted from an observation of the manner in 
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which nature propagates those trees: the seeds germinate 
naturally, and this was supposed to be occasioned by the pre¬ 
vious eifect produced on them, in passing through the stomach 
of birds, and it was found on triads that the seeds of the fhiit 
ghen to turkeys when sown with the dung of the animal did 
vegetate. 

6, Blight in Apple-trees, 

The American farmers are said to adopt the following prac¬ 
tice to prevent the blight, or mildew from injuring their orchards. 
In the spring, they rub tar well into tlie bark of the applc- 
trccs about four or six inches wide round each tree and at 
about one foot from the ground; this effectually prevents the 
blight, and abundant crops are the consequence. 

7 . Fly in Turnips. 

The following has been given as a method of preventing 
destruction by the Jly in turnips. Divide the seed intended for 
one day’s sowing into two equal parts, and put one part to 
steep ill soft, pond or ditch-water the night previous to its 
being used. Mix the whole together, adding to each pound 
0 [ seed, two ounces of flour sulphur. This will insure two 
successive growths, and the fly will not touch the plants. 

8. Sugar of the Beet-root. 

The endeavours tiv.it were made in France, during the war, 
to procure simar from the beet-ioot in sufHcient quantity to 
satisfy the demands of the population, were very successful, 
and it v.ic. piocurtd of excellent quality. The peace, however, 
by rc-o})oning the poits, and allowing the introduction of the 
canr-sugar-, i.nded to paralyze that branch of agricultural 
indu-.try, for wliich, hov\ever, some strong exertions have since 
been nia !c by tlic pliilosophcrs of France. 

. The foliovving U given as the statement of the expense and 
returns u. ihe inanufacUuy of M. Chaptal, and if there are no 
unstated objections to its i Production, it is diihcult to account 
for the preference given to cane-sugar. 

Forty-five French acres were sown with beet-root; the pro¬ 
duce equalled 700,0001bs. 
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Charget. frana 

Sowing, pulling, carriage, and expenses of the manu* 

factory for seventy-nine days of actual work - 7000 

Workmen - - • - 2076 

Fuel 4500 

Animal Charcoal ... 1100 

Repsurs, interest of capital, &c. - - 4000 


francs 18675 

Produce, Ibi, 

Rough sugar of the first crystallisation • 29,139 

Sugar obtained by further processes from the molasses 10,960 


Total of rough sugar 40,092 
Besides which there were 158,000lbs. of refuse, which was 
excellent food for cattle, and a large quantity of exhausted 
molasses, which might be converted into spirit. 


II. Chemical Sciexce. 

§ 1. Chlmistry. 

1. A Letter to Mr, Brande on the Subject of the Pharmacopceia, 
from Thomas Young, M,D, F.R.S. Fellow of the Royal 

College of Physicians} with Mr, Brande^s Answer. 

Dear Si a, 

1 am sorry to observe) in your Introductory Discourse to the 
third volume of the Supplement to the Encyclopaedia, a note 
containing a very severe censure on the College of Physicians 
of London, whose Pharmacopoeia, you say, ** is a record of the 
want of chemical knowledge where it is more imperiously 
required.” But 1 am really willing to hope, that on reconsi¬ 
deration, you will allow that the charge was hasty, and unwar¬ 
ranted by the present state of the Pharmacopoeia. 

Much has been said, by several persons attached to chemis¬ 
try, of the errors and imperfections of the Pharmacopoeia of 
1809 ; and having, been appointed by the President an addi¬ 
tional Member of the Committee for revising it, 1 made it my 
particular study to examine every single objection that bad 



MUcellaneom Intelligence. 359 

be^n )ldvahced, and in concert with my colleagues, to take 
measures for adopting every necessary correction that had 
been suggested: but, in justice to the original members of the 
Committee, 1 cannot hesitate to declare, that, even granting 
the truth of all the chemical facts adduced by their opponents, 
the Work exhibited nothing like those gross errors which a 
too captious severity of criticism had repeatedly attributed to 
it, .and that almost everyone of the charges, relating to the 
chemical department, Imve been absurdly and ridiculously ex* 
aggeraled. 

Jiut whatever these errors may have been, 1 am at a loss to 
understand to which of them your remark can at present be 
supposed to apply, when two re-impressions of the work have 
appeared, in which, with the assistance derived from the cx- 
|>eriments of a piactical chemist obligingly recommended by 
yourself, all possible care has been taken to make every cor¬ 
rection that candour could allow to be requisite. I therefore 
feci myself personally bound to call on you for such an expla¬ 
nation of your censure, as will enable me to answer your ob¬ 
jections in detail; and 1 will ventuie to pledge myself to prove, 
that the College of Physicians has not recorded its deficiency 
in any of those points which are ** imperiously required'* for 
tlie due performance of all the practical duties of the profession. 

I ami dear Sir, your faithful and obedient Ser\'ant, 
ti'dheck Street, June 1 1, 1818. Thomas Yovno, 

To Or. Tiiomoi Young, 

My dear Sir, 

The remark in my dissertation, refers exclusively to the 
London Pharmacopoeia for J S09 ; the errors of which 1 cannot 
by any means consider as cancelled by the subsequent re-in^ 
pressiout, as you most charitably call them. I am sorry, there¬ 
fore, that I cannot honourably recant; and regret that the 
Committee did not contrive to avail itself of your services 
previous to the publication, instead of merely appointing yoit 
an additional member," when the mischief was done. 

This IS perhaps sufficient explanation of iny censure. Should 
more substantial grounds be required, 1 refer to Mr. Richard 
Phillips's experimentaP examination of the Fharmacoposia for 

VoL.V. Bb 
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1809: in facts there disclo&ed, you cannot fail to discern 
them* 

The evident carelessness of the Collegep as a body, was up¬ 
permost in my mind when I wrote the offending paragraph ; 
and the very circumstance of the list of Fellows being 
adorned with the names of men highly eminent in chemical 
science, renders that carelessness more unaccountable, and 
may well be urged in justification of my remark. 1 hope, 
thei*eforc, that on the whole, my inclination was rather to ex- 
tenuate, than set down aught in malice ; to adduce nothing that 
was false, rather, than all that was true; and experience one 
only source of regret, that of having occasioned any unfriendly 
feeling in one for whom I have such unfeigned respect and 
regard as yourself. 

1 am, dear Sir, your faithful and obedient Servant, 
Albemarle Street, June 12, 1818. W. T. Branoe. 

2. Reduction of‘ Chloride of Silver by Hydrogen. 

The following method of reducing chloride of silver, is per¬ 
haps not suflicieiitly known. It was communicated by 
Arfwedson. Liberate hydrogen in contact with chloride of 
silver, as by mixing the chloride, zinc, sulphuric acid^ and water 
together, and the silver will be reduced to the metallic state; 
the zinc is easily dissolved out by excess of acid, and the metal 
obtained by filtration or decantation. 

3. Prize Question of the Academy of Sciences at Paris for 1819. 

The Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris give as the subject 
for the prize essay to be decided March, 1819-—"To determine 
the chemical changes which take place in fruits during and 
after their ripening. 

** For the solution of this question, the influence of the 
atmosphere which surrounds the fruit, and the change it 
sufiers, ought to be examined with attention. 

" The observations may be confined to a few fruits of 
different kinds, provided that general consequences can be 
drawn from them.*' 

The reward is a gold medal 3oOo francs in value, and the 
latest period at which any memoir can be received will be 
1st. January 1819. 
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The subject ef a second reward is as follows 

** Ist. To determine by direct and accurate experiments) 
all the cflects of the diffraction of rays of light, cither direct 
or reflected, when they pass separately or together near the 
extremity of one or many bodies of an extent cither limited 
or indefinite^ having regard to the intervals of those bodies as 
well as to the distance of the luminous focus from whence the 
rays emanate. 

“ 2d. To conclude from those experiments by mathe¬ 
matical induction the motion of rays in their passage near 
to bodies." 

The reward is a gold medal of the value of 3000 francs. 

As the meetings close on the 1st of August 1818, the 
memoirs should be remitted to the secretary of the Institute 
before that time, that the experiments madej may be verified. 

4. Gottingen Chemical Prize for 1819. 

The Royal Society of Gottingen has offered a prize of fifty 
ducats for “ An accurate examination founded on precise ex« 
periments of Dalton’s theory of the expansion of liquids and 
elastic fluids, especially of mercury and atmospheric air by 
heat.’' 

The authors are to pay attention to the necessity alleged 
by Dalton for changing the progression of the degrees of the 
present thermoineti'ical scales. The memoirs must be trans¬ 
mitted to the Society before the end of September, 1819.* 

5. Boiling point of Fluids. 

M. Gay Lussac has in a late Number of the Annalcs de 
Chimie, shewn that the boiling point of water and other liquids 
varies independently qf atmospheric pressure. The circum¬ 
stances which influence it appearing to be the nature of the 
body which is in contact with the boiling fluid) the cohesion of 
the fluid, and the resistance which is opposed to a change of 
state, as in tlte cases of every other equilibrium of forces. 

Water boiled in a glass vessel rise^i to a temperature of more 


* This question has been discussed iu a Taper lately read to the 
Royal Society, by Or* Urc. 
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than one degree of the centegrade thermometer higher than 
when boiled in a metallic vessel; and the effect appears to be 
due to the nature of the surface in contact with the fluid ; this is 
rendered evident by placing a metallic surface in contact with 
water boiled in a glass vessel. If a flask of water be placed over 
a lamp until its temperature be raised to the point of ebullition, 
and it be noticed, and then a portion of iron filings thrown in, 
the temperature will fall, and the boiling will go on, as in a 
metallic vessel. 

It is to be observed that this effect of difference of tempera¬ 
ture appears to be not so much a constant and specific effect 
as the apparent result of other circuu.stances. Water boiled 
in a glass vessel and open to the air, is continually changing its 
temperature, sometimes rising and sometimes falling within a 
certain minute range, and these changes accord with the evo¬ 
lution of vapour from the fluid. Either water or alcohol, when 
boiled in glass vessels, do not generally give off vapour in n 
regular uniform way, but whole torrents rise at once from the 
•under surface with great force, producing a kind of cx]>losion ; 

the fluid is then quiet fur a moment, and then another gust of 

» 

vapour rises up. Now, during the time the vapour rises the 
temperature falls, and whilst the fluid is quiet the heat rises, so 
that it is continually changing; and as the lowest point is the 
true boiling point, it is evident that the mean temperature of 
water boiled in a glass vessel must be above that point. In a 
metallic vessel, on the contrary, as soon as the water or fluid 
has attained the boiling point, the conversion into vapour 
commences, and if the heat is continued, the steam is con¬ 
stantly and regularly generated and given off. 

M. Gay Lussac seems inclined to account for the effect in 
glass vessels by the cohesion of the fluid to the surface of the ■ 
vessel. It is evident that when vapour is formed in the 
interior of a liquid body, one force to be overeutne is the 
cohesion of the particles of the liquid; this force will of course 
be constant for the same liquid in vessels of every itiHrcrial. 
An analogous force is that exerted helwcen the liquid and the 
substance of the vessel, and this will vary with the substance; 
and as the vapour is generated at the point of contact be- 
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tween the fluid and the vessel, the variation of this force will 
vary the temperature at which vapour will be formed. 

M. Gay Lussac also gives> as another ])Ower which has 
influence in these phenomena, the resistance to a change of 
state; but observes, that it is diflicuU to analyze and describe; 
and he concludes in this part, that the conducting power fur 
heat, and the nature of the surface, appear to exert an influence 
on the boiling point of water; and that every thing else being 
equal, water boils more readily on a metallic surface than on 
a glass surface, and more readily in a glass vessel containing 
glass in powder, than in a glass vessel containing nothing but 
the fluid. 

The application which M. Gay Lussac proposes to make of 
the property which metals have of inducing ebullition before 
glass or earthen ware vessels, is to prevent those sort of explo¬ 
sions which take place in distillations. If into a retort, or 
flask, containing alcohol, water, or particularly sulphuric acid, 
some little pieces of platinum wire be put, the concussions, 
which are so violent as sometimes to break the vessels, will he 
prevented, and the vapour formed and liberated in a regular 
manner. This mode has been adopted for some years in this 
country by the makers of vitriol, where glass vessels are used 
to distil in. Where the retort is made of platinum, it is ob¬ 
viously unnecessary. 

M. Gay Lussac observes, that an important consideration in 
the graduation of thermometers arises from the above facts, and 
that the variation pointed out ought to be guarded against, 
as a source of error. 

6. Oxide of Lead crystallized. 

Mr. Houtan Labillardiere has described a crystallization of 
. the oxide of lead from its solution in soda. The solution had 
been left to itself during the winter, and had deposited many 
small crystals of a regular dodecahedral form, white, and semi¬ 
transparent. They were insoluble in water; on burning char¬ 
coal, were reduced to lead; and were not diminished in weight 
when heated in a platinum crucible. They dissolved without 
effervescence in nitric acid, the solution was not rendered 
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turbid by the nitrates of silver or barytes, but threw down a 
black precipitate with the hydrosulphuret of potash, and a 
white one with sulphuric acid, which was insoluble in nitric 
acid. These results prove the crystals to be pure oxide of 
dead* 

7* Crystallized Iodine. 

Some curious observations on the forms of crystallized iodine 
have been published in the Hibliothbquc Univcrselle. Crystals 
bad formed on the surface and at the bottom of a solution of 
iodine, by s1o>v evaporation, and were all of them cubes. In 
another solution they had formed in great abundance on the 
surface, and in the up])cr part of the bottles ; and with the ex¬ 
ception of a single crystal, which was rhoinboidal, were perfect 
cubes ; some of them w'ere as much as half a line in the side. 
The crystals increased rapidly in size, although the teD>peni- 
ture of the place was never above 45^5 of Fahrenheit, and 
was frequently at the freezing point of water. 

In the distillation of iodine from water, very fine crystals 
were obtained, hut of a different form. 'I'he apparatus was a 
retort, an adapter, and a globe. 'I'lie adaj)ter was preserved 
at a low temperature, and soon became lined with crystals 
resembling fern leaves. Each leaf appeared to bo attached to 
the glass by a sort of stalk, and they affected a parallelism with 
the axis of the adapter. Some of them were nearly an inch in 
length, diminishing gradually in width towards the end. 

8. Radiant Heat, 

MM. Dulong and Petit have lately given to the world a 
Memoir on Heat, which gained the prize medal for 1818, of the 
Academy of Sciences. 

The Paper is of considerable length. It contains researches 
of the most elaborate kind, and extreme accuracy appears to 
have been attained in every thing connected with them. 

The title of the Paper is “ On the Measure of Temperafwre.-., 
and OH the Laws of the Communication of Heat,'* Every part of 
the detail is of such interest, that an abridgement would 
hardly obtain justificatiuii, and the following translation of the 
conclusion, is only given as a condensed table of that which 
the body of the Paper contains. 
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** In distinguishing, as we have done, the losses of heat due 
to the contact of fluids and to radiation separately, it will be 
obsenredy that each of those effects is subject to particular laws. 
These laws should express the relations between the tempera* 
ture of the body and the velocity of its cooling in all circum¬ 
stances ; and it must be remembered, that by velocity of cooling 
(vitesse de refroidissementj we constantly mean the number of 
degrees which the temperature of a body falls during a con¬ 
stant but iniinitely minute portion of time. 

Law 1. If the cooling of a body placed in a vacuum termi¬ 
nated by a medium absolutely deprived of heat, or of the power 
of radiating, could be observed, the velocity of cooling would 
decrease in a geometrical progression, whilst the temperature 
diminished in an arithmetical progression. 

For the same temperature of the boundary of the 
vacuum in which a body is placed, the velocity of cooling for 
the excess of temperature in arithmetical progression, will 
decresuie, as the terms of a geometrical progression diminished 
by a constant number. The ratio of this geometrical progres¬ 
sion is the same for all bodies, and equal to 1.0077* 

3. The velocity of cooling in a vacuum for the same excess 
of temperature increases in a geometrical progression, the 
temperature of the surrounding body increasing in an arith¬ 
metical progression. The rat io of t he progression is also 1.0077 
for all bodies. 

4. The velocity of cooling due to the contact of a gas is 
entirely independent of the natur:^ of the surface of bodies. 

5. The velocity of cooling due to the contact of a fluid 
(gas), varies in a geometrical progression, the excess of tem¬ 
perature varying also in a geometrical tempemture. If the ratio 
of the last progression be 2, that of the ffrst is 2.3.5; what¬ 
ever the nature of the gas, or whatever its force of elasticity. 
This law may also he expressed, by saying, that the quantity 
of heat abstracted by a gas, is in all cases proportionate to the 
excess of the temperature of the body raised to the power of 
1.233. 

6. The eooling power of a fluid (gas) diminishes in a geo- 
metriesd progression, when its tension or elasticity diminishes 
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also in a geometrical progression. If the ratio of this second 
progression be the ratio of the first will be for air ; 

for hydrogen l^Ol; for carbonic acid 1,4;il ; fomlefiant ga-4 
1.415. This law may be expressed in the following manner 

The cooling power of a gas is, other things being equal, 
proportionate to a certain power of the pressure. The esc. 
ponent of this power, which depends on the nature of the gas, 
is for air 0.45 ; for hydrogen 0.315 ;* for carbonic acid 0.517; 
for olefiant gas 0.501* 

7. The cooling power of a gas varies with its temperature ; 
so that if the gas can dilate so as to preserve the same'degree 
of elasticity, the cooling power will be foimrl diminished by 
the rarefaction of tlie gas, just as much as it is increased by 
its being heated, so that ultimately it depends upon its tension 
alone. 

It may be perceived from the above prop(»sitions, that the 
law of cooling, composed of all the preceding laws, must be 
very complicated; it is not therefore given in common lan¬ 
guage but may be found in a mathematical form In the body 
of the memoir. 

9. On a Mode of preserving some Vegetable Remedies, By 

Marshall Hall, M.D. 

It is an object of much regret, that all the modes of preparing 
vegetable remedies hitherto employed are <lefeciive, and that no 
mode of preserving these subshinces with their virtues unim¬ 
paired, should have been discovered. Sometimes the process of 
preparation injures the virtues of the remedy, or extracts them 
partially only; in other cases, their subsequent preservation is 
imperfect. Dried vegetable remedies, extracts, tinctures, infu¬ 
sions, and decoctions, aie all liable to one or more of these ob¬ 
jections. 

Might not some of the vegetable remedies be preserved with¬ 
out subjecting them to any previous process, or to the action of 
any external agent, by which (heir virtues are partially destroyed, 
or only partially extracted 7 In the case of digitalis, cienta, 
hyoscyamus. Sec, the writer has taken the fresh herb, collected 


It is given as 0.36 in the Mimoire. 
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free from dew, and having rubbed the leaves, into the finest pulp, 
))c has simply formed a properly consistent mass, by the addition 
and careful intermixture of wfiitc suga^f or of dried soap. In 
this manner the vegetable may be long preserved ; and the ad* 
vantages are obtained of administering it throughout the year 
in its pristine state, and without previously subjecting it to any 
operation, or to the agency of any substance by which its pro¬ 
perties might be enfeebled or destroyed* It must remain to bo 
decided which of the two modes is the preferable one, and whe* 
ther each may not be better adapted than the other, for the pre¬ 
servation of particular substances. Either compound may be 
formed into pills, or mechanically suspended in a draught or 
mixture. 

10. On the spontaneous Combustion of Cotton Goods^ Vihich have 
been imbued with Linseed Oil, Bp Marshall Hall, M. D, 

It is well known that cotton goorls, cither intentionally, or 
accidentally, imbued with linseed oil, are liable to take fire 
spontaneously.* Two instances of the latter accident have oc¬ 
curred uitbin the vriitcr’s knowledge, by which the danger of 
dreadful fires was iricuried. Many fires in cotton mills arc pro* 
bably owing to this accident; and this reflection should suggest 
n particular caution on the part of the owners and insurei's of 
these manufactories. 

It has aho occurred to the writer, to see the spontaneous iu~ 
flammution of the oiled cotton itself, and to examine the heap 
of oiled cotton before and after the combustion had begun and 
had been arrested. The centre of this heap, even when far from 
the state of combustion, was many degrees higher than that of 
the surrounding atmosphere. 

The rationale of this phenomenon appears to be the following; 
the oil absorbs the oxygen from the contiguous atmosphere. 
This may be readily seen by enclosing a portion of cotton mois¬ 
tened with linseed oil in an inverted glass jar ; the enclosed gas 
is in the course of a short time diminished In bulk and deprived 


^ * See Nicholson’s Journal, toI. HI, p. 44. 
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of iU oxygon. In large heaps» a degree of increased temperature 
is induced by the consolidation of the oxygen gas. This in time 
augments, so as to induce that species of combustion, which con¬ 
sists in the propagation of sparks, but is unattended with flame. 
At length complete inflammation is induced. 

The transition from the slow combination of oxygen, to the 
stale of combustion without flame, and from this latter to in> 
flammation, is worthy of the particular attention of chemists. 

11. On the Moiri Metallique, or Fer blanc moiri. 

This IS an article of Parisian manufacture, much employed to 
cover ornamental cabinei work, dressing boxes, telescopes, opera 
glasses, &c. &c. and is prepared in the following manner. 

Sulphuric acid is to be diluted with seven or nine parts of 
water, then dip a sponge or rag into it, and wash with it the 
surface of a sheet of tin, which speedily will exhibit an appear¬ 
ance of crystallization, which is the Moire.* 

This effect however cannot be easily produced upon ever)' 
sort of sheet tin, for if the sheet has been much hardened by 
hammering or rolling, then the moire cannot be effected until the 
sheet of tin has hecii heated so as to produce an incipient fu- 
sioii on the surface, after which the acid will act upon it and 
produce the moire. Almost any acid will do as well as the sul¬ 
phuric, and it is said that the citric acid dissolved in a sufficient 
quantity of water, answers better than any other. 

The moire has of late been much improved by employing 
the blow pipe, to form small and beautiful specks on the surface 
of the tin, previous to the application of acid. 

When the moire has been formed, the plate is to be varnished 
and polished, the varnish being tinted with any glazing colour, 
and thus the red, blu**, green, yellow, and pearl coloured moires 
are manufactured. 

12. Reduction of the Oxide of Silver by Ammonia, 

A strong solution of ammonia saturated with oxide of silver. 


silk. 


The word Moire signifies watered^ as La Soic Moircc, watered 
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a:nd then filtered, was put away in a closely stopped bottle for 
between three and four months. At the end of that time being 
examined, the bottle was found lined with a brilliant coat of 
metallic silver. The stopper had become fixed in the bottle, but 
on tapping it with a piece of wood, the neck of the bottle fiew 
off with great force, being propelled by the expansion of a very 
condensed atmosphere within. A burning taper being intro* 
duc.:d into the bottle (which had been about two-thirds filled 
with the solution) was extinguished. The solution poured out 
was found still to contain much silver, in the stale of oxide. The 
crust of silver on the exterior of the bottle was spongy and po¬ 
rous in its tcxtuie, but having a brilliant compact surface in 
contact with the glass towards the lower part of the bottle; it 
was the thirtieth of an inch in thickness. An irregular mass of 
silver had formed in the bottom of the bottle, which when taken 
out presented an exact cast of the glass. No oxide of silver 
had been deposited nor was any fulminating compound formed. 
From the quantity of chloride yielded by the oxide remaining 
dissolved in the ammonia, about two-thirds of the whole quan¬ 
tity must have been reduced in this way by the decomposition of 
the ammonia. ,p 

13. Chinese mode of making Sheet Lead, 

Two large tiles perfectly fiat, are covered on one side, each 
with very thick paper; they are then placed horizontally with 
the paper surfaces together. The workman lifting up one angle 
of the uppermost plane, introduces a sulTicicnt quantity of melted 
lead to make a sheet, and immediately lowering the tile, jumps 
iqion it, and presses it strongly with his feet; the metal is thus 
extended into an irregular sheet, 

. To prevent the oxydatiun of the lead, they employ a kind of 
resin called dummer. 

14. Ignited Platinum IV^ire. 

la the last Number of the Journal it w'as mentioned, that Sir 
Humphry Davy's experiment of the glowing platinum wire 
could be made when the combustible used was camphor. This 
substance, from its portability, &c. is perhaps the best calculated 
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of any known to shew the experiment. If a piece of camphor, 
or a tew small fragments in a heap, be placed in any convenient 
situation, as on a shilling, the bottom of a glass, &c. and a piece 
of platinum wire, cither coiled or pressed up together, be heated 
and laid upon it, the platina will glow brilliantly as lung as any 
camphor remains, and will frequently light it up into a flame. 

15. Explosion from Fire-damp, 

A dreadful explosion took place in the coal mines of Warnes, 
near Mons, on the ^th of April, by which between thirty and 
forty of the workmen were killed and wounded. Sir H. Davy 
in passing through Flanders, found many very bad lamps in use, 
but no accidents had happened in these mines. Perfect models 
were left with them, which they gladly promised to imitate 
exactly. 

16. N^ew Products from Coal, 

It is said that Dr. Jassmeycr, Professor of Chemistry in 
Vienna, has made the disicovery of a means to extract from 
coals two hitherto unknown acids, a resin, a resinous gum, and 
other products, which ho has employed with success in the 
dying of wool, silk, hair, and linen; and that he has produced 
from them red, black, yellow, and various shades of brown and 
grey. The President of the Aulic Chamber, and other en« 
lightened judges of these matters, have given their approbation 
to the discovery. 

17< New Metal, 

M. Stromeyer has discovered the existence of a new metal 
in the ores of zinc; he calls it cadmium. It looks like tin, and 
its chemical habitudes much resemble zinc, but it is preci¬ 
pitated from its solutions in the metallic state by the latter 
metal. _ 

§ II. MxTEOaOLOOT. 

1. Rain of Earthy Matter, 

M. Semenlini, of Naples, has given an account, with an 
analysis, of a red rain, which fell in the kingdom of Naples and 
in Calabria, on 14th March, 1818. The weather at the time 
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was very stormy, with much thunder and lightning, and the sky 
dismally red. The people were much alarmed at seeing ihc 
red rain; some called it blood, others Jire, 

When the pow’dcr was collected and dried, it appeared of a 
yellow colour like canilla, unctuous to the touch, of an earthy 
taste, and a specific gravity of 2 , 07 . efiervesced with acids; 
heated, it became browu, black, and lastly red. It contained, 


Silcx 

33 

Aluminc 

- 15.5 

Lime 

- 11.5 

Chrome * 

1 

Iron 

14..^ 

Carbonic acid 

y 


84.5 

Loss 

15.5 


On examining the occasion of this loss, it was found to be 
a combustible substance soluble in alcohol, which when evapo¬ 
rated was adhesive, transparent, of a yellow colour, of an acrid 
resinous taste; and leaving, on combustion, a residuum of char.* 
coal. Its weight nearly equalled the observed loss. 

Specimens collected from different parts of the country 
differed in tbeir proportions, but not in the principles. M. Se- 
roentini appears to think that this powder cannot have had a 
volcanic origin, and observes that the presence of chrome as* 
similates it with meteoric stones. 

2. Halo, 

A beautiful halo appeared round the moon on the evening of 
Tuesday, April 14th, of immense size; it was seen from half¬ 
past eight till twelve o'clock, and probably at a much later 
hour. It was about forty-four degrees in diameter, and appeared 
situated above the clouds, which now and then came before it. 
The evening was clear and serene, and the embodied vapours 
always diminUhed its splendour. On the next evening it was 
again visible, but its diameter was now nearly forty-nine de¬ 
grees, an<l it appeared more broken. A similar halo was seen 
on the eighth of the same month; and it is probable, that the 
state of the upper redone of the atmosphere^ which gave rise to 
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these phenomena, had been nearly permanent during the whole 
time which intervened between the observations. 

3. Meteoric Iron. 

There is a character first pointed out in Germany, belonging 
to meteoric iron, which is, i)erhaps, not very generally known. 
It consists in the production of regular figures and crystalline 
facets on the polished surface of the iron, when moistened with 
nitric acid, analogous to those produced in the moire metal- 
lique. This character has been found to belong to all the well 
known specimens of. meteoric iron that have been tried, and as 
distinctly in the grains found in meteoric stones, as in larger 
masses of the metal; but it has been looked for in vain in the 
native iron of Charlesdorf, of Veiben, of the hill of Briandi (de 
Chladni) of Peru, and in the mass at the Cape, fiist made known 
by Barrow and Dankelmann. 

4. Earthquake. 

A violent shock of an earthquake was felt at eighteen minutes 
after midnight, on the 7th of April, in the commune of 
Latour, in the province of Pignerol, and was followed by four 
others. The inhabitants left their houses. There wore several 
shocks also on the 9th, but weaker than the former. 

5. Ice from the North* 

From the accounts brought to this country by various vessels, 
it appears that immense masses and quantities of ice are floating 
down from the North, as was the case during last spring and 
summer. A packet from Halifax saw one 200 yards in height 
and apparently seven leagues in circumference, standing south¬ 
ward with the current. Captain Quereau, of the Grand Turk, 
which arrived at Derry, from New York, states that on l5tb of 
February, lat. 43° he passed several immense floating islands of 
ice, some miles in extent and from three to four hundred feet 
high. The ship, with strong westerly gales, was two days among 
them. 

6. Description of the Lake which has been formed in the Valley 
of BagnCf in the Valaise* Map 19* 

This valley, situated five leagues beyond St. Branchier, is very 
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narrow at the entrance, being formed by the steep side of Man- 
voisin on the souths and on the north by Mount Pleureur, whi&h in 
its height exceeds even the former. The lower part of the latter 
presents a rocky surface above 500 feet in height, ^nd this is 
capped by the immense glacier of Chedroz, which rises up to 
the summit of the mountain. 

From this glacier enormous blocks of ice are precipitated 
almost daily, which falling into the valley, are accumulated by 
the rocks, where dissolving, they form cascades, which descend 
in all directions. The river Draiicc, which results from the 
waters of more distant glaciers, in passing through this valley, 
Jias formed for itself a bed under the mass of ice and snow 
thus accumulated, and is for some distance hidden from the 
day. 

Within the last three years the magnitude of this subordinate 
glacier has very much increased, and during the last winter, the 
passage by which the river made its exist has been closed. The 
waters have, therefore, been retained within the valley, and now 
make an immense lake, connne<i on one side only by this wall of 
ice. This barrier extends directly across the valley, and has 
(ixed itself against the two ojiposed mountains. Its length, at 
the upper part is about 500 feet, its width below at least 900 
feet, and its height near the side of Mauvoisin, the lowest part, 
near 220 feet; on the opposite side it is considerably more. 

On the 14th May the lake was 7200 feet in length, and 
630 in width, its greatest depth ISO feet; but it continued to 
increase daily. On the 10th and llth of May, it rose eight 
inches in twenty-four hours; and on the 12th and 13th, the in¬ 
crease was three feet in twenty-four hours. The difference, 
however, is partly due to the variable inciinnrinn of the sides of 
the valley, and the melting of the snows. 'I'hc level of the lake 
Ms about 100 feet above the foot of the icy embankment. 

The government of the canton of Va!ui«, to prevent the 
ravages which would result from a sudden inundation, have 
set on foot such works as are practicable; they consist in the 
formation of a channel, or gallery cut through the ice, and the 
work was began at a height of about 50 feet above the level of 
the lake) that sufficient time might be gained to complete it 
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before the ivatera filled the works. It is expected, that thrf 
barrier itself remains firm, the waters will, on gaining the 
opening, issue forth there, and gradually thawing the ice, will 
deepen this artificial river bed, und lower the lake* 

In 1595, an inundation took place in this same valley, from 
an exactly similar cause. It destroyed the villages situated on 
the banks of the Drance, and carried away great part of thb 
town of Martigany; but it is hoped, from the precautions 
taken, that a repetition of these mUfortunes will not occur; 
and from the immense body of ice accumulated, no fears arc 
entertained that the liberation of the waters will be sudden. 

A calculation has been made, by order of the government of 
the canton of Vaud, of the effect that would be produced on 
the river Rhine, supposing the waters thus pent up to be let 
loose at once; and the result is, that that river would not rise 
mure than four feet, if such an event sliould happen ; therefore 
whilst the river is low, no harm would result to that Canton ; 
if the waters were previously somewhat elevated, parts would 
be inundated. Various signals have been established on the 
elevated and important parts of the country, to give notice 
should a sudden rupture of the icc take place. 

June 2. The waters of the lake still continue to increase, 
and the gallery is not yet finished. The difficulties which arise 
in the progress of it aie very great, and the danger imminent. 
Avalanches of ice and iitinicnse stones fall about the works 
from the Mauvoisiii side, and very much retard the efforts of 
the men. The ice itself is penetrated by water in every direc¬ 
tion. Every aperture forms a fountain, and every stroke 
covers the workmen with water. On the 27th of May, vio¬ 
lent noises were heard in the mass of ice, and some immense 
blocks rose up from the bottom of the lake. It was imagined 
the whole glacier would give way, and the men left their 
work. Nothing further, however, happened, and the men 
resumed their labours. Six days' labour remained on the 30th 
of May to complete the gallery, and the time was anxiously 
looked fur, when the waters h;xving a passage, the inhabitants 
might resign, in part, their fears of a sudden inundation. The 
gallery, when finished, will be more than 700 feet in length. 
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Iir. Natukat, History, 

§ 1. Zoology, Botany, &c. 

1. Zoopht/tic Animals. 

Mr. Lesueur, now in Philadelphiu, made many curious ob« 
serrations on molluscous and zoo2>hytic animals, during his 
passage from Europe to America. He collected and delineated 
the animals of many different species of Isis, Gargania, Alcyo- 
niuni, Alcandritcs, &c., and obtained a beautiful series of 
Actinia, shewing the gradual transition into the animal Ma* 
dreporc. His attention was also directed to the different 
vermes that occur, as well in. the interior as on the exterior of 
li::;hes. 

C. Hoopoe. 

One of those birds, called the Hoopoe, exactly resembling 
that fig\u*cd in Edwards's Gleanings of Natural History, was 
shot on the 2nil of May, by the game-keeper of the Earl of 
Mount Edgecuuibc, near his Lordship’s mansion. The bird is 
remarkable for a towering crest of long feathers, tipj)ed with 
blnck, and though njigratoiy, rarely occurs in this country. 
It is common in must parts of the Continent, and is found in 
the East Indies, particularly at Ceylon. It is usually of the 
size of a blackbird, but this was rather larger. 

3. JVhite Spoon Bill, 

On Saturday 23d of May, a fine specimen of the Tlatalea 
Lcucoi'odia, or White Spoon-bill, was shot on the river Yare* 
by a gentleman of Norwich. It measured two feet eight 
inches, and weighed three pounds and a half. The bill was 
seven inches long. The remains of a great number of shrimps 
>vere found in the craw. 

4. Osprey, 

A beautiful male bird, the Falco Halieetus of Linnaus, or 

# 

Osprey, was shot in the middle of May, at Braydon, seai^ 
Norwich. The bird is preserred in the Collection of Mr. W. 
Ayres, of Norwich. It is said also, that one of these birds was 

Vol'.V. Cc 
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shot fit Brockleslyt in the early part of May, which measured 
five ieet between the tips of the wings when extended. 

5. PfVd Fly^catcher, 

That rare bird, the Pied Fly-catcher, (Muscicapa Abricapella 
of Linnseus) was seen last month in the woods below Chirk 
Castle, in Shropshire. The same' bird was obser>'ed in the 
May of lost yeaf, near the same spot. 


§ II. Geology^ Mineralogy, 4rc. 

1. New MineraL^^Hydrate of Silica and Alumina. 

M. Iieon Dufour has found a mineral in the neighbourhood 
of Saint Sever, which appears to be new. It occurs in an 
argillacious gravelly soil, in detached pieces, from two to four 
or five inches in diameter. It is generally of a fine white colour, 
without lustre, but is found sometimes with the semi-trans¬ 
parency of opal. Its hardness is between that of limestone 
and lithomarga, and in many characters it approaches to 
the latter substance. Its fracture is dull; its composition 
homogenous. ?t is easily cut by a knife, and yet is singularly ' 
fragile: when struck by a hammer, it breaks into very an¬ 
gular pieces. It is sofe to the touch, and may be polished 
very highly by friction. It adheres strongly to the tongue, 
but has no argillaceous or earthy odour, when breathed upon. 
It does not effervesce with acids, nor form with water a duc¬ 
tile paste. Its colour is not changed by heat. It has been 
observed to diffuse a very singular smell of apples, particu¬ 
larly when newly fractured. 

analysis, made by M. Pelletier, has given the consti¬ 
tuents of lOO parts of this mineral, as silex 50, alumine 32, 
water 26, there being a loss of 2 parts. 

2. Siliaferous Sub~sulphate of Alumine, 
pr. Henry, of Manchester, has described and analysed a 
peculiar substance, apparently the result of slow chemical 
action, found in the old hollows of a coal mine. It has exactly 



Mucellaneota Intelligence^ 377 

the appearance, as well as consistency, of hogs-lard, and was 
mistaken at first for it by the miners. Its taste is siib-acid* 
It dries in the air, splitting like starch. When heated strongly, 
it becomes so hard as to stratch glass. An analysis gave its 


proportions as follows: 

Water - - - - 88.1 

Alumine • - • » 6.5 

Sulphuric acid ... 3.0 

Silica - . - - 3.4 


1.00 


U has been called siliciferous sub-sulphatc of alumine. 

3. Sliding Mountain. 

A large portion of mountain, covered with rocks and fir 
trees, separated from the highest region, on the 4th of April, 
near the village of Soncebos, in the valley of St. Imier, in 
Switzerland, and covered with its stupendous wreck, more 
than 300 paces of the great road to Brienne. A few moments 
later, a party of travellers, who were witnesses of this terrific 
spectacle, would have been its victims. 

4. Fossil Remains, 

A considerable quantity of bones, of large size, were dis¬ 
covered last year, buried in the earth, in the neighbourhood 
of the village of Tiede, neai* Brunswick. They were examined 
by M. Dahne, who appears to have distinguished parts of the 
skeletons of five elephants. There were nine tusks among 
them, one of which was 14 feet in length, another 11, and 
many grinders, in which the enamel was arranged exactly 
as in the teeth of the African elephant. A complete head 
*of a rhinoceros, with the horn and teeth, was also found very 
little altereil, and likewise the horns of two kinds of stags. 

These bones were found on the summit of a hill, in a bank 
of clay soil, from 1.5 to 30 feet in thickness. Tiiey were dsH 
covered in working a stone quarry under the clay stratum, by 
M. Bergjer, of Brunswick. They arc not at all altered, except 
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io the loss of organized animal matter, and were lying in a 
scattei'ed and confused manner in the earth. 

M. Dahne, in endeavouring to account for this accumula¬ 
tion of bones belonging to different animals, supposes that the 
animals existed in immense islands ; that some great revolu¬ 
tion of the globe inundated their habitations, and forced them 
to the highest spot for shelter from the waters, that the waters 
still rising, they all perished together, that the perishable 
parts of their carcases were carried away by the waters, and 
that an earthy deposition soon enveloped the bones, and left 
them nearly in the state they are now found. 

5. Embedded Diamonds. 

An aggregate substance has been found in the Diamond 
Mines on the banks of the river ligitonhdnha in Brazil, 
containing*' or enveloping diamonds, gold, iron, &c. The 
rock coxisists of an aggregate of small quartz pebbles, ffrmly 
set in indurated iron sand; but it is doubtful whether this be 
the true ^matrix of the diamond, or only a consolidation of 
particles around it. 

6. Zircon. 

This mineral has, we understand, been discovered by Dr. 
Mac Culloch, in Sutherland. It occurs in a compound rock^ 
formed of copper coloured mic^, hornblende, and felspar. This 
rock forms one of the ocasional beds in the gneiss, and bears 
a resemblance in its composition to the zircon syenite of the 
north of Europe; the ci^stals, a quarter of an inch in length, 
are well defined, and their colour is an obscure crimson, ap¬ 
proaching to that of cinnamon. 

, _ _ 

§ 111. AnatohTj Medicine, &c. 
i. Anatomical Prize Question for I819. 

4 

^The annual prize of 300 francs, founded by M. Alhumbert, 
is to be awarded in the ensuing year by the Academy of Sciences 
at Paris, and they have in consequence announced that they will 
give a gold medal of 300 francs value to the author of the best 
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anatomical description of those intestinal worms, known under 
the names of Ascaris lumbricariit, and Echinorh 3 mchus gigas. 
One object of the author should be to ascertain whether these 
animals have nerves and blood vessels, or not. 

The papers arc to be sent to the Secretary of the Academy^ 
before the 1st of January 181^. 

2 . Newly dUcvccTcd Memhrant in the Eye. 

24, Aungler Street, Dublin, June IS, 1818. 

Doctor Jacob, Demonstrator of Anatomy in the University 
of Dublin, has discovered, and demonstrated in his lectures on 
the diseases of the eye, this spring, a membrane covering the 
external surface of the retina, in man and other animals. Its 
extreme delicacy accounts for its not having been hitherto no* 
riccd. He arrived at the discovery by means of a new method 
of displaying uml examining this and other delicate parts. He 
urgues from analogy, the necessity of the existence of such a 
membrane, as parts so different in structure and functions as the 
retina and choroid coat roust otherwise be in contact, in contra¬ 
diction to fhe provisions of the animal economy in general. A 
detailed account of the discovery, with the method of displaying 
tlie membrane, is in preparation, and will shortly be laid before 
the public. 

3. Medical Prizes for \%^0, 

The Medical Society of Emulation at Paris, has proposed to 
adjudge two prizes, each of hve hundred francs value, to the 
authors of the best dissertations on the following questions. 

** What are the advantages which medicine has derived front 
military and naval practice, since the commencement of the 
wars of the revolution, down to the time of the general peace V* 

• What are the particular conformation, tendencies, and func¬ 
tions of that system of organs named the nervous ganglia of or¬ 
ganic life, the great sympathetic nerve, the great intercostal, the 
trisplanchnic (trisplanchnique), drc. ? And what are the malaq 
dies, as far as it is possible to ascertain ibem, in which this sys¬ 
tem of nerves is essentially V* 

The dissertations must be written in French or Latin, and sent 
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free of-postage, before 31st August 1819, to M. Breschet, 
Secretary to the Society, Rue de la Jussienne, No. 17> ^ Paris. 

4. Use of Tar in Tulmonary Consumption, 

Experimentb have lately been made on the use of the vapour 
of tar in pulmonary consumption, and, it is said, with very fa¬ 
vourable results. The following is the method recommended, 
With each pound of Ur (such as is used in the cordage of ships), 
mix half an ounce of cream of tartar, heat the mixture in a 
sound vessel, and be careful that no combustion of any portion 
of the tar takes place, but merely an evaporation. The vapour 
may then be inhaled for several hours together. It at first some¬ 
times occasions head-ache, but this soon goes off, and the good 
effects become in some duys evident. 

5. On the Use of distilled Sea-water. 

Some very extensive expeiiments have been made in France 
on the use of distilled sea-water in the preparation of food, and 
as a beverage, and they have afforded favouiublc restiUs. The 
men upon whom the experiments were miwle, were principally 
crimitiMls, and for the most p^irt galley slaves at the ports of 
Brest, Toulon, Rochefort, &c. Most of the individuals knew 
that they were drinking nothing but distilled sca-water, and that 
.a suspicion was entertained of some paiticular effect belonging to 
it, but some were nut aware of the trials made upon them. They 
were dieted in the way that seamen arc, with the exception of 
two meals of fresh meat per week. 

Some of the men complained of pains in the bowels and 
diarrhoea, and others sutfeicd under various slight indispositions ; 
the complaints however appeared to be without cause, and the 
real indisjiositions, from their removal without changing their 
mode of living) were shewn to be casual and not dependant upon 
the water. Ihe health of many of them appeared to be im- 
Iproved during the time they remained subjects of trial. 

The individual experience of intelligent persons has also con¬ 
firmed the favourable conclusion drawn from the above experi¬ 
ments, aud in no case has it been found to possess the sharp 
^ite or caustic qualities ascribed to it. 
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The inference drawn by the Commissioners who were ap* 
pointed to ascertain the effects ari»ttig from the constant use of 
distilled sea-water is the same; they all conclude that it may be 
employed both in cooking, and as a beverage, for a month at 
least, without any injury to the health. The presumption is, 
that it may be used nearly as good common water, and that it 
affords a resource which at times may be of great importance; as 
in long voyages, and particularly in those of discovery. 

6. Medical Properties of Salt, 

The importance and value of salt as an introduction unto food, 
becomes continually more evident, as its medicinal properties are 
rendered more distinct and fully known. Among other salu¬ 
brious virtues, may be mentioned its anthcdmintliick properties, 
which have been rendered very evident by the publication of 
some lute cases. It appears that whenever suit is denied to the 
human being, diseases of the stomach arc general, and that 
worms are engendered in the body ; and in one instance, where 
a person, from aversion to that substance, had refused it either 
ill food, or in any other form, they appear to have been the 
consequence, and remained fur many years. 

in Irclaiul, salt is a well known common remedy for bots in 
the horse; and among tho poor people, a dose of common salt 
is esteemed a cure for the worms. 

I 


IV. General Literature, and Miscellaneous 

Intelligence. 

i. British. Museum, 

From the annual returns of this Institution, it appears that its 
total receipts for the year ending 25th of March, 1818, were 
^*12,455. 12 j. 5d, and.its expenditure iCl 1,724 Id- leaving 
a surplus in hand of ^731. 3s. 4d. A quantity of duplicates 
which are about to bo sold, ate expected to produce the sum of 
XlOOO. which sum has been engaged for the purchase of the 
Gingueue Library, at Paris. The duplicates of Dr. Buruey's 
Library, which cannot be sold before the year 1819* are ex* 
pected to produce a sum of between three and four thousand 
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pounds^ and will be brou^t into the account as a dcdiictiuu 
fiom the parliamentary grant for that year. The number of per- 
90TU admitted to view the Museum during the last year, was 
60>173> being nearly double the number admitted in 1812. 

2. Pompeia, Herculaneum^ 

The idea that Pompeia and Herculaneum were destroye<l by 
an eruption of Vesuvius in the year 79* has been very generally 
received. A new opinion however has been advanced respecting 
the destruction of these two cities, which attributes it to a rising 
of the waters of the sea, and a deposition of hnely divided matter 
from themf It is asserted that a formation similar to that whic.h 
covers' Pompeia is daily forming on the shores at Naples, and 
that Herculaneum is covered by a mass of tufa, and not by 
lava. There is little doubt but that Herculaneum has been bu¬ 
ried in consequence of the action of water, but whether by a, 
wave of the sea, or by torrents thrown out from the volcano, is 
more uncertain. FompeU has probably been covered by a gra¬ 
dual lall of ashes. 

3. Herculaneum MSS. 

Dr. Sickler*s endeavours to unroll the Herculanean MSS. 
completely failed, so that as yet no great approach has been ’ 
made tpwards a knowledge of the contents of these remains of 
ancient literature. Sir H. Davy intends whilst abroad, to exa^ 
mine minutely the state of these rolls, and to ascertain whether 
chemical agencies may not be importantly applied in facilitating 
their developemeut. There can be no doubt but that some im¬ 
portant results will be gained. 

4. Model of “Roman Measures. 

A model was found in the year 1816 in the excavation at 
Pompeia, of some ancient Roman measures, and a description 
of it has since been published in the Italian Journals. It was sup. 
posed to be either the mold or the pattern of a public measure, 
and consisted of two oblong tables of tufa, placed the one on 
the other, with lateral supports of the same stone. In the upper 
surface of the tirst table, which was 8} palms long, and 2^ 
wide, five circular cavities of various dimensions had been 
jbrmed in a right line; in the bottom of each cavity was a 
small holc^ which could be shut by a small piece of brass when- 
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ever it was necessary, and opened after measurement for the pur¬ 
pose of drying the measure. In the four corners of the same 
table were cylindrical holes, much smaller than those described^ 
and having apertures not made through to the bottom, but side* 
ways, in a transverse line. 

This instrument is considered as a standard measure for li¬ 
quids, and the Italian antiquary has concluded, from some pieces 
of lead fastened into the end, and which are supposed to be the 
remains of hinges, that each of the larger cavities had a cover 
fitted to it. There wcic live inscriptions on the under side of 
this model, but so much effaced that they could not be read. It 
is supposed, that they wore tlie names of the six larger measures. 
An inscription rennains on the front of the stone, which in¬ 
forms tif that Aalus Clodiics Flaccus, son of Aulus, and I^arcitis 
ArcIUus CalduSt son of Narcius, duumvirs (f justice, were or- 
tiered by decree of the DccHt'io7ics, to equalise the public measure, 
it is somewhat singular, that the Romans, who were so 
(•areful of every thing concerning the duration of public pro¬ 
perty, should imvc clioscn so bad a material for the forma¬ 
tion oi this standard, as tufa. 

5. Roman Siaiion. 

About seven nnles east of Grantham, in the parish of 
ilaceby, by the bridge and turnpike, on the side of a hill 
commanding u view of Boston Haven, were lately discovered, 
very considerable remains of ancient buildings, tessellated 
pavements, and other indications of a fixed military station of 
the Uouians. Already various apartments have been laid 
open, and a high treat afforded to antiquaries, who are daily 
docking to the spot. Tessellated pavements, belonging to 
three distinct apartments near the road, have been uncovered, 
and gs the work of slow and careful search proceeds, similar 
ingenious and beautiful pavements are beginning to make 
their appearance at some distance on the south-west' side of 
the field. One of the apartments is a sudatory (or sweating' 
' bath) the due and furnaces of which are very distinct. Sir 
Joseph Banks, and other competent judges agree in opii^n. 



584 Mi^Mfnews Tnfell^ence, 

that it is the Causettnit of the Romans, which has been dis¬ 
covered, The place has^ from time immemorial, been called 
the Roman Hill^ but nothing had been before discovered to 
. fix a belief of it having been occupied by that people. The 
Causennis was formerly suj^posed to have been at Bridge Cos- 
terton, but the discovery of these remains have now destroyed 
that (^nion. 

6 . Temple of Castor and Pollux. 

Excavations have been made by the Count de Blacas, around 
the antient temple of Castor and Pollux, at Home; and already 
many fragments uf the fastes consulares have been disco¬ 
vered. The object of the excavations is a knowledge of the 
plan of the building, and it is entrusted to the care of M. 
Cariaty, of the French Academy. 

7 . Antient Sepulchre. 

The French papers give an account of a very interesting 
piece of antiquity discovered near Chiusi, by a peasant, whilst 
digging in a field On the 5th of last February. It consisted of a 
sepulchral chamber of a 1 ‘ectangular form, near seven fathoms 
long and five broad. The entrance door has two folds, which 
turn freely upon their hinges. Eight funeral urns, orna¬ 
mented with huntan heads and foliage, were found in the in¬ 
terior in fine preservation, and upon the edges uf the covers 
are engraved several Etrurian inscriptions, many of which are 
perfectly distinct. • Five of tiic urns are smaller than the rest, 
and variable in size. They all contained ashes, and the re¬ 
mains of burnt bones. The whole chamber was in good 
preservation, and great care has been taken to preserve it 
from injury. 

8 . Remains of an ancient Building at Paris. 

The remains of an ancient building uf large size, were lately 
found in a garden of the Faubourg de Perigueux, at Paris; the 
. ruins appear to extend beyond the garden beneath the road 
which is next to it, and fiu* into a field on the opposite side. 
They consist of pavements, bricks, broken walls, marbles, 
'and other antiquities of this kind. The most remarkable is a 
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pavement 24 feet by 12, ornamented in the middle by a piece' 
of rou^h mosaic work, in bad taste, surrounded by a Btucco 
floor. Some small articles in metal, as two medals of Con- 

4 

stantinc the younger; a bronze die, intended apparently to 
strike a small ornament, have been found. It is not sup¬ 
posed that the place was built before the Hfth century. 

9. indent Sarcophagus. 

A stone sarcophagus has been forwarded to the Asiatic So¬ 
ciety, which was dog out of Die foundation of some ancient 
ruins, about eight miles fi'oin Bushire. It contained^ when 
discovered, the disjointed bones of a human skeleton, perfect 
iu their shape, but they broke down in a short time after 
their exposure to the atmosphere. The vessel is of calcareous 
sandstouH, the lid of a nucacious rock, and it was fastened 
down by metallic jnns. This is the second of the kind which 
has been discovered. Those which are usually dug up, are 
of baked clay, and it is concluded, that these rarer kind Con¬ 
tain the remains of eminent personages. 

10. Ancient Mausoleum. 

A mausoleum, in complete preservation, has been lately 
discovered at Hyeres, in France. It is three metres long, and 
two wiile ; is in white mosaic, and contains a dolphin and an 
urn in blue mosaic. By the side of this mausoleum, was also 
found another of a similar kind. 

11, Antiquities at Aoignon. 

Some ancient monuments, in a very grand style, have been 
discovered lately in digging up the ground in the square on 
which the town-hall stands at Avignon. Magnificent columns 
have been found, 15 feet below the surface. The excavationa 
are continued with great activity. It is supposed, that these 
columns have been buried since the time that Domitius Oeno* 
barbus, in the year 619 of the Roman Republic, destroyed the 
Vindalium, a fine city of the Gauls, from the ruins of whkAi 
arose Avenio. 



Misc«iUtn€m$ iHUUigence. 

13. Anfient Amphora, 

April. Some labourers diggings gravel on tbe^road leading 
to Wimpule, ^in Cambridgeshire, discovered in an old Roman 
tumulus about fourteen inches below the surface of the earth, 
a stone slab which covered the mouth of a large amphora full 
of water; in which was found a black vase of terra-cotta 
about half filled with human bones; and also t^wo smaller vessels 
of red terra-cotta with handles. 

13. Ancient Coins. 

Foity-aix shillings, scarcely injured by time, of the early part 
of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, were discovered in a small 
silver box in the middle of April, by a man while ]ilougbing a 
piece of ground at Oxcomb, near Louth in Lincolnshire. 

A gold coin of the value of eighteen shillings of the reign 
of Julius Gffisar was dug up a few weeks since by a servant of 
Mr. Johnson at Tenterden in Kent, and is in tolerable i/rescr- 
vation. 

A copper coin of the reign ofthe Emperor Alexander Scvenis 
was dug up in the beginning of last month by the workmen* 
whilst making the inclosure nearest to the Pavilion at Brighton, 
which is to be called the Regents Steyoe, 


In excavating the site of a very ancient house in Wade Lane, 
LeecU, belonging to Mr. H. Kemplay, the workmen discovered 
a quantity of ancient coins. They were found loose in the 
earth about ttvo feet below the surface, and appear to have 
been jdaced there previous to the erection of the building. 
As the building was one of the most ancient in the place, it is 
judged the coins must have been there many hundred years ; 
they are of cop))er, or as is supposed by some of Corinthian 
brass, and so much injured by time that the inscriptions are 
extremely imperfect. The impression is a crowned head, 
wMch though nearly similar on all of them, is not exactly the 
same; the reverses arc various, some having a female figure, 
others that of a man, and vaiying in attitude. They aro 
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probably earlyllonian coins, and one appears to be of the time 
of the emperor Otbo; but how they became deposited in their 
late situation is difficult to conjecture. 

14. Antique Gold Ring. 

A massy gold ring, three-quarters of an ounce weight, was 
found last month in cutting the new road at Stanwix, with a 
number of characters similar to those on the pillar in New¬ 
castle church yard. 

15. Pug€t*s Head of tlie Saviour, 

The head of the S.aviour, the chefd*auvre of Francis Puget, 
the celebrated French sculptor, has accidentally been discovered 
at Marseilles. It belonged to one who knew nothing of its 
value, and who bad given it to a workman to clean. It was 
suffered to lie unregarded in the shop until accidentally ex¬ 
amined by a Roman sculptor (Canova?) who recognised it. 
Puget began this head at the age of thirty, and devoted tea 
years of labour to it. 

16. Mosaic Art, 

The art of working in mosaic, though entirely unknown 
here as a practical study, holds a high rank among the Italians 
in the fine arts; and the various cities of that part of Europe 
vie with each other in the production of superior works and 
distinguished mastem in this branch of design. The following 
observations are taken from the BibUoteca Italiana (of Milan) 
they are contained in the review of the Arts and Sciences tor 
1817* and will convey an idea of the importance and interest 
attached to mosiac work by the Italians. 

In Mosaic work also we are able, since Professor Raphael 
lias resided here, to come in competition with Rome itself: 
he is perfectly acquainted with a method of making coloured 
pastes, which is unknown to any but his family, even to the 
Roman artists themselves. This professor is the Arst who 
has rendered the execution of very minute objects possible; 
by means of his spun paste (paste JilateJ he emulates by the 
mosaic art the Aneat touches not only of the picture but the 
miniature. Praise ought also to be given to another im- 
provement of this art, which consists in a better method of 
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laying down tlie first design and in filling it up, so that the 
lines shall remain undisturbed and correct. In the Roman 
sc)ioo1, by striking and compressing the pieces they are moved 
backwards and forwards in all directions, and their accuracy 
much diminished. 

This school has already pupils of great merit, among which 
may be named the son of Signor Rafikelle, Ruspi Morelli, 
Banfi Pizzamano, Migliavacca, and many others. It will be 
sufficient in confirmation of the commendations which it 
deserves^ to observe that the largest work of this kind since 
the restoration of this art- in Italy, has been undertaken and 
successfully completed in an admirable style of workmanship, 
and in a very short time, at Milan. This is the famous Supper 
of Leonardo da Vinci. It is 15 braccia by 7h which is above 
39^ feet by 14}, and is nearly one-third larger than the largest 
in St. Peters at Rome.’* 
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Art. XXIL Metboroloqicai. Diart for the Months of 
March, April, and May, x8i8, kept at Earl Spbmcbr’s 
Seat at Althorp, in Northamptonshire. The Thennomctct 
hangs in a north-eastern aspect, about five feet from thfc 
ground, and a foot froni the wall. j 


meteorological diary 

for March, 1818. 


Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

iWednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday^ 

Tuesday 



Thermometer. 

Low. 

High. 

35 

41 

33 

47 

32 

48 

33 

44 . 5 - 

37 

42 

34 

46 , 

32 

48 

37 

45 

3 * 

38 

27 

39 

3 * 

42 

30 

4 * 

3 * 

4 L 5 

30 

45.S 

37 

44.5 

33 

45 

37 

48 

34 

52 

37 

49 

44 

50 

3 * 

48 

36.S 

47 

43 

46 

3 * 

46*5 

33 

45 

30 

38 

29.S 

43 

3 * 

42 

37 

46 

38 

5 * 


46 



28,67 

29*00 

29*10 

28,72 

29,18 

29.20 

29,28 

28,70 


29,18 

29.50 
29,88 
29,80 

29.50 
29,78 

29,07 

29.50 
29.40 
29,49 
29,87 

30**7 

30,03 

30,00 

30,21 


29,40 

29,40 

,9.36 

29,00 

28,80 

29.2c 

28,60 

28,98 

29,20 

29,16 

29.23 

28,80 

29.52 

'29,62 

29,10 

29.48 

29.79 

29.84 


Wind. 



W 

WbS 

S 

SW 

SW 

W 

WbS 

W 

NE 

W 

SE 

SW 



SW 

SW 

SW 

S£ 

SW 

WbS 

SW 

w 

w 

WbS 

wsw 

WbN 

NW 

SW 

S 

W 

W 

W 

SW 

w 

SW 

wsw 

wsw 

WbN 

WNW 

NW 

N 

SSE 

SSE 

WNW 

NE 
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Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 


METEOROLOGICAL DIARY 


for April, 1818. 


Thermometer. Barometer. 



Wind. 




35 44 

36 46 

36 43 

35 45 

z6 49 
40 52 

37 39 

34 59 

47 53 

4 * 5 < 

43 49 

30 46 

28.5 4S 

33 54 

35 55 

34 54 
42 . 55 

37 49 

29 49 

29 so 

26.5 52 

36 48 

39 

38 

37 45 

4 * 55 

49 

42 58 

32 60 

38 49 


Morn. Even. Mom. Even. 



29*59 

29,30 

29,17 

29,41 

29,08 

29,87 

29,93 

29,58 

29,60 

29*39 

29.27 

29,00 

29,70 

29.60 

29.61 

» 9>44 

29,24 

29,08 

29*32 

29,24 

29,60 

29,85 

29,70 


29,42 

29.21 

29*17 

29.20 

29*23 

29*93 

29,70 

29*58 

29,50 

29.22 

29.21 

29*43 

29*65 

29,65 

29,60 

29,50 

29*42 

29*24 

29,10 

29*35 

29,40 

29,80 

29,80 

* 9*47 
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E 

NE 

E 

SW 

ssw 

NW 

wsw 

SW 

SW 

SW 

NW 

WSW 

SB 

SSE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

ENE 

SSE 

E 

£ 

NE 

NE 

E 

£ 

S' 

SW 

Sne 


NE 

NE 

NE 

E 

SSW 

WNW 

E 

SW 

SW 

£SE 

NE 

SW 

ssw 
ssw 
E , 
ENE : 
ENE : 
ENE 
ENE , 
ENE 
ESE 
ENE 
£ 
NE 
NE 
£ 

S 

SW 

ESE 

£N£ 
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METEOROLOGICAL DIARY 
for May, i8i8. 


Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Thursday ^ 

Friday 

Saturday 

Sunday 


Thermometer. 

1 

1 Barometer. 

Wind. ' 

Low. 

1 

High. 

1 

Mom. 

Even. 

Mom. 

Even. 


47 

34 

43 

44 

45 
47 

43 

39 

47 

40 

46 

44.5 

40 

4a 

44 

45 

48 

39 

36 

45 

33 

34 

35 
4* 

46 

45 

4 * 

43 

44 

40 


55 

59 

60 

61 

63 

64 

65 129,50 



58 29,44 


57 l29»9o 
60 129,98 


64 130,24 
60 130,24 
62 [30,20 


68 .30,17 


W 
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E 

W 

W 
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S 

sw 
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E 

E 

sw 
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NW 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

£ 
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NE 

NE 

NE 
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E 

E 

WbS 

W 

SE 

SW 

E 

SW 

SE 

S 

WSW 
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SW 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 

NE 
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Vo 
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Select LUt of Nem ’PMUatione during the Three last Months, 
AGHICULTURE and RuAAL EpONOMT. 

A Treatise on Soils and Manures as founded on actual ex* 
perience» and as combined with the leading principles of agri¬ 
culture; in which the theory and doctrines of Sir Humphry 
Davy, and other agricultural chemists, are rendered familiar to 
the practical farmer. By a Practical Agriculturist, 8vo, 6s. 

Botany and Horticultuiie, 

Transactions of the Horticultural Society, vol. ii, partvi. 
4to. ll. Is. Part. vii. 4to. 159. 

The Science uf Horticulture; including a practical system 
for the Management of fruit-trees, arranged on demonstrative 
physiological principles, illustrated by sketches in 12 plates. By 
Joseph Hayward, 8vo. 12s. 

Medicine, Anatomy, and Surgery. 

Remarks on the Medical Care of the Poor, with a few ob¬ 
servations on the Improvement of Poor Houses, and the neces¬ 
sity of establishing small inlirmarics in populous towns. By 
J. C. Yeatman, member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
8vo. 2s. 

Obseivations on the Cure and Prevention of the Contagious 
Fever prevalent in Edinbui^h ; with an inquiry into the nature 
and origin of the speci/ic poison producing the various forms of 
the disease ; and the means necessary for preventing the for¬ 
mation, as well as arresting (lie progress, of the contagion, with 
the best chemical process for that purpose. ByJohnTule, 
M.D, Svo. 2s. 6d. 

Modem Maladies, and the Present State of Medicine. The 
Anniversary Oration delivered before the Medical Society of 
London, and published at their request. By D. Uwins, M. D. 
8vo. 25. 

Practical Illustrations of the Scarlet Fever, Measles, Pulmo-. 
nary Consumptions, and Chronic Diseases, termed nervous, 
bilious, stomachic, and the like. With observations on the 
efficacy of sulphureous waters in various complaints. By John 
Armstrong, M.D. Svo. 14s. 

A Treatise on Blood letting in Fevers. By J. Van Rotterdam, 
Physician to the Great Hospital at Ghent, Ac. Ac. Translated 
from the French, by J. Taylor, M. D. Svo. 5s. 
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Select Ust of New Publications, 

Surgical Observations; being a quarterly report o'f Cases in 
Surgery. By Charles Bell. Surgeon of the Middlesex Hospital. 
AVith plates, parti, vol.ii. 8 vo.. 6 s. 

An Essay on the Symptoms, Causes, and Treatment of In* 
versio Uteri, with a history of the successful extirpation of that 
organ, during the chronic stage of the disease. By William 
Newnham, 8 vo. 3 s. 

Statements relative to the present prevalence of the Epidemic 
Fever among the poorer classes of Glasgow ; with suiigeslions 
for checking the further progress of the contagion, &lc. By 
Richard Millar, M. O. 8 vo. 29 . 

Practical Observations on continued Fever, especially that 
form at present existing as an epidemic in Glasgow; with some 
remarks on the most eHicicnt plans for its suppression. By 
Robert Graham, M. I). 8 vo. 3 s. 

Minutes of Cancer; being reports of Cancerous cases, suc¬ 
cessfully treated by the new mode of Pressure. With Obser¬ 
vations on the nature of the disease as well as the method of 
practice. By Samuel Young, Member of the Royal College of 
Surgeons, 8 vo. parti. Os.; part ii. 9 ^. 

Practical Observations on the Action of Morbid Sympathies, 
as included in the Pathology of certain diseases; in a series of 
letters. By Andrew Wilson, M. D. 8 vo. ps. 

Observations on the Nature and Cure of Dropsies. To 
which is added an Appendix, containing several cases of Angina 
Pectoris, with dissections, ^c. By John Bluckall, M. D. 8 vo. 
lOs'. 6 d. 

Natural History and Ge6looy. 

Index Testaccologicus, or a catalogue of Shells, British and 
Foreign, arranged according to the Linncan System. By W, 
Wood, 1 ’’. R. and L. S. C’rown 8 vl>. 95. 

Transactions of the Wernerian Society, vol. ii. part. ii. for 
1814 —17, Svo. 16s. 

Report of a Committee of the Linncan Society of New 
England, relative to a large Marine Serpent, seen near Cape 
Ann, in Massachussetts, in August I8I7, bvo. 2 s. 

A short Introduction to the Study of Geology, comprising a 
new theory of the elevation of mountains, and the stratification 
of the earth By Ju»eph Sutcliffe, A. M. Svo. Is. 6*d. 

A Syllabus of Lectures in Mineralogy, containing a metho¬ 
dical distribution of minerals. By Edward Daniel Clarke, 
LL.D. Profe^or of Mineralogy in the University of Cambridge. 
Foolscap folio, 11 . is. 

Topography. 

A General History of Malvern, intended to comprise all the 
advantaged of a guide, with the more important details of che. 
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mical, mineralogicalf and statistical information. By John 
Chambers, Esq. Crown 8vo. Ss.; demy 8vo. with plates, 15s. 

Illustrations of the Island of Staffa, in a series of wews, ac* 
companied by a topographical and geological description. By 
William Daniell, A.R.A. Imperial 4to. 21.2s. 

Observations on the State of Ireland, principally directed to 
its agricultural and rural population; in a series of letters 
written on a tour through that country. By W.Curwen, Esq. 
M. P. 8vo. 2 vols. ll. Is. 

The History of Gainsbrugh, to which is added a Historical 
Account of Stow. By Adam Stark, 8vo. 10s.; large paper, 
11. Is. 

Voyaged and Tratei.s. 

The Narrative of an Expedition to explore the river Zaire, 
usually called the Congo, in South Africa, in 1816, under the 
direction of Captain J. K.Tuckey, K. N. Published by per¬ 
mission of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. With 
14 plates, 2l.2s. 

Travels through some parts of Germany, Poland, Moldavia, 
and Turkey. By Adam Neale, M.D. late Physician to the 
British Embassy at Constantinople, &c. Illustrated by eleven 
coloured plates. 4to. 2l. 29. 

The Traveller’s Guide down the Rhine, minutely describing 
the modes of conveyance, the picturesque scenery, and every 
other object that can interest a stranger, or facilitate his 
journey; illustrated by a correct Map of the Rhine. By A. 
Schreiber, Historiographer to the Grand Duke of Baden, ]2mo. 
8s. 

Observations on Greenland, the Adjacent Seas, and the 
North-west Passage; made in a voyage to Davis's Straits, during 
the summer of 1817- By Bernard O'Reilly, Esq. Illustrated 
with maps and other engravings, 4ta. 2l. 2s. 

The Travels of Marco Polo, a Venetian, in the thirteenth 
century; being a description, by that early traveller, of re¬ 
markable places and things in the eastern parts of the world; 
translated from the Italian, with notes. By Wm. Marsden, 
E^. F. R. S.; with a map, 4to. 21. 12s. 6d.; large paper, 
41. 43. 

A Journey to Rome and Naples, performed in 1817: giving 
an account of the present state of society in Italy; and con¬ 
taining observations on the fine arts. By Henry Sass, Student 
of the Royal Academy, 8vo. 12s. 

' Travels troui Vienna through Lower Hungary, with some 
account of Vienna during the Congress. By Richard Bright, 
M. D.; with plates, 4to. 41.48. 

The Stranger’s Guide to the City of New York; comprising 



During ike Three la$t Month** SQS 

a description of the public buildings, population, markets, 
public amusements, literary, philosophical, and commercial 
establishments, manufactures, &c. &c. By E. M. Blunt, of 
New York, 8ro. 

A New Picture of Rome; or Itinerary; containing a general 
description of the monuments and most distinguished works 
in painting, sculpture, and architectui*e. both antient and 
modern, of that celebrated city and its environs; with forty 
views, and a plan of Rome. By Marien Vasi, 8vo. ISs. 

Ia Scava, or some account uf an excavation of a Roman 
Town, on the hill of Chatele, between St. Dizier and JoinviUe, 
discovered in the year 1772 : to which is added, a' Journey to 
the Simplon, by Lausanne, and to Mont Blanc, through 
Geneva. By the author of Letters from Paris in 1791-S. 
&c. (S. Weston, D. D.F, R. S.) 8vo. 6s. 

A Journey through Asia Minor, Armenia, and Koordistan, 
in the years 1813 and 1814; with remarks on the inarches of 
Alexander, and the retreat of the ten thousand. By John 
Macdonald Kenneir, Esq.; with an original map, illustrative 
of the marches of Alexander. Xenophon, Julian, and He- 
racUus. 6 vo. 18s. 

Greenland; being extracts from a Journal kept in that 
country in the years 1770 to 1776« By Hans Egede Saabye $ 
to which is prefixed an Introduction ; containing some ac¬ 
counts of the manners of the Greenlanders, and of the mission 
in Greenland: with various interesting information concern- 
ing the geography, &c. of that country, and illustrated by a 
chart of Greenland, by 6 . Fri^s, translated from the German 
8to. 10s. 6d. 

Iceland; or the journal of a residence in that island during 
the years 1814 and 1815 ; containing observations on the na¬ 
tural phenomena, history, literature, and antiquities of the 
island, and on the religion, character, and customs of its inha-^ 
bitants; with an introduction and appendix. By Ebenezer 
Henderson, with a map and engravings, 8 vo. 2 vols. 11. 8 s. 
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INDEX- 


*** The Raman numerals refer to the pages of the Preface; 
the Arabic figures to the body ef the •volume. 

Academy of Sciences of Paria, prize question of, 36o, 36l— 
anai(»mical prize question of, 378* 

Adam's Peak, a mountain in Ceylon, description of, 28, 30, 
Piljiiimages made tliiiher, 26,2?—its height determined, 151. 

Adder, specific for the bite of, 141. 

Aeroittes- accounts of, 292, 293—conjecture on their origin, 294. 

Urometer for correcting pneumatic experiments, description of* 
52 . 55 . r r y 

African expedifion. failure of, 146, 147. 

Agat‘tou.> vegetation^ observations on, 257“26’4. 

Alcantara^ aqueduct of; see aqueduct. 

Alcohol.^ average quantity of, indifferent kinds of wine, table of, 
152, 154. 

cxpcrimen's on the strength of, 124. 

Alisma plantagu, a remedy for hydrophobia, 142. 

Alkahy from p<>tatoe>staiks, 122, 123—new one discovered, 
152—ucroiintof ir, 337-340. 

Almonds, (Nueet), analy'^isof, 125. 

-(hider) anuly.Ms of, 126 . 

Altitude instrument, directions for using, 221,222. 

Aluinint, analysis of silicated hydrate of, 139) 140. 

-si'ice<»us sub-sulphate of, 376,377* 

Ammonia^ combinutions of, with chlorides, 74-77‘~a specific 
remedy for the hi e of an adder, 141—on the oxide of silver 
by ammumu, 308, 369 . 

Antigua (island) geological structure of, 312. 

Antiquitiesy lectnlly discovered, notices of, at Chadderden, in 
Derbyshire, J47—in the Crimea, 148—at Largs, In Scotland, 
149 —at Charlton in Cheshire, ibid —Homan VjUa, near 
Oxford, 150—Egyptian antiquities, 151—antiquities near 
Cbiusi, 384—at Pans, liid—at Huihire, 385—at IJicres, ibid 
—at Avignon, various, discovered in England, 386, 

387* - 

App/e'trcfs, blight in, how prevented, 357. 

Aqutdiict of .Mcantara, Portuguese desciiption of, 283—account 
of it ifV Ml. Uennie, 284—dimensions of its arches, 285, 
280—appearance ui.d analysis of its waters, 287, 288—de- 
scnpiiMii oi the rebeivoir, 289—inscription on its south side, 

. ibid, 290 . 

Arabic digtts, on the formation of, 321, 322* 

ArtSy SnCf progress of, at Rome, 147, 148, 
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Atmospherical phenomena^ 13 ^. 

Avignon^ notice of antiquities discovered at, 385. 

^:ve 8 , (stone) ancient, discovered in France, 145 . 

Axle treCf moveable, notice of, 121 . 

Azimuth compass^ directions for using, 219-221. 

Babylonian cementy analysis of, 130. 

Bacon (Lord), scope and influence of the philosophical writings 
of. considered, 1/3, 174. 

Bagnoldf (Capt.) account of a table furnace, 131. 

Bamboo^ account of, 46-48, particularly those of South Ame¬ 
rica, 48-50, and of the tahashecr, or inspissated juice of the 
South American bamboo, 50, 51. 

Banksy (Sir Joseph) honourable tribute to, 344, 345. 

Banhy (Mr.) on the case of a child that had swallowed a knife, 
265, 268. 

Barometer, (new) notice of, 120. 

Barbadocs, (idand) geological structure of, 311. 

Bartholomew (St.) island of, its geological structure, 312. 

Basseterre, geological appearances of, 318, Sip. 

Bauer*s,{M\\] publication of slrelitzia, notice of, 152. 

Beet^root, c.spcnse of making sugar from, 357, 358. 

Bills of martalily, remarks on, 307, 308. 

Biot (M.) obscivaiions of, relating to the operations undertaken 
to determine the figutc of the earth, 340, 351. 

Blight in apple trees, prevention of, 357« 

Boag (Mr ) notice of Ids discoveries in Egypt, 172. 

Brande, (Mr.) report of his lectures on mineralogical chemistry, 
64-^accoimt of platinum and its compounds, 64-66 —and of 
mercury, 67 , 6 S — of copper and its compounds, 69 —of lead, 
69 , 72 —tests for discoveiing lead in water, 73—and in wines, 
tabic of the a\ei'age quantity of alcohol in difforent 
kinds of uinc, 152, 154—^n iron, its compounds, and uses, 
291 , 299 —on till and its compouniis, 299. 300—reply to 
Dr. young on the London Pharmacopceia, 359. 360. 

Brewslcr, (Dr.) inMiumcnt of, for distinguishing minerals, 139 
•^observations of, on a singular ufTection of the eye, in a 
healthy state, 173—history of his kaleidoscope, with remarks 
on its supposed resemblance to oilier combinations of plain 
mirrors, 324, 336* 

Bridges, notice of improvements in the structure of, xvii. 

BriiseauMirbel, (C, F.) observations of, on cryptoganious ^nd 
agamous vegetation, 257-264. 

British Museum, receipts and expenditure of, 381. 

Bruce, (Robert, king of Scotland) tomb of, discovered; U3* 
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c. 

Cadmium, a new metal, notice of, 370* 

Caida» de Rainka, account of* the mineral tpringn of, 60, 62"-' 
Analysis of them, 6s, 64. 

Ca/ome/, process for manufacturing, 131, 132. 

Cambridge, new observatory at, 117* 

Carr, (Mr.) notice of bis machine for sweeping chimnies, 122. 

Cattle, health of, promoted by the use of salt, 146. 

Cement, (Babylonian) analysis of, 130. 

Ceylon, brief notices of the natural bi&tory of, 233-235. 

Child, case of, that had swallowed a knife, 265-268. 

Chinese mode of making sheet lead, 369. 

Chimnietj apparatus for sweeping, described, 354-356. 

Chloride of silver, reduction of, by hydrogen, 360. 

Cholesteric acid, accounts of, 125. 

Christopher, (St.) Island of, its geological structure, 320. 

Chromic oxide and acid, experiments on, 124. 

Coal, new products from, 370. 

Cochrane, (Lord) observations on the lainp-reilecturs of, 17S- 
180. 

Cockerell, (Robert, Esq.) observations of, 011 the original compo¬ 
sition of the statues of Niobe and her children, 99*1^3* 

Coin, ancient British, discovered, 144—-Roman and early 
English coins discovered, 388, 389- 

Colours of waters, observations on, 81-99^cbange of colour by 
acids, 125—and by beat, 129* 

Comet, (new) notice of, 117—supposed transit of one, ibid, 118. 

Congo. See Zaire, 

Cooper*s^hill, ancient subterraneous apartments discovered at, 
143. 

Copper uxid its compounds, account of, 69—native copper found 
in North America, 140. 

Corn, (musty) simple process for purifying, vii. 

Cotton Goods, on the spontaneous combustion of, 367,368. 

Covent Garden Theatre, account of the ventilation of, 300-305. 

Cranch, (Mr.) collector of natural history in the expedition to 
the Congo, biographical memoir of, 111-116. 

Cryptogamous vegetation, observations on, 257"264. 

Crystallization, (saline) experiments and observations on, IO6- 

111 . 

D. 

Daniell, (Mr.) mistake of, corrected, 188. 

Davy, (Sir Humphry) abstract of bis discoveries and researches 
concerning Same, and the safety lamp, i., vi.—his safety lamp 
applied to an argand lamp, 124. - 

Davy, (Dr. John) description of Adam's Peak, in Ceylon, 25, 



INDEX. S99 

30—analysis of Indian snake-stones, 124—>5ketGhes of the 
natural history of Ceylon, 233-235. 

Dinmofidf, embedded, notice of, S78* 

Dickf (Mr.) observations of, on the parallel roads of Lochabar, 
175 - 177 . 

Dip^Micromeler^ and Dip^Sector, observations on the use of, 
223, 224. 

Dipping Needlcy directions for using, 211, 212. 

Dominica, (Island), geological structure of, 3179 318. 

Dracontius, poems of, discovered, 143. 

Dry Rot, suggestions for preventing, 122. 

Dulong and Petit, (MM.) Memoir of, on radiant heat, 364- 
366. 

E. 

Earth, observations on the figure of, 235-247—on the know¬ 
ledge which the ancient Egyptians appear to have had of it, 
247-249—observations on the operations undertaken to de¬ 
termine the figure of the earth, 340, 351—account of rain of 
earthy matter ill Naples, 370, 371. 

Earthquakes, notices of, 134, 135, 372. 

Edgewore Parish, population of, 309* 

£/me<(Mr.) observations of, on the construction of prisons, 

190-192. 

Exports, extraordinary, from Liverpool, 145. 

Eye, singular affection of, in a healthy state, 173. 

England, proofs of the increasing populousiiess of, 305-310. 

Engl^ield (Sir Henry), directions for using the barometer of, 
229, 230. 

Eruption of Vesuvius, in 1817, account of, 199-201. 

Effe, notice of a newly discovered membrane in, 379* 

Eustatia (St.) Island of, its geological structure, 321. 

F. 

Paraday (Mr.) observations of, on some combinations of am¬ 
monia with chlorides, 74-77^and on the sounds produced 
by fiaine in tubes, &c. 274-280. 

Fcetham (Mr.), apparatus of, for sweeping chimnies, described, 
354-356. 

Figure of the Earth, observations on the operations undertaken 
to determine it, 340*351. 

Fire damp, explosion from, 370. 

Flame, nature of, ii.—may be extinguished by cooling, iii.—na¬ 
ture of the light of flames, iv. • 

Flax, Report of the Committee of the House of Commons on 
Messrs. Hill and Bundy's, and Mr. Lee's petitions relative to 
machinery for the manufacture of flax, 30, 31—evidence of 
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Mr. Milliogton on this subject, 32-40—of other witnesses, 
41*44—disingenuity of the French, concerning these machines, 
exposed, 185, 187* 

fluids, observations on the boiling point of, 351-363. 

Fly in turnips, prevention of, 357. 

Fossil Femainsj notice of, 377» 578. 

G. 

GarntH (Mr.), observations of, on the production of ice at the 
bottoms of rivers, 258-274. 

Gay observations and experiments of, on the boil* 

ing point of fluids, 351-353. 

Geology West India Islands, observations on, 311-323. 

Glacier^ increase of, in Switzerland, 134. 

Gotiingetit Royal Society, prize question of, 35l. 

GrandUrrct geological structure of, 312. 

Grasses, observations on the natural family of, 45-52. 

Grenadines (Islands), geological structure of, 314. 

H. 

Hall (Dr. Marshall), description of an aerometer for correcting 
pneumatic experiments, 52-55—expeiiments and observa¬ 
tions of, on vision, 249'257‘-~on a mode of preserving some 
vegetable remedies, 355-*>on the spontaneous combustion of 
cotton goods, which have been embued with linseed oil, 357* 

Halo, (lunar) described, 371. 

Hampstead (parish), population of, 309. 

Harpinellat a new musical instrument, notice of, 120. 

Harpoon^ new, notice of, 121—and of harpoon guns, t5. 

Harxest moon, phenomenen of, 354. 

Hatchett (Mr.), process of purifying musty corn, vii. 

Heartu'ood of trees, remarks on the oflice of, I69. 

Heat, change of colour eflccted by, 129» 130—experiments and 
observations on radiant heat, 354-355. 

Herculaneum, conjecture on the cause of the destruction of, 382. 
attempts to unroll the Herculaneum MSS. ibid* 

Hill and Bundy (Messrs,) machinery of, for manufacturing flax. 
Report of a Committee of the House of Commons. 30, 31— 
evidence of Mr. Millington concerning their inventions, 32-40 
—of other persons, 40, 44. 

Hoopoty shot, 375« 

Horner, (Mr.) account of a new photometer by, 118-120. 

Humboldt (Baron), observations of, on the natural family of the 
grasses, 44-52. 

Hydrate of silica and alumina, a new mineral, notice of, 375.. 

Hydrometer, directions for using, 223. 

Hydrophobia, remedies for, 141, 142. 
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IcCf observations on the production of, at the bottoms of rivers, 
268*274‘~progrcss of floating masses of ice, from the north, 
372. 

Illumination of sticels, remarks on, 177*181. 

Jfikt directions for making, 296. 

Iodine^ observaiions on the crystallization of, 364. 

IroUf elfecN of water and oxvgeii, in oxidizing, t69, 170“ 
native iron, where found, 2.93—diffeiont classes of iron ore, 
2p5-*pyrite8, i6id,—magnetic iron, specular iron ore, 

ibid —haematites and argillaceous iron stone, 296 —properties 
and uses of iion, 296 - 299 < 

Jordan (G. \V. Ei>q.), observations of, on the colours of waters, 
81-99. 



Kaleidoscope, history of Dr. Brewster*# invention of, 324>-326— 
observations on its supposed resemblance to other combina¬ 
tions of plain inirmis, 326-336 

Kater, {C'api.J notice ot his experiments for determining the 
length of tlie pendulum vibrating seconds in the latitude of Lon¬ 
don, 168 —on the length of the Fiench metre, estimated in 
parts of the English standard, 169 —^hrections of, l'>r using 
the instruments executed under his superintendance for the 
northern expeditions, 202 - 216 —on the use of his repeating 
circle and azimuth compass, 217—thealiilude instrument, 
221, and hydroiiietei, 223. 

Knig/itf (('. Esq.) observations of, on two general principles in 
the method of differences, x.—on the construction of logarith¬ 
mic tables, \i. 

Ktiighl, (T. A.) observations of, on the office of the heartwooa 
of trees, 169 * 



Lacemwaking, notice of improvements in, xv. 

Lake formed in the valley of Begne, in the Valais, description 
of, 372 , 374 . ^ , 

Lead and its compounds, account of, 69 *‘ 72 —tests for detecting 
it in water, 73—sugar of lead not used in adulterating wines, 
s 6 zd—oxide of lead crystallised, 363 —Chinese mode of mak¬ 


ing sheet lead, 369 . ^ , 

UelMr,) machinery of, for manufacturing flax, observaUoiw 
on, by a committee of the House of Commons, 31 —evidence 
'of Mi. Millington concerning it, 36-40, and of Mr. Lee and 
/^other persons, 42-44. 

hteraturet causes of the vicissitudes of, 4 - 10 —observations on 
the studies of literature, the arts and sciences, 11-24. 
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UtAia, a new alkali lately discoTered in Sweden, account of 
337-340. 

Ltvcrpoo/, extraordinaryexports from, 145. 

Lucia (St.) I island of, its geological structure, 3l6. 

M. 

Madvre (Mr.) osbervations of, on the geology of the West In¬ 
dia Islands, 311-333. 

Maerometcr, directions for using, 235, 226. 

Magnetk force, observations on, 212. 

Magnetitm applied as a tpst for iron, 136, 137^Morrichini’s 
experiment in, repeated by Mr. Playfair, 138. 

Mammoth, remains of, discovered, 140. 

Manganese, metallic properties of, 126. 

Mariegalante (island) geological structure of, 312. 

Martinico [island) geological structure of, 317 > 

Mury^le^bone Parish, population of, 309. 

Mathematical prize questions for 1820, 353, 354. 

Mausoleum, ancient, discovered, 385. 

Measures, ancient model of, discovered, 144—model of Roman 
measures, 382, 383. 

Medical Societif of Paris, prizes offered by, 379* 

Mercury and its compounds, account of, 67, 68. 

Meteoric iron, character of, 371» 372* 

Meteoric stones, accounts of, 392, 293—conjectures on their 
origin, 294. 

Meteorological diary for December 1817> and January and 
February 1818, 193, 195-*for March, April, and May, 891, 
393. 

Meteors, (luminous) accounts of, 132,133. 

Millington (Mr.), evidence .of, concerning the improved ma¬ 
chinery for manufacturing flax, 32-40—his observations on 
the illumination of streets, 177-181. 

Minerals, instrument for distinguishing, 139- 

Mineralogical chemistry, report of Mr. Brande's lectures on, 
64-73. 291-300. 

Afoirf Meiailique, on the manufacture uf, 366. 

MonUcelli (Signor), Report of, on the Eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius, in 1817* 199—201. 

Montserrat (Island) Geological Structure of, 319. 

Mosaic Art, Observations on, 389, 390. 

Jfttrray (Dr.), experiments and observations of, on muriatic 
171. 172-r-on the relation of the Law of Detinite 
jnx^KUtions in chemical combination, 174. 
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Napier (Mr.), Remarks of, on the influence of Lord Bacon*8 
Philosophical Writings, 173*174. 

Nautical Instrumera, improTed, notice of, 1^1, 132. 

Aeott (island) geological structure of, 319, 320. 

Nice, geology of the country around, 173. 

Atger (river), conjectures relative to ^e course of, 155, 156. 
Objections to its supposed identity with the River Zaire or 
Congo, 157, 158. 

Niobe, observations on the original composition of the statues 
of, and of her children, 99-103. 

Northern Expeditions, instructions for the use of the instru¬ 
ments intended for, 202-230. 

Numbers, developement of some curious properties in the 
powers of, 55-59. 

o 

Olive-trees, method of propagating, 356, 357. 

Orchidea, select, from the Cape of Good Hope described, 
104, 105. 

p 

Parallel roads of Lochaber, observations on, 175-177. 

Pargasite, a new mineral, notice of, 138. Its constituent 
parts, 139. 

Pelletier (M.), observations of, on the venom of the common 
toad, 127- 

Pendulum of a clock, experiments for determining the length 
of one, vibrating seconds in the latitude of London, 168. 
Observations necessary to obtain the number of vibrations 
made by the pendulum of a clock during a certain interval, 
203-207- 

Pharmacopceia of (he college of physicians. Observatidhs on, 
358-360. 

Phillips (Richard, Esq.) remarks of, on Dr. lire’s experiments 
to determine the constitution of liquid nitric acid, 1G2-167. 

Photometer (new) account of, 118-120. 

Platinum and its compounds, account of, 64-66. Platinum 
wire, ignited, 369, 370. 

Plymouth, incombustible storehouse at, 354. 

Plymouth Breakwater, notice of 120, 121. 

Polar Seas, observations on the expedition to, 182-186. 

Pompeii, conjecture on the probable cause of the destruction 
of, 382. 

Pond (Mr.) Lalande’s medal awarded to, 120. And thatof 
the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, 354. 
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Poptt2ou«newof Englandjobservations on the measure of. 305- 
310. 

Potatoe.stalks, alkali obtained from, 123, 122—yellow dye ob¬ 
tained from their tops, 125—natiire country of the potatoe, 
138. 

Prtaftfig, improvements in, xiv. xv. 

PiisoTW, remarks on the construction of, 19O, 192. 

Proceedings of Societies ^oy»\ Society of London, 168- 

171*351-353—the Royal Society of Edinburgh, l/l-l/T. 

Public/tffonSf select lists of, 196, 39k. 

PugeVs }»ead of the Saviour discovered, 389. 

Pulfnonarjf consumption, relieved by the vapour of tar, 380. 

R. 

Rain, extraordinary fall of, 135-—account of rain of earthy 
matter, in Naples, 370, 371. 

Ra^s, composing the solar spectrum, account of, 77-81. 

jRrwnic (George, Esq.), account of the mineral springs of Caldas 
de Rainha, 60-64—description and measurement of the 
aqueduct of Alcantara, 281-291. 

Repeating circle^ directions for using, 213-2)9. 

Rivers, on the formation of ice at the bottoms of, 268-274. 

Roller puffip, notice of a new one, 356'. 

Rmnan slation, discovered, 383. 

Rotcoe (William, Esq.), discourse of, on the origin and vicissi¬ 
tudes of literature, science, and the arts, &c. 1—the causes 
of such vicissitudes stated, 4, 10.—observations on the studies 
of literature, as distinguished from the arts and sciences, 11—• 
and on the studies of literature, the arts, and sciences, 13- 
24. 

Royal Institution, present stnte of, xx-*list of new members, 
xxi—and of books presented to its library, xxii., xxiv. 

Royal Society of London, proceedings of, 168, l/l. 

Royal Society (^'Edinburgh, proceedings of, 171, 177. 

s. 

3ada, (island) geological structure of, 321. 

Safety-Lamp, observation on Sir Humphry Davy's, vi.—ap¬ 
plied to the argand lamp, 124—account of his ignited wire 
lamp, 128. 

5a2tne crystallization, experiments and observations on, 106, 

in. 

Sait, benefit of, in feeding cattle, 146—its medical properties^ 
381. 

SantaCruz (island) geological structure of,-313, 314. 

Sarcophag^s ancient, notice of, 385. 

Socon antiquity, discovery of, 147* 
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Sea vjater, apparatus for raising up, from certain depths 
scribed, 231, 233-*^irections for its use, 227-228—-on the 
use of distilled sea-water, 380. 

Sepulchre, ancient, notice of, 384. 

iSAi/Zi^cer (Mr.), suggestions of, for preventing the dry rot, 122. 
Ship, supposed buried in the earth, discovered iu Africa, 150. 
Snake-stones of India, analysis of, 124. 

Solar spectrum, observations on the rays composing it, 77,81. 
Sounds, observations on, produced by flame iu tubes, &c. 27'4, 
280. 

Spoon’-bill (white) shot, 375. 

Steel, properties of, 298, 299. 

Stone, account of porous vessels of, 146—observations on' mete¬ 
oric stones, 292, 294. 

Stromyeer, (M.) notice of a new metal discovered by, 370. 
Sugar, notions of the ancients concerning, 51—test for, 123— 
expense of making sugar from the beet-root, 357> 358. 

T. 

Tablc-Jurnace, account of one, 131. 

Tar, use of, in pulmonary consumption, 380. 

Telegraphs, celerity of, 356. 

Temperature, on and beneath the surface of the earth, 123. 
Temple of Concord, site of, ascertained, 144—of Castor and 
Pollux, excavation around, 384. 

Test for detecting lead in water, 73—for sugar, 123. 

Thomas (St.) Island, geological structure of, 313. 

Tin, nature and properties of, 299> 300. 

Toad, the common, account of the venom of, 127- 
Tuckey (Captain), notice of the voyage to explore the river 
Zaire, l5S-l60. 

Tungstic acid, how detected, 123. 

TVrnipf, preventive of the fly in, 35*. 

u. 

experiment on, 123, 124. 

Ure, (Dr.) experiments and observations of, on saline crystalli¬ 
zation, 106-111—remarks on his experiments to determine 
the constitution of liquid nitric acid, l62, 167* 

Variation-transits directions for making adjustments on, 207» 
208—and for using il, 209* 211. 

Vegetable remedies, suggestions for preserving, 366, 367. 

Venom of the common toad, account of, 127* 

Ventilation of Covent Garden theatre, account of, 300-305. * 
Vesuvius, eruption of, in 1S17, described, 19P*201. 

Villa, (Roman) discovered in Oxfordshire, 150. 

Vincent, (St.) island of, its geological structure, 315,316. 
Vision, experiments and observations on, 249-257« 





I N D E X. 


Vokatii^ MlajUciu tlie Wert Iadiet,.geolopcftl detcifiption of» 311- 
3Sl''^-giueral obiemUons concening tbem^ 3Sly 328. 

' W; 

W^tertf obsetvalions on the colours of, 81—infiuence of light 
on the colours of waters, 82-85—various colours presented by 
the ocean, 85*92—and by rivers, lakes, canals, and all in- 
land-haunspf water, 92-96—the colours exhibited at the sur- 
fitces.of water reflected by the air incumbent on the water, 

97 f 98. 

Water^^pcut, notice of one, 134. 

Wut India Itlandif observations on the geology of, 311-323. 
WkaU, So9$ii bone of, discovered, 140. 

Wine, rarely adulterated with sugar of lead, 73—table of the 
average quantity of alcohol, contained in different kinds of 
wine, 152,154. 

WoiUuton (Dr.), observations of, on the use of some instruments 
intended for the northern exp^ition, 223, 226* 

Woollen Mant^aeivre, notice of improvements in, xvi. 

Y. 

Tdlow dye obtained from potatoe-tops, 125. 

Young (Dr.), vindication of the London Pharmacopceia, 358, 

359. 

z 

Zaire (or Congo), the Eiver, conjectures respecting the course of, 
15|^Ji57”*~object)ons to its supposed identity with the Niger, 
]58«—notice of captain Tuckey’s expedition to explore this 
river, 158-160. 

Zircon, discovery of, 378. 

Zoopkytie Animals, remarks on, 374, 375. 
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